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think to ask it of Jesus? 
What a missed oppor-
tunity! 

  Maybe the disci-
ples did not think to ask it 
because, before the Day 
of Pentecost, they 
missed many important 
things. If so, why didn’t 
Jesus correct their over-
sight and tell them what 
metrics we are supposed 
to use? He corrected 
them when they missed 
other important points, 
but not this one. 

Could it be because 
the kind of success Je-
sus had in mind is im-
measurable? 

  

How Did the Church 
Grow Before Metrics? 

 

Measuring our pro-
gress can be helpful. 
However, can we all ad-
mit that the idea of using 
statistics to measure a 
church’s success came 
from us, not from Jesus? 
Moreover, that measur-
ing our progress numeri-
cally is not considered, a 
vital ingredient in reach-
ing the world for Jesus 
until really, really recently 
in church history. 

 

(continued on page 4) 

Imagine this scenario. 
Jesus is meeting with the 
disciples. He has been 
training them for three 
years. He has died, risen 
again and walked with 
them in resurrection 
power for almost 40 
days. As the day of his 
ascension draws near, 
he gathers them together 
to reiterate The Great 
Commission. 

How do you suggest 
we measure a church’s 
success?” Since I began 
ministering, I have been 
asked that question re-
peatedly. Maybe more 
than all other questions 
combined.  

At first, I did not know 
how to answer it. Now I 
believe that the question 
itself is a problem. 

 

Measuring the Im-
measurable 

Imagine this scenario. 
Jesus is meeting with the 
disciples. He has been 
training them for three 
years. He has died, risen 
again and walked with 
them in resurrection 
power for almost 40 
days. As the day of his 
ascension draws near, 
he gathers them together 
to reiterate The Great 
Commission: Mark 16: 

14 Afterward he ap-
peared to the eleven 
themselves as they were 
reclining at table, and he 
rebuked them for 
t h e i r  u n b e l i e f 
and hardness of heart, 
because they had not 
believed those who saw 
him after he had ris-
en. 15 And he said to 
them, “Go into all the 
world and proclaim the 
gospel to the whole crea-
tion. 16 Whoever believes 
and is baptized will be 
saved, but whoever does 
not believe will be con-
demned. 17 And these 
signs will accompany 
those who believe: in my 
name they will cast out 
demons; they will speak 
in new tongues; 18 they 
will pick up serpents with 
their hands; and if they 
drink any deadly poison, 
it will not hurt them; they 
will lay their hands on the 
sick, and they will recov-
er.” 

 I can almost hear Pe-
ter (it is always Peter, 
right?) asking, “Jesus, 
what metrics should 
we use to measure the 
success of this mis-
sion?” 

If that question is as 
important as we are con-
stantly being told it is, 
how did the disciples not 
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The Ladies Guild will not be hosting a 
Mother-Daughter Banquet this year. 

Hope to see everyone at our banquet in 
2020.  

We will have our regular May meeting on 
Tuesday, May 14th, at 2:00.  All ladies of the 

congregation are invited to come! 

Bob & Carole Wellborn (56 years!) 05/04/1963 

Stephanie & Michael Blackwell 05/07/2011 

Joe & Nicole Falk 05/26/1990 

John & Sarah Herman 05/31/2014 

May Anniversaries! 
Stephanie Blackwell (30!) 05/01 

Bob Flesher 05/01 

Karsyn Legan 05/02 

Betty Trumble (92!) 05/03 

Madison Williams 05/04 

David Tankersly 05/05 

Jay Nolin (82!) 05/06 

Kinzie Parsons 05/08 

Barry Pfingsten 05/08 

Everett Long 05/12 

Denney Smith 05/12 

Randie Orr 05/13 

Brandon Legan 05/15 

Cody West 05/15 

Jacob Anthony 05/17 

Janice Skinner 05/17 

Linda Lavoie 05/18 

Abby Swartz 05/18 

Larry Smith (81!) 05/19 

Lonnie Cluver 05/20 

Payton Schaumburg 05/22 

Jaclyn Wilkening (81!) 05/26 

Tom Williams 05/26 

Craig Carlson 05/27 

Kloie Gipson 05/27 

Angela Parsons 05/27 

Ellie May Rabe 05/29 

Donna Flesher 05/30 

Mary Pfingsten (91!) 05/31 

Joel Redeker 05/31 

May Birthdays! 

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK Pastor Heimgartner for his 
wonderful service, to Ben for writing up the bulletin, and to 
Ladies’ guild for the terrific meal.  Finally, to all our friends 
and church family for their kind words, prayers, and 
memorials in memory of my dearest Bev. 

Thank you all, Frank Rosenberger 

CALL COMMITTEE REPORT 
(04/26/2019) 

On April 19th, CID President Miller 
submitted twelve pastoral candidates’ 
PIFs & SETs for the Call Committee’s 
consideration.  Hallelujah! 

 
Holy Spirit fill us with love, grace, 

patience, and confidence during this 
process. 

Miraculous Mission VBS 
Calvary Lutheran 

Church & Faith Lutheran 
Church 

July 22-25, 2019 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
Our 2019 Vacation Bible 
School is fast approaching, so 
we are beginning the search 
for volunteers of ALL KINDS.  

Please contact Tammy Orr if you can help:  815-383-0204 

A sincere thank you for memorials, cards, and kind 
words of sympathy after Arnold Pfingsten’s passing.  Also 
thank you to Pastor Heimgartner for his comforting 
service and Ladies’ Guild for the luncheon.  God bless 
you all!     Mary Pfingsten & 
family 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 How can the last month of preschool be upon us already?! We 
have enjoyed some springlike days at the preschool! The kids are so 
eager to play outside each time they arrive! We are amazed at the 
growth these children have shown over the past year! They have 
grown spiritually, emotionally, intellectually, socially and…we could go 
on and on about our time with these great students! This time of 
year is always bitter sweet, because on one hand we are so proud of 
them and what they have accomplished and on the other hand, we 
don’t want to send them off to summer and a new class next fall!  

 I know we say it often, but time truly flies when you're having 
fun and we are definitely enjoying each day at preschool! This 
month, we are finishing up testing the student’s progress and getting 
ready to send home progress reports. Mrs. Legan’s class is practicing 

for graduation! Speaking of graduation…we will have graduation ceremonies on Wednesday, May 
22 at 10:00 am and 1:00 pm and again on Thursday, May 23 at 10:00 am. Please come and join us! 

 Finally, we would like to thank you all for your support this year. We had an amazing year, 
but could not have done it without your prayers and support in so many ways. Our church 
preschool is such a great outreach to the community, we hope and pray it continues to flourish! 
Parents have told us time and time again about their children sharing the Bible at home by 
retelling, doing finger plays and singing! PRAISE GOD! We also hear on many occasions what a 
welcoming church family we have. So thank you! Thank you for what you do to support us! Speaking 
of support, the Butter Braid Fundraiser profitted just over $4900.00! WOW! PRAISE BE TO 
GOD! 

As always, please pray for the new families joining us next fall and for the enrollment 
numbers to keep going up...we are actually very full for next fall! We would also like to thank the 
Preschool Board Members for their diligence, dedication and numerous times spent helping us. It’s 
great to know we have a strong support system here at CalvaryLutheran Church! 

 
Have a wonderful summer! God’s Blessings! 

Margo and Julie 

LWML Mission Grant - May 2019 

#21 - Family Scholarships for 
Short Term Mission Trips - $60,000 

 
MOST Ministries provides for families to participate in short term 
missionary trips. More than 5300 short term missionaries have used 
their gifts in ministry to the people of the world, sharing of the Gospel in almost 50 countries, thus impacting 
more than 200,000 lives for Christ. The mission of MOST Ministries is to impact the world for Jesus Christ, 
sharing the Gospel and providing physical aid through short term missions. This grant will provide for half 
the cost of the trip enabling many more families to participate in sharing the Gospel. For more information 
about this grant go to www.lwml.org/2017-2019-mission-grant-21.  

ALIVE TO THRIVE FOOD DRIVE 
Sat, May 18th 4:30 PM – 7 PM 
1st Christian Church – Watseka, IL 

Larry Burton of Thrivent Financial is sponsoring a fundraiser for our local food banks and food 
pantries.  Come take part in a silent auction, a pulled pork dinner, and enjoy local entertainment. 

You may also donate your spare change in jars at any local Casey’s General Store.  We have a 
signup sheet in the hall by the office if you would like to donate a dessert or side dish. 

Please RSVP by May 17th to Larry’s office by calling 815-432-0355.  Hope to see you there! 
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This month’s WIBK airings of the Lutheran Hour are sponsored by Calvary.  Tune in Sundays at 8 
AM to FM-96.9 or AM-1360.  TLH also airs Sundays on WGN (AM-720) at 6 AM  

Donations in any amount are always welcome to help defray our costs in bringing the Lutheran 
Hour to our area.  Full broadcasts can be sponsored for $43 with on-air acknowledgement of your 

gift, memorial, or honorarium.  Please contact the church office if you would like to sponsor a 
complete broadcast. 

(continued from page 1) 

 

How did the church grow for 
over 2000 years without anyone 
asking that question or taking 
rigorous measurements? As 
important as measuring our 
success is supposed to be, the 
church should thrive in the plac-
es and times when we have ac-
curate measurements. Howev-
er, any accurate study of church 
history and current revivals 
shows that the opposite tends 
to be true.  

"I think we should meas-
ure success the way Jesus 
did, One person at a time. Are 
individual people growing? Is 
the community being impact-
ed? That’s what matters.” 

Let us go back to the disci-
ples’ supposedly missed oppor-
tunity. Is it conceivable that Je-
sus would have responded to 
the question “how will we 
measure success” with any-
thing less than a face-palm and 
another exasperated cry of 
“how long shall I put up with 
you?” (Matt 17:17). 

what might Jesus’ answer have 
been? I think he might have 
said something like this:  

“…there will be more re-
joicing in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous per-
sons who do not need to re-
pent.”   (Luke 15:7) 

“Go out into the highways 
and hedges, and compel 
them to come in, that my 
house may be filled.”   (Luke 
14:23) 

  

One by one. Until the job is 
done. Sounds like success to 
me. 

- Pastor Heimgartner 

Again, it is not that measure-
ments do not matter. There 
were times in the Gospels and 
Acts when someone counted 
the crowds (at least with rough 
estimates, like 5,000 and 
3,000). Moreover, there is am-
ple evidence that the early 
church kept accurate member-
ship records. However, it was 
nothing like our current metrics 
obsession. 

Yet somehow, without met-
rics, spreadsheets, quarterly 
goals or ten year plans a hand-
ful of ignorant, argumentative, 
non-academically-inclined, ex-
fishermen, farmers and a tax 
collector turned the world up-
side-down. 

Metrics do not turn the world 
upside-down. Passion does. 
For Jesus and for people. Not 
for numbers. Metrics can meas-
ure numbers. However, they 
cannot measure success. At 
least not in the ministry. 

WWJM? (What Would Je-
sus Measure?) 

If the disciples had asked 
Jesus how to measure success, 

May 5 - "The Good Fisherman" Rev. Ryan Tinetti (John 21:1-14) Jesus is not 
only the Good Shepherd; He's the Good Fisherman, who draws the fish and fills 
the nets. 
 
May 12 - "Home" Rev. Dr. Dean Nadasdy (John 14:1-7) With Jesus, we have a 

home. That's the good news for today. 
 
May 19 - "Up Close and Personal" Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler (John 15:26-16:4) You can't get to know a 
person from a distance. The same is true for knowing God. 
 
May 26 - "Sculptor Spirit" Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler (John 16:7-15) The Holy Spirit is the Sculptor. Our lives 
are His medium. The image of Jesus is His goal. 
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CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

7:00 PM – April 9. 2019 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Denney Smith.  Pastor Heimgartner led the group in an 
opening devotion and prayer based on Matthew 16:4-take up your cross. 
The minutes of the March Voter’s Assembly were accepted as published. 
 
Board and Committee Reports 
Financial Secretary’s Report 
James Bruns reported total receipts for March 2019, of $24,932.75.  A copy of the complete report is kept on 
file. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Haley Anderson reported that the General Fund has a balance of $100,790.28 as of March 31, 2019.  A 
copy of the complete report is kept on file.  Haley indicated that an invoice had been received from 
Alexander Lumber for the ramp installed at the Heimgartner's.  Richard Boomgarden responded that the 
invoice should be forwarded to the Ramp Builders.  Tim Fletcher reported that the weekend of the 
Wendysue Fluegge workshop/concert, $550 in checks had been received that were made out to her, plus 
another $465 in donations.  After some discussion it was understood that the $465 would be applied back to 
the original $900 sent to her in advance, with the LWML issuing a check back to the church for the balance 
of $435.  Total contributions to Wendy Sue were $1450 ($900 + $550 = $1450). 
 
Board of Elders 
Wayne Janssen reported that the private questioning of the confirmands will be May 15 not May 14 as 
stated in the newsletter.  Questioning will take place in front of the Elders, Pastor and their families.  New 
adult classes are going well.  Jim and Kathy Kramer will be accepted as new members by profession of faith 
this Sunday. 
 
Board of Evangelism 
Susie Boomgarden reported that they met on April 3rd to sort gifts and assembled gift bags for the nursing 
home and homebound members.  On April 7, 22 or 23 bags will be taken to Prairieview; 2 will be given to 
Watseka Healthcare and the remainder will go to IMH and other homebound members.  The board will serve 
at Preschool graduations.  Susie asked if the cross will be on display in the front of the church on Easter 
morning.  If so, flowers must be ordered now so the elders’ wives can decorate the cross Saturday morning.  
After discussion it was decided to have the decorated cross on display. 
 
Board of Christian Education 
Perry Regnier reported that VBS will be changed to July 22-25 with the closing at Calvary on July 28.  When 
the previous date was set, it was not taken into consideration the closing at Calvary would have been on a 
communion Sunday.  They are looking for volunteers to help in all positions.  Please call Tammy Orr or 
Perry Regnier.  Last day of Sunday School for the summer will be May 19 with classes resuming after Rally 
Day on September 8.  Perry has posted videos of the children in Africa receiving the shoe boxes on our 
Facebook page.  It is amazing to watch how much they enjoy them. 
 
Preschool Board 
Margo Legan reported that the Preschool will receive over $4900 from the Butter Braid fundraiser.  Last year 
the Preschool sold 545 items; this year 866 were sold.  Delivery will be April 15 and will be prepackaged by 
each seller.  A Kindle Fire will be given to the top seller and 13 students will be rewarded with lunch with the 
teacher.  Preschool has received over $1100 in Thrivent Choice dollars.  Thank you.  Registration for next 
year is going well.  Only 5 openings in the 3 year old class and the 4 year old class has 30 registered with 
some pending,  Margo mentioned that since Calvary is not having a Mother Daughter banquet this year you 
may want to attend the Mother Daughter Banquet at the Methodist Church since Ben Light and his quartet is 
the entertainment for the evening.  Margo will put something in the bulletin about it. 
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Board of Youth 
No report. 
 
Board of Property 
Murray Schaumburg reported that Ameren Illinois installed a new directional light in the west parking lot.  
This is a 250-volt light with an option of going up to 400 volts.  Gary Peters will be back next week to finish 
up.  Dan Bohlmann will check the outlets in the hall and master bedroom in the parsonage.  An issue of 
garbage pick up was discussed.  Resolution was that the garbage from the church will be taken out to 4th 
Street and the garbage from the parsonage will be taken to Hickory Street.  The exit light at the south end 
of the Sanctuary is not working.  The faucet on the left side in the kitchen has been fixed 
 
James Good Charitable Trust Committee: 
No report. 
 
Pastor’ Report 
Pastor gave a report on services conducted.  Two funerals were held-Dorothy Bettermann and Rick Zabel.  
Men’s Bible Class is on hold until after Easter.  He visited Prairieview and IMH Resident Home doing 
communion at both locations.  Confirmation questioning is May 15 with Confirmation on May 19.  
Confirmands are Logan Kollman, Payton Neal and Nate Douglas.  Pastor has met with Rev. Alex McNally 
from Faith Lutheran Church. 
 
President’s Report 
The Health and Safety Committee, consisting of Jim and Nancy Reynolds, Brandon Legan, Tyler Atwood, 
Bonnie Rajala and Jeremy Douglas have completed their study of our facility and our needs and submitted 
it to Denney.  Their recommendations will be published later. 
 
Unfinished Business 
It was decided that the cross will be placed in the back of the church on Good Friday so nails can be 
hammered into the cross as has been done in the past. 
 
New Business 
None 
 
Adjournment 
At 7:48 James Bruns moved and Murray Schaumburg seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting.  Motion 
carried.  The assembly closed with the praying of the Lord’s prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Diane Natschke, Recording Secretary, Pro Tem 


