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CHURCH CANCELLATIONS EXTENDED 

THRU MAY 31, 2020 
Dear Calvary Church Family, 

With regret, the elders of Calvary Lutheran Church announce that all 

services, meetings, and activities continue to be cancelled through May 

31st. 

The elders are in frequent communication with Pastor Hahn and the District 

office; and we will set plans in motion to reopen as soon as possible.  Please 

know that there will be changes to our normal service procedures:  pray for 

patience and discernment as we all adjust to this virus’ “new normal” while 

remaining faithful to our Lutheran Confessions. 

Thank you again for your continuing financial support.  Tithes and offerings can 

be mailed or dropped off at the church office during regular hours. 

If you need assistance picking up food or essentials during this time, please 

contact the church office or any church elder. 

IMPORTANT:  The toll-free phone number which delivers the calls is 

1-888-996-3623.  PLEASE store the number in your contact list. 

Please contact Ben in the church office if you have questions or member 

updates.  We will try to get important information out via calls or newsletters. 
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Third Sunday of Easter – April 26, 2020 
Sermon by Pastor Alex McNally | Faith Lutheran Church-AALC | Watseka, Illinois 

 
First Reading Acts 2:36–41  ESV 
2 36Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 
whom you crucified.” 37Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for 
you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40And with 
many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked 
generation.” 41So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls. 
 
Second Reading 1 Peter 1:17–25  ESV 
1 17And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with 
fear throughout the time of your exile, 18knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 
forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb 
without blemish or spot. 20He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last 
times for your sake, 21who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that 
your faith and hope are in God. 22Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, 
love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 23since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of 
imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 24for “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of 
grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, 25but the word of the Lord remains forever.” And this word is the good 
news that was preached to you. 
 
The Holy Gospel Luke 24:13–35  ESV 
24 13That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and 
they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing 
together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 16But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to 
them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 
18Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the 
things that have happened there in these days?” 19And he said to them, “What things?” And they said to him, 
“Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and 
how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 21But we had hoped 
that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. 
22Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, 23and when they did 
not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24Some of 
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 25And he 
said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Was it not necessary that 
the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 
 
 
Let us pray: Heavenly Father, we thank you that you have revealed your Son, Jesus Christ to us through your Holy 
Scriptures, and that you have granted us faith in his resurrection from the dead. As we hear your Word today, give us 
the burning in our hearts that your disciples felt when they walked with the Lord on the road. Give us the joy that 
comes from knowing that he is risen indeed. Enlighten the eyes of our hearts that we may know the hope to which you 
have called us. May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, our 
Rock and our Redeemer. Amen. 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Imagine for a moment that you are walking and talking with someone who you have known for years. You have 
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eaten with them, traveled with them, spoken with them countless times. But now, when you are speaking with them face 
to face, you do not recognize them. It is pretty impossible to imagine. How could you not recognize a dear friend when 
they speak with you? How about a favorite teacher? Or what about your Lord and Master? 

 This is the experience that the two disciples had in our Gospel lesson from Luke 24. We get the name of one of 
the disciples, which is Cleopas, but the other remains unnamed. The two were traveling from Jerusalem to Emmaus on 
that first Easter Sunday. As they were walking, the scriptures tell us that they were discussing with each other all that had 
happened in the last few days: Jesus’ arrest, his trial, and his crucifixion. They were aware that the women had found the 
tomb empty and that some other disciples, Peter and John, had gone to the tomb and confirmed the testimony of the 
women. As they were walking and discussing these things, Jesus himself came and walked and talked with them, yet they 
were kept from recognizing him. 

 It seems impossible to us that they would not recognize Jesus, their Lord and Master. But Luke tells us that it was 
God who kept the disciples from seeing who Jesus truly was until the time was right. But there was something else the 
disciples did not recognize as they walked and talked on that Easter Sunday. And as Jesus spoke with them he revealed 
to them what was hidden. What the disciples did not recognize was that all that Jesus had undergone in those last few 
days, he had to suffer in order to fulfill all the promises of God, he had to do in order to fulfill the work of the Messiah, 
the Savior, to accomplish our salvation. 

 Now, when Jesus appeared and walked with the disciples, he asked them what they were discussing, and they 
told him about all that had happened to concerning Jesus, his ministry, his death, and the testimony of the other 
disciples concerning his grave. And after they had finished telling about these things, Jesus said to them, “How foolish 
you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these 
things and then enter his glory?” Jesus points out to them that they should have known what would happen to him, 
because it was all foretold in the Scriptures, which are to us the Old Testament.  

 Jesus very directly points out that they have missed what God was telling them all along about his plan of 
salvation. But how could they miss it. Most of Jesus’ first disciples were Jews and they would have grown up learning the 
Scriptures and what they had to say concerning the Messiah. That they would not have known what the Messiah would 
have to do and endure is as ridiculous as the fact that they did not recognize Jesus now as he walked with them on the 
road. Had God hidden the truth from them as he hid Jesus identity from them now? Perhaps. But as Jesus walked with 
them, beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning 
himself. In other words, Jesus taught, by explaining the Old Testament, everything that he himself had fulfilled. 

Now, we have talked about how they were kept from recognizing Jesus on the road, and that God could have 
hidden the knowledge about Jesus in the Scriptures from them. But, truth be told, God did not need to keep them from 
understanding the Old Testament predictions about Jesus, because we humans are perfectly capable of 
misunderstanding on our own. Even today, different people and groups, even within the church, read and understand 
the Old Testament, and even the New Testament, differently. Some read the Scriptures and look for dispensations. In 
other words, they read the Bible to see how God has divided up history and how he has treated his people differently in 
those periods. People try to read the Bible like a horoscope in order to predict future events like stock-market crashes 
and natural disasters. People read the Bible like a storybook, a book simply made up of morality tales to teach us how to 
behave. But Jesus teaches us to read the Scriptures differently. He teaches us to read the Bible Christologically. What 
this means is that Jesus tells us that the Bible is all about Him, the Old and New Testament. And when we read the 
Bible, the primary question we should be asking is, “How is God giving us Jesus?” 

 Jesus is the center of all the Scriptures, and this is not an accident. As we read the Bible, God intends that we 
should know that he has loved us, he has saved us, and he has redeemed us through the incarnation, crucifixion, and 
resurrection of his only begotten Son. So, as he spoke to the disciples on the road, Jesus likely told them about Adam 
and Eve and the promise God made to them after the sinned. God told them that the seed, or the offspring of the 
woman would crush the head of the serpent. He likely told them about Abraham, that through his seed, his descendant, 
the Messiah, all the world would be blessed. Jesus likely told them that he fulfilled the promise made by Moses, that one 
day a prophet like him would come from their own people. He likely told them about the promised descendant of King 
David whose kingdom would never end. He likely shared with them the prophecies of Isaiah, that the Messiah would be 
rejected by men, tortured, and killed. He probably reminded them of the testimony of David that the Lord would not let 
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his Holy One see decay, predicting his resurrection. Jesus must have explained, through all these things and more, that 
his plan was the only plan, and his way the only way to accomplish our salvation. And Jesus fulfilled all these things. 

 Jesus himself is the one who reveals the truth of the Scriptures to them. But even as they talked about all these 
things with Jesus, the disciples did not recognize him. It was not until they sat down to dinner that he revealed himself. 
When they were at the table together, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. It was at that 
moment when their eyes were opened and they recognized him. Then he disappeared from their sight and they returned 
at once to Jerusalem to tell the other disciples what they had seen and heard. 

 It might seem impossible to us that they could not recognize Jesus, either in person or in the scriptures, but are 
we really so different? Our own sin and our own ignorance often keeps us from seeing Jesus in our lives. But the good 
news is, where we often fail to see Jesus working, it is Jesus who reveals himself to us. He may not reveal himself to us in 
personal form like with his disciples, but, as our Gospel lesson shows, he reveals himself to us in two primary ways. First, 
just as Jesus explained to the disciples, he reveals himself to us through His Word, through the Holy Scriptures. Jesus 
comes to us to give us the comfort of the forgiveness of sins, eternal life, and salvation through the words of the Bible. 
And the other way Jesus primarily reveals himself to us is through the breaking of bread. It was not until Jesus took 
bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to them, just as he had done at the Last Supper, that they recognized him. And 
Jesus still comes to us through the breaking of bread in the Lord’s Supper, what we call Holy Communion. In the bread 
and wine Jesus again offers himself to us for the forgiveness of our sins, eternal life, and salvation. 

 Today, we continue to go through a time of uncertainty, a time of isolation, a time when we cannot gather 
together to hear the word or to receive the sacrament. Just like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, we can feel 
hopeless, lost, and alone. But, as Jesus himself proved to Cleopas and the other disciple, they were not alone. Jesus was 
not dead but he had risen, and he was with them there on the road. He came to them and revealed himself to them. 
Their hearts burned when they listened to him speak and they were overjoyed that they recognized the Lord. 

 Beloved, Jesus has not abandoned you and you are not alone. Jesus comes to you through his Word in the Holy 
Scriptures. He lives in your heart to give you comfort and joy. He reveals himself to you through his promises of 
forgiveness, eternal life, and salvation for you. So do not despair, but look around and you will see all the ways that Jesus 
continues to come to you and bless you. For he is with you, even in your suffering and in all your troubles. He will never 
leave you nor will he forsake you. Amen. 

http://calvarywatseka.com/
https://www.facebook.com/calvarywatseka

