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J ULY 2017 N EWSLETTER
Calvary Ev. Lutheran
Church and Preschool
120 E. Hickory St.
Watseka, IL 60970
Regular Office Hours
Mon — Fri 9 AM — 3 PM

STAFF:
Rev. Don Love............. Pastor
Margo Legan .......... Preschool
Director
Julie Ahlden ........... Preschool
Teacher
Benjamin Light ............. Office
Manager
Office ...............
Preschool .........
Fax/Fellowship
Hall ..................
Parsonage........
Pastor’s Cell.....

SIX ELEPHANTS IN THE ROOM

815-432-4136
815-432-4137

This month I would like
to share with you article
815-432-3535 written by Prof. Paul
815-432-5381 Raabe of St.
Louis
815-922-0397
Seminary. Prof Raabe
calvarywatseka@gmail.com
writes:
See the newsletter in Imagine seeing six elefull, glorious color! At phants in one arSuch mammoth
calvarywatseka.com ea.
creatures would dominate that particular setting. This image comes
to mind when I think of
the challenges we face
in the U.S. in 2017,
• Words from Pastor
challenges that are inLove
terconnected.

Inside this
issue...

•

Church Document
Archiving Project

•

Ladies’ Guild

•

July Birthdays and
Anniversaries

•

Luther Film

•

July Lutheran Hour

•

A Mighty Fortress! VBS

•

Youth Group Scoop

•

July Lectionary
Readings

•

Quilters

•

June Voters’ Assembly
Minutes

•

July Calendar and
much more!

Elephant 1. The challenge of a geographical
mismatch by which
most congregations and
schools of the LCMS
are located in the mid-

dle of the country and in
rural areas but most of
the population lives on
the two coasts and in
huge metro areas.
Elephant 2. The challenge of the multi-ethnic
population in the U.S.,
of reaching and attracting Hispanics, Africans,
and Asians into our predominately Caucasian
congregations.
Elephant 3. The challenge of non-churchattendance.
Surveys
reveal that on any given
Sunday only 18% of the
U.S.
attends
a
church. There are numerous reasons why
over 80% do not attend,

but in the end most
Americans are simply
not “into” church. As
Robert Putnam would
put it, they go “bowling
alone.”
Elephant 4. The challenge of working in a
multi-religious environment not only with nonChristian religions but
also with many different
versions of Christianity. For example, liberal
churches typically substitute a radical-left ideology of inclusivity for
t he
b ib lica l
gos pel. Prosperity groups
substitute the demand
for “health, wealth, and
happiness” from heaven
(continued on page 5)

Over the weekend of July 8 and 9, the congregation can come
and view/take items (such as old bulletins and newsletters)
that were stored in the attic but are not being kept.
Anything left after the service on July 9th will be
destroyed.

Calvary Lutheran Ladies’ Guild
will NOT meet in July or August. The ladies on the threemonth committee for July/Aug/Sept are Nancy Norder,
Sharon Knisley, and Kim Love. Enjoy your summer, we
will meet again on September 12th.
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Calvary congregation and the
Board of Evangelism will be
sponsoring a screening of the
new Martin Luther film,
released for the 500 year
anniversary
of
the
Reformation. The movie will
be shown here in Watseka at the Watseka Theater.
Other
congregations and members of the community will also be invited in
addition to all our members. Put the date on your calendar now:
Tuesday, September 26, 2017. You won’t want to miss it!

July Anniversaries
Robert & Janice Lubben (50 years!)
Mickey & Shirley Biernat
Craig & Julia Bell (1 year!)
Brian & Julie Hasbargen
Wayne & Sue Janssen
Gerry & Ruth Behrens (58 years!)
Onnie & Nancy Hilgendorf (61 years!)
Michael & Shelby Townsend (61 years!)

July 9 - "Living as Christ's
Person in Repentance and
Faith" (Romans 7:14-25) Rev.
Dr. Gregory Seltz - Life out of
control? Turn to God in
repentance and faith. Let Him
act before you do.

7/2/1967
7/11/1969
7/16/2016
7/23/1983
7/24/1976
7/26/1959
7/29/1956
7/29/1956

July Birthdays
Evelyn Brutlag (90!)
Emma Creek
Jessica Allhands
Sue Bell (80!)
Zackary Floriant
Nancy Hilgendorf
Reta Myers
Anthony Norrick, Jr.
Anna Nourie
James Day
Dawn Howe
Caldan Cotter
Greg Crouch
Warren Peters (89!)
Doug Dirks
Sue Janssen
Jon Norder
Ryan Philippe
Elyssa Kollmann
Tyler Atwood
Andrew Douglas
Zachary Hebert
Marc Stoops

07/01
07/01
07/02
07/02
07/03
07/04
07/04
07/04
07/04
07/05
07/06
07/07
07/07
07/07
07/08
07/08
07/08
07/08
07/09
07/10
07/10
07/12
07/12

Emily Allhands
Ben Warren
Wyatt Philippe (10!)
Melissa Storm
Alexandra Duden
Nathan Schroeder
Sandra Grenhoff
Georgia Potts
Robert Gaffield
Esther Marshall (92!)
Adam Norder
Rylie Parsons
Jeremy Love
Dan Cluver (70!)
Cameron Garrison
Allison Wessels
Ronald Williams
Katelyn Norder
Adam Stoops (20!)
Caden Curtis
Jennifer Curtis
Lily Atwood
Perry Regnier

July 2 - "Serving in the Power
of the Spirit" (Romans 7:1-13)
Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz Because Christ has paid our
debt, we are no longer captive to
sin but are free to live for others,
in His name.

07/14
07/17
07/18
07/19
07/22
07/22
07/23
07/23
07/24
07/24
07/24
07/24
07/25
07/26
07/26
07/26
07/26
07/28
07/28
07/29
07/29
07/30
07/30

July 16 - "The Power of a
Spirit-Given
Adoption!" (Romans 8:12-17)
Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz - God
provides for your adoption into
His family, by grace through faith
in Jesus and by the power of the
Holy Spirit.
July 23 - "Overcoming This
World's Obstacles" (Romans
8:18-25) Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz
- Despite all the world's
brokenness, God has something
better in store for us, through
Christ.
July 30 - "Confidence to Face
Whatever Comes Our
Way" (Romans 8:28-39) Rev.
Dr. Gregory Seltz - No matter
what life throws our way, God
promises that His eternal
purposes can never be
thwarted.
July airings of The Lutheran
Hour on WFGA are sponsored
by Calvary. Tune in Sundays
at 8 AM.
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Six Elephants in the Room
(continued from page 1)
for the biblical gospel. The Americans we seek to evangelize are
not tabula rasa (an empty
slate). They already have preconceived notions about Christianity, notions that are typically
distortions of the Christian faith
and life.
Elephant 5. The challenge of
biblical illiteracy among churchgoing Christians. Surveys indicate the prevalence of biblical illiteracy, especially when it comes
to Moses and the Prophets but
also concerning the Gospels and
Epistles. Many Christians cannot
speak and think in biblical ways;
they only know a few biblical
soundbites. Along with this goes
an unfamiliarity with theology and
doctrine, for Lutherans, an unfamiliarity with the Small Catechism
not to mention the Large Catechism.
Elephant 6. The challenge of
living in a Christian way in this
time and place. What writes the

Date
July 2
4th Sunday after
Pentecost
July 9
5th Sunday after
Pentecost
July 16
6th Sunday after
Pentecost
July 23
7th Sunday after
Pentecost
July 30
8th Sunday after
Pentecost

script for non-Christians writes
the script for many Christians as
well, dominant influences such as
the entertainment industry, social
media, corporate America, radical
individual autonomy, and popular
ideologies. As a result, the actual
life of many Christians differs very
little from that of non-Christians.
Every generation is called to be
faithful in its own time and place,
to confess the truth of the gospel
(Galatians 2:5), to teach the written Word of God in its truth and
purity (2 Timothy 2:15; 3:15-17),
to walk in the ways of the Lord
(Isaiah 2), to proclaim repentance
unto the forgiveness of sins to all
nations (Luke 24:44-49). With
such huge, overwhelming, elephant-like challenges facing us,
we are tempted to lift up our
hands and cry out in utter despair, “What’s the point?” But it is
2017 anno domini, in the year of
the Lord. Jesus the Messiah,
crucified and risen for all, is
Lord. Therefore our labor in his
name is not in vain.

Are there other elephants in the
picture? What elephants do you
see in your context?
~~~~~~~~
Great Article Prof. Raabe!
Please always remember as
God’s people let’s always keep
before our eyes The Great Commission:
Matthew 28:18-20
18
And Jesus came and said to
them, “All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to
me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe
all that I have commanded you;
and lo, I am with you always, to
the close of the age.”

Pastor Love
FYI: Quilters will
meet on the first and
third Thursdays
during the summer
months (June –
September).

Psalm Reading

Old Testament Lesson

Epistle Lesson

The Holy Gospel

Psalm 119:153–160

Jeremiah 28:5–9

Romans 7:1–13

Matthew 10:34–42

Psalm145:1–14

Zechariah 9:9–12

Romans 7:14–25a

Matthew 11:25–30

Psalm 65:(1–8) 9–13

Isaiah 55:10–13

Romans 8:12–17

Matthew 13:1–9,
18–23

Psalm 119:57–64

Isaiah 44:6–8

Romans 8:18–27

Matthew 13:24–30, 36–
43

Psalm 125

Deuteronomy 7:6–9

Romans 8:28–39

Matthew 13:44–52
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Calvary Lutheran Church
Church Voters Assembly
June 13, 2017
7:00 PM
The meeting was called to order by President Denney Smith. Pastor Love offered an opening devotion and prayer.

The minutes of the May 9, 2017 were accepted as published.
Financial Secretary: J ames Br uns pr esented the r epor t which showed r eceipts of $17,902.14 for the month of
May and receipts for the year of $116,833.27.
Treasurer's Report: Haley Ander son pr esented her r epor t. The Gener al Fund balance is $58,537.95.
The complete financial reports are included with the minutes kept by the recording secretary.
Board of Elders' Report: Russell Rudd pr esented the r epor t.
Russell Rudd made a motion to accept the Official Acts of the Church from March14-June 13, 2017. James Bruns
seconded. Motion carried.
The Official Acts are as follow:
Baptisms: None
Confirmations: Youth Confir mation-5/07/17: Lily Atwood, Caldan Cotter, Kinzie Parsons, Natalie Schroeder,
Ethan Shay, Allison Wessels.
Adult Confirmation – 4/23/17: Craig Carlson
Weddings: None
Funerals:
Tom Voigt
d: 3/30/2017
f:4/01/2017
Mabel Cluver
d: 4/10/2017
f:4/15/2017
Barbra Natschke d: 5/10/2017 f: 5/20/2017
Russell Wessels d: 5/31/2017 f: 6/23/2017
Membership by profession of faith: None
Transfers in from other LCMS: Nor man Absher 3/13/2017 fr om Good Shepher d—Hoopeston
Transfers out: Sam (Glendor a) Wessels—to St. Paul Lutheran, McAllen, TX , Easton VanHoveln—to Trinity
Lutheran, El Paso, Il
Releases from membership: J osh Douglas at his r equest
Pastor Love will be having knee surgery on July 20th and will be recuperating for 2 weeks. Pastor Nabinger will be
filling in.
Board of Evangelism Report: Bonnie Rajala pr esented report.
Donations from Pre-school and Lela Hofer helped us to reach our goal for putting up the next church sign. T.J. signs is
making it. Thank you for these generous donations.
Special offerings will be collected by our Board at any function or activity the board sponsors. This money will be
donated to Reverend and Mrs. Bernie Lutz for their upcoming mission trip.
The board will begin publicizing the Martin Luther Film in July. It has been booked, ordered and paid for and will
show on September 26, 2017 (Tuesday) more details to come.
We will be exploring a project of distributing free bottles of water at one of the Farmer’s Markets
The men’s bible study and Evangelism Board will serve the Wednesday meal at VBS.
Members of the congregation, special guests and honorees and their families are invited to the Annual Recognition
Brunch, Sunday, June 25th at 10:15 am. Watch for upcoming announcements on this event and plan to attend to
welcome our new members and congratulate the newly baptized, graduates and confirmands.
Board of Christian Education Report: Dean Cluver pr esented the r epor t
Rally Day is September 10th after Sunday School
VBS is July 10-13. Still need volunteers. 30 children are signed up so far.
Sunday School needs a superintendent with Nicole leaving.
The Christian Education Board is looking at new teaching materials for the middle school kids.
There was $142.48 from the Sunday School offering which is being given to the Lutheran World Relief.
CEC will be starting on 9/6. Need a teacher for the 5th grade.
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Preschool Board: Mar go Leagan No r epor t
Pastor Love mentioned that the graduation went great and thank you to all involved.
Board of Youth: Abby Swar tz pr esented r epor t.
Youth will be going to Turkey Run on June 22nd.
Future youth events to be determined.
DCE Report: Nicole Wittmann pr esented r epor t.
Nicole has resigned her position and her last day in the office will be Thursday, June 29th, and her last worship
service and day in Watseka will be Sunday, July 2nd. Please keep Nicole and Calvary in your prayers during this
transition.
Nicole’s goal is to make the transition as easy as possible. Things are lined up for the rest of the summer and for the
beginning of the school year.
Nicole indicated she is leaving before VBS but has confidence in the volunteers. They are looking for a person to be
the main contact during the week or VBS.
The Youth Mission trip is still happening and looking for a female chaperone and someone to oversee the trip. Perry
Regnier is going to be the male chaperone. Everything is planned and ready.
Personal Note: Nicole will be moving back to Wisconsin with her parents on July 3rd. She will have 2 jobs and will be
fundraising for her trip which will visit several different countries during the year 2018. She will be gone for a year
and then hopes to be able to come back and share her experiences with the congregation.
Board of Properties: Wayne J anssen pr esented r epor t.
Wayne made a motion that the copier contract be renewed for the same price as last year with Martin-Whalen. Ronald
Thompsen seconded. Motion carried.
Wayne made a motion that a privacy fence for the parsonage at a cost of $2680, consisting of 112 feet of tan vinyl, 4
foot high, including concrete, be done. Russell Rudd seconded. Motion carried. Labor is volunteer and the hedge
will not be removed at this time.
Haley Anderson asked where the funds were coming from.
James Bruns made a motion that funds for the fence come from budget line item 420 (Maintenance Church and Blgs)
and line item 425 (Maintenance-Parsonage). Ronald Kollman second. Motion carried.
Randy Orr met with Pastor Love and Kim regarding mold in the parsonage. Need to get someone to check on this.
Bonnie Rajala mentioned that Kerry Bell had a lot of information and suggested he be included in the information
gathering on how to proceed.
Prarieview Report: Betty Thompsen pr esented r epor t.
Nursing Home week with entertainment by the “Little People” who did a 50-60’s program that was really appreciated
by the residents. Pie and ice cream followed.
June 14th Calvary will be doing Bingo at Prairieview.
Scholarship Committee: Wayne J anssen stated no r epor t.
Van Committee: No r epor t
James Good Charitable Trust Committee: Wayne J anssen gave r epor t.
Wayne did indicate there had been a request (on behalf of Bill and Kathy Long) but it was too large for the James
Good trust.
There will be a benefit for them in September (Meal and silent auction items). More information to come.
Archiving Committee: Diane Natschke gave r epor t
On Saturday, June 3rd, approximately 25 volunteers helped clean out the attic over the educational wing. All boxes
were brought down as well as items to be disposed of. Doug Dirks will be taking those items to recycle and donating
the money back to the preschool. Thank you to all who helped.
On Wednesday, June 14th, at 6:30pm we will meet in the basement to begin sorting through the boxes. Any and all
help will be appreciated. The committee has guidelines to share with anyone who is helping. When the sorting is
completed, the Archiving Committee will meet to come up with options depending on what items are in the boxes.
Diane asked that no one go through the boxes but the archiving committee and helpers. Once sorted, some items will
be offered to the congregation. Please watch for updates in newsletter and bulletins. If you have taken anything to
look at from the boxes please return it so the committee can catalog everything. Thank you.
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Election of Nominating Committee (3) for 2018.
The committee will find 1 candidate for each open position and publish a list of the nominees in bulletin 2 weeks
before September 12th Voters’ Assembly for election at the December 12th Voters’Assembly.
The following were elected to be the nominating committee: Wayne Janssen, Susie Boomgarden, Denney Smith.
Pastor's Report: Pastor Love gave r epor t
Thank you to the archiving committee and Prairieview volunteers.
There will be a wedding on July 15th.
Anyone who can help clean up after VBS is finished would be greatly appreciated since the wedding is on that
following Saturday.
Please be thinking about a Drivers Program. There is a need for people to be driven to MD appointments or cancer
treatments. Would take about 4 hours. More information to come.
Keep Nicole Wittmann in our prayers. She has a goal of $17,700 for the trip she will be going on for a year to several
different countries.
President's Report: Pr esident Denney Smith gave r epor t.
Gift fund list from Ben Light will be reviewed and updated by a review committee. Haley Anderson and Russell Rudd
have volunteered and one or two more members will be appointed.
Due to VBS the regular council meeting date will be moved to July 18th at 7:00 pm.
There was discussion about the Mission amount given to the Synod and if this should be looked at.
Old Business: None
New Business:
Margo Legan informed us that her mother had gone through the training to be a handler for Mahlah the comfort dog.
There are 40-50 commands Mahlah knows. If we know of a person who might need Mahlah let Margo know and she
could contact her mother to arrange it.
James Bruns moved adjournment and Kerry Bell seconded. The motion carried. The meeting adjourned with the
members praying the Lord's Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Linda Thompsen, Recording Secretary

