St. Giles
Episcopal Church
Northbrook, Illinois

We feed people — body,
mind, and spirit.
Come as you are.

Sr. Warden’s Report:
Greetings All Saint Gileans,
It may be fair to say that 2020 has not been a banner year for many of us. A lot of what
we’ve experienced in 2020 has made this a year we’d like to forget, and PRONTO!
So, it is a pleasure to make an announcement that may make you a smile and give a big sigh
of relief and maybe even a hallelujah or two: St. Giles has called (and hired) a
fulltime rector!
The search committee is providing a more detailed report in these pages, so I will share
with you some broad strokes. Our new rector’s name is Courtlyn Williams (he goes by
Court). He is married to Julie, and they have two children, a daughter in college and a son
in 11th grade at Highland Park High School. Court will start working at St. Giles on March 1,
2021, after departing from his rector position at Trinity Church in Highland Park.
Another announcement that may also warm your heart is that our Diocese elected a new
bishop on December 12, 2020, and she is our first female of color to lead the Diocese of
Chicago. Her name is Paula Clark, and she was raised and worked in Washington, D.C. You
may “meet” her by clicking on this link to her video presentation for the election convention: https://chicagobishopsearch.org/nominees
Before leaving the bishop election behind, I want to mention that the entire process for
electing a new bishop was immensely impressive. The interview process was extensive, the
nominees were required to prepare and submit resumes, written introductions and video
presentations. Then the election convention itself was incredibly well-orchestrated. About
600 delegates (representing 120 parishes) participated in the election, and they all had to
register on Zoom in order to cast their ballots multiple times. On a side note, our friend,
Louisa (Hallas) McKellaston, played an important role in coordinating the entire election
convention. Every step of the process went so smoothly you might have guessed the Diocese held elections every week!
As you read this in January, we will have held our first “virtual” Lessons and Carols service
on Christmas Eve, featuring readers on Zoom and pre-recorded music and live organ music
provided by our Maestro-in-Chief, Jim Brown. We hope it was another memorable “first”
here at St. Giles.
At this writing (December 15, 2020), we are planning to hold our Annual Meeting at the
end of January via Zoom. Details to follow via email and Baby Bells.
Our Stewardship 2021 Campaign is underway, and everyone should have received
packets. We hope our friends and members will give what they can, and try to match their
2020 pledges. Exceeding your 2020 pledges is also encouraged!
Please remember St. Giles in your will and charitable giving plan. Thank you.
Let’s all have a joyous—and safe—new year. We survived 2020, so we can make 2021 even
better.
Respectfully Submitted; James Brooks, Senior Warden
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~Parish Profiles~
(Interviewed by Jim Brooks)

Meet Deborah Page

3025 Walters Ave.
Northbrook, IL 60062
Phone: 847-272-6622
www.saint-giles.org

Office Hours

Monday: Office closed
Tues-Thurs: 9 AM - 2 PM
Friday: Office closed

Diocese of Chicago
The Rt. Rev. Jeffrey D. Lee,
Bishop

Vestry
James Brooks, Sr. Warden
Kay Okoli, Jr. Warden
Ellie Bonebrake
Ted Chabraja
John Hanzel
Glenn Hunt
Lewis Kirkwood
William Perley
Gloriann Harris, Treasurer
Ned Libby, Bookkeeper
Tom Page, Chancellor

Team Leaders
Building & Grounds (Facilities) Bob Schultz
Communications - John Hanzel
Fundraising - Huw Williams
Green - James Brooks
Hospitality - Jan Hutchins-DeWitt
Pastoral Care-Leslie Ruttenberg
Social Justice - Jocelyn Turner

Staff
The Rev. Thomas Scott
Priest-in-charge
The Rev. Charles Hensel
Assisting Priest
Jim Brown
Director of Music
Cathy Leimbeck
Parish Administrator
admin@saint-giles.org

We (Tom and I) have been attending Saint Giles since 1988, 32 years ago! My
youngest daughter, Amy, was five months old at the time. We moved to Northbrook from Chicago, and we built a house right next door to St. Giles, so that’s
what led us here. Also, I was interested in singing in the choir, and Jim Brown
welcomed me as a new member. I’ve been singing in our choir ever since!
My number one, favorite part of St. Giles is the choir. Jim has been such a wonderful friend and mentor for me, and the choir has been a great resource also.
Of course, the St. Giles community has also been very welcoming, and the musical aspect of our parish has been extremely rewarding for me.
I love singing because I have been exposed to music all of my life. My mother
always sang around the house. My daughters also like to sing. It has always been
an emotionally fulfilling experience for me. My favorite classical music is from the
Baroque and early periods.
My fridge always contains:

orange juice

yogurt

a selection of condiments
Some “fun facts” about me:

I was a French major and lived in Aix-en-Provence (southern France)

I have done a lot of downhill skiing in Michigan, Colorado and Utah

I love pop music (Joni Mitchell, James Taylor) and “acid rock” (Eric Clapton,
Blind Faith, Cream); when I was 15 years old, I saw Cream’s last concert in
Detroit!
At the University of Michigan, I earned a B.A. in French language and literature.
I then earned a J.B., or law degree, and I practiced law for nine years in Chicago.
Traveling is one of my avocations: We have been visiting Mexico every year for
the past eight or nine years, and we have been on more than a dozen cruises.
Come talk to me if you have any questions about music, our choir,
or cruises.
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January
Birthdays & Anniversaries
Birthdays:
15
16
18
19

Ed Archibald
Mike Piskel
Brad Howard
Betty Jean Weidaw

Anniversaries:
17

John & Elizabeth Hanzel

The Annual Meeting
Of St. Giles
Sunday, January 24, 2021
Immediately following the 10:15 Zoom service
(Please get all reports to our Parish Administrator
for inclusion in the Annual Report!)

January
Lectionary Readings
January 3—2 Christmas
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a
Matthew 2:1-23
Psalm 84 or 84:1-8
January 10—1 Epiphany
Genesis 1:1-5
Acts 19:1-7
Mark 1:4-11
Psalm 29
January 17—2 Epiphany
1 Samuel 3:1-10(11-20)
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
John 1:43-51
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17
January 24—3 Epiphany
Jonah 3:1-5, 10
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Mark 1:14-20
Psalm 62:6-14
January 31—4 Epiphany
Deuteronomy 18:15-20
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28
Psalm 111

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A Message from our Priest-in-charge, Fr. Tom Scott:
Dear friends,
New year, new rector, new bishop—new vaccine! This is a time of renewal and perhaps even transformation.
Is there anything we can think and pray about to help us enter in to these on-coming changes with open arms
and glad hearts? I think so.
Let’s remember: We knew these turning points were coming, so while there will be changes, they’re not
entirely surprises; we wanted these new realities to come into being, and our work and hope have brought
us here; we can’t foresee the full effects of what is coming, and so we must be ready to adjust to unexpected
things; what got us to this point can sustain us even as we leave some familiar things behind and move on;
gratitude and hope will bless us.
But in all things we may give thanks to the one who presides over all: Our Lord, Jesus Christ.
Blessings,
TCHS
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Search Committee update!
The search committee was proud and pleased to present Father Court Williams to the Vestry as our candidate for the St. Giles rector position in November. The vestry has approved Father Court and he will be
joining us in March!! The search committee worked diligently for over a year and a half. During that time we
met almost every week in order to move the process forward as quickly as we could. We worked, prayed,
discussed and put together our Church survey and OTM. We worked tirelessly on everything from zoom
interviews, to the questions to ask the candidates, to even discussing how to properly vote a candidate forward at every step of the way.
I want to deeply thank the members of the Search committee: Monique Howard, Mike Piskel, George Miller,
Colette Dim, Bonnie Frankel, Curt Jones and Martha McGuire. I would also like to thank Andrea Mysen, our
diocesan mentor/friend and guide. This process was not always easy and we didn't always agree. However,
these seven people made the process seamless, brought incredible insight to the table, compassion, and we
had a lot of fun and laughter along the way. Now to tell you about Father Court!
Father Court is coming to us from Trinity Church in Highland Park. He has been the rector at Trinity for
5 years. Father Court has a wife, Julie, a daughter in college, and a son who is a junior in High School. The
search committee was moved by Father Court's spiritually. Father Court is outgoing, enthusiastic, warm, energetic and thoughtful. Every time we spent time with him, we all felt comfortable and inspired. We believe he
will fit into the St. Giles environment wonderfully. At the beginning of the Search Committee's process, we
had to come up with four words that we wanted in the next rector. Over two meetings and a lot of discussion we agreed on these four words: Joyful, Spiritual, Compassionate, and Pragmatic. Father Court epitomizes
these words, and we are very excited to welcome him in March!!
~Monique Howard

Fr. Court and his family
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The Rev. Canon Paula Clark
Elected Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Chicago.
Washington D.C. Priest will be first Black person,
first woman to hold the job

The Rev. Canon Paula E. Clark was elected today to be the thirteenth bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of
Chicago. She will be the first Black person and the first woman to hold the position.
Clark, who currently serves as canon to the ordinary and chief of staff in the Episcopal Diocese of Washington, was chosen unanimously on the fourth ballot in an election conducted on Zoom from a slate originally
composed of four candidates. She received 229 clergy votes and 284 lay votes.
“We Episcopalians are strong people who can model for the rest of this country and the world what it looks
like to walk the way of love,” Clark told the convention over Zoom. “God is calling us to a new day and a
new way of being.”
You can find more details at:
https://episcopalchicago.org/the-rev-canon-paula-clark-elected-bishop-of-episcopal-diocese-of-chicago/
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Christmas past

Christmas present

(Photos by John Hanzel)
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ST. GILES EPISCOPAL CHURCH • JANUARY
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

3

2 Christmas
Zoom Morning
Prayer—10:15 AM

10

1 Epiphany

Zoom Morning
Prayer—10:15 AM

17

4

5

Office Closed

11

12

2

6

7

The Epiphany of
our
Lord Jesus Christ

13

8

9

Office Closed

14

15

16

February Bells
submissions due

Office Closed

7 PM—VIRTUAL
Vestry Mtg.

24

25

26

Zoom Morning
Prayer—10:15 AM,

Office Closed

3 Epiphany

1
Office Closed

Office Closed

19

Zoom Morning
Prayer—10:15 AM

Sat

Office Closed

18

2 Epiphany

Fri

20

21

22

23

Office Closed

27

28

29
Office Closed

FOLLOWED BY THE
ANNUAL MEETING

31

4 Epiphany
Zoom Morning
Prayer—10:15 AM

Never too soon
to think about
next summer’s
garden!

Thanks to Tracey, the spider plants are still alive and
waiting to see everyone again!

30

St. Giles Church
3025 Walters Avenue
Northbrook, IL 60062-4399
www.saint-giles.org
Look for us on Facebook!
Time-Sensitive Material

