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fellowship of mostly older 
people? What might the 
members  o f  tha t 
congregation have done 
for her? 

 
Suggestions for a 
younger person 

If you’re a younger 
person entering a church 
with mostly older people, 
I encourage you to give it 
at least a few months. 
Make an effort to get to 
know the people in the 
church. Listen to their 
faith stories. Watch the 
ways in which they live 
out their Christianity. Sit 
around a table with them 
at a Bible study. Listen 
closely for words of 
wisdom. See if they don’t 
love you in ways you 
never expected. 

Bring your youthful 
energy. Volunteer to help 
out in ways that might be 
difficult for those who are 
older. Bring some friends 
along with you and 
introduce them to the 
members of the church. 
Ask the pastor how you 
can help him. Lead a 
Vacation Bible School or 
help start a food pantry.  

(continued on page 4) 

This month, I would like 
to share with you an 
article by Rev. Tom 
Eggebrecht from the 
L u t h e r a n  W i t n e s s 
magazine, published in 
February 2019. 

- Pastor Heimgartner 
 
“I recently heard that a 

friend’s 20-something 
daughter had moved to 
another city. In her first 
few weeks there, she 
decided she would give 
the local Lutheran church 
a try. Her verdict? The 
church wasn’t much to 
her liking because the 
only people there were 
old people.” 

On the one hand, I can 
understand this young 
woman’s hesitancy to 
return. We all like to be 
surrounded by our 
generational peers. It’s 
more  comfo r tab le . 
Friends and even 
potential spouses are 
easier to find among a 
large group of people 
close to one’s own age. 
Nobody wants to be a 
part of what they think is 
an old or dying 
organization. Some — 
for right or for wrong — 

come to church for an 
energizing faith boost. 
When they look around 
and see mainly gray or 
white heads, they may 
(especially if they are 
young or in the prime of 
life) feel less than 
energized and want to 
look elsewhere. 

In a recent study by 
L i feWay Research, 
young adults reported 
that the number one 
reason they s top 
attending church is 
because their l i fe 
situation has changed. 
They may go to college 
or simply move away 
from home. Out from 
under Mom and Dad’s 
roof, they have the 
freedom to sleep in on 
Sunday morning, and so 
they do. In light of this, I 
give my young friend a 
great deal of credit for at 
least giving a church in 
her new city a chance. 

What if, however, she 
had decided to go back 
the next week? Then the 
week after that? And the 
week after that? What 
might she have found? 
How could she have 
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  a 
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The Ruth Circle will meet on Tuesday, July 2nd at 11:15 AM 
at the Copper Pot in Watseka.  See you there! 

Evelyn Brutlag (92!) 07/01 

Emma Creek 07/01 

Jessica Allhands 07/02 

Sue Bell (82!) 07/02 

Zackary Floriant 07/03 

Nancy Hilgendorf (81!) 07/04 

Reta Myers 07/04 

Anthony Norrick Jr. (30!) 07/04 

Anna Nourie 07/04 

James Day 07/05 

Dawn Howe 07/06 

Caldan Cotter 07/07 

Greg Crouch 07/07 

Warren Peters (91!) 07/07 

Doug Dirks 07/08 

Sue Janssen 07/08 

Jon Norder 07/08 

Ryan Philippe 07/08 

Elyssa Kollmann 07/09 

Tyler Atwood 07/10 

Drew Douglas 07/10 

William Lucht (80!) 07/11 

Zachary Hebert 07/12 

Marc Stoops 07/12 

Emily Allhands 07/14 

Roston Heimgartner 07/14 

Alden Long 07/16 

Ben Warren 07/17 

Wyatt Philippe 07/18 

Melissa Storm 07/19 

Alexandra Duden 07/22 

Nathan Schroeder 07/22 

Sandra Grenhoff 07/23 

Georgia Potts 07/23 

Robert Gaffield 07/24 

Esther Marshall (94!) 07/24 

Adam Norder 07/24 

Rylie Parsons 07/24 

Jeremy Love 07/25 

Dan Cluver 07/26 

Cameron Garrison 07/26 

Allison Wessels 07/26 

Ronald Williams 07/26 

Katelyn Norder (20!) 07/28 

Adam Stoops 07/28 

Caden Curtis 07/29 

Jennifer Curtis 07/29 

Lily Atwood 07/30 

Perry Regnier 07/30 

July Birthdays! 
Robert & Janice Lubben (52 years!) 7/2/1967 

Mickey & Shirley Biernat (50 years!) 7/11/1969 

Kyle & Heather Fletcher 7/15/2017 

Craig & Julia Bell 7/16/2016 

Brian & Julie Hasbargen 7/23/1983 

Wayne & Sue Janssen 7/24/1976 

Gerry & Ruth Behrens (60 years!) 7/26/1959 

Michael & Shelby Townsend (63 years!) 7/29/1956 

July Anniversaries! 

CALL COMMITTEE REPORT 
(06/20/2019) 

• On June 11th, Calvary’s Voters’ Assembly elected Reverend 
Philip Hoppe to the Office of Pastor and extended him a 
Divine Call. 

• Pastor Hoppe has received the Call documents and will be 
prayerfully considering our Call. 

• Pastor Hoppe, his wife, and four of their children have made 
a visit to Calvary and the community. 

• His intention would be to make a decision by mid-July, Lord 
willing. 

• He asks us to join him in prayer as he seeks to discern what 
decision would best serve God and His Kingdom, the (3) 
congregations and their communities (Calvary-Watseka, 

Miraculous Mission VBS - July 22-25 
GROUP LEADERS NEEDED!  Thank you everyone who has 
volunteered this year for VBS.  We are still looking for a few more 
group leaders.  Please contact Tammy Orr if you can help:  815-
383-0204 
Save time and register online at vbsmate.com/watseka or 
pick up a blue paper form at the rear of the sanctuary or Great 
Room. 
Adult VBS Class:  An adult VBS class, “The Fourth 
Commandment – God, Family, Society, and Me” will be taught by 
Pastor Alex McNally from Faith AALC each night of VBS from 
6:20-7:40 PM.  Please signup in the Great Room. 

The LWML will hold their annual salad supper on 
Monday July 8th at 6 pm. All ladies of the 

congregation are invited to attend. Please call or text 
Missy West at 815-546-6479 to RSVP. 

We will have a float in the Watseka Fourth of July 
parade.  We need people to help setup/decorate the 
float, as well as people to be in our walking unit for the 
parade—in either case, please let Tammy Orr know. 
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TEACHER OPENING 
Calvary Preschool in Watseka will be hiring a preschool teacher immediately for the upcoming school year. 

If you are interested or know of anyone who might be interested, 
please send resume to Calvary Lutheran Church & Preschool, 

c/o Preschool Board, 120 E Hickory St, Watseka, IL 60970, 
or e-mail calvarywatseka@gmail.com 

If you have any additional questions, please contact Margo Legan at 815-383-2209. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

It is after extensive prayer and much discussion that I am resigning as the Calvary Preschool Director 

and teacher. When I took on the role of director very unexpectedly six years ago, my children and family life 

was a totally different dynamic.  With Brandon being on night shift as well as my kids having more school 

activities, I feel like God is calling me to serve Him in a new way. I just don't feel like I have the time to 

devote to the director responsibilities and give it the attention it deserves at this point in my life. The 

teaching portion is where my heart is and with that being said, I have been praying about where God wants 

me for the past few years. Just recently God opened this new job opportunity to continue to teach about 

Jesus and to teach preschool in Woodworth at St. Paul's! I am so excited to be serving on the Call 

Committee here at Calvary and what the future holds as far as a new pastor. My prayer is that this preschool 

continues to thrive for our church. I want to help continue to attain that moving forward.  I want you to 

know I gave it my all and have loved and valued my time as an employee here. Your unending support the 

last seven years while I was employed here has meant more to me than you know. We have an awesome 

ministry in this preschool! It truly is a blessing to this community! 

In Peace and Serving Him Always, Margo Legan 

 

Below is the letter which Margo sent to this fall’s Preschool families: 

Dear Calvary Preschool Families for the 2019-2020 School Year, 

 It is after extensive prayer and much discussion with my family that I am resigning as director and 

teacher of Calvary Lutheran Preschool . For those of you that do not know me, I have been the Director for 

six years and a teacher at Calvary Preschool for the past seven years. Just recently, God opened a new job 

opportunity for me to continue to teach about Jesus and to teach preschool in Woodworth at St. Paul's 

Lutheran School! I have truly loved my time at Calvary Preschool. Calvary Preschool was opened in 1984 

and since has had a great reputation of educating the preschool aged students in Watseka as well as many 

from surrounding communities. I know Calvary Preschool will continue to thrive and offer outstanding 

preschool education the children. The Calvary Preschool Board is working diligently to hire a new teacher 

and to make decisions to fill the director position. Personally, I am doing everything I can to assist the Board 

as well as planning to assist the people placed in the positions to make this a smooth transition. If you know 

anyone interested in an Early Childhood teaching position, please send a resume to the Calvary Preschool 

Board at 120 E Hickory, Watseka, Il 60970. Any questions or concerns, please contact the preschool phone 

at 815-432-4137 and leave a message for the Preschool Board. 

In Peace and Serving Him Always, Margo Legan 

Preschool Update 
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get to know the personal details of 
her life. Show that you care about 
his vocation and relationships. Get 
her cell phone number and 
surprise her with an encouraging 
text message in the middle of the 
week. Listen to his ideas about 
ways to enhance the life of the 
congregation. Give of yourself— 
and see just how much you 
receive. 

 
Embracing the generation gap 
Instead of just bridging the 

church generation gap, what if we 
embraced it? From both sides? 
What if both young and old took on 
the attitude that we can learn from 
those of the other generation and 
be enriched by them? What if we 
cared less about ourselves — our 
needs, our preferences — and just 

(continued from page 1) 
Give of yourself — and see just 

how much you receive. 
 

Suggestions for an older person 
If you’re an older person who is a 

member of church made up of 
mostly older people, and you see 
a young person walk through the 
door, welcome her or him with 
open arms. Introduce her to your 
friends. Make sure the pastor 
knows his name. Don’t overwhelm 
her but do encourage her to stick 
around for coffee hour. Tell him 
about the history of your church 
and let him know how he can get 
involved. 

Don’t make a fuss if she brings 
her mocha latte into the sanctuary. 
Don’t give him a sour look if he’s 
wearing jeans. Make an effort to 

a little bit more about the others 
sitting in the pews near us? 

What if we all took heed of the 
words from Proverbs 20:29: ‘The 
glory of young men is their 
strength, but the splendor of old 
men is their gray hair”? What if we 
lived out Psalm 148:12-13: “Young 
men and maidens together, old 
men and children! Let them praise 
the name of the Lord, for his name 
is exalted; his majesty is above 
earth and heaven”?” 

 
The Rev. Tom Eggebrecht is 

senior pastor of Ascension 
Lutheran Church in Casselberry, 
Fla., where he enjoys watching 
young and old support one 
another in the faith. Follow his 
personal blog at 

www. tomeqqebrecht. com 

NOTES OF THANKS… 

THANK YOU to the 10 Calvary volunteers and 2 other family members who worked Saturday, June 15 
with 5 chain saws, a tractor and loader, an ATV and two trailers, cutting, dragging and clearing a large 
amount of storm damage to trees at an Oppyville property. They were Perry, Betty and Matthew Regnier, 
Betty’s sister Kathy Courtney and brother Anthony David, Ronnie and Judah Williams, Randie Orr, Jim and 
Nancy Reynolds, Robert Lubben, and Denney Smith. We got done just before the heavy rain came, BUT-- 
Jim had to drive his tractor-without-a-cab home in it. (See the group photo displayed on the board of 
evangelism's table in the narthex.)       - Denney Smith 

 
THANK YOU for the many cards and kind words of sympathy at the passing of our brother Francis 
Thompsen.  We are blessed to have such a caring church family. 

- Ron & Betty Thompsen; Gordon & Linda Thompsen 
 
We would like to thank everyone for their support and kindness shown to us during Wendell’s illness and 
after his passing.  Thank you for the cards, flowers, memorials, and prayers.  Thanks also to Pastor 
Heimgartner for his visits and sermon at the services.  Special thanks to all who donation food and helped 
with the dinner following the funeral.    - The family of Wendell Pfingsten 

Prairieview Happenings 
ATTENTION LADIES! 

Time to go through that closet and part with some of those purses and scarves so they can become 
someone else’s favorite. 

Prairieview Fall Festival is September 6th & 7th.  Please leave your items in the marked bin in the Great 
Room. 

 
Calvary’s Game Day with Prairieview residents has been changed to the 4th Wednesday of every 

month at 2 PM.  Contact Karen Storm (815-471-3502) if you’re available to help.  
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Calvary Lutheran Church   Call Meeting of the Voter’s Assembly 

6:30 PM – June 11, 2019 
 
 The meeting was called to order by President Denney Smith with 51 members and 6 guests present, as 
well as Circuit Visitor, Pastor Timothy Hahn. He led the assembly in an opening devotion and prayer on the 
Office of the Holy Ministry based on 1 Timothy, Ch.3. 
 President Denney Smith then asked if anyone in attendance would like to join the Voter’s Assembly. 
Diane Natschke made a motion nominating Jim Kramer, Gerry Natschke, Nancy Norder, Bonita Schroeder, Tina 
Douglas and Stephanie Blackwell for membership. Wayne Janssen seconded the motion. Motion carried. The six 
new members were asked to sign the church constitution following the meeting. 
 Pastor Hahn thanked the Call Committee and the elders for all their time and work done to call a new 
pastor. The meeting was then turned over to Kerry Bell, Call Committee chairman. He also thanked the 
committee. All committee members except Tim Fletcher and Haley Anderson were able to be present.  
 Kerry explained the various steps taken to get to this point in the process. Using the results from the 54 
responses to the Congregational Survey conducted in November 2018, the committee determined that the top 6 
traits chosen by the congregation were: Worship, Preaching Delivery, Preaching Content, Children’s Ministry, 
People Skills, and Youth Ministry. The Survey results and the Congregational Self Study were submitted to Pres. 
Miller at the Central Illinois District in January 2019 
 Pres. Miller sent a list of 12 potential candidates to Calvary on April 18, 2019, including 2 names 
submitted by our congregation, and 10 by Pres. Miller. The list was quickly narrowed to 11 as 1 pastor had 
already accepted a call. Committee members then independently ranked each of the remaining pastors on the 
list according to the top 6 traits using the Pastor’s Information Form from their district president and their own 
responses to the Self Evaluation Tool questionnaire. Kerry then made phone calls to the pastors. Four responded 
that they were not interested in a call at this time, one decided to retire, two were ranked low by the committee, 
and one didn’t respond. Three pastors agreed to be interviewed. Kerry set up dates and times in May, 2019 to 
interview them using the CID Interview questionnaire, which the committee had adapted to meet their needs. The 
interviews were done via Skype using the Smart Board in one of the Calvary Preschool rooms with each lasting 2 
hours. The interviews were tape recorded as well. Two pastors were chosen to be considered for nomination to 
the voters. Kerry read aloud to the assembly some of the observations made by committee members following 
the interviews of Rev. David Buchs of Wheaton, IL and Rev. Philip Hoppe of Finlayson, MN. 
 Diane Natschke made a motion nominating these two pastors to be considered for extending a call. 
Murray Schaumburg seconded it. The motion carried. Considerable discussion followed. Being asked which one 
the committee recommended, Kerry reported that Rev. Hoppe was their unanimous choice. Ballots with the 2 
names were distributed. The vote tally was 55 to 1 in favor of Rev. Philip Hoppe of Finlayson, MN. Jim Reynolds 
made a motion, seconded by Bob Seggebruch, that it be considered a unanimous ballot. Motion carried. 
 Pastor Hahn and Kerry placed a phone call to Pastor Hoppe. As he was unavailable at that moment, a 
message was left to return the call, which he did shortly after that. Kerry reported that Pastor Hoppe had 
excitement in his voice when he replied that he would prayerfully consider the call. The call documents will be 
sent to him on Thursday, June 13, 2019. Pastor Hahn led the assembly in a closing prayer. At 7:40 pm, Diane 
made a motion and Perry Regnier seconded it, to adjourn the Call Meeting. Motion carried.  
 
Respectfully submitted,   Marilyn Smith, Recording Secretary 
 
 

Calvary Lutheran Church     Quarterly Voter’s Assembly 
7:10 PM – June 11, 2019 

 
 The Quarterly Voter’s Assembly was called to order by Pres. Denney Smith at 7:10 pm. An opening 
devotion by Pastor Heimgartner was given based on Psalm 19 titled “Grace”. 
 The minutes of the May 14, 2019 Church Council Meeting were accepted as published. 
 
Board and Committee Reports 
Financial Secretary’s Report 
 James Bruns reported total receipts for May 2019 of $15,005.26. A copy of the complete report is kept on 
file.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 In the absence of Haley Anderson, James reported that the General Fund has a balance of $101,957.16 
as of May 31, 2019. A copy of the complete report is kept on file.  
 Haley had suggested in a written statement that $539 Thrivent Choice Dollars be allocated to the Youth 
for their trip to the Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, MN in July. James made a motion to this effect and Margo 
Legan seconded it. The motion carried.  
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 Haley also reported that the estate of Marge Dirks had gone through probate and had been settled. 
Calvary Church received a check in the amount of $20,000. The parsonage project was expanded to include 
new gutters and therefore went over the original amount taken from the Koester CD by $3,075. She suggested 
that $3,075.00 of the $20,000 Marge Dirks estate donation be allocated to the gutter expense for the 
parsonage. Betty Thompsen made a motion, seconded by Richard Boomgarden to take $3,075 from the Marge 
Dirks estate for gutters and gutter guards. Motion carried.  
 Murray Schaumburg also reported that Pastor and Julie Heimgartner paid $2,400.00 for new appliances 
with 10 yr. warranties for the parsonage when they moved here in Oct. 2018. Not wanting to move them now, 
they offered to sell them to the congregation for $1,900.00. Murray made a motion, seconded by Perry Regnier 
to use funds from the Marge Dirks estate to buy them for $1,900.00.  Jim Reynolds moved to amend the motion 
changing the $1,900.00 to $2,400.00. Wayne seconded it. A vote on the amendment carried. The original 
motion, as amended was voted on and carried. 
 Murray Schaumburg made a motion, seconded by Roland Kollman, that the remaining funds be placed 
in a short term CD to fund parsonage living area improvements such as carpet replacement and window 
coverings, as well as moving expenses for a new pastor. Motion carried. 
 
Board of Elder’s Report 
Official Acts of the Church (3/13/2019 through 6/11/2019) 

Funerals: 
Dorothy Bettermann (d: 03/31/2019; f: 04/04/2019) 
Rick Zabel (non-member) (d: 04/03/2019; f:  04/07/2019) 
Arnold Pfingsten (d: 04/14/2019; f: 04/23/2019) 
Beverly Rosenberger (d: 04/26/2019; f: 05/01/2019) 
Bernice Zabel (d:04/29/2019; f: 05/03/2019) 
Wendell Pfingsten (d:05/31/2019 f: 06/07/2019) 

Confirmed: Nate Douglas, Logan Kollmann, Payton Neal (05/19/2019) 
Rec’d POF: James & Kathleen Kramer (04/14/2019) 
Baptisms: NONE  Transfers In: NONE  Released: NONE 
Weddings: NONE  Transfers Out: NONE 

 
Board of Evangelism Report 
 Chairman Susie Boomgarden reported that the Board of Evangelism met on June 5. They made final 
plans for the New Members and 2019 Graduates’ Brunch and put together gifts for the graduates. 45 people 
were served at the brunch on Sunday, June 9, 2019.  
 
Board of Christian Education Report 
 Perry Regnier reported that we need to get the word out for VBS. Registration is low. Plans are going 
well and they would like to have a float in the 4th of July Parade. If anyone would like to help, please let him or 
Tammy Orr know. 
 
Preschool Board Report 
 To fill the job of Preschool Director due to the resignation of Margo Legan, board member Abby Swartz 
made a motion recommending Julie Alden, current Calvary Preschool teacher,  be hired for this position. Shelby 
Jean Townsend seconded the motion. Abby stated that the Elders and the Congregation president, Denney 
Smith, supported this recommendation. Abby gave the board’s reasons for choosing Julie as the director. 
Preschool board member, Stephanie Blackwell, also spoke about the reasons for their decision. A vote was 
taken and the motion carried. This opens up a teacher position which they hope to fill before preschool begins in 
September.  
 
Board of Youth and DCE Committee Report 
 Paul Schroeder reported that 8 youth and 3 adults will leave for the Youth Convention in Minneapolis, 
MN on July 11 and return on July 15. Perry Regnier will drive the youth in the church van. Through fundraising 
and donations, right around $7,500 has been raised to help pay the expenses. They had hoped to have a golf 
outing this summer, however it is going to have to be postponed until the fall. The youth will have a pulled pork 
meal as a thank you to the congregation then. 
 
Board of Property Report 
 Murray Schaumburg reported that at the completion of the work on the parsonage by Gary Peters and 
Jeremiah LaBelle, the old gutters were sold for $60 scrap and donated to the youth for their trip. The old piano 
in the parsonage was sold for $125.00 and the money was also donated to the youth trip. The new storm door 
for the east entrance to the house will be installed this summer. 
 The Board expressed appreciation to Denney Smith, Wayne Janssen and Rick Elliott for their help in 
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cleaning up the church property after the wind storm of May 23, 2019. They also send a big “THANK YOU” to 
the ladies of our congregation for providing morning snacks and helping with the lunch for the volunteers of 
Lutheran Church Charities on Saturday and Sunday, May 25 and 26. 
 Murray asked for permission for the board to take down a huge tree leaning on the NE corner of the 
church property, before it falls and takes other trees with it. The board will get bids and would like the Voters’ 
pre-approval to get it done if the bid is over $1,000, rather than waiting for approval at the September meeting. 
Kerry Bell made a motion to approve the board’s request and James Bruns seconded it. Motion carried.  
 
Prairieview Committee 
 Betty Thompsen reported that the Ladies’ Guild monthly visitation day to Prairieview has been changed 
from the second Wednesday of the month to the fourth Wednesday so that it doesn’t conflict with their monthly 
meeting date. She said they can always use more volunteers to assist with the games and activities on those 
days.  
 Beginning this weekend, purses and scarves may be placed in the donation box located in the Great 
Room. These will be sold at the Prairieview Fall Festival in September, 2019. 
 
Scholarship Committee 
 Wayne Janssen said there were no requests. 
 
Van committee 
 No report. 
 
James Good Charitable Trust Committee 
 Wayne Janssen reported that the Trust Investment accounts total $88,561.76 and the checking account 
has an ending balance of $2,089.09. This report was included in the packet of information prepared for the 
Voter’s Assembly and will be kept on file. 
 
Health and Safety Committee 
 Chairman Jim Reynolds included a report in the Voter’s Assembly packet. He spoke about some of those 
needs: A fire extinguisher in the altar area; a fire alarm system capable of opening electronic door locks installed 
where appropriate; and Stair railing improvements. Jim made a motion, seconded by Bonnie Rajala, to plan a 
training session with Jeremy Douglas and Brandon Legan for emergency action and evacuation procedures and 
table the rest of the items for now. Motion carried. A copy of the report will be kept on file. 
 
Pastor’s Report 
 Pastor Heimgartner reported on the pastoral duties he had conducted this past quarter. He appreciated 
the members who came along and participated in the services at both care centers. He would like to see this 
continued. He also thanked the Ladies Guild members for helping with the funerals.  
 He and his family will be moving back to the St. Louis, IL area. Due to difficulties following a previous foot 
surgery, he will have additional foot surgery in July. Roston will also receive better care with the doctors there.  
 
Council President’s Report 
 Denney Smith thanked Pastor Robert Heimgartner for serving as our vacancy pastor from Oct. 12, 2018 
to June 30, 2019. He has been a blessing to our congregation. 
 
Unfinished Business 
 There was no unfinished business. 
 
New Business 
 Pastor Heimgartner spoke about a funeral pamphlet which Rev. Bottjen had put together when he was a 
pastor here. It is a helpful tool to prepare for funerals. Ben, Calvary’s office manager, has printed up several 
more. These will be distributed to interested members to have ready for their funerals.  
 
Adjournment 
 At 9:10 pm, James Bruns moved and Bill Lah seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting. Motion 
carried. The assembly closed with prayer.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  Marilyn Smith, Recording Secretary 


