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I believe it was the late priest and theologian Robert Farrar Capon who once wrote that the 

majority of people do not want a Messiah who saves us in our humanity; but instead would 

rather have a Messiah who fishes us out of our humanity. If that is true of the majority of people, 

then I have some bad news for them this morning: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

 

Now, if Capon is correct, there are two serious errors in that thinking. The first is that we expect 

something from God that isn’t part of God’s plan or desire for us, because ridding us of our 

humanity is not part of the divine plan. The second error is that our humanity is not worth saving 

– and that is much more troubling. It may be a tempting thought, given all that’s going on in the 

world, all the horrible things we hear about and witness. Many of us may well be wondering 

whether the state of the world can get any worse (I fear it can, and likely will); whether the state 

we find ourselves in will ever end (it will, but surely not in the time frame we’d like); and/or 

whether God truly still cares about this world  or ever did (answers: yes, and yes, and  today 

proves it. More on that later.) 

 

St. Paul puts it right out there: “For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of 

the dead has also come through a human being….” The story of Easter is the story of a Love so 

strong that nothing in this world could stop it or kill it. And it’s the story, THE story, of our 

humanity – fallen, forgiven, redeemed, and raised. It’s the most human story we have or ever 

will have. Everything that God has done in Jesus Christ, from annunciation and incarnation 

through teachings and miracles, and up through crucifixion, death, and burial, God has used our 

humanity to do. 

 

In several of the gospel accounts, including the beautiful story we just heard from John, there are 

angelic presences who address the troubled women and other disciples who journey to the tomb, 

only to find it empty. But these heavenly beings are simply messengers. The true witnesses to the 

resurrection, like Mary Magdalene, the ones who are eventually sent out, encounter a very 

human Jesus. The Jesus who calls Mary Magdalene by name is not a disembodied heavenly 

voice; he truly is her “Rabbouni”, her teacher. He is still completely human and corporeal; so 

much so, in fact, that Mary could grasp him, she could hold on to him; in fact, he had to tell her 

not to! Eventually, this Jesus will continue to prove that he is still the embodied risen Lord by 

eating with his disciples and even allowing them to touch the wounds in his body. 

 

St. Paul’s reminds us that our salvation story originates with disobedience in Eden’s garden by 

the first human beings, two people who decided that being human wasn’t good enough for them; 

they wanted to be like God, knowing everything. That act of disobedience got them driven out of 

Paradise, but it’s not the end of the story. The classic Easter icon “The Harrowing of Hell” shows 

Jesus, who has gone down to the depths of Hell in order to meet Satan, to say to him, “Game 

over, loser!” and he has grabbed Adam and Eve and he’s pulling them up out of their coffins. 

They look sleepy, fearful, almost resentful, as if they can’t be bothered with this resurrection 

thing but the truth is, they have no choice. Jesus has them by the wrists and he will not let them 

go! In fact, the very gates of Hell have been flung off their hinges; you can even see hardware 



scattered on the ground. Take a look at the icon after the service –it’s out in the narthex under the 

bulletin boards. Jesus has been to Hell and back, and humanity is free of its hold on us. 

 

Salvation, new life, resurrection is a work in progress. Christ’s resurrection is the definitive proof 

that God not only cares about, but truly loves, our humanity and the created world. In his Easter 

message to the church, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry quotes George McLeod, the founder of 

the Iona Community. McLeod …(argues) that the cross be raised again at the centre of the 

marketplace as well as on the steeple of the church….recovering the claim that Jesus was not 

crucified in a cathedral between two candles, but on a cross between two thieves, on the town 

garbage dump, at a crossroads so cosmopolitan that they had to write his title in Hebrew, Latin 

and Greek.  It was the kind of place where cynics talk smut, thieves curse, soldiers 

gamble.  That’s where he died.  And that’s where we as Christians ought to be and what we as 

Christians ought to be about.
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McLeod reminds us of the overwhelming humanity of the story we tell. He reminds us that our 

human Lord was crucified under the worst of human conditions, and that the good news that the 

resurrection of the human Jesus is not just a message about where we spend eternity after we die, 

but a message of hope for humanity now; a message that must be taken to all the places in this 

world where terrorist bombs and mass shootings, pandemic disease and vitriolic political 

rhetoric, poverty and starvation, street violence and domestic abuse, discrimination and 

environmental degradation and injustice continue to threaten human existence and wellbeing; 

everywhere that death, the enemy, lurks and lives and flourishes. The last enemy to be destroyed 

is death; but death will be destroyed. God is seeing to that. The tomb could not keep this good 

news imprisoned, and neither can we. God help us, and our world,  if we keep it locked up inside 

ourselves, or inside our churches; or if we only dare to talk about it with the people who already 

know.  

 

Someone observed that perhaps what really captivates us about Jesus is not his divinity (though 

no one’s denying that); but rather how fully and completely he inhabits his humanity. He inhabits 

it so fully that he doesn’t avoid or escape death when it’s presented to him; he fears it, faces it, 

accepts it, endures it. Then, he conquers it. In all that Jesus does he shows us what it means to be 

a human being, as God intended; and how to embrace human life as God intends for it to be 

lived. 

 

We don’t have a choice but to accept the fact that our humanity, flawed as it is by our own sin 

but still and always beloved of God, really and truly is redeemable; and isn’t that good news?  

Now: what are we going to do with that? Well, I hope, I trust, that we’ll leave this place with that 

good news not just on our lips, but also in our hearts and actions; that we do whatever we can to 

bring healing, hope, and reconciliation wherever we encounter a need for it; so that more and 

more people can live into the full humanity that God intends for all of us. And let us proclaim, 

with Christians everywhere, what is not just good news, but truly the BEST news: Alleluia…. 
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