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St. Giles
Episcopal Church

From The Rector:

3025 Walters Ave.
Northbrook, IL 60062
Phone: 847-272-6622
www.saint-giles.org

Dear friends in Christ,

Office Hours

Monday: By appointment
Tues-Thurs: 9 AM - 2 PM
Friday: Office closed

Diocese of Chicago
The Rt. Rev. Jeffrey D. Lee,
Bishop

Vestry
Michael Piskel, Sr. Warden
George Miller, Jr. Warden
Ted Chabraja
John Hanzel
Glenn Hunt
Kay Okoli
William Perley
Leslie Ruttenberg
Jocelyn Turner, Clerk
Gloriann Harris, Treasurer
Ned Libby, Bookkeeper
Tom Page, Chancellor

Team Leaders
Building & Grounds (Facilities) Bob Schultz
Communications - John Hanzel
Fundraising - Huw Williams
Green - Sue Uelmen
Hospitality - Jan Hutchins-DeWitt
Newcomers - George Miller
Pastoral Care -Mary Reid,
-Leslie Ruttenberg
Social Justice - Jocelyn Turner

Staff
The Rev. Cynthia J. Hallas
Rector
The Rev. Charles Hensel
Assisting Priest
Jim Brown
Director of Music
Cathy Leimbeck
Parish Administrator
admin@saint-giles.org

By now most of you will have heard that I have accepted a call to serve Christ
Church in Waukegan as their interim rector beginning in mid-February. My
final Sunday at St. Giles will be January 27.
Plans are already being made to assist the vestry and parish during the transition. The Rev. Victor Conrado, Associate for Ministries at the Diocese of Chicago, is meeting with the vestry the evening of January 2 to begin to apprise your
leadership of the process involved. In addition, Victor will be at St. Giles the
morning of Sunday, February 3, to speak with the congregation. I want to assure you that the Ministries team on the bishop’s staff (who are responsible
for clergy transitions) will, as they say, “have your back”.
I also want to assure that I remain available during the month of January to
talk with any of you to address your questions about my departure; please
don’t hesitate to contact me. I will also be available Sunday, January 6, both at
9 a.m. and after the liturgy for those who wish to discuss my decision.
I hope that you will approach the coming months with hope and holy expectation; transitions can be very fruitful times of corporate spiritual growth and self
-evaluation, priority setting, and faith-filled anticipation of what is to come.
And I hope that you can be present on the 27th of January for our annual
meeting, to celebrate 15 years of shared ministry, and to say good-bye. Until
that time, please know that I remain, faithfully,
Your priest and pastor,
Cynthia J. Hallas, Rector
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January
Birthdays & Anniversaries
Birthdays:
8
15
16
18
19

Jon Hallas
Ed Archibald
Mike Piskel
Brad Howard
Betty Jean Weidaw

Anniversaries:
17

John & Elizabeth Hanzel

Food and Fellowship
Community Breakfast Jan. 13
9–10:30 a.m. in the undercroft;
Free and open to all!
Join us for food, conversation, and fun.
Our invitation extends to the community
at large, so be sure to invite your family,
friends, and neighbors!

January
Lectionary Readings
January 6 - The Epiphany
Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12
Psalm 72:1-7,10-14
January 13 - 1 Epiphany:
Baptism of Our Lord
Isaiah 43:1-7
Acts 8:14-17
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Psalm 29
January 20 - 2 Epiphany
Isaiah 62:1-5
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11
Psalm 36:5-10
January 27 - 3 Epiphany
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
Luke 4:14-21
Psalm 19

From George Miller:
Thanks to all who participated in Crop Walk--we ended up raising $34,378. With 25% going
to local charities, the following allocations were
made:
_________________

“Men’s Night Out” Jan. 8
All St. Giles men, and their male friends and
family, are welcome to gather at Grandpa’s
in Glenview, 1868 Prairie St., across from
the downtown train station, at 7:00 pm, for
Men’s Night Out.
To arrange for transportation,
contact Bill Perley, 847-272-6114.

$6,188 to Northfield Township Food Pantry
$1,718 to Hunger Resource Network
$687 to West Deerfield Food Pantry
Our second best year ever!
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St. Giles Becomes Even Greener

By James Brooks
If you have seen an orange bucket while you’re enjoying a cup of coffee after service,
or after you’ve enjoyed a Second Sunday Breakfast (and who doesn’t savor John
Hanzel’s homemade bacon or Kay Okoli’s famous bread pudding?), maybe you’ve been
wondering what it is used for. You may be surprised to learn that this bright orange
bucket is actually part of another Green Team initiative: St. Giles is now composting paper products and food waste!
In November St. Giles parishioners began to participate in a program designed to
reduce our ecological ―footprint.‖ We joined a growing group of citizens who are
collecting paper and food waste and having it composted.
After coffee hour and Second Sunday Breakfast, we collect all used paper products
(plates, bowls, cups, napkins) and stack them in a five-gallon orange bucket. On the
second and fourth Wednesday of the month, an outfit named Collective Resources,
based in Evanston, sends a driver who picks up our full orange bucket and leaves an
empty, clean, orange bucket for us to fill again.
We pay Collective Resources about $15 per pickup, and we must also buy compostable paper products. We buy
most of these items from a family-run business in Michigan, BGreen, and they are reasonably priced (and we receive
a church discount!).
One way to remember what to do with your empty coffee cup or plate is: ―If it’s paper and/or round, it goes in the
orange bucket.‖ Even if it has some coffee or cake remnants, it can all be composted. This means we aren’t adding
more material to the landfill. Though this may seem like a small amount of waste, every effort helps.
Our composting program is another Green Team initiative we have seen implemented in the past year. The other
one is the installation of LED lights in the church. Let’s make our church greener!

The Bottom Line: Fundraising 2018 and 2019
By Mike Piskel
The year 2018 saw St. Giles initiate several fundraising efforts to supplement revenue for our parish. These fundraisers included our Autumn Rocktoberfest and the Stress/Wellness Monday night speaking sessions last March.
The combined effort netted $3,608. The amount exceeded our budgeted goal of $2,500. This effort was significant
in light of our deficit budget for 2018. Considering that Rocktoberfest was held in less than ideal weather conditions
we still made it happen. One can only imagine what that event would have realized on a sunny October day.
I believe it is important that the value of these fundraisers went above and beyond the monies raised from them.
The fundraisers initiated in 2018 helped to infuse our parish into our Northbrook community along with bringing
some excellent publicity to St. Giles in the subsequent front-page article of the Northbrook Tower. I believe the
fundraising effort put forth also helped to bring our parish members together. A strong collective effort was made
by many of us in ticket sales, communication, set-up and execution of these events. Many of us, dare I say… had fun
doing them!
As you are aware, our upcoming budget for 2019 brings many of the same challenges we faced last year. Given our
resources we have included a goal of $3,500 for this year’s fundraising effort. The questions then become how to
proceed and what exactly will we pursue to accomplish and hopefully exceed this goal? This is where you come in.
We will again need a collective effort in whatever path we choose. Your input, energy, creativity, ideas, and legwork, are needed to make it a successful year. In the upcoming weeks the fundraising ministry team will be exploring the possibilities for fundraising projects. Please consider helping and contributing your thoughts and
ideas for a successful 2019 as it is most critical to the health of our parish. As always, thanks for all you do for
St. Giles.
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Sunday, January 13 at 4:00 honoring the 25th anniversary of
the installation of Hellmuth Wolff et Associés, Op. 37
James Russell Brown, organist
Program: Praeludium in E minor, ―The Great‖ (Nicolaus Bruhns); Pastorale (César Franck); Salamanaca (Guy Bovet);
Miroir (Ed Wammes); Attende Domine (Jeanne Demessieux); Prelude and Fugue on ALAIN (Maurice Duruflé)
Program Notes
Johann Sebastian Bach was not the first organist of importance. It is known that Bach, as a young man, travelled 400 miles
north to witness the expertise of the renowned organist, Dieterich Buxtehude. Nicolaus Bruhns was Buxtehude’s prize
student. He lived only 32 years, but his few surviving compositions demonstrate an enormous understanding of the organ
and the style of the time. Stylus fantasticus, or the fantastic style, is the term that is used to describe this music. There is a
lot of ―showing off‖ of the organ, using the acoustics of the church to great effect. Yes, there are fugues – it is the Baroque
period after all – but they are surrounded by rhapsodic material that show off the organ and organist.
César Franck dedicated the Pastorale to the pre-eminent organ builder in France at the time, Aristide Cavaillé-Coll. This
work begins with a beautiful bucolic theme on the oboe, moves to a middle section which evokes the sound of an approaching thunderstorm, and then returns to the beautiful peacefulness of the beginning theme.
Guy Bovet is a Swiss organist/composer. He taught from 1979-1999 at the University of Salamanca in Spain. This piece
was originally an improvisation based on a popular theme from the countryside around Salamanca. The text is about a
burro (donkey). This piece uses many unusual colors of the organ, concluding with the full battery of reed stops.
Miroir is a minimalist piece that was composed by the Dutch composer, Ed Wammes, in 1989. Designed to be played on a
simple organ on just a few flute stops, it is immediately enchanting because of the repetitive quality that becomes quite
hypnotic. See if you hear a tango toward the end!
Jeanne Demessieux was one of the great French virtuoso organists of the twentieth century. She was the prize student of
the preeminent organist, Marcel Dupré. She was known to have 2500 works from memory, including the complete works
of Bach, Franck, Liszt, Mendelssohn, and Dupré. Her beautiful paraphrase on ―Attende Domine‖ is both accessible to the
organist and the audience.
Jehan Alain, brother of the more famous French organist, Marie-Claire Alain, died in 1940 in World War II at the young
age of 39. Maurice Duruflé wrote his Prelude and Fugue in memory of Alain in 1942. By manipulating the alphabet, Duruflé
―spells‖ the name on the notes ADAAF. The scherzo-like prelude on this theme is interrupted several times by quoting
the theme from Alain’s most famous organ piece called Litanies. The double fugue which follows, one of the greatest
works of the twentieth century, builds relentlessly to its thrilling final chords.

The old Hinners organ

Organ installation.
Arrived on St. Cecilia’s
Day, 11-22-93

Trip to the organ shop in Montreal 1993
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Lessons & Carols

Visiting priest Tommy Rogers

St. Nicholas

Photos by
John Hanzel
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ST. GILES EPISCOPAL CHURCH • JANUARY
Mon
Tree of Life Community Church uses the
church 12:30-3:30 p.m. on Sundays.

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 Office Closed

2

3 Yoga Class 9 AM

4

5

Office Closed

Overeaters
Anonymous,
11 AM – 12:15 PM

Evening Prayer,
4:30 PM (Prayer Rm)

Campanella Choir uses the church
and/or education building from 2-9:00
p.m.

6

The Epiphany
10:15 AM: Choral
Eucharist

7

8 Yoga Class 9AM

Office Hours by
Appointment

Rector’s “Out-of-Office
Office Hrs.” 1-2:30pm.
Leonidas (Meadow &
Shermer)

Campanella

Campanella 9-4

No Choir

7 PM—Men’s Night
Out (Grandpa’s in
Glenview)

Campanella

Campanella

Campanella

9

10 Yoga Class 9 AM 11
Evening Prayer,
4:30 PM (Prayer Rm)
Choir Rehearsal
7:30 PM

Campanella

Campanella

Office Closed

Campanella

12
Overeaters
Anonymous,
11 AM – 12:15 PM

Campanella 9-4

Campanella

13
1 Epiphany
Second Sunday

9 AM: Community
Breakfast
10:15 AM: Choral
Eucharist

14

15 Yoga Class 9AM 16

17

Office Hours by
Appointment

Rector’s “Out-of-Office
Office Hrs.” 1-2:30pm.
Leonidas (Meadow &
Shermer)

Sassy Stitchers 9:30

Campanella

4PM: Organ Recital

ReVive Pickup

Evening Prayer,
4:30 PM (Prayer Rm)

Jan. Bells deadline
7 PM—Vestry Mtg.

Campanella

20

21

22 Yoga Class 9AM 23

2 Epiphany

Office Hours by
Appointment

Rector’s “Out-of-Office
Office Hrs.” 1-2:30pm.
Leonidas (Meadow &
Shermer)

Healing/Anointing

10:15 AM: Choral
Eucharist

3 Epiphany

28

Office Hours by
Appointment

10:15 AM: Choral
Eucharist
Annual Meeting &
Pot Luck;
Cynthia’s last
Sunday

Campanella

Choir Rehearsal
7:30 PM
Campanella

24

Yoga Class 9 AM
Evening Prayer,
4:30 PM (Prayer Rm)

Campanella

Campanella

Choir Rehearsal
7:30 PM
Campanella

29

30

31

Campanella

27

Yoga Class 9 AM

Yoga Class 9AM

Yoga Class 9 AM

Rector’s “Out-of-Office
Office Hrs.” 1-2:30pm.
Leonidas (Meadow &
Shermer)

Evening Prayer,
4:30 PM (Prayer Rm)

Campanella

Campanella

Choir Rehearsal
7:30 PM
Campanella

18

19

Office Closed

Overeaters
Anonymous
11 AM – 12:15 PM

Campanella

Campanella 9-4

25

26

Office Closed

Overeaters
Anonymous
11 AM – 12:15 PM

Campanella

Campanella 9-4

St. Giles Church
3025 Walters Avenue
Northbrook, IL 60062-4399
www.saint-giles.org
Look for us on Facebook!
Time-Sensitive Material

December Vestry Recap by John Hanzel
(Please note that we were not aware that Cynthia is leaving us, so we don’t as of this writing know what effect that will have on
our 2019 Budget. Again, that will be presented at the Annual Meeting.)
We started the meeting with a prayer from Leslie Ruttenberg. Cynthia read ―Sharon’s Christmas Prayer‖, a poem by
John Shea - well worth finding and reading.
We cover a variety of topics and issues and sharing at our meetings, but this one focused on financial matters. We
are moving ahead on replacing the boiler in the Education Building – it is the original from 60 years ago.
It is the time of year to review our budgets – what happened in 2018 and what is projected for 2019. The 2018 budget had a projected deficit of $12,190 (the monthly statements are posted on the left bulletin board in the Narthex),
but with slightly lower expense, the efforts of Mike Piskel and Huw Williams for Fundraising, and Bonnie Frankel’s
involvement with Campanella, we are estimating a loss of $5,300. That loss will be funded from the accumulated operating surpluses, leaving about $7,000 for 2019.
For 2019, based on the ongoing changes in our congregation and estimated expenses, the original deficit estimates
were $21,000 - $23,500. After applying the accumulated surplus and net income from Fundraising similar to 2018’s of
$3,700, we were looking at a deficit of $9,500 to $12,000.
One of our ongoing discussions is how can balance a budget - what expenditures are necessary, what options we prioritize, and how we can get more income. Times and tastes and commitments change, and while it can be hard to
look at what we have achieved and enjoyed in the past that may not be needed for the future, that there ARE other
opportunities for St. Giles to pursue.
A final decision of the 2109 budget will be made at the January Vestry meeting and presented at the Annual Meeting
on January 27.
The November financials were discussed and approved, and Glenn led Compline.

