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Bishop’s Visit to Include Confirmation,
Reception of New Members
There will be one service only at 10:15 on December 9 as we welcome the Rt. Rev. Jeffrey D. Lee,
Bishop of Chicago.
His visit will include confirmation and reception of
new members, some informal conversation about
the church and the Diocese over our usual Second
Sunday breakfast, and a meeting with the Vestry.
And of course, we will celebrate with a festive Coffee Hour following the liturgy! Please be on hand to
welcome the Bishop of Chicago! (And we‘ll all be
wearing nametags that day!)

Please Join Us This Season!
Advent Lessons
& Carols:

Sunday, December 2
4:00 PM

Feast of
St. Nicholas

Thursday, December 6
Eucharist • 6:30 PM

Christmas Eve:

Family Eucharist • 4:30 PM
Special Prelude Music • 10:30 PM
Festival Eucharist • 11:00 PM

Christmas Day:

Holy Eucharist • 10:15 AM
(spoken service with sermon)
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Our Schedule
Sundays
Holy Eucharist — 8:00 AM
Christian Formation — 9 AM
Holy Eucharist — 10:15 AM
3rd Sundays of the Month
Healing & Anointing
at both services
Thursdays
Evening Prayer — 4:30 PM
(prayer room, ed. bldg.)
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Rector’s Reflection:
The Possibilities of Advent
I remember an old advertisement for MasterCard that featured Broadway legend Angela Lansbury; it ended with her saying ―Master the possibilities!‖ Of course no one
can ever master all the possibilities, and most of us probably don‘t want to. But the ad
hinged on getting people to think beyond their ordinary goals to the fact that so much
more might be possible as long as they didn‘t have to pay for all of it at once.
In the season of Advent God calls us to ―master the possibilities‖. But where the credit card companies ask us to overextend, open our wallets, and acquire more that we
need (a particular hazard at this time of year), God asks us to slow down, to stop,
even; to open our hearts, and to be prepared to acquire God‘s gracious gift of salvation which is all that we need.
Advent allows and invites us to begin afresh. Jesus tells us to be watchful and alert to
that which is both unexpected and unexpectedly present. John the Baptizer urges our
repentance, a literal ―turning around‖ of our hearts and minds so that we may level
our own hills and valleys and prepare a pathway free of twists and turns that allows
the Lord access to our lives and vice versa. An angel announces a pair of impossible,
holy births to two stunned couples.
There‘s nothing new here, yet it bears repeating, year after year. God‘s gift is not one
to be garnered on the run, in the midst of a host of other tasks and distractions. The
Incarnation doesn‘t belong somewhere on a list; it is the list. It must be received intentionally, and nurtured in relationship. The Divine is taking on the human condition.
Let‘s make room, and time, for that.
I hope that each one of us can find some regular, quiet time during this season to pray,
to anticipate, to reflect, and to be genuinely open to the presence of God. It may be
daily or weekly; done alone, or with a friend or a group. Pray for the boldness of the
Baptizer, the courage of Mary, the fortitude of Joseph, the insight of Elizabeth. Make
the coming of Christ real for you.
This Advent, may God help us all to ―master the possibilities‖ of what life in Christ has
to offer. May you be blessed with joy, gladness, and beauty.
Cynthia +
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December
Birthdays & Anniversaries
Birthdays:
1
Erick Cerveny
2
Margaret Pearson
4
Merlin Lehman
5
Lynne Adams
8
Warren Pearson
10
Coleman Solano
Anniversaries:
10
Bob Robinson & Ellie Bonebrake
27
Belinda Chandler & Henry Austin
Tom & Cindy Conrad

Do we have your birthday and/or anniversary information? If
not, we can’t list it here! If you’re not sure we have it and
would like to add the information to our files, please contact
the office at 847-272-6622 or admin@saint-giles.org.

Vestry Clerk Steps Down
The Rector has accepted the resignation of Tracey Solano as
Clerk of the Vestry. Tracey‘s service has been exemplary
over the past several years, and she will be missed. The
Clerk is not a voting member of the Vestry, but is an Officer
of the Parish and as such is appointed by the Vestry. Duties
include taking minutes at vestry and other canonically required parish meetings, certifying documents and witnessing
signatures on occasion, and posting minutes and financial
reports in the narthex. If you are interested in this position,
or would like to nominate someone, please speak with the
Rector or one of the Wardens. And please thank Tracey for
her dedicated service to the parish in this capacity.

October Treasurer’s Report
Total revenues for the month of October were $18,654.72.
Total expenses for the month were $19,097.25 resulting in
a deficit of $442.53 for the month and a surplus of
$8,986.33 for the year. A complete financial report for the
year through October 2012 can be found in the narthex.
— Gloriann Harris, Treasurer

December
Lectionary Readings
December 2 - Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-9
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36
December 9 - Advent 2
Baruch 5:1-9
Canticle 16
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
December 16 - Advent 3
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Canticle 9
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
December 23 - Advent 4
Micah 5:2-5a
Canticle 3 (8:00); 15 (10:15)
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)
December 24 (Christmas Eve)
Isaiah 9:2-7
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14(15-20)
Psalm 96
December 25 (Christmas Day)
Isaiah 62:6-12
Titus 3:4-7
Luke 2:(1-7)8-20
Psalm 97
December 30 - Christmas 1 (Holy Family)
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 3:23-25;4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147:13-21

Page 4

December 2012

Which Saint Were You Expecting?
We looked at our patron saint, Giles, in September and at a whole bunch of other saints, including the famous Saint
Januarius, in October. Now that it‘s December, it‘s time for …
That‘s right: Saint Nicholas.
Like many other early saints, little is actually known about Nicholas and much of what is known is from less-thanreliable sources. He was a Greek born in about 280 in what is now Turkey. According to legend, his wealthy parents
died when he was young and, as a devout Christian, he gave away his inheritance to help the needy and sick. He was
ordained a priest by his uncle and succeeded him as bishop of Myra (in southern Turkey) while still a young man. Nicholas was imprisoned for several years during Roman Emperor Diocletian‘s persecution of Christians. In 325 he is said
to have attended the Council of Nicaea — the one where the Nicene Creed was drafted — but there is evidence to
suggest that this is not true. He died December 6, 345 (or 342 or 352) in Myra. In 1087 his body was taken — stolen,
some sources say — from Myra and moved to Bari in Italy, where his remains were said to have had miraculous healing
powers. He is the patron saint of children (you knew that, right?), mariners, merchants, bakers, and travelers, and of
Russia and many European cities. His feast day is not, as you might think, Christmas Eve, but December 6.
Probably the best known story about Nicholas — and the one that defined his future — concerns three girls whose
father couldn‘t afford doweries for them. To save them from a life on the street, Nicholas snuck into their house at
night and put gold coins into the stockings and shoes they had left drying by the fireplace. (There are several versions
of this story; this one seems to have been colored by a pagan story involving the Norse god Odin, who brought presents to children by entering their homes through chimneys.) In some European counties it is on St Nicholas Day —
December 6 — that children receive their presents.
St Nicholas did not arrive in America with British colonists, most of whom were Puritans and didn‘t believe in saints.
He probably arrived with the Dutch, although some scholars, spoilsports that they are, dispute this. His Dutch name
was Sint Nicolass, or Sinterklaas, and you can see where that led. Nicolass appears in Washington Irving‘s satirical
Knickerbocker’s History of New York (1809) as a Dutchman who smokes a clay pipe. But it was Clement Moore and
Thomas Nast who turned a Greek saint into a fat, jolly beared man who says ―Ho, ho, ho.‖ Clement Moore (17791863), a professor at General Theological Seminary in New York, is credited with writing the poem ―A Visit from Saint
Nicholas‖ (also known as ―The Night Before Christmas‖), which was published anonymously in 1823. (Some of those
spoilsport scholars dispute his authorship. Moore said he wrote it for his children and published it anonymously because it would have been beneath his dignity as a professor to have his name associated with something so childish.) In
1863 a drawing byThomas Nast (1840-1902) in Harper’s Weekly gave Santa his present size and shape. Now, if you‘ll
excuse me, it‘s time for my long winter‘s nap.
— Doug Downey

From the Sr. Warden
We hear of the wealthy man who was told to sell his possessions, give the proceeds to the poor and follow Jesus. What
about the buyer of those possessions? Was he committing a sin by acquiring more goods? Or, because he supplied the
cash that ended up with the poor people, was he doing a good deed? I don‘t know the answer to these questions; I only
raise them in an attempt to make a point. It‘s not the possessions that matter; it‘s the harm they can do to us. Jesus saw
that the rich man‘s goods possessed him, not the other way around. They owned him in the sense that they were holding
him back from knowing God. So Jesus invents a way to move forward — to follow him. I believe what Jesus asks the rich
man is the same thing he asks of us daily: ―How do we use what God has given us — our abilities, our resources, and our
short time here on earth — to draw us closer to Him? To see thee more clearly, love thee more dearly, follow thee
more nearly. When can I use all that is with me for the one who loves me?‖
If you haven‘t had the chance yet to complete your financial pledge, please pick up a form in the narthex or call the office.
Any additional help is always appreciated. Early next year we will be making our ―joining God in the world‖ pledges
(formerly known as time and talent). Thanks to all of you for making our parish so rich in spirit.
Yours in Christ, George Miller
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Music Notes
ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS SERVICE • SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2 @ 4:00 PM
The choir has been hard at work preparing for this beautiful service. Hymns and anthems appropriate for the Advent
season will be offered. This is a wonderful opportunity to invite friends to St. Giles.
NEW CHOIR MEMBERS
I am pleased to welcome Anne-Marie Williams to the soprano section of the choir. Anne-Marie and her family recently
arrived in Northbrook from England, and the entire family sings and/or plays musical instruments (see Christmas Eve at
4:30, below). The choir also welcomes back Ruth Ann Kirkwood as an alto. The Kirkwoods were very active at St.
Giles before they moved to Vernon Hills about 20 years ago. Ruth Ann was a soprano in the choir when I first came to
St. Giles, but she has kindly agreed to join the alto section since we have a need for singers there.
CHRISTMAS EVE @ 4:30 PM
This traditional family service will include familiar carols for all to sing. We have a wonderful line up of instrumentalists
from the congregation who will be leading our singing: Chuck Kolar, Coleman Solano, & Lizzie Williams – trumpets;
Harrison Solano – trombone; Huw Williams – French horn; and Alex Williams – percussion
Please see me right away if you would also like to join in this merry band!
CHRISTMAS EVE @ 10:30 PM
The Solemn Choral Eurcharist will begin at 10:30 with 30 minutes of music — including Marc-Antoine Charpentier‘s
―Christmas Cantata‖ (with two recorders), duets for recorders, and familiar carols sung by all. At 11:00 p.m., the
choir‘s anthems will include ―Resonet in Laudibus‖ by Orlando di Lasso and ―In the bleak midwinter‖ by Harold Darke.
BACH ORGAN MARATHON: FUNDRAISER FOR HUNGER RESOURCE NETWORK
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10 (12:00-6:00) – SAVE THE DATE!
Twelve organists will perform at this event, which will also celebrate the 20th anniversary of the installation of our beautiful Hellmuth Wolff organ —
 Bruce Barber, St. James Cathedral, Chicago
 James R. Brown, St. Giles
 Julia Brueck, St. David‘s, Glenview
 Richard Clemmitt, Christ Church, Winnetka
 Robert Horton, St. Mark‘s, Evanston
 David Jonies, Holy Name Cathedral, Chicago
 Margaret Kemper, Presbyterian Homes & Northwestern University, Evanston
 Merlin Lehman, former organist, St. Giles
 Jay Peterson, Christ Church, Winnetka
 Ricardo Ramirez, Holy Name Cathedral, Chicago
 David Schrader, Church of the Ascension, Chicago
 Richard Sobak, St. Christopher‘s, Oak Park
EVENSONG, SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT • SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24 @ 4:00 PM
Look for more information on this program in future issues of The Bells and Sunday bulletins.

— Jim Brown
Director of Music

Cathedral Shelter Christmas Boxes Due
Please plan to bring your items for the boxes to the church by Tuesday, December 4. Please drop off wrapped gifts
— clearly labeled or otherwise tagged with the recipient‘s name and family number. There will be boxes in the back of
the nave, marked with the family number. Just place your gifts in the appropriate box.
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Poetry Musings
Gigue: a lively dance movement (as of a suite) having compound triple rhythm and composed in fugal style
Merriam-Webster
This delightful poem is conversational, down-to-earth, and humorous. Like a gigue, it is lively and light as it evokes the
ancient story of Christmas. The rhythmic pattern uses both double (―the beast‖) and triple (―is too old‖) rhythms — it
makes you want to read the poem out loud and tap you feet — which I encourage you to do!
On this journey to Bethlehem (―Bedlam‖ in the story — a humorous mistake that perhaps tells much), there are three
characters speaking — Joseph, Mary, and the donkey. Interwoven in the conversation is Joseph‘s concern for Mary
(disguised as concern for the donkey), Mary‘s concern for the donkey in response to what Joseph says, and the heartfelt and revealing dialogue between the donkey and Joseph. The poem reads like a folktale — a time-honored kind of
story that tells us more than we expect.
— Linda Williams
Gigue for Christmas Eve
―O woman, go gently; the beast is too old
To get up a trot when his belly is cold
— Poor creature; your own, if the truth must be told
Is as tight as a drum and how long can it hold?‖
―I forgot him, good Joseph; forgive me, now do.
Go easy, poor donkey; I forgot about you
With my thinking we‘d soon get some village in view.
Do you take your own time, now, the night is still new.‖
―Man dear are you mad?‖ the beast whispered aside.
―Far worse heels than hers have belabored my side!
Why, the woman you mention is God‘s own good bride
And I‘m honored to have her along for the ride.‖
―Don‘t I know it,‖ said Joseph. ―But don‘t let her hear.
I say, ‗Pity the donkey,‘ to capture her ear.
For herself she won‘t spare, and it‘s that that I fear
With the jog in this road that might bring her down here.‖
―O good Joseph! No wonder God made you her man!
Your respect for her nature‘s a pleasure to scan.
Now if God speed me easy, I‘ll run the whole span
And get you to Bedlam, according to plan!‖
Well, the donkey‘s brave words woke twelve angels at least;
Four and twenty wings feathered the speed of the beast,
Till in Bedlam his burden was gently released
Just in time for the star that roared out of the east.
— Marie Ponsot
Springing
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Jr. Warden’s Report
REFLECTIONS ON THE 2012 DIOCESAN CONVENTION
I came away from the convention with a sense of hope and gratitude. The idea of ―fierce‖ conversations was somewhat
daunting, but the presentations and workshops were convincing and eloquent. They exemplified the words from Ephesians 4:15, ―speaking the truth in love‖ (see Bishop Lee‘s reflections on this passage in his introductory letter in the first
issue of Thrive! magazine). Conversations in which a diverse group of people attempt to present and discuss the truth of a
situation as they see it is often difficult and can become acrimonious. But if that conversation is carried out with love and
respect, the outcome can be life-giving and energizing.
In the workshop led by four members of the task force on the legacy of slavery, some hard truths were told—such as
Pat Abrams of St. Thomas in Chicago citing the fact that that African-American congregation had to wait 60 years before
moving from a mission to a parish. In contrast, Newland Smith of St. David‘s in Glenview cited the fact that that congregation moved from mission status to parish status in only 3 years. Equally difficult truths were shared regarding the life of
St. Margaret of Scotland in the South Shore area of the city. The task force members were clear that there need to be
fierce conversations about the legacy of slavery, and I was deeply grateful to them for their honesty, clarity, care, and
respect (and their sense of humor!).
— Linda Williams

The 98%: The Catechism
Part of an ongoing series that explores the vast resources of the BCP not used regularly on Sunday mornings!
With Bishop Lee‘s visit and confirmation/reception scheduled for this month, it seems like a good time to highlight An
Outline of the Faith, or Catechism (BCP 845ff). This is your ―go to‖ section if you want to know about Christian faith and
practice in the Episcopal context. In fact, one use of the catechism is ―to provide a brief summary of the Church‘s teaching for an inquiring stranger who picks up a Prayer Book.‖ Its main purpose, however, is to provide a teaching outline
for use by parish priests, deacons, and lay instructors, or ―catechists‖. The words ―catechist‖ and ―catechism‖ have their
roots in the Greek katechizein, meaning ―to teach orally‖. Adults preparing for baptism in the early church were known
as catechumens; the three-year process of instruction for baptism (that‘s right, three years!) was called the catechumenate. The BCP Catechism is in question and answer format and covers such things as the persons of the Trinity, the
creeds, the Ten Commandments, the scriptures, human nature, sin and redemption, ministry, worship, sacraments,
prayer, worship, the church, and the Christian hope. The Outline of the Faith is a wonderful tool for both private use and
public instruction; portions of it can even be used with prayers and hymns to form a simple worship service.

Priest Associate Has New Schedule
As many of you know, in September I began a new chaplain assignment at Glenbrook Hospital. Even though it is a 40
hour a week position like my previous position, it is a larger hospital with greater needs. As a result I am much busier
and the work is more intense. I am feeling the need to cut back a bit in other areas of my life. After much prayer and
several wonderfully supportive conversations with Cynthia, I have decided to reduce my Sunday responsibilities at St.
Giles to twice a month. Beginning in January, I will be at St. Giles on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month. I will
preside at the 8AM service on one of those Sundays and the 10:15AM service on the alternate Sunday. Please know
that this does not mean that I am not as committed to St. Giles or that I am thinking about leaving St. Giles. I simply
need a bit more personal time.
Belinda+

December Bible Study: Prophets of Advent

The Advent lectionary for the upcoming liturgical year features Hebrew scripture lessons from Jeremiah, Baruch, Malachi, Zephaniah, and Micah. Who were these prophets? What were their lives and times like, and how and why were
they called by God? Were they really foretelling the birth, life, and death of Jesus of Nazareth? Join us in the multipurpose room for this 3-part series in one of two sessions: Sunday mornings at 9:00 (Dec. 2, 16, 23) or Monday evenings
at 7:30 (Dec. 3, 10, 17).
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Joining God in the World
Earlier this year I outlined that the stewardship season would be divided into two parts. Now that the financial pledge
portion is coming to a close we turn to part two of Joining God in the World. This portion of our stewardship campaign will examine how we continue to do God‘s work through the ministry in our daily lives. How do you choose to
share your gifts of time and talent to strengthen the bond between God, you, and the people with which you share the
gift of life? Beginning in January we will hear from parishioners whose gifts of time and talent not only impact St. Giles
but also impact the community beyond the walls of our church. We are always looking for contributions to The Bells
regarding your experiences with ministry — both in and outside of St. Giles. Please contact me if you have any questions. The article that follows is designed to get the ball rolling.
Thank you,
Mike Piskel

The Opportunity
During the path of 32 years of teaching at Glenbrook North, an evolution of sorts has taken place in my personal ideology and approach to education. Given that number of years how couldn‘t it? During this time I have taught many
different classes, coached, and sponsored a variety of clubs. But the most profound changes in both my teaching style
and approach came some 13 years ago when I was presented with the opportunity to teach the cognitive science class,
Brain Studies. A colleague of mine who had developed the class was retiring and asked if anyone was interested in taking on the class. I had always been interested in the workings of the mind and thought this might be just the class to
challenge me on a new level.
The curriculum of the course centers around how current brain research can be used to impact the student‘s personal
human potential. The course focuses on perception, the mind/body connections of stress and wellness, intelligence,
memory and learning, as well as performance. While learning about the class and developing the ever-changing curriculum I had the opportunity to discover not only a lot about the brain but also a lot about myself.
So where does God fit into this story? Going back to my evolution as a teacher, I have to point out several key moments in my career. The birth of my daughter for one; she couldn‘t help but have a profound effect on my perspective
as a teacher. Suddenly I saw my students through the eyes of a parent and not just a teacher. It changed the way I
thought about them; they became much more than just my ―clients.‖ I couldn‘t help but project my growing family and
the love of my child into their lives and their families.
The other change that has occurred in the nine years I have been a member of St. Giles has been my growing relationship with God. My knowledge of what God has to offer me changed my perspective on how I approach my profession.
Every day I have the opportunity to teach kids, to do my best to affect their lives in what I hope is a positive way. Every day I get that chance, and I want to be mindful of that opportunity to teach my students in a way that serves both
them and, thus, God. I pray and seek God‘s support so that I can teach this course in a relevant and meaningful way
that changes the way my students see themselves.
The brain is the one organ we possess that can change how it works throughout our life. It has the ability to make trillions of connections in the neurons that form it. Those connections come through the experiences we have and environments in which we live. They can shape us into productive and optimistic humans who see setbacks as challenges
to be met and solved. The brain provides us with unlimited potential to be exploited for a full, productive, and meaningful life. It is both an incredible gift and a huge responsibility to do justice to my students and this class. I don‘t believe I could do it to my full potential without taking the opportunity to turn to God for support, love, and guidance in
my daily ministry of teaching students.
— Mike Piskel
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ST. GILES EPISCOPAL CHURCH • DECEMBER
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

Campanella Choir
uses the church on
Sundays from 2:30 8:00 PM

Camp. Choir 9 - 4
OA 11 - 12:15

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

1 Advent

Office Hours by
Appointment

Yoga, 9:00 AM

Extraordinary
Kids,
9:15-11:15 AM

Yoga, 8:30 AM
EKids, 12:45-2:45

Office
Closed

Campanella Choir
9 AM - 4 PM

Evening Prayer,
4:30 (Prayer Room)

Bible Study
9:30 AM

Overeaters
Anonymous
11 AM – 12:15 PM

8:00 & 10:15 AM —
Holy Eucharist
9 AM: Bible Study

Bible Study,
7:30 PM

Campanella
Choir, 5 - 8 PM
5 - 8 PM

Advent Lessons
& Carols 4 PM

Campanella
Choir,
6 - 8:30 PM

Eucharist, 6:30 Feast of St. Nicholas
Choir Rehearsal,
7:30 PM

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

2 Advent

Office Hours by
Appointment

Yoga, 9:00 AM

Extraordinary
Kids,
9:15-11:15 AM

January Bells
submissions due

Office
Closed

Campanella Choir
9 AM - 4 PM

Bible Study
9:30 AM

Overeaters
Anonymous
11 AM – 12:15 PM

Second Sunday
9 AM: Breakfast
10:15 AM: Holy
Eucharist, Confirmation & Reception, Bishop Lee
presiding

Bible Study,
7:30 PM

Campanella
Choir, 5 - 8 PM

Campanella
Choir,
6 - 8:30 PM

Yoga, 8:30 AM
EKids, 12:45-2:45
Evening Prayer,
4:30 (Prayer Room)

Stitches & Sack
Lunches, 12:30-3

Choir Rehearsal,
7:30 PM

ONE SERVICE ONLY

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

3 Advent

Office Hours by
Appointment

Yoga, 9:00 AM
Campanella
Choir,
5 - 8 PM
Vestry Meeting,
7:30 PM

Campanella
Choir,
6 - 8:30 PM

Yoga, 8:30 AM

Office
Closed

Campanella Choir
9 AM - 4 PM

Bible Study
9:30 AM

Overeaters
Anonymous
11 AM – 12:15 PM

Healing/Anointing

8:00 & 10:15 AM —
Holy Eucharist

Bible Study,
7:30 PM

9 AM: Bible Study

Evening Prayer,
4:30 (Prayer Room)
Choir Rehearsal,
7:30 PM

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

4 Advent

Christmas Eve
4:30 PM —
Family Eucharist

Christmas
Day

Campanella
Choir,
6 - 8:30 PM

Yoga, 8:30 AM

8:00 & 10:15 AM —
Holy Eucharist

Office
Closed

Campanella Choir
9 AM - 4 PM

9 AM: Bible Study

10:30 PM —
Special Prelude
Music

Bible Study
9:30 AM

Overeaters
Anonymous
11 AM – 12:15 PM

11 PM —
Festival Eucharist

30

31

1 Christmas

Office Hours by
Appointment

8:00 & 10:15 AM —
Holy Eucharist
9 AM: Formation

10:15 AM —
Holy Eucharist
(spoken service,
with hymns &
carols)

Evening Prayer,
4:30 PM
(Prayer Room)

St. Giles Church
3025 Walters Avenue
Northbrook, IL 60062-4399
www.saint-giles.org
Look for us on Facebook!
Time-Sensitive Material

We feed people — body, mind, and spirit.
Come as you are.

Deacon’s Desk
Each year at Diocesan Convention, the deacons of the Diocese challenge the parishes and people of the
Diocese to a year-long project which causes us to live out our baptismal commitment by seeking and
serving Christ through helping others. This year‘s challenge is youth violence prevention. This year, as
with the malaria nets, school uniforms, and wells, gift cards are available. The suggested donation per
card is a minimum of $10.00. The suggested organizations are:








By the Hand: An after-school program with an emphasis on academics and a commitment to nurturing the whole
child – mind, body and spirit. www.bythehand.org
CROSSwalk: Engaging people of faith in addressing the escalating violence against youth in Chicago.
www.crosswalk.org
The Sheila A. Doyle Foundation: Providing support and assistance to children whose parent, guardian or sibling has fallen victim to homicide. www.sadfund.org
Youth Guidance: Supporting two programs within the Episcopal Charities agency: BAM (Becoming a Man) and
WOW (Working on Womanhood), both of which work to reduce teenage violence with youth at risk.
www.youth-guidance.org

I will have the cards available beginning December 2. Please make checks to St. Giles, with Deacons‘ Challenge in the
memo line. Feel free to contact me with questions any time. Also, if you know of a local organization working on
youth violence that needs our help, let me know.
We will also continue our collections of hats, gloves, scarves, and socks for WINGS and PADS.
In Christ‘s Service,
Lee Gaede
leegaede@aol.com , 847-702-0891

