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aged to go into the min-
istry.   

 
One day while a 

seminary student, I re-
ceived a phone call.  It 
was a voice that I never 
heard before. It was 
strangely familiar. It 
sounded like a different 
version of by Dad.  It 
was my older half-
brother Bill.  He had be-
come a dedicated 
Christian and wanted 
my help in starting a 
better relationship with 
his father.  To make a 
long story short, all the 
children had been come 
dedicated Christians, 
even my dad’s ex-wife.  
Matters had progressed 
in such a healthy direc-
tion of Christian love 
that before his ex-wife 
passed away of cancer, 
she requested that my 
mother would look after 
her three children as 
her own.  But the story 
is still not over.  I do not 
have the space to get 
into how it all hap-
pened.  It is not com-
pletely pretty or perfect, 
but my father had the 
chance to meet and say 
a prayer with his own 
biological mother 

 
(Continued on page 5) 

Ecclesiastes 7:8 
“Better is the end of a 
thing than its beginning, 
and the patient in spirit 
is better than the proud 
in spirit.” 

 
It has been request-

ed that I share a few 
personal stories.  As 
Christians, we must un-
derstand that each one 
of us have personal sto-
ries that are never really 
over.  My father came 
from a highly dysfunc-
tional family.  Both his 
mother and father were 
addicted to alcohol.  
Neglect was a normal 
part of his family life.  
When he was 6 years 
old, his mother aban-
doned the family.  He 
spent years bouncing 
from different relatives 
(some of whom were 
also alcoholics them-
selves), as well as fos-
ter homes, and as well 
as an orphanage.  
When he was 17, he 
joined the Navy.  His 
first marriage with three 
children ended in di-
vorce.   Despite his his-
tory, alcoholism was not 
the problem; however, 
skills in long-term rela-
tionship were a definite 
problem.   Sometime 
later, he met my moth-

er.  Church life was a 
habitual priority in her 
upbringing.  Neverthe-
less, this marriage, 
which produced two 
boys, was also headed 
toward divorce.  Church 
life was nominally pre-
sent, but not deeply 
dedicated as God want-
ed it to be.   Yet another 
military base closing 
forced the family to 
move again.  Financial 
stress and other factors 
drove another family to 
reach the breaking 
point—but the story was 
not over.  Something 
had to be done. With 
the influence of my 
mother, both of them 
agreed to honestly start 
getting back into a dedi-
cated relationship with 
Jesus Christ, a relation-
ship with His Word, and 
with His Church.  While 
not smooth or perfect, 
through the years family 
life saw a collection of 
better family moments.  
Those collections of 
better actions and reac-
tions accumulated into 
a better family life.  A 
life that a person never 
thought could happen.  
Because of these 
changes, with the influ-
ence of my mother and 
others, I was encour-
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• Reminder to Ladies’ Guild Members:  
There will be no regular meeting on 
Tuesday, May 8th. 

• We will need help at 9 AM on May 8th to 
setup tables for the Mother-Daughter 
Banquet. 

• Helpers for the banquet itself should be 
at the church by 5 PM on May 9th. 

Stephanie Blackwell 05/01 

Bob Flesher 05/01 

Karsyn Legan 05/02 

Betty Trumble (91!) 05/03 

Madison Williams 05/04 

David Tankersly 05/05 

Jay Nolin (81!) 05/06 

Kinzie Parsons 05/08 

Barry Pfingsten 05/08 

Everett Long 05/12 

Denney Smith 05/12 

Randie Orr 05/13 

Brandon Legan 05/15 

Cody West 05/15 

Jacob Anthony (20!) 05/17 

Janice Skinner 05/17 

Linda Lavoie 05/18 

Bev Rosenberger (80!) 05/18 

Abby Swartz 05/18 

Larry Smith (80!) 05/19 

Lonnie Cluver 05/20 

Dorothy Bettermann (91!) 05/21 

Payton Schaumburg (10!) 05/22 

Jaclyn Wilkening (80!) 05/26 

Tom Williams 05/26 

Kloie Gipson 05/27 

Angela Parsons 05/27 

Ellie May Rabe 05/29 

Donna Flesher 05/30 

Mary Pfingsten (90!) 05/31 

Joel Redeker 05/31 

May Birthdays 

Bob & Carole Wellborn (55 years!) 05/04/1963 

Stephanie & Michael Blackwell 05/07/2011 

Frank & Bev Rosenberger 05/16/1986 

Joe & Nicole Falk 05/26/1990 

John & Sarah Herman 05/31/2014 

May Anniversaries 

QUIET BAGS:  The LWML has made Quiet Bags for chil-
dren to use during church.  The bags contain a coloring 
book, crayons, notepad, books, and a couple of toys.  They 
will be hanging on a post in the Great Room.  We ask that 
they be returned to the post at the end of the service.   

We sent 10 gift cards with a total value of $225 to the Ft. 
Wayne seminary.  Thanks to all who donated!  You are a 
blessing!    Sincerely, LWML ladies 

After faithfully serving for many years, 

Pat Cluver and Anita Koester are retiring 
from the Altar Guild.  We wish to thank 
them for their tireless service in a role 
that is often overlooked!  If you see Pat 

or Anita, please thank them as well! 

If you are interested in learning more about and serving on 
the Altar Guild, please contact Catherine Williams at 815-

383-4327. 

The LWML present a time of prayer and 
praise – Living as God’s People, Wed, May 
2nd at 6:30 PM.  The congregation is 
encouraged to attend. 

I WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS MY THANKS to the 
congregation at Calvary, Lutheran Church Charities, and 
especially Denney Smith and Murray Schaumburg.  These 
men spent four hours at my home helping clean muck from 
my basement and restoring it to how it was before this awful 
flood.  They could not have been more kind or generous.  
They truly embodied Christian love and ideals in my hour of 
need.  What a terrific reflection on your congregation.  Thank 
you all so much and God bless you. – Charles Martin  
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

How can the last month of preschool be upon us already?! As I type 

this, it’s snowing outside. Sure not the Spring we had expected here at 

Calvary Preschool! The kids are so eager to play outside! Until that day we 

wait inside and stay busy learning and growing! We are amazed at the 

growth these children have shown over the past year! They have grown 

spiritually, emotionally, intellectually, socially and…we could go on and on 

about our precious students! This time of year is always bitter sweet, 

because on one hand we are so proud of them and what they have 

accomplished and on the other hand, we don’t want to send them off to 

summer and a new class next fall!         

We have said it before, but time flies when you are having fun! This 

month, we are finishing up testing the student’s progress and getting ready 

to send home progress reports. Mrs. Legan’s class is practicing for 

graduation! Speaking of graduation…we will have graduation ceremonies on 

Wednesday, May 23 at 10:00 am and again on Thursday, May 24 at 10:00 

am. Please come and join us! 

 Finally, we would like to thank you all for your support this year. We 

had an amazing year, but could not have done it without your prayers and 

support in so many ways. Our church preschool is such a great outreach to 

the community, we hope and pray it continues to flourish! Parents have told 

us time and time again about their children sharing the Bible at home by 

retelling, doing finger plays and singing! PRAISE GOD! We also hear on many 

occasions what a welcoming church family we have. So thank you! Thank you 

for what you do to support us!  

As always, please pray for the new families joining us next fall and for 

the enrollment numbers to keep going up! We would also like to thank the 

Preschool Board Members for their diligence, dedication and numerous 

times spent helping us. It’s great to know we have a strong support system 

here at Calvary Lutheran Church!  

 

Have a wonderful summer! God’s Blessings!  

Margo and Julie 
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VBS NEWS!  CAMP COURAGE:  A Place of Hope and Healing 
Vacation Bible School has been set for Monday, July 9th through 
Thursday, July 12th with our closing service on Sunday, July 15th at 
Faith Lutheran Church.  If you can help in any way, please contact 
Tammy Orr by calling or texting 815-383-0204. 
 
Online registration is now open!  Visit vbsmate.com/watseka to 
register.  Please register early to ensure your child receives a VBS t-
shirt!  Shirts cannot be guaranteed for registrations received after 
June 20th. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS  
Our last scheduled day of Sunday School will be May 20th.  We will resume on Rally Day which is 

scheduled for September 9th   Thank you to ALL our teaching staff for their time and talents that you 
shared with us this year.  We appreciate you 

IROQUOIS COUNTY 
LONG-TERM RECOVERY 

COMMITTEE 
(ICL-TRC) 

 
FREE WELL TESTING 

If you are on well water and reside near the 
2018 flood zone, your well may be at risk.  ICL-
TRC has identified a rise in E.coli bacteria and 
other contaminants in area well water caused by 
the recent flood.  (Municipal water supplies are 
NOT affected.) Your well can be tested for 
free—please contact the Watseka Chamber of 
Commerce at 815-432-2416. 

 
ICL-TRC EMOTIONAL & SPIRITUAL CARE 

TEAM 
ICL-TRC is seeking volunteers to join their 
emotional & spiritual care team.  Volunteers will 
be conducting house-to-house visits of flood-
affected residents for their emotional & spiritual 
well-being.  Training is provided.  If interested, 
please see Pastor Love. 

This  banner , 
made by our own 
Calvary LWML for 
the Danville Zone 
of chapters, will 
be carried in the 
banner proces-
sion this weekend 
at the LWML CID 
Convention in 
Bloomington, IL.  
May God continue 
to guide and bless 
our LWML chap-
ter, the LWML 
CID, and the or-
ganization as a 
whole! 

Nursery-PreK 
Margo Legan 
Abby Swartz  
Haley Anderson- Sub 
 
1st & 2nd Grade 
Colette Kollman 
Angie Parsons  
Betty Mortenson 
Nancy Reynolds 
 
3rd,4th,5th 
Tina Douglas 
Sarah Herman 
Jill Kollmann 

 
6th, 7th, 8th  
P.C. Welborn 
Michelle Atwood-Sub 
 
High School 
Trudy Bell  
James Bruns  
Gretchen Elloitt 
Margo Legan 
Pastor Love  
Wayne Janssen 
 
 
 

Music Dept 
N-2nd  Amy Schroeder  
3rd-8th Tammy Orr 
Sub Diane Natschke  
 
Co Superintendents  
Angie Potts  
Tammy Orr  
 
and the service of our HS Youth 
Sound Technicians… 
Caldan Cotter 
Natalie Schroeder 
Tim Wright 
Zach Wright 
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May 6 - "Love One Another as I Have 
Loved You" Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer (John 15:9-17) Jesus calls His followers to 
be different as they deal with difficult people. 
 
May 13 - "Keep Them" Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus (John 17:14-17) There are times 

Christians might readily wish the Lord would airlift them out of this world. Because we have some work to 
do, the Lord Jesus prays we be kept safe. So, how's that working for you? 
 
May 20 - "Functional Atheist No More!" Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer (Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-27) Christians 
like to think of themselves as following the first disciples. That's uncomfortably true. The first disciples had 
trouble believing the promises of Jesus for their daily lives. Too often we do too. On Pentecost the Spirit of 
the risen Lord Jesus gave the first disciples faith like they had never had before. Today the same Spirit is 
ready to do the same for us. 
 
May 27 - "Impossible" Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus (Acts 2:22-24) Can death hold us? Experience says, "Yes!"' the 
Apostle Peter says, "No." Today's sermon talks about making possible that which can't happen. 
 
May airings of The Lutheran Hour are sponsored by Calvary.  Tune into WGFA FM-94.1 on Sundays 

at 8 AM. 

LOCAL CHURCH PROGRAMMING TO MOVE FROM WGFA TO WIBK 
 
Iroquois County Broadcasting, the parent company of WGFA, has chosen to reshuffle their Sunday 
morning programming lineup on WGFA FM 94.1.  Starting July 1, 2018, WGFA will air only music on 
Sunday mornings. 
 
The traditional church programming lineup (including The Lutheran Hour and the broadcasts of Our Savior-
Milford and Faith Lutheran-Watseka) will be moved to WIBK AM 1360 and its FM translator 96.9 FM.  Due 
to this change and the lower broadcast power of WIBK, listeners may experience a drop in broadcast 
quality near the borders of Iroquois County and beyond. 
Set your dials or listen online at wibkradio.com so you don’t miss the transition! 

ward to eternal life. A life where 
the effects of sin does not sepa-
rate us, but where the love God in 
Jesus Christ unites us in a way 
that goes beyond our comprehen-
sion. 

 
God grant each of us the 

strength to continue our stories.  
In Jesus High, Holy and Forgiving 
Name. Amen. 

 

- Pastor Love 

Please note a new article on the 
Pastor’s Page section of our 

website:  The Responsibility of 
Men at Home and at the House 
of God – What Does God Really 

Want? 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

—the one who had abandoned 
him when he was six—on her 
deathbed. Thank You Almighty 
God! 

 
All of our stories still go on.  In 

a sin-broken world there certainly 
will be chapters of our stores that 
are not at all perfect, but deeply 
painful and difficult.  The devil, the 
world, and sinful nature will al-
ways be battling with us and with-
in us until we are called to our 
Heavenly Home.  Nevertheless, 
the biggest battle has already 
been won.  Jesus Christ life, 
death, and resurrection from the 
grave, has assured the for-
giveness of sin, and amazing 
grace and strength for each day.  

Be patient and persistent in your 
own personal story.  Strive to 
write each day as a page of your 
life that is deeply dedicated to 
God. To do this make sure that 
you are dedicated to pages of His 
Holy Word. 

 
As it is the month were we as 

a nation honor our Mother’s I 
must thank God for the dedicated 
and determined faith of my moth-
er.  She’d be the first to admit that 
she needs a Savior, but I thank 
God for her kindness and commit-
ment, and she still shows our 
family the Love of our Savior.  Re-
member that your story will still go 
on. Receive Jesus Christ for-
giveness and keep writing your 
own story until he takes you to 
glory.  As Christian’s we look for-
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Calvary Lutheran Church   Church Council Board Meeting 

7:00 PM – April 10, 2018 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Denney Smith at 7:00 pm with 10 council members present. 
Pastor Love led the group in an opening devotion and prayer about Storing Up Treasure in Heaven. The 
minutes from the March 13, 2018 Voter’s Assembly were corrected concerning the donation from Steven 
Born, Central Illinois District Disaster Response Regional Coordinator. 
 
Board and Committee Reports 
Financial Secretary’s Report 
James Bruns was unable to attend and sent in his report listing receipts for March, 2018 of $22,648.90 and 
the total receipts for the year as $56,972.36. A copy of the complete report is kept on file.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Haley Anderson reported the General Fund balance at $60,339.16 as of March 31, 2018. A copy of the 
complete report is kept on file. 
 
Board of Elder’s Report 
Head Elder Ron Thompson reported that Wendysue Flueege will be at Calvary to lead the singing on 
Saturday and Sunday, May 12 and 13. She will also give a concert following each service. Bible School 
closing worship will be held at Faith Lutheran Church on July 8, 2018. Questioning of this year’s 
confirmands by Pastor Love will be this coming Sunday, April 15 following the Sunday School hour. The 
Elders and family members may attend. Confirmation is on the following Sunday, April 22, 2018. 
Ron also reported that a letter from Stacey Smith of Iroquois County Broadcasting had been received 
informing the church that beginning July 1, 2018, the 8:00 AM Lutheran Hour broadcast will move from 94.1 
FM WGFA to 1360 AM and 96.9 FM. This will be true for all of the Sunday morning church programming. 
After July 1, music only will be aired on 94.1 on Sunday mornings. 
 
Board of Evangelism Report 
Chairman Susie Boomgarden reported that the Board of Evangelism met on April 4, 2018 with all five 
members present. Photos of this year’s confirmands will be taken and posted on the new members’ board. 
Refreshments will be served following the Confirmation Service. Gift books, “Confirmed in Christ,” along 
with a card written by one of the Evangelism board members, will be given to the confirmands. The next 
meeting will be on May 2, 2018 at 2:00 pm. Volunteers are welcome to join the board. 
 
Board of Christian Education Report 
Perry Regnier reported that the 3rd grade through 7th graders will be singing on Confirmation Day, April 22, 
2018. He expressed the board’s thanks to Angie Potts who helped the Sunday School children do a great 
job in making table decorations for the Easter Breakfast. The last day of Sunday School is scheduled for 
May 22 and will resume on Rally Day, September 9, 2018. 
He also thanked the CEC teachers for another year of service: Pastor Love, Pastor Cooper, Dean Cluver, 
Kerry Bell and substitutes Denney Smith and Tammy Orr. 
VBS dates are July 9-12. Many volunteers are needed. Please contact Tammy Orr if you can help. This 
year’s program is available online and is titled “Camp Courage.” Online registration will open May 1st and 
close June 20th. Access is through Calvary’s website. Click on Organizations, then VBS, then VBS May 
which will take you to the registration form. Those who register after June 20th may not receive a T-shirt due 
to time constraints on having them printed. 
 
Preschool Board Report 
In the absence of Margo Legan, Haley Anderson gave her report. Preregistration for returning students for 
the fall, 2018 session is going very well. Parent information night for new families is on Wednesday, April 
18 at 6:00 pm.  
Preschool Saturday Night held on Sat., March 24 was extremely successful. They were so grateful for the 
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help and support they had that night from anyone who helped in any way. One parent said, “Your 
congregation is so welcoming! We really enjoy your church. We have a home church, but you have so 
many nice people in your church!” Margo reported that the best part of the service was the kids who sang 
out loud and joyfully for the Lord!  
Graduation will be held May 23 and May 24 at 10 am. both mornings. Please plan to join them if you are 
able. 
A big thank you for the many people who recently directed their Thrivent Choice Dollars to Calvary 
Preschool! It was truly appreciated. Haley reported that over $1100.00 Choice Dollars had been donated to 
the Preschool in April. 
 
Board of Youth and DCE Committee Report 
In the absence of Jill Kollmann, President Denney Smith read her report. The youth again served Easter 
breakfast to our congregation and served about 130 people. There were about 30 youth and parents who 
helped to put it on. Thank you to everyone who helped and also to those from the congregation who 
donated food for the breakfast. Meal donations totaled $578!  Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!   
The youth are invited to go bowling with the Couple’s Club on April 29. A parent planning meeting will be 
held in May to plan future events for our youth.  
As board member John Herman and his family have moved away, a church member is needed to fill his 
position on the Board of Youth. 
 
Board of Property Report 
Board member Murray Schaumburg reported that there was a sewer back-up in the basement on March 
21. C & C Plumbing cleaned the sewer and took care of the problem. On March 22, Murray took the flood 
equipment left here to Steven Born where it is being stored in his garage. Steven has to apply for a grant to 
purchase a trailer to house the equipment. Our Redeemer Lutheran church in Peoria will then store it in 
their new building and it will be available for any future floods.  
12 filing cabinets were moved to Calvary last Friday. On April 28, five more cabinets will be moved. Diane 
Natschke is contacting other churches to see if they have a need for them. 
A bad gasket was replaced on the kitchen refrigerator on April 9. Burt Kaper will install a panic bar on the 
East door of the church. The cost is $250 plus installation fee. 
Rather than putting in an emergency door in the West sacristy, Murray suggested the church should form a 
committee to establish our own security plan. 
 
Pastor Love’s Report 
Pastor Love reported that 6 people are attending Adult Instruction Classes. 
 
Council President’s Report 
President Denney Smith asked for a volunteer to help clean a Watseka resident’s basement floor. It will be 
mucked out, pressure washed, gone over with a squeegee, and then fogged for mold. 
 
New Business 
Pastor Love announced that he has been working with the city on the Long Term Flood Relief Committee, 
as well as the Long-term Spiritual Mental Health Committee.  
Perry Regnier reminded the council that he and his wife, Betty, had donated a grill to the church. It is in the 
garage and can be used at church events for roasting hot dogs, etc.  
 
Adjournment 
At 7:45 pm, Richard Boomgarden moved and Perry Regnier seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting. 
Motion carried. Pastor Love led the council in praying the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Marilyn Smith, Recording Secretary 


