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Mark 12:13-17 
13They sent some of the Pharisees and supporters of Herod to trap him in his words. 14They 
came to him and said, “Teacher, we know that you’re genuine and you don’t worry about 
what people think. You don’t show favoritism but teach God’s way as it really is. Does the Law 
allow people to pay taxes to Caesar or not? Should we pay taxes or not?” 
 

15Since Jesus recognized their deceit, he said to them, “Why are you testing me? Bring me a 
coin. Show it to me.” 16And they brought one. He said to them, “Whose image and inscription is 
this?” “Caesar’s,” they replied. 17Jesus said to them, “Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and 
to God what belongs to God.” His reply left them overcome with wonder. 
       
 

Good evening, it is my pleasure to be with you tonight – to come together with neighbors 
and colleagues – to share a word as we gather to pray and to be fed at God’s table.   
 

In thinking about this evening, I kept coming back to a feeling – I am tired.  Do you know 
what I mean?  You are tired too, aren’t you? 
 

Of course, there are lots of other adjectives that could be used about the state of this 
election cycle – descriptive words for the candidates from which we have to choose and the 
practices of those campaigns – but at the end of the day I am just tired – worn out and 
weary of it all. 
 

I am weary of it all – but not without hope. 
 

One of the treasures of faith is the scriptures we have been given – and specifically the 
stories of Jesus as he navigates the political and religious landscape of his day.  It seems like 
everyone is trying to trap him, trick him, catch him flip-flopping on issues or with an errant 
email or an open mic when he’s not expecting it. 
 

This evening’s reading from Mark’s gospel is another one of those – and actually the whole 
of chapter 12 in Mark is like that. 
 

Tonight, we hear this interchange over taxes – one of those rock and a hard place choices 
for Jesus.  If he were to answer that everyone should pay taxes to Rome then Jesus comes 
into conflict with the Law of Moses. But to state that Jews should not pay taxes, gets him in 
hot water with the Romans. 
 

Of course, we know Jesus as an expert in these kind of debates and he is able to find 
common ground that leaves everyone amazed.  But this common ground that he finds is 
tailor-made for us tonight.  Before we get swept away in the highs and lows of partisanship 
– or so fed up that we walk away and swear it off forever – Jesus calls us back. 
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Jesus calls us back to this way of navigating as people of faith – teaching that as citizens we 
are to give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar – and importantly to give to God what belongs 
to God. 
 
In this chapter of Mark – as Jesus navigates this question of paying taxes – he also tells the 
parable of the tenant farmers that enrages the Pharisees and increases their fervor to do 
him in – Jesus is then accosted by the Sadducees about the laws of marriage and the 
afterlife – as they attempt to trap him in a riddle.  And finally the punch-line, a lawyer had 
been listening to all of this and he comes over to Jesus and asks:  “Which commandment is 
the most important of all?” 
 

Jesus replied, “The most important one is Israel, listen! The Lord our God is one. 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength. The second is this, You will love your neighbor as 
yourself. No other commandment is greater than these.” (Mark 12:29-31) 

 

Jesus calls us back – Jesus reminds us of what is important – what our “job” is, if you will. 
For us as people of faith, followers of Jesus, sharers of grace and peace – our work does not 
change from today, to tomorrow, to the day after.  We are to love the Lord our God with all 
our heart, mind and strength and love our neighbor as ourselves. 
 

And so, we will keep feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, working for peace and 
justice in our homes, in our communities, in our world.  We will visit the sick and the lonely 
and the incarcerated – we will pray for healing and wholeness. We will be agents of grace 
and mercy and compassion.  We will speak for those who have no voice. We will encourage 
those that need support and a word of friendship. 
 

This will not change from today, to tomorrow, to the day after. 
 

As I said – I am weary of it all, but I am not without hope.  And that hope comes from God – 
God who is looking for partners in caring for this world.  It is that same hope that we are 
reminded of each time we gather at the table to receive God’s good gifts. 
 

It is at this table that we are reminded of the real power in this world —the power to save, 
to transform, to change— all of this ultimately rests not in political parties or presidents or 
protests but in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 
 

We’ll remember freedom — true freedom — is given by God and is indeed not free. It 
comes with a cost and it looks like a cross. 
  
And so tonight, we pray for our country, we pray for our elected and soon to be elected 
leaders, we pray for our communities, we pray for people who feel left out – for those on 
the margins.  And we gather at this table to be renewed, refreshed and strengthened for the 
work that lies ahead. 
 

Yes, I am weary of it all, but I am not without hope.   
We are not without hope. 
Amen. 


