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giveness. The Pharisee 
didn’t because he was 
conceited and self-
righteous – thought he 
was better than every-
body else, thought he 
was perfect. The tax 
collector didn’t deserve 
God’s forgiveness be-
cause of the terrible life 
he had led. 

God forgives people 
purely out of his mercy. 
As a result of his unde-
served love. God for-
gives people because 
Jesus Christ has taken 
away the sins of the 
world. Because of that 
sacrifice Jesus made on 
the cross – cleansing 
the world of all of its sin, 
He offers forgiveness 
to all. In this story, 
God offered forgiveness 
to both the Pharisee 
and the tax collector. 
But only the tax collec-
tor received God’s for-
giveness. Why? Be-
cause, in his mercy, 
God chooses to forgive 
only those who humble 
themselves before him. 
Those who stand before 
God and say, “There’s 
everything wrong with 
me. Lord have mercy 
on me. I am a sinner”  

(continued on page 5) 

What exactly is 
Lent? What’s it all 
about? We find the an-
swer as you read Luke 
18:9-14 where Jesus 
tells about two opposite 
people. One of them 
represents what Lent 
isn’t, and one of them 
represents what Lent is. 
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The Pharisee, stand-
ing by himself, prayed 
thus: ‘God, I thank 
you that I am not like 
other men, extortion-
ers, unjust, adulterers, 
or even like this tax 
collector. In other 
words, “there’s nothing 
wrong with me” Then 

Jesus focuses on the 
tax collector in his story 
– the opposite of the 
Pharisee. He had been 
stealing money from 
people his whole life – 
ruining the lives of oth-
ers. Jesus says that 
13 

But the tax collec-
tor, standing far off, 
would not even lift up 
his eyes to heaven, 
but beat his breast, 
saying, ‘God, be mer-
ciful to me, a sinner!’” 
His prayer was the op-
posite of the Pharisee’s, 
wasn’t it – maybe you 
can sum it up this way, 
“God, there’s everything 

wrong with me. Help 
me.” 

Jesus goes on to 
say that the sinful tax 
collector was the one 
that was forgiven by 
God, and not the per-
fect Pharisee. Why? Je-
sus tells us: “For eve-
ryone who exalts 
himself will be 
humbled, but the 
one who humbles 
himself will be ex-
alted.” So Pastor, are 
you saying “that tax 
collector deserves to 
be forgiven, because 
he is so humble!” Is 
that how it works? 

That’s what a lot of 
people think, but that’s 
not how it works. If 
that’s why God for-
gives you, then your 
salvation would be 
completely dependent 
on you, and your level 
of humility. Then, you 
could never be sure if 
you’re forgiven by God 
or not, because you will 
never know if you have 
been humble enough 
for God to forgive you. 
The truth of the matter 
is, neither the Pharisee 
nor the tax collector de-
served God’s for-
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LOOKING TOWARD LENT 
LENT BEGINS with Ash Wednesday on March 6th.  Our 
Midweek Lenten services will continue each Wednesday after 
that through Wednesday, April 10th. 
 
 
 
 
 

LENTEN MEALS 
As usual, we will have a meal prior to service, hosted by 
various groups and service organizations in the church.  If 
your group would like to host a meal, please contact the 
church office. 
Ash Wed, Mar 6th ................................................... NO meal 
March 13th ............................ Evangelism Cmte & Men’s BC 
March 20th ........................................................ Ladies’ Guild 

March 27th ................................... still open! 
April 3rd .......................................................... Calvary Youth! 
April 10th ..................................................................... LWML 
 
Reminder!  Please have your menu to the office no later 

than the week before your date.  Thank you! 

Wendell Pfingsten (90!) 03/01 

Arnold Pfingsten (96!) 03/03 

Mary Lou Varner 03/04 

Robert Benoit 03/06 

Audrey Eckert (18!) 03/06 

Lance Hamilton 03/06 

Arlene Purcell (86!) 03/07 

Martha Cluver (92!) 03/08 

Sophie Deem(10!) 03/08 

Markus Howe-Peck 03/08 

Nate Douglas 03/10 

Haiven Inman 03/10 

Shana Dorsey 03/11 

Debbie Foreman 03/11 

Noah Grimm (10!) 03/12 

Heather Hebert 03/12 

Jerry Hofer 03/12 

Nancy Redeker 03/12 

Sarah Herman 03/13 

Nicholas Gaffield 03/14 

David Perzee 03/17 

Deb Pfingsten 03/18 

Walmar Cluver (91!) 03/19 

Brian Williams 03/19 

Gerry Behrens (80!) 03/20 

Brian Hasbargen 03/21 

Roy Koester 03/22 

Lauren Falk 03/25 

Heather R. Fletcher 03/26 

Sheila Tobeck-Mastin 03/27 

Tim Wessels 03/27 

Dane Gaffield (20!) 03/29 

Missy West 03/30 

March Birthdays! 

Jay & Bev Nolin (55 years!) 03/07/1964 

Brandon & Margo Legan 03/12/2005 

Steven & Deb Pfingsten 03/27/1993 

March Anniversaries! 

VBS COMMITTEE 2019 
It will be summer before we know it!  
Plans will soon be underway for our 2019 

VBS.  Anyone who would like to be a part of the VBS plan-
ning committee, please contact Tammy Orr (815-383-0204) 
or Perry Regnier (815-955-2201). 

RECYCLING DRIVE FOR INKJET PRINT CARTRIDGES 
St. Paul’s Lutheran School in Woodworth is collecting empty 
inkjet printer cartridges as a fundraiser.  If you would like to 

donate your used ink, you may place it in 
the dropbox located in the Great Room 
(recycling bags are provided). 

Ladies’ Guild will meet Tuesday, March 
12th at 2 PM.  Hostesses are Nancy 

Norder & Carol Cyrier.  We will be plan-
ning the menu for our Lenten meal on 
March 20th.  All ladies of the congrega-

tion are invited to come! 
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Spring Greetings Fellow Members!! 

March is upon us, Spring is upon us, and Lent is 
upon us!  We have been so busy at the preschool 
and so blessed to spend our days educating these 
sweet little children! Even these long winter days 
have flown by. We are having fun and learning a 
lot too.  

Preregistration for fall of 2019 is underway! We 
are praying we can offer an Enrichment Class 

next year as well! If you know of anyone eligible for preschool, please 
send them our way!  

Butter Braid sales will start on March 13 and end March 27! Please 
look for sign up in the Great Room mid March! Also in March is our 
Preschool Saturday Night on March 23 with the Hot Dog Supper at 
5:00pm and singing during the concert with Wendysue at 6:00pm. 
Please join us!! Thank you also to anyone who is helping with that. We 
truly appreciate it and couldn't do  it without you.  

As we look forward, our Spring Break is March 7-12 and Preschool 
Graduation will be here before we know it! The dates are set for May 
22 and May 23! We are truly blessed and thankful for what we do! 

Margo and Julie 

LWML Mission Grant - March 2019 

Reconnect to the Body of Christ  
SW United States mission work - $50,000 

 
LWML Grant #19 – Reconnect to the Body of Christ 
We don’t think of the United States as being a mission field but it is the third largest mission field in the 
world. Rio Grande, Texas is one of the poorest areas in the US and the majority of the poor are Hispanic. 
These people need help with English and with literacy. But mostly they need to hear about Jesus. Most of 
these immigrants and refugees are unchurched. Through the ministry of a trained church worker the 
entire circuit will benefit and new church workers will receive training. This ministry is reaching out with 
the help of the LWML to show the love of Jesus. For more information about this grant, please go to 
www.lwml.org/2017-2019-mission-grant-19.  

LWML fiscal year ends March 31st.  Please support our mission projects within the district and the world 
with your prayers and monetary gifts into the Mite box as you are able.  We appreciate your support! 

The next LWML meeting will be on Tuesday, March 19th at 6:30 pm.  Please note the date change due 
to Lenten services.  All ladies of the congregation are invited to join us! 
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A HUGE THANK YOU goes out to all who attended and helped out on the Valentine's 
Dinner here at Calvary!  Thank you especially to Wayne & Sue, Randie & Tammy, Rick & 
Gretchen, and the entire Couples Club for all their hard work in putting it together!  And 
also to all the parents who helped behind the scenes!  And to the kids who did such a 
great job!  The youth group and Board of Youth are truly overwhelmed at the generosity 
of our church family and we thank you from the bottom of our hearts!  Total benefit to our 

youth was $1,500.00!!!  The love of Christ definitely shone through all who had a part of this! 

Dear church family, 

The end of January I fell and broke my right leg.  It was decided that since I don't walk, surgery wasn't 
necessary.  I went from the hospital to Gilman Healthcare Center.  I spent 20 days there in rehab.  I 
am now home with an immobilizer on/  Thank you all for the cards and prayers.  Also thanks to the el-
ders. especially Bob Lubben, for getting a bathroom put in the shop.  -Tari Scheiwe 

THANK YOU to everyone for your kindness, prayers, thoughts and gifts during the illness and passing of 
our dear loved one, Marvin Kollmann. We especially thank Pastor Heimgartner for all his special visits 
and for the beautiful funeral service and  also the Ladies Guild for the delicious meal.  

-  The Kollmann Family 

YOUTH PIZZA PARTY - SUNDAY, MARCH 3RD 
Pastor Heimgartner and Julie will be hosting a Youth Pizza Party at the parsonage on Sun-
day, March 3rd at 4 PM.  Calvary Youth of all ages are invited to attend—come enjoy the 
food, activities, and get to know Pastor Heimgartner. 

LET’S GO BOWLING!  Calvary’s Youth, along with Couples’ Club, are invited to at-
tend an afternoon of bowling at Iroquois Lanes on Sunday, March 24th.  We will 
leave for the bowling alley right after Wendysue’s concert.  A pizza party lunch will be 
served; but we need a headcount—please sign up in the hallway by the office if you 
plan to attend.  Thank you! 

Thank you to every one who supported me and prayed for me during my trip and to everyone who at-
tended my presentation and asked great questions. Thank you to the LWML for hosting brunch! And a 
huge thank you to everyone who donated. The money that was collected will be used for my future 
with long term missions. I have been praying for a few different options for the fall, and one is falling 
into place really well. I'm excited to tell you all when it becomes official! God's richest blessings to you 
all! ~Nicole 

THANK YOU to everyone in my Christian family who sent a memorial, said a prayer, or spared a thought 
for Dennis during his illness.  He is at peace and so am I, knowing God walks with me every hour of every 
day.  - Kay Skates 

Your Evangelism Board is very busy in March! 

NEW**1st TIME:  Gathering of donations for “Easter Gift Bags” for our 
residents in facilities!  Collection baskets on the Evangelism Table in 
the narthex, along with complete list of acceptable items (on display) 

March 13th:  Soup & Sandwich Supper with Men’s Bible Class (menu 
in bulletin).  Free-will offering will go to Watseka Food Pantry. 

March 23rd – Our Committee will serve the Hot Dog Supper for 
Preschool Saturday @ 5 PM. 

We welcome new helpers! 
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(continued from page 1) 
– those humble people who 

recognize their sin, recognize 
their need for God’s help – 
those are the people that re-
ceive God’s forgiveness. Not 
because they’re earning it by 
groveling, but because God 
shows undeserved love to all 
who are humble and sorry for 
their sins. 

This humble tax collector is 
a picture of Lent. This proud 
Pharisee is the opposite of 
Lent. Which one are you? How 
will you observe Lent this year? 
Do you plan to act extra reli-
gious? Many people observe 
Lent by saying: “Maybe I will 
give up something for Lent”. 

Is Lent a time of self-denial? 
Jesus speaks to us through his 
Word. He tells us that Lent is a 
time of self-denial, a time to 
give up something. Lent is a 
time to give up those sins in 
our lives. It’s a time to give up 
the sin of hypocrisy. Lent is a 
time to give up the sin of duplic-
ity = being a Christian on Sun-
days, but being an unbeliever 
on Fridays. It’s a time to give up 
the sin of being lethargic = 
“someday I’ll get my act togeth-
er spiritually. Right now, though, 

Lent is an attitude, isn’t it? 
It’s an attitude of honesty and 
humility, as we confess our sins 
to God. But Lent is also an atti-
tude of relief and joy, knowing 
that our sins have been forgiv-
en, that our Lord slate has been 
wiped clean as we seek to 
serve our God with our lives. 

These next seven weeks is 
a time for you to look deep into 
your heart, to think about your 
life and how you’ve been living 
it. If people want to temporarily 
give up certain things for Lent 
as a sign of love for their Sav-
ior, that’s fine. But what Christ 
is really concerned about is 
what’s in your heart. During 
Lent, we begin that long walk to 
the cross, where we see just 
how serious and terrible our 
sins are. But there we also see 
how wonderful and deep our 
Savior’s love is for us. The road 
doesn’t end there, but at the 
empty tomb, where Jesus rises 
from the dead to prove that all 
of your sins have been forgiven. 
May God bless you as you 
begin your Lenten journey. 
Amen. 

 

- Pastor Heimgartner 

I’m just too busy focusing on 
everything except God.”  

What is Lent? Lent is that 
man who stood in the back of 
the temple, and looked down at 
the ground, and prayed to God, 
“Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.” Lent is a time for us to 
be like that man, to give up our 
sinful habits, our sinful attitudes, 
to stand before God and to ask 
him to forgive us, to wash our 
sins away, and to empower us 
to turn away from our sinful past 
and to live new lives that are 
dedicated to God. 

And after we lay our sins be-
fore Christ, Lent is also a time 
to give up our guilty feelings. 
Just as that tax collector walked 
home justified before God, so 
can we walk away, knowing that 
we have been forgiven. “I no 
longer have to feel guilty 
about my sins. I no longer 
have to beat myself up about 
the way I’ve been living. I 
have been forgiven. My sins 
have been washed away by 
the blood of Jesus Christ. I 
can start over. I can work 
hard to be someone who 
obeys God, who worships 
God every day with the way I 
live my life.” 

Mar 3 - "Is God Everybody's Father?" Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler (John 8) A 
Christian can say, "I am not Jesus, but we have the same Father" 

Mar 10 - "Through Another's Eyes" Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler (John 9:1-41) Art 
helps us to better see the world. John's Gospel, which is both history and art, puts 

the world in proper focus 

Mar 17 - "Ba-a-ah" Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler (John 10) Strikingly, Jesus refers to his people both as 
"sheep" and as "gods" (Psalm 82). How does that work? 

Mar 24 - "Death Doesn't End the Story" Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler (John 11) When you hear a person's 
story, it's hard not to like them. See what happens when you listen to the story of Jesus 

 

WIBK airings of the Lutheran Hour are sponsored by Calvary.  Tune in Sundays at 8 AM to FM-96.9 
or AM-1360. 

Donations in any amount are always welcome to help defray our costs in bringing the Lutheran 
Hour to our area.  Full broadcasts can be sponsored for $43 with on-air acknowledgement of your 

gift, memorial, or honorarium.  Please contact the church office if you would like to sponsor a 
complete broadcast. 
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Calvary Lutheran Church   Church Council Board Meeting 

7:00 PM – February 12, 2019 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Denney Smith with 12 council members present. Pastor 
Heimgartner led the group in an opening devotion and prayer based on Jeremiah 17:5 -Trust in Christ alone. 
The minutes of the January 8, 2019 Voter’s Assembly Meeting were accepted as published. 
 
Board and Committee Reports 
Financial Secretary’s Report 
James Bruns reported total receipts for January, 2019 of $20,976.19. A copy of the complete report is kept on 
file.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Haley Anderson reported that the General Fund has a balance of $90,641.46 as of Jan. 31, 2019. A copy of the 
complete report is kept on file. 
 
Board of Elder’s Report 
Head Elder Richard Boomgarden reported that a funeral had been held for Marvin Kollmann on Feb. 2, 2019. 
He also reported that Wendysue Fluegge will do the music for the church services on March 23 and 24, 2019. 
Pastor Heimgartner will give the sermon. A free will donation will be collected at the door for Wendysue. Tammy 
Orr added that there will be a Women’s Retreat from 9 am to 1 pm on Sat., March 23. A $15 charge will cover 
the cost of the retreat and lunch. All women will be invited and encouraged to attend this uplifting retreat. 
 
Board of Evangelism Report 
In the absence of chairman, Susie Boomgarden, Pres. Smith read her report. The Board of Evangelism met on 
Feb.6, with 3 members present. They will serve a soup and sandwich supper on March 13 preceding the Lenten 
service. They also will assist with the Hot Dog Supper for the Calvary Preschool families before the service on 
Sat., March 23 when Wendysue Fluegge is here. The board will help sponsor the Preschool Lesson letters with 
a $300.00 donation. Time and Talent sheets will be reviewed. 
 
Board of Christian Education Report 
Chairman Tammy Orr reported that due to Lenten meals being prepared and set up in their classroom area, 
Feb. 27 will be the last day for the 3rd and 4th Grade CEC class. March 27 is the last day for 5th and 6th grade 
CEC classes.  
Sunday School materials for the next few months have been ordered and received.  
Work has also begun on VBS. The dates for it will be announced at the Voter’s Assembly meeting on March 12 
along with the program materials that will be used.  
Some suggested changes have been made concerning VBS. It was suggested that the starting age for VBS 
students be increased by one year from 3 years old to 4 years old, with children through the 8th grade invited to 
attend. Volunteers from the 6th, 7th and 8th grade will be asked to help. The board felt these were great 
suggestions and would like to try them this year.  
 
Preschool Board Report 
Margo Legan reported that Friday, Feb. 15 is the deadline for current students to register. Then registration will 
be opened up to new students. 33 students will “graduate” from Margo’s class of 4 and 5 yr. olds this spring.  
A Butter Braid fundraiser will be held in March. Picture days are March 13 and 14. Wayne Janssen, Perry 
Regnier and K. Rick Elliott will grill hot dogs for the Preschool meal before the church service on Sat., March 23.  
 
Board of Youth and DCE Committee Report 
Paul Schroeder reported that the Valentine’s Dinner was very successful. They served 88 adults and 17 youth 
for a total of 105 people. Tina Douglas, Jill Kollmann and Tia Hoy assisted with the planning. Paul thanked the 
Couple’s Club and everyone else who had helped with the dinner. 
$1500.00 was raised for the LCMS Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, MN to be held on July 11-15, 2019. Seven 
youth have committed to going to the gathering, along with 2-3 adults. The cost is $1,000.00 per person.  
An envelope fund raiser is also currently being conducted for the Youth Gathering. Envelopes with dollar 
amounts written on them are taped to the closet door in the entry way of the church and may be turned into the 
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office, or given to Tina Douglas or Jill Kollmann.  
Upcoming events include Bowling and lunch in Iroquois, IL on March 24 along with the Couples’ Club. Those 
going will leave right after Sunday School. On April 21 they will prepare and serve the Easter morning breakfast. 
On May 1 the first annual Calvary car wash will be held. In June, they are considering having a Golf outing with 
a hamburger and hot dog lunch.  
They are encouraged by the number of youth parents who are interested in being involved with the youth and 
their activities.  
 
Board of Property Report 
Randy Orr reported that all of the parsonage replacement windows are installed. All of the wood around the 
windows has been wrapped. About 50 % of the soffit has been replaced. The carpenters are waiting for better 
weather to do more. The fascia will be the last project completed. The gutters will be installed when Gary Peters 
is finished with his projects on the parsonage. They currently have 2 gutter bids and are waiting for a third. 
Since this project will be over $1,000, bids will be presented at the March 12 Voters’ Assembly meeting.  
Murray Schaumburg reported that when the river was rising last week, the sump pumps were pulled and 
checked to prepare for flooding, if it occurs. He also contacted Dan Bohlmann to explore ways to better light the 
West parking lot.  
 
James Good Charitable Trust Committee 
Wayne Janssen reported that a bill for $1,850.00 was given to him from Mark Rabe for the rest of the work done 
at Tari Scheiwe’s residence. He will contact the rest of the committee to see if trust funds can be used to pay for 
this work.  
 
Pastor’s  Report 
Pastor Heimgartner reported that he had made 44 shut-in visits and one hospital visit in January. He conducted 
Marvin Kollmann’s funeral on Feb. 2, 2019. He attended the visitation for Dennis Skates, husband of member 
Kay Skates, on Feb.5, 2019.  
He contacted Missionary Tony Booker about his availability to be the guest speaker for the Mission Festival 
services at Calvary on Sept. 21-22, 2019. Tony is currently a missionary to Thailand.   
Pastor also said he will have a definite confirmation date by the March 12 Voter’s Assembly meeting. Three 
people are currently attending the adult confirmation class, one non-member and two members who are 
reviewing the teachings of the LCMS. The class meets at 9:00 am on Thursdays.  
 
Council President’s Report 
Denney Smith reported that Life Touch had contacted the church about publishing a new picture directory. The 
council members decided it would be better to wait until a new pastor is in place before making a new directory.  
 
Unfinished Business 
There was no unfinished business. 
 
New Business 
Wayne Janssen reported that Roston Heimgartner needs braces for his legs due to muscle deterioration. He will 
also need to use a walker. Wayne made a motion and James Bruns seconded it, to have a ramp installed up to 
the door on the east side of the parsonage. Motion carried.  
Robert Lubben reported that the east side door of the church is still being left open occasionally. He said people 
need to be aware that the door needs to be re-locked, after it is unlocked, before they enter the building. The 
door will not automatically lock itself.  
 
Adjournment 
At 8:00 pm, James Bruns moved and Richard Boomgarden seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting. Motion 
carried. President Heimgartner led the council in praying the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Marilyn Smith, Recording Secretary 


