
Vestry Minutes 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 

9085 Calvine Road 
Sacramento, CA 95829 

November 12, 2017 
"Opening Hearts and Minds to All" 

 

Core Values: Commitment, Care, Compassion, Celebration 
Purpose: The purpose of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church is to restore all people to unity with God and each 

other in Christ. 
 
Formation 

- Fellowship 

Vestry Members Present:  Carl King, Patti Mangabay, Carol McElheney, Mark Nill, Jake Pfau, Rod Pugh, 
Diana Siers, Julie Vice 
Officers Present:  Lois Anderson, Susi Jacobo-Vice 
Clergy: Rev. Anne Largent Smith 
Visitors Present: 
Vestry Members Absent:   Richard Lange 
   
Order of Business 

- Meeting started at 12:03pm. 
- Opening Prayer and study – Anne:   Acts 12:6-11 
- Call for additional agenda items 
- Approval of Agenda 
- Appointment of timekeeper and action item tracker   
- Vestry Report Assignments for 11/18 & 11/19  

CommUnity: Diana  Sunday 8:00: Carl  Sunday 10:00:  Patti 

 
Consent Agenda 
October Minutes, September Financials, Christmas Tree Lot Addendum, reports from Priest-in-Charge, 
Junior Warden, Worship Team 
 
Motion:  Moved by Julie, seconded by Patti, motion carried, to accept consent agenda as presented. 
 
Calendar 

- Vision and Planning Meeting: December 2, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.  
- See page 3 for schedule of Thanksgiving and Christmas services. Sunday, Dec 24 at 9:30, will be 

a combined Morning Prayer service, greening of the church and continental breakfast. 
 
Information 

- Finance: internal controls:  We do not have a written process for handling our money. Some 
steps are also not even properly covered. Task force to develop a thorough procedure. Carol, 
Jake, Patti. This should be completed by Dec 10, the next vestry meeting. This would include 
money collected at events and special services. 

 



Discussion 

- Construction Estimates: What’s Possible? Vestry completed a visioning process about the future 
look of St. Mary’s. Each vestry member was then invited to share their reactions to the exercise. 
Questions: what is most important to you? What would you like to do with this information? 
This information will be revisited at our parish meeting on Dec. 2 
  

- Stewardship Team check-in: 1) Trunk or treat – great response from public. 2) Pledges - Have 
received a number of pledges and several are increased. Still short of our goal. 3) Thanksgiving 
baskets - Great response to Thanksgiving basket sign-up. 4) Christmas Baby Tree - Looking to 
change our baby tree offering to Chicks in Crisis. 5) Considering starting a reverse offering of 
non-consumable items to help refugees getting their start in this country. 6) Will do the Adopt a 
Family again. Lists will be posted after the Thanksgiving Drive. 

  

- Vestry recruitment. We have two slots committed, another possible one. We need 3 three year 
terms, 1 two year, and 1 one year term. Also need delegates to convention. Patti would like to 
be a delegate to convention. Rod is also interested. Anne and Diana will put in announcements 
concerning the vestry and delegate request 
  

- Budget: We are not required to send anyone to CCD next year. That would free-up $2100 from 
our budget. However, the exception is one of our postulants may have to attend in the coming year as 

part of her process.  We will have stronger numbers at our next meeting and will need to accept 
our budget for next year. 

Decisions 

Security: The two proposals were presented in writing for vestry consideration. Vestry will have 

one week to consider these and then start an on-line discussion and decision. 

Closing 
- Closing Prayer Circle 

 
Adjournment 
 Closed at 2:28 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Lois B. Anderson 
Clerk of the Vestry 
 
 
Priest-in-Charge Report for October 2017 
 
Some of the highlights of my work last month: 



 Blessed animals on October 1, including a dog from the Sacramento County Sheriff’s canine 
unit. He and his officer gave a demonstration of their work finding evidence and lost people. 
We also had reps from Elk Grove Animal Services to provide free microchipping. 

 Continued to work with Betsey Monnot in preparing and facilitating all-parish meeting on 
October 7. 

 Continued work on property development, promoting further conversation with the 
neighboring developer to join in their frontage improvement work, meeting with Sacramento 
County representatives for planning and DOT, and obtaining preliminary estimates for 
construction to finish our frontage! 

 Attended deanery convocation October 14. 

 Married member Annalisa Purnell and Gregg Lane on October 14.  

 Continued work with the Stewardship Team on our annual pledge campaign.  

 Attended the final weekend of our two-year College for Congregational Development 
experience, which taught skills and conceptual frameworks for supporting healthy 
congregations, and which also was an important formation experience for me in inviting me to 
understand parish leadership more broadly.  

 Sought assistance to determine how to revise letters of agreement with staff to address 
accumulated paid time off. New letters of agreement will be drafted when Vestry adopts a 
Financial Statement of Mission for 2018, so that any changes in compensation can also be 
incorporated.  

I did spend some time home sick this month, and am especially grateful to Ray Potter+ for stepping in 
to take services on October 22. 
 
—Rev. Anne 
 
 
From the Junior Warden (November 5, 2017): 
The ongoing upkeep and beautification of our facility continues. Since our last Vestry meeting we have 
had three Parish work days. Our list of achievements from these endeavors is exciting: 

 The third flag pole was repaired, and the flag raised. 

 The trees in the parking lot have been pruned. 

 The St. Mary’s junkyard (on the east side of the portable) has been relocated to the actual 

junkyard. Much of the pruned shrubbery and tree branches up by the barn were relocated 

there as well. 

 The east side ramp has been painted (leaving only the decking on the back side to be painted). 

 Rain gutters on the back side of the church have been swept clean 

 Mark Glowstein (Sheldon Tractor came out in October to again mow the east field and take out 

much of the blackberry shrub that has been growing on the east border and will return in April 

to mow again. 

Moving forward, we have another work day planned on Saturday, November 18. Our ongoing list now 
includes: 

 Finishing the painting of the ramp. 

 Replacing or repairing lighting both inside and outside the church. 

 Storage container and barn need to be cleaned out (more trips to the junkyard). 

We will also be researching and getting estimates for: 



 Parking lot repair 

 Sprinkler repair and upgrade 

 Tree pruning and removal 

 More and better lighting 

Many Thanks to all who attend what has become our bi-monthly work days.  Just last week, Scott Siers, 
Rav Williams, David Gleason (and his daughters), Abe Nyoka (and his daughters), Mac Miller and I 
joined up to paint the ramp. Special thanks to Scott Siers who always makes himself available for these 
projects.   
 
 
Worship Team Report:  
Progress continues on saving songs from the old Clavinova in a format that can be used on computers 
and with a new Clavinova should we be able to purchase one as planned.  
Services during the holiday season have been set as follows. Saturday and Sunday worship will be as 
usual except where noted. 
 

Thanksgiving Service: Tuesday, November 21, 7 p.m. 
 
Sunday morning worship, December 24: Fourth Sunday in Advent. Combined service of 
Morning Prayer at 9 a.m. 
 
Greening of the Church: following the service Sunday morning, December 24 
 
Christmas Eve evening worship:  

- Family service with Holy Eucharist at 6 p.m. 
- Holy Eucharist with candlelight and carols, 9:30 p.m. 

 
Christmas Day: Holy Eucharist, 10 a.m. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  

 

 

Dear friends, 

 

We have estimates for construction costs on the frontage improvements required by Sacramento County 

as a condition for permitting any construction or development we might like to do on our property. 

Included in these estimates are: 

 

·       new curb, gutter, and sidewalk along the front of the property 

·       new asphalt pavement between the existing roadway and the new curb and gutter 

·       drainage pipe and inlet to replace the existing roadside ditch 

·       street light 

 

I am pleased to share with you that the Sacramento County Department of Transportation estimates the 

construction costs at $120,000. TSD Engineering (who is working with the neighboring developer) has 



estimated if we were to hire them independently, our construction costs would be $112,500, with 

additional costs associated with their undertaking the project at $28,650 ($141,150 total). This project 

would also require us to have SMUD move a utility pole. SMUD estimates the cost of that project as 

$50,000 at the high end. 

 

There are still possible cost-savings to realize if we do these improvements in concert with the 

neighboring developer. Currently they are planning to do their frontage work early in 2018. 

 

Whichever way we might accomplish them, these improvements would add value to our property and 

bring us closer to being able to make significant changes to our facilities. 

 

What now? 
Prior to our next all-parish meeting on December 2 (9 a.m. to 12 p.m.), I encourage you to recall our 

conversations thus far, reviewing the content of these meetings to refresh your memory, and to listen: 

What do you hear God calling us to do at St. Mary’s? I ask that you continue to pray about these 

possibilities, and about other issues raised at our September and October meetings. 

 

If you weren’t at our earlier meetings, or you need to refresh your memory, summary explanations of 

both meetings are available on our website at stmaryselkgrove.org/page/property_development. 

 

 

 

Peace be with you, 

 

Rev. Anne 

(11/02/2017) 
 


