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“…the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 

 

These are Jesus’ words at the conclusion of a lengthy series of teachings about the kind of 

behavior that is necessary for his followers if they are to enter the reign of God (or the kingdom 

of God or kingdom of heaven, or to have eternal life – they all mean the same thing). They are a 

summary of what he has been telling his disciples, and they are spoken in response to yet another 

squabble among the twelve, brought on by the hubris of James and John, practically demanding 

the positions on Jesus’ left and right sides “in his glory”. After all their teacher’s lessons about 

humility, service, and vulnerability, about ridding themselves of anything that comes between 

them and God and of putting others, especially the most vulnerable, first; and even after one 

more warning by Jesus about his upcoming arrest and trial, his crucifixion and death, verses that 

occur just before today’s gospel passage – after all of that, the Zebedee brothers (and I suspect, 

the remaining ten as well) are still missing the point. They are on their way to Jerusalem, where 

Jesus will be arrested, brought to trial, and crucified. He hasn’t got much more time to help them 

understand what all this means; perhaps he wonders if they ever will. 

 

But as exasperated as you and I can imagine Jesus to be after yet another clueless response to a 
difficult and important lesson, these are still lessons taught with great love. Jesus knows what 

lies ahead for him, even if the disciples cannot or will not understand it. Jesus also knows what 

lies ahead for them, and for God’s mission, if those entrusted with that mission get caught up in 

internal struggles for supremacy, and if they take their authority, not from God, but from worldly 

notions of power so prevalent everywhere else they look – like the gentiles, whose great ones are 

tyrants over those whom they rule - and whose ways are so very influential and tempting. 

 

One reason these narratives we’ve been hearing the last few weeks were put into Mark’s gospel 

was to help a persecuted early Christian community – one that had formed a generation or so 

after the resurrection – to understand what was being asked of them, and that their salvation and 

their future did not lie in imitating the behavior of the powers they were up against in their 

world. The stories Mark give us of Jesus’ interactions as he and his disciples make their way to 

Jerusalem are there to remind his followers – then, later, and now – of the paradoxical message 

of life in the reign of God: strength through weakness, power by way of humility, glory by 

serving others, rather than rather than adopting society’s assumptions that someone must emerge 

as the winner: stronger, smarter, richer, somehow more worthy than others, and why shouldn’t 

that person be “you”!? It was the deep and authentic truth of Jesus’ teachings that would get 

them through even when persecution and martyrdom stared them in the face.  

 

What Jesus is doing, in all of this teaching that leads up to that final week in Jerusalem, is giving 

his followers practical lessons in what it means to be in community; the tools they would need to 

grow and shepherd and be stewards of the household of God that Jesus would ultimately leave in 

their care. Eventually all of them – save one – would be transformed from disciples (that is, 

followers) into apostles (those who are sent). The power struggles wouldn’t stop, disagreements 

would arise with regularity –the book of Acts presents all this – because these are still flawed 



human beings, after all. But - they are flawed human beings who nevertheless understand they 

are bearers of Christ in all that they do, and members of his body the Church. Even in the midst 

of those disagreements they would need each other, rely on each other, pray for and support each 

other as they sought to carry out God’s mission. That is what it would mean to be “followers of 

the Way”, which is what the early Jesus movement was first called. 

 

That is still what it means to follow the way of Jesus. The community of the baptized is where 

the followers of Jesus seek and find support and love. It’s where we practice servanthood. It’s 

where we take Jesus’ practical lessons in community building to heart. It’s where we are fed, so 

that we can feed the world. This faith community, in particular, takes “feeding” very seriously! 

We have adopted it as our parish mission, which really means that this is what we have discerned 

our part in God’s broader mission to be. We do this, not as individuals (though often there are 

jobs for individuals to do), but as a parish. As members, together, of the body of Christ. As a 

community. 

 

Two weeks ago members of the Thrive Teams spoke during the liturgy about their experiences 

here: how they became involved in the mission of St. Giles, how we carry out this mission, and 

why it matters. All of their testimonials, though different, had to do with their participation in 

this Christian community.  

 

We’re in the season when churches everywhere ask their members to make pledges of financial 

support for their communities during the coming year. Mike Piskel has been spearheading our 

own efforts in this regard; I hope you read his testimonial in the September Bells about the day 

his family first came to St. Giles, and how it immediately felt like homecoming. “We pray and 

celebrate as a team,” Mike wrote, “...a true collection of our members unified in prayer and 

celebration,” and that each Sunday there is “a reaffirmation of our strong collective faith with a 

mission to share it with the world.” He concludes, “That is what brings me back to St. Giles.” 

(Volume 61, Issue 8, p. 7) 

 

This morning, in preparation for this year’s pledge campaign, we continue with more 

testimonials. Just before the announcements, parishioners will speak about why they have kept 

coming back to St. Giles, why they have made it their parish community. They will speak from 

their hearts – nothing has been scripted for them, nor has it been previewed, by me or by anyone 

else. We’ll hear today from Susie Hall, and in the next few weeks we’ll also hear from Deborah 

Page, Bob Schultz, and Melly Schwartz. Mike and I hope that these testimonials will remind us 

all of the abundant blessings of the community we share, and of the opportunities St. Giles gives 

us to practice our faith, as all of us begin to pray about and plan our financial commitments for 

next year.  

 

As we consider all that we receive from this community, and as we reflect on what it means to 

us, we also remember that we are here for a purpose and mission that goes beyond ourselves. We 

come here to be fed, in order that we might feed others. We, too, are flawed human beings, just 

like those original followers of Jesus. But like them, we are flawed human beings who 

understand that we are bearers of Christ. We are here to give our lives to service in Christ’s 

name, not for our own glory and self-interest, but for the sake of the kingdom that seeks to draw 

all people into the loving embrace of God.  


