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Current  Schedule 
 

 

   Sundays 

Holy Eucharist in the             

Church and virtual on 

Zoom; 10:15 AM 

 

   Thursdays 

      Pray & Chat on Zoom; 

      6:00 PM 

We feed people — body, 
mind, and spirit.  

 

Come as you are. 

 

SCHEDULE FOR HOLY WEEK - WALKING WITH JESUS 
 
Due to the realities of a Pandemic, this year's Holy Week will be a little different 
than what we have come to expect. We have had to trim down the services a 
little, while maintaining the meaningful walk with Jesus. Most of the services will 
be both in-person and on Zoom. I encourage you to attend as you can. 
 

April 1st, 7:00 p.m.: Maundy Thursday - This service will start in the sanctu-
ary. We will hear the lessons of Jesus last days with His disciples, from washing 
their feet to having supper with them. We will not have our own footwashing, 
but will hear about it in scripture. We will then move on to communion and the 
stripping of the altar. This year, we will not be able to have The Watch until mid-
night or the Altar of Repose. The service ends in silence after the stripping of the 
altar. 
 

April 2nd, 12:00 noon: Stations of the Cross - This beautiful prayer service 
walks the last steps of Jesus, from condemnation to the cross.  
NOTE: This service will be in-person only. 
 

April 2nd, 7:00 p.m.: Good Friday - This service begins and ends in silence, 
picking up where the Maundy Thursday service left off. It is a quiet prayer service 
marking Jesus' death on the cross and placement in the tomb. One of the power-
ful moments in this service is the Veneration of the Cross. This year we will be 
trying something slightly different at the Veneration of the Cross. We will have 
small rocks in the sanctuary. People are encouraged to take a rock, spend some 
time praying and imagining all of their sins and failures from this past year being 
housed in that rock, and then coming to the cross and leaving it at the foot of the 
cross, forgiven forever. It reminds us that once we have been forgiven of our 
sins, they no longer define us and we can leave them there. We are now defined 
by our baptism into Jesus death and resurrection, marking us as God's children 
forever! There will be no communion at this service this year. 
 

April 3rd, 8:00 p.m.: The Great Vigil of Easter - This is the first, and most 
powerful, of our Easter services. This service begins in the darkness with the kin-
dling of the new fire as we celebrate Jesus' resurrection from the dead and burst-
ing forth from the tomb. This year, we will only have 2 readings of the story of 
God's people, the Creation and Israel's deliverance at the Red Sea. There will be 
glorious music and celebration! 
 

April 4th, 10:15 a.m.: Easter Sunday - We will celebrate a glorious Easter 
morning with lots of special music, even a guest soloist which the Diocese has 
allowed!  
 

I look forward to walking this special week with all of you. 
 

Blessings, Fr. Court 
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From the Rector: 
 

Warm Winds  
 

Outside my office window the wind shakes the evergreen tree by the breezeway. 
The bright sunshine and warm winds have melted all but the largest of the snow 
piles from around the church. As I walked around the grounds, I was pleasantly 
surprised to see patches of green here and there, bulb plants beginning to peak 
up through the warming soil. It felt as if Spring were beginning to peek through 
the long winter, teasing us with glimpses of what is to come. 
 
Then the winds turned colder. Rain, sleet, and snow in the forecast. Colder  
temperatures, with nights at or below freezing. Winter was returning for an  
encore performance. The wind seemed to turn from friendly and welcoming to 
cold and mean. The ground got hard again. And those little shoots that were 
sticking there heads just above ground began to brown with winter burn. 
 
We have been dealing with a pandemic for over a year now. After a long winter 
of sheltering in place, social distancing, and hibernation in our homes, we are  
beginning to see some hope in our future. Over the last few months, it seems as 
if the news goes back and forth between predictions of hope and dire predictions 
of doom and gloom. “We have a vaccine!” but “there isn’t enough of it, yet.”  
We vacillate between feelings of elation and feelings of despair. We are lifted up 
and then we are let down. What are we to trust? Who can we believe? 
 
As Christians, our one and only constant in life is God. We can trust that our 
Lord is with us in all these difficult times. While life may vacillate, making us feel 
as if we are standing on quicksand, God is constant and unchanging. God’s love 
for us is eternal and unwavering. Our faith is not a talisman of fake hope, like 
some divine lucky rabbit’s foot. Our faith is a relationship with our God that 
keeps us grounded in God’s eternal and loving presence in our lives. And that 
presence is lived out in our day-to-day reality with the people that God brings 
into our lives. We are God’s love to each other. We are God’s presence with 
each other. We are the lived hope of God to each other. 
 
So let us not despair during the weird and tumultuous time of pandemic. Yes,  
it is hard. Yes, it is difficult. Yes, it is frustrating. We Christians are not advocat-
ing some Pollyanna idea that if you just smile and be optimistic, things will be 
wonderful. We live in the real world, with real problems, and real fears. But our 
hope lies in that fact of our eternal redemption through Jesus Christ. God loves 
us and is with us. We choose to spend our lives focused on being with God and 
in the hope of spending eternity with our God. That is how we get through our 
days and nights of fear and trepidation. We walk forth together, hand-in-hand, 
supporting each other on the path of God and in the light of Christ. God’s peace 
to you all! 
 
Yours in Christ,  
Fr. Court 
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April         
Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 
 Birthdays: 
  10 Elizabeth Hanzel 

  13 Nancy Anderson 

   Ruth-Ann Kirkwood 

  16 Anne-Marie Williams 
   

       Anniversaries: 
            

  27 Dan & Linda Jariabka 

Continuing the Poetry Path:  
 

(Submitted by Tracey Solano) 
 

2/26/20: Hello, I am interested in the poetry group at St. Gertrude’s, 
though I am not a member of that parish. I might be able to attend  
Monday, March 16. Would that be okay? Thank you, Tracey Solano 
(NBK) 
 

2/27/20: Hi Tracey, You are very welcome to join the group on March 16th. We’ll be reading poetry by E.E. Cummings. Just press 
the doorbell and we’ll buzz you in. —Mary Grover 
 

This is how after, 15 YEARS of thinking about it, I finally connected with a group called “Poetry Pilgrims.” I read of the 
group in the Tribune back in 2004. The yellowed newspaper clipping tucked inside my copy of The Treasury of American 
Poetry reminded me, from time to time as I pulled it off my living room shelf, not to forget the existence of these poetry
-loving people, who might welcome me to learn alongside them someday.  
 

The March 16, 2020 meeting was postponed due to the shutdown. In April, the group began meeting on Zoom. Guess 
what? They invited me, a stranger, inside their new virtual meeting room, which became a warm and welcoming ex-
change of reading and responding to poetry together. I have returned to read more Marianne Moore, A.E. Stallings, 
Derek Walcott, Louise Gluck, and Anne Stevenson, in community.   
 

Also during the Pandemic, I have been attending a number of free online programs with poet-in-residence, Pádraig Ó 
Tuama, at Church of the Heavenly Rest. There, too, seminarian David Potter presented poems in a lectio divina way to 
engage a wonderful small group I joined last summer. Finally, I have just finished a 6-week generative writing workshop 
called Cold Comfort: Writing Our Lives in Troubled Times offered through the Indiana University Center for Rural Engage-
ment. There could not have been a more perfect teacher for me at this time than Catherine Bowman, provost profes-
sor, who guided over 150 of us over seven Tuesday night Zoom meetings.    
 

Another teacher, St. Giles’ friend and former warden, Linda Williams, used to offer Quiet Days with poetry sharing in 
our parish and once told me, “I could not live without poetry.” I am the same way. I know others are, too. From Pan-
demic by Lynn Ungar to The Hill We Climb by Amanda Gorman, poems have gone viral in the U.S. as we sought ways to 
unite despite the Covid-19 virus. None of us can ever replace Linda and the unique gifts she brought to her ministry of 
poetry. We can and do try to keep "the poetry thing” alive at St. Giles. In our wonderful, rustic way we created the 
Poetry Path last October — just one example.    
 

April is National Poetry Month and it is also the 25th anniversary of this annual celebration of poets and poetry. Let’s 
consider carefully how St. Giles can continue to be a “poetry parish,” welcoming to others. Our new rector, Court 
Williams, has certainly signaled his appreciation of poetry in sharing his own creation, Escaping Tarshish, as part of his 
first sermon at St. Giles on March 7. Welcome, Father Court.   
 

 

April        
    Lectionary Readings 
                            
 

       April 4—Easter Day  
 Acts 10:34-43 

 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

 John 20:1-18 

 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  
  

       April 11—2 Easter   
 Acts 4:32-35 
 1 John 1:1-2:2 
 John 20:19-31 
 Psalm 133 
 

       April 18—3 Easter  
 Acts 3:12-19 
 1 John 3:1-7 
 Luke 24:36b-48 
 Psalm 4  
 

       April 25—4 Easter  
  Acts 4:5-12 
 1 John 3:16-24 
 John 10:11-18 
 Psalm 23 
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Music on Easter Day 
 

On Easter morning, April 4, we will be blessed with the first occasion of singing at St Giles since Sunday, 
March 8, 2020.  A single soloist (masked) is now allowed, and I am delighted that our baritone, Tabes Bridges, 
will be back at St. Giles to sing “Easter” by Ralph Vaughan Williams.  The text is by George Herbert (1593-
1633), a Welsh-born poet, orator, and priest of the Church of England.  His poetry is associated with the 
writings of the metaphysical poets, and he is recognized as one of the foremost British devotional lyricists. 
 

 Rise heart; thy Lord is risen. 
 Sing his praise without delayes, 
 Who takes thee by the hand, 
 that thou likewise with him may'st rise; 
 That, as his death calcined thee to dust, 
 His life may make thee gold, and much more, just. 
 

 Awake, my lute, and struggle for thy part with all thy art. 
 The crosse taught all wood to resound his name, who bore the same. 
 His stretched sinews taught all strings, what key 
 Is the best to celebrate this most high day. 
 

 Consort both heart and lute, and twist a song pleasant and long; 
 Or since all musick is but three parts vied and multiplied. 
 O let thy blessed Spirit bear a part, 
 And make up our defects with his sweet art. 
 

Our set of Flemish handbells will also be put to good use, both on Saturday night at the Great Vigil and on 
Easter Day before the Gospel.   
 

Charles-Marie Widor’s ecstatic “Toccata” from the Fifth Symphony will be featured as the organ postlude on 
Easter morning. 
 

Hallelujah!  Christ is risen!!! 
 

—Jim Brown 

 
Vestry Meeting Recap for March: 
 

The March vestry meeting was our first with Father Court. He opened and closed our meeting with a prayer 
for the vestry and our parish. We had a Bible reflection on Colossians 2:6-7 and discussed what it means to 
be, “rooted in Christ.” We also shared an influential group we had belonged to, or a pet that was important in 
our lives.  
 

The business portion of our meeting focused on several topics. Discussion and action took place on the  
remaining funds from a sizeable unrestricted legacy donation. A motion passed to divide them between the 
diocesan investment fund ($34,000), with the remaining monies ($33,000) to be kept on hand in our Schwab 
account for possible use for upcoming capital projects.  
 

User groups are coming back to St. Giles on a limited basis. These include Tree of Life and Campanella Choir. 
They will be following the Cook County Health guidelines for their return.  
 

Reminder for all parishioners that vestry meetings are open to parish members. Correspondence with  
Father Court via e-mail should be sent to the rector@saint-giles.org address.  
 

In-person attendance has been in place for several weeks and protocol has been very good. Discussion took 
place on ways to improve both sound on Zoom and strong Wi-Fi connection within the Narthex. Don’t for-
get to mute yourself when attending church virtually. Plans for the upcoming holy week were also discussed.  
 

February financials were not available for review.  
 

—Respectfully submitted by Mike Piskel.  
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Fr. Tom Scott’s last Sunday with St. Giles 
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(Photos by John Hanzel) 

                                 

                                Fr. Court Williams’ First Sunday as Rector of St. Giles 
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ST. GILES EPISCOPAL CHURCH • APRIL        
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 

 
  
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   
 

1  
Maundy  
Thursday 
 

 
7:00 PM Proper 
Liturgy (Vigil until 
midnight) 

2  
Good Friday 
 

Noon: Stations/
Way of the Cross;  
 

7:00 PM: Proper 
Liturgy 

3 
 

9:00 AM Zoom  
Bible Study 
 
 
 

8 PM:  
THE GREAT VIGIL 
 

4 Easter Day 

 

In-person and Zoom 
Holy Eucharist —
10:15 AM 

5 
Office Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

6 
 
 
 

 

7 
 
 
 
 
 

6:00 PM Zoom 
Cocktails with Court 
 

 

 

 

8 
 

 

Zoom “Pray & 

Chat” 6:00 PM 

9 
 

Office Closed 
 

 
 
 
 

10 

 

 
9:00 AM Zoom  
Bible Study 

11  

2 Easter 

 

In-person and Zoom 
Holy Eucharist —
10:15 AM 

12 
 

Office Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

  

13 
 
 
 
 
 

 

14 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
6:00 PM Zoom 
Cocktails with Court 
 
 
 

15 
May Bells    
submissions due 
 

Zoom “Pray & 

Chat” 6:00 PM 

16 
 

Office Closed 
 
 

 

 

 

17 
 
 

 

9:00 AM Zoom  
Bible Study 

18 
3 Easter 
 
 

In-person and Zoom 
Holy Eucharist —
10:15 AM 
 

19 
 

Office Closed 

 
 

20 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7 PM—VIRTUAL 
Vestry Mtg.     

21 
 

 
 
 

6:00 PM Zoom 
Cocktails with Court 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 

Zoom “Pray & 

Chat” 6:00 PM 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

23 
 

Office Closed 

 

 
 

24 
 
9:00 AM Zoom  
Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 

25    

4 Easter 
 

In-person and Zoom 
Holy Eucharist —
10:15 AM  

26 
 

Office Closed 

 
 

27 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

28 
 

 
 
 

6:00 PM Zoom 
Cocktails with Court 
 
 
 

29 
 
 
 

Zoom “Pray & 

Chat” 6:00 PM 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

30 
 

Office Closed 

 

 
 

 

    Good Friday Offering 
 

As we do each year, St. Giles will participate  

in the Good Friday Offering for the Church in 

Jerusalem. Good Friday is April 2. Checks 

should be made out to Domestic and Foreign 

Missionary Society (with "Good Friday Offer-

ing" on memo line). 



St. Giles Church 

3025 Walters Avenue 

Northbrook, IL  60062-4399 
 

www.saint-giles.org 

Look for us on Facebook! 

 
Time-Sensitive Material 

 

 
 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Save the Date… Saturday, April 24 
To benefit the children of Holy Family Ministries: 

 

Spring Forward 2021 in celebration and support of Holy Family Ministries. Join a virtual program starting 

at 7:00 p.m. on April 24, and share in the joy and aspiration of their students and families. As they Reach for 

the Stars, YOU can help lift them up. Please mark your calendars now, because their celebration won’t be 

the same without you. INVITATION AND MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW.  

Contact George Miller with inquires and visit their website at hfm.org. 


