
 

1 

Ins ide  th i s  

i s sue . . .  
• Words from Pastor 

Heimgartner 

• A little about the 
Heimgartners 

• Nov Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 

• Gluten-free Comm. 
wafers 

• Preschool 
Happenings 

• LWML Mission grant 
and activities 

• Quilters, dinners, 
thank you’s and 
more! 

• Poinsettia orders 

• Oct Council Minutes 
& Special Voters’ 
minutes 

this, the master 
humbled himself by 
serving those he’d been 
teaching, leading, and 
shepherding. He even 
served the one who, in 
many ways, seemed 
unlovable. Jesus loved 
and served the 
betrayer: Judas Iscariot. 
John simply recorded 
that Jesus washed 
“their” feet — meaning 
all who were present in 
the Upper Room that 
evening. Despite Judas’ 
betrayal and ill-gotten 
ways, Jesus didn’t hold 
a grudge against Judas. 
Instead, he served him 
until the last, with his 
love. 

(continued on page 5) 

Isaiah 61:1-2 says: 
“The Spirit of the 
Sovereign Lord is on 
me, because the Lord 
has anointed me to 
preach good news to 
the poor. He has sent 
me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to 
proclaim freedom for 
the captives… to 
proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor and 
the day of vengeance 
of our God, and to 
comfort all who 
mourn.” 

Yes, I am blessed, 
and for that I need to be 
a blessing to others. But 
more than this, I am 
also so loved by God, 
and because I am loved 

by him, I need to love 
because of him. For, 
without the love of 
Christ, what does it 
mean to be a blessing 
anyway? 

I would like us to think 
about the love of Christ 
as he served others 
before his darkest hour. 
From John 
13:1:“Having loved 
his own who were in 
the world, he now 
showed them the full 
extent of his love.” 
Another translation 
reads, “He loved them 
to the end.” 

Jesus loved his 
disciples unto the end. 
He hosted the Passover 
meal. But more than 
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NOVEMBER 2018 NEWSLETTER 

A L ITTLE  ABOUT  THE  HEIMGARTNERS  
SEE  NEXT  PAGE  � �  

Pastor Heimgartner and family are beginning to get settled in here at Calvary.  
Feel free to stop by the office and say hello! 

Pastor’s office hours will be (subject to change): 
8 AM – 5 PM, Tuesday – Thursday. 

Friday will be his main day for calling on church members and shut-ins. 
Pastor’s family day off will be Mondays. 

If you’d like to set up an appointment with Pastor, you may reach him by 
calling the office (815-432-4136) or by e-mailing him at 

pastorrobert.rh54@gmail.com. 
In case of emergencies, please take note of Pastor’s cell phone number: 

618-614-2902 
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A LITTLE ABOUT THE HEIMGARTNERS... 

Pastor G. Robert Heimgartner was born in 1954.  He attended Eastern Illinois University and taught high 
school biology and science for 3 years after graduating.  He then worked for 25 years as a chemist in the 
coal mines of Southern IL. 

Pastor met his wife Julie--a medical assistant and phlebotomist--and were married in 2004 at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church in West Frankfort, IL.  Together, they owned and managed a 200-acre grain farm, raising 
cattle and poultry, as well as operated a complete HVAC business.  Pastor and Julie were both very active 
in their church.  Then, in 2007, the Lord called Pastor into the ministry, which the Lord had been dealing 
with him about doing since he was in early high school. Pastor attended Concordia Theological Seminary in 
Fort Wayne, IN and served his vicarage at St. John’s in Chester, IL in 2009. Pastor’s first call was to Trinity 
in Anna, IL in 2010 where he became involved in the prison ministry.  The Lord then called him to Hope 
Lutheran in Jerseyville, IL in late 2012. It was while he and Julie served at Jerseyville when the Lord 
blessed them with Padamae (8) and Roston (6), who became part of their family (their older children and 
grandchildren reside in Southern Illinois). 

Pastor served there until 2015 when the Lord called him to be the Head Chaplin at Centralia Correctional 
Center. Robert retired in 2017 due to health reasons. In August of 2018, after much prayer, Pastor decided 
to come out of retirement and place his name on several Districts’ call lists. At present, the Lord has 
blessed him with the vacancy here at Calvary. 

“We feel very blessed to be at Calvary and the opportunity to be involved in such a loving church with 
members who are so willing to serve the Lord.”  - Pastor G. Robert Heimgartner & family 

Pastor and Julie are looking for a piano teacher and a guitar teacher for their daughter Padamae. 
If you know of anyone, please let the Heimgartners know.  Thanks! 

HOLY COMMUNION –  GLUTEN FREE WAFERS COMING SOON 

Calvary plans to offer gluten free wafers (in addition to standard wafers) for 
communicants who have a gluten intolerance.  We would like to hear from you prior to 
offering these gluten free wafers so we can better estimate how many to prepare for 
service.  Would you please contact the office if you plan to utilize this new 
offering?  Thank you! 

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN DONATE TO CALVARY’S SHUT-IN CD MINISTRY?  
We serve approx. 20 shut-ins on a weekly basis, bringing them God’s Word in their 
homes and care facilities.  Donations are used to defray the cost of supplies and 
equipment.  You may donate any time, just place a check or envelope marked for 
“CD Ministry” in the weekly offering.  Thank you! 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

The Board of Evangelism is sponsoring the, “Operation Christmas Child,” 
shoebox project for the next two weeks.  The free pre-printed shoeboxes are 
available at the Great Room display.  Please pick up a pamphlet on packing 
instructions & lists of prohibited items, and other information about this world-
wide project of spreading God’s Word to children. 

Individuals, families, or groups of people can do a box together.  Those who do not wish to fill a 
box can donate instead to help cover the costs of shipping.  Each box costs $9 to ship.  Please make 
checks payable to Calvary Lutheran Church.  The last Sunday to drop off your box is Nov 4th.  Boxes 
can still be accepted up to the Nov 11th ship-out date. 
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Dearest Calvary Members,  

We have a hard time believing we are in full swing 
of fall activities here at preschool and already looking 
at starting another month. Time sure has a way of 
marching on. We have started to plan and think about 
the holidays as they will be here before we know it!  

October was full of blessings for Calvary Preschool 
and we can't help being so thankful! We had our fall 
fundraiser and sold cookie dough this year! Praise God 
for a successful fundraiser! We sold 821 boxes of 
cookie dough! I got to thinking, the 821 boxes of 
cookie dough will make 29,556 COOKIES! YUM! We 
also had our annual fish fry in October and I hope you 
were there or have heard how successful that was! 
Thank you, God! That is truly a night we look forward 
to. It is amazing to see God’s people come together for 
our preschool! What a fun night of fellowship, food and 
serving God. We would like to give a BIG thank you to 
the many individuals who put in hard work and 
dedication to be able to have another very successful 
fish fry!!  

Again, all thanks and praise to GOD for the 
blessings and support we receive from so many with 
both fundraisers! It truly means so much to us to have 
the support and prayers from the congregation! 
Prayers…we can’t have enough of those! We feel your 
prayers and know you care. That means a lot to us. 

Have a blessed fall! 
Margo and Julie 



 

4 

THANKS FOR LAST MONTH’S 
VISITS!  Pastor Love (last visit), Sue 
Bell, Susie Boomgarden, Dean & 
Patsy Cluver, Lowell & Mary Ann 
Cluver, Susan Fort in, Denise 
Harwood, Margo Legan, & Gerry 
Natschke  God’s blessings to all! 

- Carol Stro 

2017-2019 LWML Mission 

Grant #3 

Christ for Veterans and 

Their Families 

LCMS Ministry of the Armed Forces, $27,750 

 Returning Veterans face an increasing amount of challenges as 
they return to the United States and resume civilian life. Operation 

Barnabas focuses on training and equipping leaders in congregations 
to facilitate in reaching out to veterans after deployment and 
reintegrating them back in the worship life of their church. For more 

information regarding this LWML grant, go to www.lwml.org/2017-

2019-mission-grant-3.  

THANK YOU TO OUR WONDERFUL CHURCH FAMILY!  At 
last weekend’s door offering, you donated a total of $518!  
Your generous gifts will be split between missionary Nicole 
Wittmann and Pastor Hesham Shehab’s ministry.  God’s 
blessings to you all!!! 
 
LWML will be collecting gift cards for Christmas gifts for the 
Ft. Wayne Seminary Students and their families. The cards  
will be mailed December 2.  Please leave in church office with 
Ben. Any questions contact Trudy Bell @ 815-383-3174. 
Thank you! 

 
The LWML will not be meeting in November.  We will be 
having our Christmas gathering on December 12th at Miss 
Karol’s, 6:00 for fellowship, food & fun!  Please RSVP to Missy 
by December 5th.  All ladies are invited! 

Thank you everyone who volunteered and attended the fall carnival 
and trunk-or-treat!  Over 50 children attended, and we fed 75 
people.  Thanks very much to the Couples’ Club for all the 
wonderful trunk-or-treat stations and to Calvary’s Youth for staffing 
the games.  Thanks also to all the adult helpers—we can’t do it 
without you.  We even had Mahlah the Comfort Dog come to visit 
us—thanks to her and her handlers!  Overall, the festival was a 
great opportunity to witness AND have fun fellowship together! 

 Thanks, Amy Schroeder 

Dear Calvary Lutheran Church, 
Thank you so much for your gener-
ous hearts and for praying with me 
to see God glorified in all nations. 

 - Zoe Boomgarden 

Marcia Benoit 11/01 

Tim Fletcher 11/03 

Marvin Kollmann (82!) 11/03 

Oliver Long 11/05 

Betty Ahrens (81!) 11/07 

Ilse Williams 11/07 

Abby Pfingsten 11/08 

Ed Varner 11/09 

Lucille Selk (97!) 11/10 

Harry Bauer (10!) 11/11 

Mallory Redeker 11/11 

Tina Schaumburg 11/11 

Leah Hamilton 11/14 

Melinda Day 11/15 

Jennifer Long 11/16 

Pat Cluver 11/17 

Diane Swanson 11/17 

Mickey Biernat 11/18 

Ruth Vicari 11/19 

Ruth Behrens (80!) 11/20 

Hagen Hoy 11/23 

Cy West 11/23 

Dean Cluver 11/26 

Jeremy Douglas 11/26 

Payton Neal 11/26 

Dan F. Cluver 11/28 

Livia Kollman 11/30 

November Birthdays! 
Merle & Marcia Benoit (51 years!) 11/11/1967 

Jon & Amy Norder 11/15/1997 

Linda & Gordon Thompsen (50 years!) 11/16/1968 

David & Kendra Perzee (52 years!) 11/27/1966 

Marvin & Arlene Kollmann (61 years!) 11/30/1957 

November Anniversaries! 
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As I have loved you, so you must 
love one another. By this all 
people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one 
another” (John 13:34-35). I know, 
sometimes loving as Jesus loves 
can be difficult. And although 
sometimes loving those who 
seem or act unlovable can be 
thorny, and can pierce and 
wound us until we bleed, Jesus 
commands us to nevertheless 
love all people, just the same. 

Whether those we serve take 
part in Christian fellowship, or live 
apart from God’s love, let us 
each serve our Lord, by serving 
all people, in the grace of God’s 
ultimate and sacrificial love.  

Pastor 
Heimgartner 

(Continued from page 1) 

Sometimes the hardest thing to 
do is to let go of others, and our 
grudges, when we feel betrayed. 
As an under-shepherd, I’m 
beginning to understand this. In 
my flesh, I want to push back 
against those who rebel, and pull 
back into the fold those who are 
running away. However, if you’ve 
ever tried to push a rope, it only 
kinks. And if you try to pull a rope 
that’s snagged on something 
else, you might encounter 
resistance, and the rope might 
snap. It’s in times like these when 
we too have to just let go of our 
desires, because love lets go and 
allows for freedom of choice. 

It is interesting how love can be 
two-sided, yet, still be a part of 
the same coin (so to speak). One 
on side, love says, I want be with 

you, and serve you all the days of 
our lives. On the other side of the 
coin, if you don’t want it, you 
have the freedom to go. 

This side of love says that no 
matter who you are in life, or that 
which you’ve done or may do, 

I am going to serve and love 
unto the end. This side of love 
invites our neighbors into the 
reality of God’s kingdom, and 
commands we love all people, 
and teaches them God’s way. 
This side of love says, “When I 
look at you, I see you with the 
Father’s eyes as one who he’s 
created in his image. You are my 
brother, my sister, and I want to 
invite you into God’s love and to 
serve you by teaching you God’s 
ways, all the way to the end.” 

Jesus said, “Love one another. 

The quilters are back in full swing again.  During the last eight months, we have accomplished a lot! 
We have boxed up 22 quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  They will be picked up in Gilman in October.  

We were also able to put a tracking number on them, so hopefully we will find out where they are sent.  Will 
be fun to see where they go. 

We have boxed up and mailed 13 quilts to the Seminary in Fort Wayne.  One quilt went to the 
Prairieview Fall Festival quilt auction and it sold for $250. 

We also have 4 on the shelf here to be used in the community when needed and we will be adding to 
that as we get more done.  So that makes a total of 40 quilts and lots more to do. 

We also were blessed with a lot of material and squares from our dear quilter Norma Langellier.  We 
thank her family for that. 

So this what we do on Thursday mornings!  Anyone wanting to join us can do so at anytime.  Oh, we 
also take time out for coffee, cookies, cheese & crackers, and fellowship.  After all, we are mostly Germans!  
We also have a small fund so we can buy batting, thread, and do mailings.  Thank you for your support! 

- Calvary Quilters 

I want to thank everyone for the many cards and words of comfort I received after the passing of my Mom.  
God’s blessings to you all.  Susan Fortin 

Thank you to… 

ALL the ladies who helped clean the parsonage and prepared it for the arrival of Pastor Heimgartner 
and family. 

Doug Dirks for the donation and installation of a new Genie garage door opener and the servicing of 
the second garage door opener. 

Nada Pfingsten and Denney Smith for providing time for painting and repair at the parsonage. 

Everyone who helped move Pastor Heimgartner and his family into the parsonage on Sat, Oct 6th 
and Fri, Oct 12th. 

God’s blessings to you all.  -the Board of Property 
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COUPLES CLUB NEWS! 
Couples Club will be getting together for food 

and fellowship on Wed, Nov 14th at 6 PM.  Meet 
at La Potosina, please RSVP to Tammy by Sun, 

Nov 11th. 

Ladies’ Guild Meeting Tues, Nov 13th at 2 PM 
We will have a short meeting and then work on 

shut-in projects, so please bring scissors!  Donna 
Koester is our hostess this month.  ALL ladies are 

welcome to join us!! 

Thanksgiving and Pie!!!  Mark you calendars!  Our Savior-Milford’s Dorcas Society will hold a, 
“Thanksgiving and Pie Gathering,” on Sunday, November 4th beginning at 6 PM.  BEHOLD, a local 
Gospel group, will start off our evening in the sanctuary followed by a delicious selection of home-baked 
pies, coffee, and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall.  Share this event with your family and friends—
everyone is welcome! 

The Men’s Bible class is resuming this month!  All men are invited to attend the 
weekly class, held each Wednesday at 6 AM in the church basement.  See you there!! 

A HUGE THANK YOU to all who helped in any way with the Fish Fry—with everyone pulling together as a 
team, the Fish Fry was a success!  Thanks to all the men who were outside preparing the fish, Perry 
Regnier for making the cole slaw, and to the Sunday School classes for their wonderful decorations for our 
tables.  A total of 439 people (242 dine-in and 197 carryouts) were served; and after expenses a profit of 
$2,734.72 will benefit the Preschool!  - Bev Chase 

Zion Lutheran Church in Ashkum will hold a Ham Dinner on Sunday, November 4th from 11 AM to 2 PM at 
the Ashkum Coliseum.  The menu will include ham, scalloped potatoes, green beans, corn, applesauce, 
dinner roll, dessert, and beverages.  The cost is $9 for adults and $4 for children ages 4 – 12.  Children ages 
3 and under are free.  Please come join us and bring a friend! 

RUTH CIRCLE will meet Tuesday, Nov 6th at 
11:15 AM at the Copper Pot in Watseka.  See 

you there!! 

All are invited to attend the IROQUOIS MEMORIAL HOSPICE ANNUAL BRUNCH 
The brunch will be held at Watseka High School on Sunday, Nov 4th from 8 AM to 1 PM. 

The delicious menu will include biscuits & gravy, egg casserole, fruit, coffee, and juice. (carryouts 
available).  A free will donation for your meal will go to benefit the Iroquois Memorial Hospice Memorial 
Fund, as will the sale of many silent auction items kindly donated by local businesses, community 
members, and IMH departments.  Hope to see you there! 

BEAN BAG TOURNEY CROWNS WINNERS!  Thank you to all High School youth who joined in the fun 
at the 2nd annual Bean Bag Tourney last Sunday.  Congratulations to Natalie Schroeder and Kadyn 
Stevens, our 1st place winners.  Congrats again to Natalie, our now two-time bean bag champ! 

FISH FRY THANKS - We would like to extend a sincere thank you to everyone that made the Annual Fish 
Fry a HUGE success, especially Murray and Bev who organized or orchestrated much of the fish fry. WOW, 
were prayers answered this year.  PRAISE GOD for a profit this year of $2,734.72!! We had a steady line in 
both the dine-in and carryouts all night!  It was truly a joy to watch God's people come together for fun, 
fellowship and serving others! The feedback was outstanding that night in the days following the fish fry! We 
welcomed so many from the community and even a lot of preschool families, which was nice to see. What a 
blessed event it was!  God's Blessings, Margo, Julie and the Preschool Board 

Save the date!  The Children’s Christmas Program 
is Dec 15th at 10 AM!  Practices will be during the 

Sunday School hour on Dec 2nd & 9th and on 
Sat, Dec 8th 9-11 AM.  We will go caroling after-

ward.  More info to follow. 
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Calvary Lutheran Church   Church Council Board Meeting 

7:00 PM – October 9, 2018 
The meeting was called to order by President Denney Smith at 7:00 pm with 11 council members present. 
He then led the group in an opening devotion and prayer based on 1 Corinthians 1:25 and Proverbs 16:3 - 
Wisdom and Stewardship. 
 
The minutes of the September Voter’s Assembly were approved with the correction of the word “table” to 
“tablet” in the preschool report. 
 
Board and Committee Reports 
Financial Secretary’s Report 
James Bruns reported total receipts for September, 2018 of $14,186.31 and the total receipts for the year 
as $172,277.09. A copy of the complete report is kept on file.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Haley Anderson reported that the General Fund has a balance of $56,330.59 as of Sept. 30, 2018. She 
also stated that the pastor is paid on the 15th and the 30th of each month. A copy of the complete report is 
kept on file. 
 
Board of Elder’s Report 
Head Elder Ron Thompsen reported that they had discussed the contract for Pastor Heimgartner to serve 
as vacancy pastor and intended to have it ready for him to sign when he moved his family here next Friday, 
Oct. 12. Richard Boomgarden made a motion asking for permission for Zoe Boomgarden to speak about 
her mission trip to Pretoria, South Africa during the Sunday School hour on October 14, 2018, LWML 
Sunday. A brunch will be served by the organization that morning. Robert Lubben seconded it. The motion 
carried. 
 
Board of Evangelism Report 
Chairman Susie Boomgarden reported that the Board of Evangelism met on Oct. 3, with 3 members 
present. She expressed thanks to Michelle Atwood for making personalized presentation cards for the 
second graders for Rally Day. Additional brochures about our church were made to be distributed at the 
Fish Fry on Oct. 19. Operation Shoe Box will begin on Oct. 15 and continue until Nov. 5. A promotion table 
will be stationed in the Great Room. Water bottles with the church label on them will be handed out at 
Trunk or Treat on Oct. 21. 
  
Board of Christian Education Report 
Chairman Perry Regnier reported that Sunday School and CEC are both going well. They are happy that 9 
children are in the 3/4th grade CEC class. Susan Fortin and Tammy Orr are working together on some 
activities for them and then splitting up the classes for the lessons. He thanked Denney Smith for teaching 
the 7th/8th grade Confirmation Class for 3 weeks since Pastor Love left, and Trudy Bell and Marilyn Smith 
who served as substitutes for the 6th grade and 4th grade classes respectively when Kerry and Wayne were 
absent. On Oct. 31, CEC will have a shortened class time from 4:00 to 5:00 pm.  
The doors to the Education Wing are being locked at 4:10 PM after CEC has started. A note will be posted 
on the doors with a cell phone number to call for any late arrivals. Someone will then let the children in. A 
similar procedure is being discussed for Sunday School as well. 
 
Preschool Board Report 
Margo Legan, Preschool director, reported that 821 boxes of Cookie dough had been sold yielding a profit 
of $5,585.80. She thanked church members who had purchased it. The top 12 sellers in the preschool will 
have lunch with the teachers and Mr. Ben. 
Margo thanked Murray Schaumburg and Bev Chase who have done so much to organize and plan for the 
Fish Fry, Oct. 19. They are grateful and excited. The proceeds will be donated to the Preschool. 
Chapel with vacancy Pastor Heimgartner will hopefully begin in mid-November. 
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Board of Youth and DCE Committee Report 
Tammy Orr reported that a Bean Bag tourney with Calvary, Woodworth and Milford youth will be held on 
Sunday, Oct. 14. It is being sponsored by the Couples Club. The Junior High students will be helping with 
the Fish Fry. 
 
Board of Property Report 
Murray Schaumburg reported that the parsonage was in very good shape after Pastor Love and his family 
had lived there for 12 ½ yrs. The carpets have been cleaned. The hardwood floors had been rescreened 
(lightly sanded) and recoated at a charge of $1.00 per sq. ft. Pastor Heimgartner and his family will be 
moving into the parsonage this coming week-end. One bedroom and the two bathrooms had been 
repainted. Touch-ups were done in the other rooms as needed.  
Replacing the parsonage windows which are in bad condition is the biggest need right now. Murray got 2 
bids, one from Peter’s Construction using Pella Windows for $7,159.08 and one from Alexander Lumber 
Company using Lindsay Windows for $8,837.93. After reviewing and discussing the 2 handouts detailing 
the bids, Murray made a motion to accept the bid from Gary Peters, with an additional cost of $6,950 for 
labor and aluminum clad for a total of $14,109.08. Perry Reginer seconded it. Motion carried. Murray 
suggested that money from the Adolph and Maria Koester fund could possibly be used to pay for the 
window replacements. 
Murray also announced that the State Fire Marshall elevator inspector would be coming on Friday to 
inspect the elevator. 
 
James Good Chairtable Trust Committee: 
Wayne Janssen reported that a handicap accessible shower would be installed at 9:00 AM on Saturday, 
Oct. 13, in Terri Schiewe’s apartment. He could use 2-3 volunteers to help. 
 
Pastor’s Report 
There was no report due to the vacancy. 
 
Council President’s Report 
President Denney Smith reported that budget information would be sent out in October to the various 
boards in preparation for the 2019 church budget. He would like them to keep in mind the budget shortfall 
at this time. 
 
Unfinished Business 
At the September 11, 2018 voter’s assembly, Elder Robert Lubben was informally given the task of 
instituting a limited security plan. Signs will be posted on the church doors stating that they will be locked 
10 minutes after church starts. The front door will remain unlocked. Also, Tammy Orr, Sunday School 
superintendent and Perry Regnier, Board of Christian Education discussed the need for procedures for 
teachers to follow if someone broke in one of the doors to the education wing.  
 
New Business 
Murray Schaumburg said that the fish has been ordered for the Fish Fry and almost all of the help has 
been lined up. The American Legion donated a fryer to the church. Doug Dirks has donated a 100 gallon 
tank of propane for the Fish Fry. He also has been working on replacing the garage door opener.  
Due to the vacancy, Haley Anderson said that the elders had extended office manager’s Ben Light’s hours 
by 1 hr. each day. He now works from 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM which is 30 hrs. a week.  
 
Adjournment 
At 8:05 pm, James Bruns moved and Ron Thompsen seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting. Motion 
carried. Denney Smith led the council in praying the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, Marilyn Smith, Recording Secretary 
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October 10, 2018  Special Voter’s Assembly to Begin Pastoral Call Process 

President Denney Smith called the Voter’s Assembly meeting to order at 7:05 pm with 42 members and CID 
President Mark Miller in attendance. He announced the purpose of the special voter’s assembly meeting 
was to select a call committee to fill the pastoral vacancy created when Pastor Don Love accepted another 
call. The committee will work under the guidance of CID President Rev. Mark Miller and the Circuit Visitor, 
Pastor Timothy Hahn of Trinity Lutheran, Cissna Park, IL. Upon the recommendations of this committee, the 
calling of a pastor will be taken by this and ensuing Voter’s Assemblies. 
 
Opening Devotion and Prayer 
President Smith then opened with a devotion based on 1 Timothy 1:12. He also led the assembly in an 
opening prayer.  
 
Call for New Members 
Anyone 18 yrs. of age or older at the meeting who was not a member of the Voter’s Assembly was invited to 
join at that time. No requests were made. 
 
Matters Relating to the Vacancy 
An agreement for Vacancy Pastor Services and a Parsonage Use Agreement were distributed to the 
assembly members. These agreements were drawn up after the Board of Elders, Murray Schaumburg, 
Board of Property representative, and Pres. Denney Smith met with Pastor Robert Heimgartner and his wife 
Julie on Sept. 25, 2018 to discuss the possibility of having him serve as Calvary’s vacancy pastor.  
During discussion of the Vacancy Pastor Services Agreement, it was noted that an individual receiving 
retirement benefits is limited by the government as to their earnings during a calendar year, which accounts 
for the monthly salary amount of $1,500 stated in the agreement.  
Following discussion of the Vacancy Pastor Services Agreement, a motion was made by Richard 
Boomgarden and seconded by Murray Schaumburg to accept it as amended to include teaching 
confirmation classes. Motion carried. 
During discussion of the Parsonage Use Agreement, it was explained that Pastor Heimgartner chose to 
supply his own kitchen range and refrigerator. Thus, none will be provided by Calvary. 
Following discussion of the Parsonage agreement a motion was made by Robert Lubben and seconded by 
Wayne Janssen to accept it. Motion carried. 
 
Board of Property Report and Request 
The next item of business was a request by Murray Schaumburg from the Board of Property. At the October 
9, 2018 Church Council meeting, the council approved recommending a proposal to the Voter’s Assembly 
for the replacement of the parsonage windows. Members were provided with a handout providing details for 
purchasing and installing replacement windows. 
To Murray’s knowledge, the windows in the parsonage are the original ones, dating back to 1955 when the 
home was built. They are in bad condition and the board recommends that they be replaced.  
After getting 2 bids on the windows, the board of property recommended using Pella Windows for a bid of 
$7,159.08. Gary Peters would then install them for $6,950. Total cost: $14,109.08. It was suggested that 
funds from the Adolph and Marie Koester Trust could be used to pay for them as it has a balance of 
$29,900.  
Murray made a motion to this effect and James Bruns seconded it. Motion carried. Murray stated that most 
of the work could be done from the outside of the house, causing minimum disruption to the pastor’s family. 
Murray also reported that Pastor Love’s family had left the parsonage in very good condition after living 
there for 12 ½ years. One bedroom and both bathrooms were painted. The ladies had to do minimal 
cleaning. The hardwood floors were lightly screened (sanded) by Les Seefeldt and re-varnished at a cost of 
$1.00 per sq. ft. The floors look really nice.  
 
CID President Mark Miller’s Presentation 
Following the business portion of the Voter’s Assembly, Pres. Miller conducted a pre-call meeting with a 
power point presentation. Using a handout, he informed the assembly of the various things that need to be 
considered when a church becomes vacant and a call committee is established.  
 
 



 

10 
Calling Process: 
1. The congregation performs a Congregational Self Study, gathers information for the call document and 

submits it to the District President, Rev. Mark Miller. 
2. The congregation is invited to nominate pastors for the position and have the call committee submit 

them to Pres. Miller.  
3. President Miller may then add additional names to the list from the LCMS database of pastors. 
4. The call committee studies the Personal Information Forms and the Self Evaluation Tools from the list of 

pastors Pres. Miller submits to the committee.  
5. The call committee reduces the list to 3-5 pastors whom they feel would best serve the congregation. 

The PIF and SEF forms for these pastors may be kept in the office for other congregation members to 
study, but may not be taken home or copied. The information is to be kept confidential. 

6. The committee may then conduct conference calls over the phone with the pastors on the reduced list. 
The committee may contact the pastors-elect a day or two ahead of the meeting to see if the pastors 
are still available and would entertain a call. 

7. A call meeting is then set up with the Voter’s Assembly and the Circuit Counselor, Pastor Timothy 
Hahn, to present the nominee. A vote is then taken and a pastor must receive a 2/3s majority vote, or a 
simple majority vote, if it is stipulated in the congregation constitution bylaws, in order for a call to be 
extended to him. 

8. The chosen candidate is then contacted.  If for any reason, he is unavailable, the committee may go 
back to the voter’s assembly and cast another vote and choose another candidate from the remaining 
chosen list. 

9. The committee chairman obtains a password from the CID office to print off the Diploma of Vocation 
and the call documents from the district’s website. The call document paper work is then completed as 
quickly as possible and sent to the pastoral candidate.  

10. The congregation should pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance throughout the process that the Lord would 
bring the right person to our congregation. 

 
Selection of the Call Committee 
Following President Miller’s presentation, Pres. Smith began a discussion on choosing the call committee 
members. Criteria for the call committee, established by the Voter’s Assembly members, is as follows: 
Limit the committee to 10 people. 
Have a mixture of ages on the committee, including both younger and older people. 
Include both male and female members. 
Include one or two elders, as well as the president of the congregation. 
Include the chairman of the Board of Youth. 
Include a member with financial knowledge. 
 
The call committee members are: 
1. Margo Legan 
2. Diane Natschke 
3. Kerry Bell 
4. Wayne Janssen, elder 
5. Todd Kollman 
 
James Bruns made a motion to accept the slate as listed. Ron Kollman seconded it. Motion carried. 
Murray Schaumburg then made a motion giving the President of the Congregation the power to appoint a 
Voter’s Assembly member to replace anyone who is unable to serve. Lowell Cluver seconded it. The 
motion carried. 
 
Adjournment 
James Bruns then moved for adjournment. Ron Kollman seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
The meeting closed at 8:50 pm with members praying the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Marilyn Smith, Recording Secretary 

6. Murray Schaumburg 
7. Haley Anderson 
8. Tim Fletcher, elder elect 
9. Denney Smith, president 
10. Marilyn Smith, recording secretary 


