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The short novel More Tea, Jesus? by James Lark is set in contemporary times in the small, 

sleepy English village of Little Collyweston, and as its charming title and pastoral setting surely 

make abundantly clear, this novel is about the second coming. But this second coming isn’t the 

apocalyptic, destructive, fire-and-brimstone, death-and-damnation scenario that we’ve been led 

to believe will characterize the end times. No, this second coming has the potential to be gentle, 

loving, compassionate; any judgement that occurs is self-rendered by the residents of the village 

on their own selves. As the story opens, the parishioners at St. Barnabas are trying to figure out 

why a young, faintly Semitic-looking man has been showing up each Sunday and sitting in the 

back row of the church. He has long hair, he’s (very) casually dressed; he doesn’t seem to fit 

with this nice little Anglican parish, and there is absolutely no reason for those good folks to pay 

him any attention.Though friendly when approached, which he usually isn’t, he doesn’t have 

much to say initially – it’s almost as if he’s waiting for someone to just “come and see”.  

Eventually the vicar and a few others realize that the young man is, in fact, Jesus himself; but 

what to do about that? After all, they have a pretty good idea of who Jesus is, and this guy 

doesn’t fit their expectations; he’s not the Jesus they either expect or wish to see. Most of them 

just wish he’d go away and let them get on with things. 

 

This morning we hear John’s gospel tell of some curious Greeks who “wish to see Jesus”.  

They’ve come for the Passover festival; they are likely either gentile Greeks looking to convert 

to Judaism, or they are Hellenized Jews from the diaspora. Either way, they represent a world 

that goes far beyond Judean and Galilean Judaism; it’s been said they remind us that “God so 

love[s] the world” and not just one particular population in it. They approach Philip, who goes to 

Andrew, and the two of them in turn approach Jesus, who begins to speak of his upcoming 

glorification; that is, his death. Has he not noticed the foreign visitors; or, is he addressing them 

directly and specifically? John isn’t clear who is included in the “them” that Jesus is addressing. 

 

Notice that all these Greeks have asked for is to “see” Jesus. They don’t ask for instruction from 

him or for a theological debate with him (unlike the religious authorities who always seem to be 

itching for fight). We don’t know what they’ve heard about Jesus: is it favorable, unfavorable, 

controversial, comforting, challenging? Were they in the temple earlier when Jesus “lost it” and 

drove out the animals and merchants? Do they have expectations of him based on what they’ve 

heard, or are they completely open-minded? Do they, in fact, actually get to “see Jesus”,  

or are they thwarted by the chain of command and the rabbi’s apparent non-sequitur, agrarian 

discourse that follows their inquiry? These are questions that the gospel doesn’t answer for us. 

 

What this passage does tell us – and for the sake of argument I’m going to assume that the 

Greeks hear this discourse along with the others – is that it’s clear that for Jesus, the time it now.  

The time is now to end the discourses, the teachings, the rabble-rousing, the debates with the 

religious authorities. Something much more important is about to happen: the culmination, the 

purpose of his earthly presence, his “end”, his reason for being “tabernacle” here among them:  

all of it is coming to fruition. As Jesus says, The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 

glorified. He uses an illustration that his hearers will likely understand: unless a grain of wheat 

falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  



That’s certainly true, but what can that possibly have to do with Jesus? What does it mean for his 

listeners? It appears that what they’ve all been seeing of Jesus up to now is not all there is to see.  

Jesus continues: Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will 

keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant 

be also. At this point, if the Greeks, or Jesus’ earliest disciples for that matter – disciples that 

included Philip and Andrew – were to ask Jesus “where do you abide” as they did in the first part 

of this gospel, Jesus would not be inviting them to “come and see” him, come and converse with 

him, in the house where he was staying; he would likely point them to the cross. You want to 

“see” Jesus? Then “come and see” the cross. Whoever serves Jesus must follow him all the way 

to the cross; if his followers, then and now, want to be with him, to “abide” with him, then his 

followers, then and now, have got to be with him on the cross. They, we, have to be willing to 

die; and that doesn’t only mean physical death.  

 

We know that; we’ve heard it before – it’s the good news, believe it or not. As Bishop Lee once 

remarked, it’s difficult to do evangelism when the basic message of the church is “come with us 

and we’ll show you how to die”! That doesn’t sound very compelling, does it? It’s so much 

easier to invite people into Christian community by emphasizing the friendliness of the 

congregation, the beauty of the liturgy, the ministries (or “activities” or “programs”) that the 

parish is involved in, the well-worded mission statement, than it is to try and convince people 

that there are parts of themselves that must die: attitudes, habits, disordered loves, fear,  

failure or unwillingness to seek and serve Christ or to respect the dignity of every human being,  

reluctance to proclaim the good news…have those things, in fact, died in us? 

 

I think the answer to that just might influence which Jesus it is that we “wish to see”: the Jesus 

who dies on our behalf (admittedly a comforting thought), or the Jesus who summons us to die 

with him so that, like that grain of wheat that falls into the earth and dies, we can produce much 

fruit. That second Jesus is the Jesus that the Greeks and others around them saw when they went 

up to worship at the Passover festival. Jesus’ promised to draw all the world to himself is good 

news for those Greeks, it’s good news for the disciples, for the Pharisees, even for those who 

could not, who cannot, bring themselves to believe in him. It’s good news for the lazy, the semi-

committed; it’s certainly good news for us. 

 

One week from today, Holy Week begins with the topsy-turvy paradox that is Palm Sunday,  

and we are on our way toward the cross, toward crucifixion, toward death. These are stories we 

know so well, most of us. Are we prepared to see something new in them? Are we ready to see 

Jesus as if, like those Greeks, we had never encountered him before?  

 

Do we truly wish to see Jesus? If so, which Jesus do we wish to see? The Jesus who died on our 

behalf so that he could be resurrected on our behalf, or the Jesus who calls us to die with him so 

that we, too, can be raised with him, drawing us toward our own deaths so that we can live in 

God’s perfect and wonderful eternity, not just in the next life but in this one, too?  

 


