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Two crowds are converging just outside the gates of the town of Nain in Galilee. The first is a 

crowd mourning the death of a young man – a funeral procession. The second is the crowd that 

is following Jesus – we’ll call that the Good News procession – or maybe, the Jesus 

Movement. This second procession has just arrived. Jesus has moved on from Capernaum, 

roughly 23 miles north of Nain, where he had healed the centurion’s slave (the story we heard 

last week). We don’t know what took him to Nain, we don’t know if the attendant crowd was 

made up of people come all the way from Capernaum or who joined up along the way, or both; 

but we do know what greets them when they arrive:  

it’s that funeral procession, headed for the cemetery just outside the town. The people in that 

procession are most likely oblivious to these out-of-towners, this Good News group – they have 

their own sorrowful situation to focus on.  

 

But then Jesus sees the procession, sees the young man’s mother, senses her loss; he sees that she 

has no husband or other sons to stand with her either now in her grief or in her life afterward and 

he is moved by compassion. The widow doesn’t ask Jesus to do anything. She probably doesn’t 

even notice him,  

and chances are good that she’s never heard of this itinerant rabbi who travels around the 

countryside working miracles and proclaiming the in-breaking reign of God. None of that 

matters. Immediately Jesus sizes up the situation. He tells the widow not to weep, and then just 

when you might expect someone to say something like, “This is a funeral; have some respect; get 

out of our way!” the entire procession just stops. Those bearing the body of the young man just 

stop.  

 

Jesus reaches out and touches the bier – which would have been an unclean act, to touch a dead 

body, so there’s risk right there – and bids the young man to rise. He does so, and immediately 

begins to speak.  

And suddenly there’s joy, and fear, and wonder: could this be the return of the prophet Elijah, 

who had also raised a widow’s only son from death? (Immediately after the events of today’s OT 

lesson, the same Zarepheth widow’s son dies and Elijah raises him from the dead). So the crowd 

might well be thinking of this event from their own history. Clearly, whoever this stranger is, he 

is gifted to perform mighty acts. And the word spreads. A young man has been raised from the 

dead by this remarkable rabbi and prophet. The Good News procession has gotten a lot bigger 

that day. 

 

Now here’s the thing: this story really isn’t really about the young man. Of course, if you asked 

him, he’d probably say he was pretty happy, and hopefully grateful, to have been raised from the 

dead - as one would. I’m also not suggesting Jesus isn’t compassionate toward him – after all, 

this was a young life cut down. But the point of the story is not about his resurrection. Notice the 

way that Luke tells this happy ending: The dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave 

him to his mother. We don’t hear about their friends and neighbors coming up to embrace the 

young man; and even though he speaks, we don’t see him getting up and preparing to go about 

his own business, whatever that may have been. No, the wording is very intentional, as were 

Jesus’ actions: Jesus gave him to his mother.   



This guy is clearly not a little boy, he’s a grown man, yet he’s being given - given back - to his 

mother. 

 

In that culture, a woman without a male relative to care for her was in a very dangerous and 

vulnerable position. This woman has already lost her husband, and would have been dependent 

on her only adult son for everything: food, housing, protection, status. Without him, she may 

have been reduced to begging, or to going to the home of a more distant male relative – if he 

would have her. But her life and her prospects would have been greatly altered, greatly reduced; 

so the death of this woman’s son put her at great risk. That is the ultimate source of Jesus’ 

compassion. When Jesus gives the young man back to his mother, he is, in a sense, giving her 

back herself – her security, her place in the community, and perhaps her very life. And although 

in that culture the strongest recognized emotional bond was that between a mother and son - not 

between husband and wife, or father and daughter, or brother and sister - she has not just 

suffered an emotional loss. So when this young man is raised back to life, his mother is raised, 

too. 

 

I said in my Bells article this month that during the summer, the sermons would explore what it 

means for us to be part of what Presiding Bishop Michael Curry calls the Episcopal branch of the 

Jesus movement. Someone has already mentioned to me that the wording of that makes them a 

little bit uncomfortable due to its perceived evangelical or fundamentalist overtones: Jesus 

movement, “Jesus people”. Maybe those phrases don’t sound very Episcopalian! I get that. But I 

want to assure you that Bishop Curry’s intention, and mine, is not to turn us into something we 

aren’t, but to reclaim the so-called “E word” – evangelism - in our own tradition for the simple 

reason that the word belongs to us.  

The Episcopal Church has always been evangelical, witnessing to the power of God in our lives, 

and the importance of a relationship with Jesus through prayer and sacraments, and begin attuned 

to the actions of the Holy Spirit as she leads us. But we might have to be willing to let that Spirit 

lead us a little bit outside our comfort zones, and not necessary theologically. Because as Bishop 

Curry has said, in this environment in which we live, the church can no longer wait for its 
congregation to come to it, the church must go where the congregation is. Now is our time to 
go….. into the world to share the good news of God and Jesus Christ…. and help to be agents 
and instruments of God’s reconciliation.  To…let the world know that there is a God who loves 
us, a God who will not let us go, and that that love can set us all free. This is the Jesus 
Movement, and we are The Episcopal Church, the Episcopal branch of Jesus’ movement in this 
world.1 
 
Jesus came among us, as a human being, to show us the way. In fact, as we know, he is the Way. 

That’s what we mean by incarnation – God as Jesus taking human flesh, blood, bones, vital 

organs – the whole package. Incarnation is something that we in the Anglican/ Episcopal 

tradition understand very well – we “get it”. While that understanding is not exclusive to us, but 

it’s certainly true of us.  

 

As important as spirituality is, corporeality is important as well. In fact, the two really are 

inseparable. 
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We partake of actual physical food – bread and wine – in the Eucharist. We baptize with water. 

We anoint with oil. We use our bodies in our worship – standing, kneeling, sitting, even dancing. 

OK, maybe not that last one! But we follow Jesus with our bodies, and at the end of this liturgy 

our bodies will take us out of this place and into God’s world. 

 

And in that world, though we may not be able to raise the dead physically, we can certainly help 

people be restored to fullness of life. We can be compassionate for the needs of the world. We 

can continue to look for new ways to feed people, not only by giving them food – which is a fine 

and necessary thing to do, don’t get me wrong – but by going deeper, perhaps finding ways to 

end systemic hunger in our region that’s a way to restore people to fullness of life – to make sure 

the jar of meal is not emptied, and the jug of oil does not fail. The Thrive teams have begun to 

talk about this – stick around after this service to hear more!  

The Jesus Movement – then, now, and until the reign of God becomes a full and complete reality 

– is all about finding ways to be the hands and feet of Jesus in the world, and then living into 

that.  We have been baptized into that Jesus Movement, and because the relationship created in 

baptism cannot be dissolved, it is who we are forever. And that’s what we’ll be exploring, all 

summer long. 


