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Alternative facts, alternate truth, fake news – terms we hear a lot these days. There are so many 

information sources out there that it can be hard to know what to believe and whom to trust. Our 

political climate has deteriorated so that civil discourse is exceedingly rare and nearly impossible;  

partisanship gives rise to irrational fears and closed minds – or maybe it’s the other way around.  

Many fear there is a real danger that alternate truth, may become the “truth” that we live into, the only 

“truth” we come to know.  

 

But so-called alternate truth has been around and on offer for a long time; since the beginning, in fact, 

as we see in our lesson from Genesis. God has created the world and placed in Eden a garden, a 

paradise. To care for that exquisite creation, God has made, from the dust of the earth, human beings. It 

really is the perfect life. Adam and Eve have one job – and that is to obey God their Creator.  

 

Yes, there’s THAT tree: the tree of knowledge of good and evil, or in Hebrew; its fruit of is forbidden to 

them. But God has warned that if they eat of its fruit they will die, and given everything else that God 

has supplied them with, that tree is easily ignored. 

 

At least, it’s easily ignored until the serpent appears on the scene, “more crafty” than any other wild 

animal the Lord God had made. Suddenly there’s a “blip” in this beautiful and perfect world. A choice 

must be made, as an alternative is presented: an alternative to obeying God. Did God tell you that you 

would die? You’re not gonna die – you’re gonna be just like God; your eyes will be truly open to see the 

truth, and you’ll know what God knows: the difference between good and evil. “You will be just like 

God” - you will know the truth! - it’s all too, too tempting. We know the rest of the story, its terrible 

consequences, as eventually, after confrontation and betrayal, the two are driven out of Eden and into a 

world where the chaos and disorder that God had so carefully sealed away during the process of creation 

are unleashed on the hitherto unblemished world.  

 

The serpent has presented these two with an alternative in opposition to God’s truth. They forget who 

they are, whose they are, and choose instead to try and live into an identity without God. They choose 

false reality that is not and never could be true, because it isn’t God’s truth; we are all aware of the 

outcome. 

 

But God was not willing to allow that false reality to take hold of us or our world. So finally God 

became one of us in the person of Jesus Christ, not just to tell us the way to live into God’s truth,  

but to show us the way, through his public ministry, life, and death. 

 

But that public ministry could not begin until Jesus himself had an opportunity for self-examination and 

fasting, the same disciplines that the Church expects of those of us who follow him during this season of 

Lent. The Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness immediately after his baptism, when God had identified 

Jesus as “my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” Into that wilderness came the devil. Just like the 

serpent in Genesis, he tries to bait Jesus, to cast doubt in his mind, bidding him to question God’s claim: 

“If you are the Son of God turn stones to bread, throw yourself off the temple…” If you are the Son of 

God, prove it! 



And if that isn’t enough, the devil offers Jesus “all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor” - if 

Jesus will fall down and worship the devil instead of God. Those worldly kingdoms, sometimes known 

as “empire”, are not just governments, but anything founded on or subservient to greed, oppression, 

inordinate power, violence, or other ungodly practices – in the words of our baptismal covenant, “…the 

evil powers of this world that corrupt and destroy the creatures of God”. The devil offers this to Jesus, 

but for Jesus there is only the kingdom of God.  

 

He offers Jesus a false reality, an alternate truth, one in which Jesus would reject God and take for 

himself all those kingdoms, those empires and their splendor (and isn’t it frightening, the idea that all 

those things might actually be Satan’s to give away? I’ve always been troubled by that.) But Jesus 

consistently resists, rebutting each temptation with God’s commandments.  

 

The name Satan comes from Hebrew and means “tester of loyalties”. As such, Satan can take many 

forms: a serpent that suddenly appears in a hitherto perfect world a being or spirit who suddenly sets 

upon a weary, hungry, physically weak sojourner in the wilderness. But Satan can be anything that 

tempts us away from our identity as children of God; anything that compels us to leave the ways of God 

and enter a false reality, an alternate truth that says we can serve two masters. 

 

God, who loves us unconditionally, asks for nothing more and nothing less than our obedience.  

And yet it’s so easy to think that we can be better off, that we can exist and prosper, by going our own 

way, turning a blind eye to the injustices and cruelties of the world; ignoring God’s claim on us.  

 

Following Jesus, obeying God, is costly; it’s really costly. I expect it will become more costly still.  

Perhaps the worst temptation we can give into, is the one that says we’re powerless in the face of those 

alternate truths and false realities. Some would say that conversations about them don’t belong in the 

church because the church should be a spiritual haven away from those things; that the church isn’t here 

to upset the status quo. But friends, that’s exactly what the church is called to do: to be a voice of 

contradiction against those powers that lead us away from God’s truth. It’s what Jesus did the whole of 

his earthly ministry and yes, it’s what got him killed.  

 

You and I are called to be faithful to the message of the gospel, the truth of God made flesh and blood in 

Jesus Christ; there is no other source, no other truth. It’s really all we can do. And it’s everything. 

 

 

 

 

 


