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Lots of us probably know the Hal David/Burt Bacharach song “What the World Needs Now”. In 

the song, it was “love, sweet love” – never a bad thing, of course, even though the song had 

nothing to do with faith. But in terms of faith, what the world needs now is Pentecost: every day, 

all the time. 

 

The story of Pentecost is the story of the power of the Holy Spirit. The lesson from Acts narrates 

the event that occurred when the disciples were gathered to celebrate Shavuot (in Greek, 

Pentecost), a harvest festival that occurred 50 days after Passover. The coming of the Holy Spirit 

in spectacular fashion on that gathering empowered Jesus’ disciples to become apostles, those 

who would be sent by God to spread the Good News of Jesus. In the Church, Pentecost is a day 

set apart for baptisms; and today, we welcome Lauren Addis and her son, Connor Keating, into 

the body of Christ. They, too, will receive the Holy Spirit – we say they are “sealed by the Holy 

Spirit…and marked as Christ’s own forever.” It’s not a stretch to say this is the most important 

day of their lives - and I’m so grateful that Lauren has made this decision for herself, and that she 

and Cory have brought their son Connor to be brought into the body of believers as well. 

 

But the event described in Acts was not the first time that people of faith had experienced God’s 

empowering Spirit. Another such time is described in the Book of Numbers. 

 

Moses has been straining under the demands/responsibilities of leading the Israelites, who have 

been freed from bondage in Egypt and now wander in the wilderness. They’ve forgotten the 

hardships they endured under Pharaoh and, tired of eating nothing but the manna God has given 

them, can only think about the delicious, delectable food they left behind in Egypt: the melons, 

the cucumbers, the fish, the meat – even the garlic! Moses asks God for help; God tells him to 

call out 70 elders who can share leadership duties with him and bring them to the tent of meeting 

(which was the tabernacle, the place where the ark of the covenant was enshrined, the visible 

sign of Yahweh’s presence). So Moses gathers these seventy, and God comes down in a cloud, 

takes some of the spirit that had been given to Moses, and gives it to these elders, and they 

prophesy – that is, they speak for God (Yahweh), they speak God’s truth. This was appropriate in 

a place where divine revelation was expected and often experienced. But – there were two guys, 

Eldad and Medad, who for some reason had stayed behind in the camp with everyone else, and 

somehow God’s spirit also was given to them. And they, too, prophesied; they, too, spoke on 

God’s behalf. That was not considered appropriate, and as we heard, some tattle-tale runs into 

the tent – “Mr. Moses! Mr. Moses! Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp!” Joshua, 

Moses’ right-hand man and eventual successor, takes up the complaint: “My lord Moses, stop 

them!” But is Moses upset? No; he tells Joshua, “This isn’t a competition. Would that all the 

Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit on them.” Would that all the 

Lord’s people were prophets…. 

 

That statement, that yearning, by Moses is as relevant now as it was all those centuries ago. It’s a 

reminder for us whenever we begin to think, like Joshua, that there are places where it’s 

somehow inappropriate to speak God’s truth; or that the people of God should not speak 

prophetically because someone might take offense; or that the Good News of Jesus should only 



be proclaimed by ordained people from the pulpit inside a church.  That’s why the Holy Spirit 

came down on those disciples gathered in Jerusalem, and gave them the gift of speech in other 

languages, and eventually dispersed them, sent them on the road.  That’s why Christians receive 

the Holy Spirit in baptism. That’s why we’re dismissed to go into the world to love and serve the 

Lord at the end of every liturgy.  

 

If Pentecost teaches us anything, it’s that God’s message of salvation and redemption is always 

appropriate. Because what the world needs now is for people of faith to speak God’s truth. What 

the world needs now is for the Church to stand up and be the Church: to proclaim the message of 

service to others in Christ’s name; to preach the love of Jesus, that triumphs over the fear and 

hate and polarization that cripples us. What the world needs now is for the community of the 

baptized to safeguard the integrity of creation and be stewards of the good earth God has given 

us; to uphold the dignity of every human being because every single human being is someone for 

whom Christ died; to live lives that exemplify and embody, that incarnate, God’s justice, peace, 

and mercy that are the hallmarks of Christian living. What the world needs now is for the 

Church, the community of the baptized, to stand up and be the Church: in the tent, yes; but also 

in the camp, in the marketplace, in the workplace, the school, the public arena, the private 

encounter; to show the world what the boundless, inclusive, joyful, sweet love of Jesus Christ 

looks like.  

 

That’s why the world needs Pentecost, and that’s why the promises made in baptism, promises 

made by Lauren and Connor and renewed by the rest of us, are so important, not just for us, but 

for our world. And if it all seems daunting, well, it can be; but we are never alone in that 

Christian journey. That’s why God puts us in communities, and sends the Holy Spirit to be our 

constant companion. We are never alone in that journey. So, Lauren and Connor, let’s get that 

journey started for you! 


