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At the end of this parish’s mission statement is the tag line, “Come as you are.” What that means 

is that we accept all people into our community, regardless of where they might be on their faith 

journey. People who come through our doors for the first time may be seasoned Episcopalians, 

or seekers who have little or no experience of Christianity, or even religion in general, or anyone 

who falls somewhere in between those two categories. We welcome the opportunity to address 

doubts and questions – we strive to make this community a safe place for that, whether someone 

is brand new or a long-term member. Of course, “Come as you are” does not mean “Stay as you 

are” – that would deny the power of the Christian journey, a journey of continuous 

transformation as we try to draw closer and closer to God and have every more abundant life in 

the name of Jesus. In fact, the deeper our relationship with God in Christ, the more likely we are 

to have new questions arise, new areas we want to explore. Faith is dynamic, not static. Today’s 

gospel illustrates that. 

 

It’s the evening of the resurrection, and we find most of the disciples gathered together for what 

may be the first time since their final supper with Jesus on the night of his betrayal. It’s kind of a 

messy time for them; they don’t really know or understand what might be coming next. Only that 

morning the disciples had heard Mary Magdalene’s joyous news: “I have seen the Lord!” - but 

had they believed her? The gospel writer doesn’t really tell us. And now the disciples are not 

only in the same room where they’d eaten that final meal; they have locked themselves in it out 

of fear that the religious authorities who came after Jesus would also come after them.  

 

But instead it’s Jesus himself who arrives and almost immediately, without being asked, offers 

them a look at his hands and feet - perhaps someone asked to see them?  Again, we don’t know.  

Then right away Jesus commissions them as apostles: “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 

(That’s what it means to be an apostle.) Jesus breathes on them: “Receive the Holy Spirit.”  

(This is actually John’s version of what we celebrate at Pentecost; but his version tends to lose 

out to the splendor and pyrotechnics of the one we get fifty days later in Acts.) However, as we 

know, there is one who misses out on all this. Thomas, for reasons unknown, is elsewhere on that 

momentous evening; when he shows up later the others expect him to take their word for it that 

they had seen Jesus. But that’s not good enough for this Twin – Thomas has “come as he is”, 

doubts and all; he wants physical evidence of the resurrection for himself, or he will not believe. 

 

Now it’s only fair to say at this point that poor Thomas isn’t asking for anything that the others 

hadn’t had up to this point. He wants to see the wounds of Jesus, yes – but not just see them.  

Thomas wants to touch them– to put his fingers in the holes left by the nails, and to put his hand 

into Jesus’ side. Anything less, and he won’t believe that Jesus has actually returned from the 

dead. It’s a pretty graphic request. Horrific wounds such as these do not heal quickly, and Jesus’ 

resurrection has not made them disappear. 

 

One week later, same basic scenario, but this time, Thomas is present. Jesus shows up and again 

without being asked, shows Thomas the cruel marks of crucifixion – but he doesn’t just show 

them to the disciple. "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 



my side. Do not doubt but believe." Jesus is reassuring, not scolding, Thomas. And Thomas 

answers him, "My Lord and my God!" A confession of faith; Thomas has found grace. 

 

I said a moment ago that Thomas’ request was a graphic one. It’s also an incredibly incarnational 

one. For many, that is most, of the disciples, including Mary Magdalene, it really was enough 

just to see Jesus. But Thomas needed to touch, even to enter into, the places where Jesus had 

been physically hurt. And I wonder if there isn’t some message in that for us, a message that 

goes way beyond the usual “doubting Thomas” overlay that’s so often associated with this story. 

 

Yes, Thomas had his doubts, but so did the others; so have Christians throughout the ages, and so 

do you and I. Several times in the gospel Thomas is referred to as “the Twin”; we don’t know 

whose twin he is. There’s a theory that Thomas is actually Jesus’ twin, though I’m not sure that 

really stands up to scriptural scrutiny. There’s another theory that I like better, which is that 

Thomas is our twin, yours and mine. He reflects doubt and uncertainty that we all possess to 

some degree and at various points; but he’s also an exemplar of faith and loyalty. It’s Thomas 

who, several chapters back in John’s gospel, asks Jesus how the disciples can “know the way to 

the place where Jesus is going,” which prompts one of Jesus’ best-known responses to any 

question ever:  “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” And it’s Thomas who, several chapters 

before that, when Jesus heads toward Judea upon learning of Lazarus’ death, knowing the fate 

that awaits him there, suggests to his fellow disciples, “Let us go also, so that we may die with 

him.” Jesus, God incarnate, shows us a model for perfect humanity; Thomas, our “twin”, shows 

us an imperfect but ultimately faithful disciple, wrestling with the doubts and questions of faith 

and striving toward the kind of human living that God intends and desires for all of us. Jesus 

honors those doubts and questions; if we strive to follow him, we can do no less! 

 

So, this morning I want to do something a little bit different – OK, maybe a lot different! I’ve 

asked the ushers to pass out index cards (ushers, please do that now; Jim Brown has them for the 

choir). I invite you to write down a question or two about the Bible, about theology, or your own 

faith – maybe something you’re currently struggling with or have struggled with for some time, 

maybe even something you wish you had physically proof  for! – then fold them up and put them 

in the offering plates when the ushers come around with those later on. You can sign your name, 

or not, as you prefer. The topics and questions will likely become public but the attributions will 

remain confidential. We will do our best to address those questions in the coming weeks.  

I’ll leave a few moments between the end of the sermon and the creed so you can write down 

what you need to. Please remember, as you do this, that questions and doubts are marks of a 

growing and engaged faith. 

 

The wonderful 14
th

 century English mystic Julian of Norwich experienced a series of revelations 

and visions of Jesus. She called them “Showings”; in one of them she writes of her vision of the 

wound in Jesus’ side: 

With a kindly countenance our good Lord looked in to his side, and he gazed with joy, and with 

his sweet regard he drew his creature’s understanding into his side by the same wound; and 

there he revealed a fair and delectable place, large enough for all mankind that will be saved 

and will rest in peace and in love….and as he rejoiced he showed to my understanding a part of 

his blessed divinity, as much as was his will at that time, strengthening my poor soul to 



understand what can be said, that is the endless love which was without beginning and is and 

always shall be.
1
 

 

For Thomas, the wound in Jesus’s side provided an entrance into that “fair and delectable place”,  

a place where his soul could be strengthened and new understanding could begin. Jesus invites 

all of us to “come as we are” into such a  place where doubts and questions are honored, and 

where we are loved maybe not in spite of those doubts and questions, but perhaps because of 

them; a place where Jesus, “close to the Father’s heart”, has made the love and grace of God 

known and available to all. 
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