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Thy boundless strength 
When I am weak, 
Thy love and saving 
grace! 
 
I only ask, loose not my 
hand, 
Grip fast my soul, and 
be 
My Guiding Light upon 
the path 
Till, blind no more, I 
see! 
Amen!” 
(Martha Snell Nicholson) 

 
(continued on page 5) 

May God Grant You a 
Happy New Year! 

 
As your Pastor, I invite 
you to pray this prayer 
with me: 
 
“Dear Lord, 
As this new year is 
born, 
I give it to Thy hand, 
Content to walk by faith 
What paths I cannot 
understand. 
 
Whatever coming days 
may bring 

Of bitter loss, or gain, 
Or every crown of 
happiness 
Should sorrow come, or 
pain. 
 
Or, Lord, 
If all unknown to me 
Thine angel hovers 
near 
To bear me to that 
farther shore 
Before another year. 
 
It matters not—my hand 
in Thine, 
Thy light upon my face, 

A PRAYER FOR THE YEAR AHEAD 
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Hall .................. 815-432-3535 
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calvarywatseka@gmail.com 
 

See the newsletter in 
full, glorious color! At 
calvarywatseka.com 

JAN 2017 NEWSLETTER 

Information for the 2016 Annual Report will be due on 
January 15, 2017!!!  Please drop your report off at the church 

office OR email it to calvarywatseka@gmail.com 
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Jan 1st – 
sponsored by 
Calvary  "Right on 
Time, Just When 
We Need His 
Grace" - Rev. Dr. 
Gregory Seltz.  
(Galatians 4:4-7).  
It's the right time to 
repent, turn to 
God, ask for His 
help, and trust in 
the risen Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Jan 8th – 
sponsored by 
Calvary  "God's 
Real Promise of 
Righteousness 
and Justice" - Rev. 
Dr. Gregory Seltz.  
(Isaiah 42:1-9).  
Jesus brings us 
righteousness and 
justice to restore 
bruised reeds and 
reignite faintly 
burning wicks. 
 
 

Jan 15th – 
sponsored by 
Calvary  "Looking 
For God? Look to 
the Lamb" - Rev. 
Dr. Gregory Seltz.  
(John 1:29-42).  
Jesus' love, 
suffering, sacrifice, 
and triumph are all 
expressed in that 
most precious of 
titles: the Lamb of 
God. 
 
Jan 22nd – 
sponsored by 
Calvary  "The 
Word of the Cross 
- Power for Life" - 
Rev. Dr. Gregory 
Seltz.  (1 
Corinthians 1:10-
18).  To the world, 
Jesus seemed to 
be a loser. He 
suffered what all 
would consider 
defeat in order to 
win new life for 
you. 

Jan 29th – 
sponsored by 
Calvary  "Our 
Foolishness, His 
Faithfulness" - 
Rev. Dr. Ken 
Klaus.  (1 
Corinthians 1:18-
31).  Many 
consider Christ's 
cross to be just so 
much foolishness. 
That is the worst 
foolishness of all. 

 
Tune into The 

Lutheran Hour on 
WGFA-FM 94.1 

each Sunday at 8 
AM. 

Amy Norder 01/01 

Emily Kollmann 01/02 

Amy Schroeder 01/02 

Cheryl Suchoski 01/02 

Peggy Lah 01/03 

Ron Purcell 01/03 

Aimee Hughes  (40!) 01/04 

Barbra Natschke 01/05 

Canaan Curtis 01/06 

Kathryn Norrick 01/06 

Joy Norder 01/08 

Kyle Schaumburg 01/08 

Drew Foreman 01/10 

Gale Landrey 01/10 

Kathleen McKinney 01/11 

Tate Parsons 01/12 

Clay Dorsey 01/14 

Allie Hoy 01/16 

Roger Rabe  (82!) 01/16 

Kaleb Ehmen 01/17 

Kaela Nourie 01/18 

Carol Strosinski  (81!) 01/21 

Beth Warren 01/21 

Tia Hoy 01/22 

Erika Martin 01/22 

Bob Landrey 01/23 

Damen Whittington 01/23 

Erik First 01/24 

Mini Kessinger  (89!) 01/26 

Christine Loucks 01/26 

Catherine Long 01/27 

Greg Behrens 01/28 

Steven Eckert 01/28 

Linda Thompsen 01/28 

Lori Duden 01/30 

January Birthdays 

Randie & Tammy Orr  (40 years!) 01/15/1977 

Dean & Patricia Cluver (55 years!) 01/27/1962 

Walmar & Martha Cluver (71 years!) 01/28/1946 

Cletus & Anita Koester (63 years!) 01/30/1954 

January Anniversaries 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
          What an exciting month December was as always! It is just 
such an exciting time of year and we are blessed to share the news 
of our Savior’s birth with these young lives! Although this year, 
things did not go as planned! We had two “ice days” the week of our 
Christmas Parties. We were able to reschedule class on the 
Wednesday before Christmas for our Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
students, but the kids who come on Tuesday/Thursday will have to 
celebrate when they get back from Christmas Break.  

We had our Christmas Party and invited the parents and 
families to come in! It was a blast and full of energy! We played 
musical chairs to exchange the books each child brought for the 
gift exchange! We took a class picture and sang songs about Jesus’ 
birth! We also had a special snack and drinks to finish off the class 
period! Each class was also provided a craft we did leading up to 
their party.  

We just completed an action team for preschool which we 
titled Happy Birthday, Jesus! We gave the kids a nice book about 
the birth of Jesus, a wooden nativity, a prayer rock, a baby Jesus 
figurine to play with and a few other items to help them go home 
and share the true meaning of Christmas! Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow.  
          Dearest Church Members, I just want you to know how truly 
blessed we are to have this preschool as part of our congregation. I 
know I have said it before but I sit here with tears in my eyes 
overjoyed by the thank you’s, sincere messages and acts of 
kindness I have heard about or received the past few days about 
OUR church and preschool. Preschool families have been blessed by 
our congregation in so many ways and we have so many families who 
are truly grateful we continue to provide the preschool for our 
community. Thank you for supporting us and caring about these 
precious kids!  
          Also, Sunday, January 8, is our first preschool Sunday with 
refreshments following! Hope to see you there! We hope you have a 
Blessed, Happy New Year. Please continue to pray for us as we 
reach out to these young children and their families!  

 Serving Christ, the Newborn King,  
Margo and Julie 
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(A Prayer for the Year Ahead - 
continued from page 1) 

 
Another New Year - another 
chance at life; another chance 
to make a difference; another 
chance to experience 
something that you have never 
done before. A New Year is a 
new opportunity to discover, to 
explore, to grow, to mend, to 
improve, to look forward to new 
possibilities. 
 
God has given you another 
New Year. What will you do 
with it? How will you use it? The 
sins of last year have been 
wiped away by the powerful 
love and blood of Jesus Christ. 
You are a forgiven child of God. 
In God’s eternal judgment, it 

time and time again how older 
members come to faith, plans 
succeed, concerns are 
overcome. 
 
No matter who you are, you 
have this in common with 
everyone else: This New Year, 
there will be new chances and 
new challenges. Therefore, 
always put Christ first in this 
New Year. Make sure that the 
person you stay closest to is 
Christ. 
 
May God grant each of you and 
the precious family of Calvary a 
Happy New Year! 
 

Pastor Love  

makes no difference what has 
happened or how many times it 
has occurred. The New Year is 
a fresh start. John R. Rice 
writes: “No matter what a man’s 
past may have been, his future 
is spotless.” What will you do 
with this New Year— this new 
chance at life that God has 
given you? If you are young or if 
you are old, how are you going 
to use it? 
 
No matter what your age or 
condition in life, this is a New 
Year for you to mold and use. It 
is common for some older 
Christians to feel that, since 
there is far more road behind 
them than lies in front of them, 
they can do little with their lives. 
However, I have experienced 

There will be no regularly 
scheduled LWML meeting 

in January.   

LWML will have a sewing/cutting/work 
day on Saturday January 14th starting at 
9:30am. A Thrivent Action Team grant 
has been received which will be used to 
assemble Baby Care Kits, School kits 
and Sewing kits for Lutheran World 

Relief.  Even if you do not sew, we will have plenty of things 
that you can work on!  Come for as long as you would like.  
Please bring something to share for lunch if you can stay.  
For more information, please call Gretchen (432-2901). 

In January the 
ladies of LWML 
will be putting 
together 
"Blessing 
Bags" (care 
packages) for 
the homeless. 

These packages can be left in your car 
and when you come across a person in 
need it will be readily available. The 
bags will consist of various things such 
as wet wipes, chapstick, protein bar, 
toothbrush/toothpaste, soap, Portals of 
Prayer and other items.  If you would 
like to donate items or would like to 
have a bag for your car  please contact 
Trudy Bell 815-383-3174 by January 
8th. Thank you! 
Isaiah 58:10 

NEW BIBLE STUDY SERIES 

As we Celebrate the 500th year 
of the Reformation we will be 
taking a fresh and in-depth look 
at the Book of Romans during 
our Sunday morning Bible 
Class starting January 15th. 
Romans really empowered the 
Reformation. Please sign-up for 
the class in the hall by the 
church office so we can have 
enough Study Guides. 
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Calvary Lutheran Church  Fourth Quarter Voters’ Assembly Decmber 13, 2016 7:00 PM 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Denney Smith. Our requirement for a Voters’ assembly is 20 members.  
We had 33 members attending. Pastor Love offered an opening devotion and prayer. 
 

Call for New Voting Members:  Ruth Vicari made motion to accept Robert and Janice Lubben as members of the 
voters’ assembly.  Second by Richard Boomgarden.  Motion carried. Wayne Janssen made motion to accept Haley 
Anderson as member of the voters’ assembly.  Second by Dean Cluver. Motion carried. 
 

The minutes of the November 8th, 2016, were accepted as published with the following corrections:  Board of 
Education Report corrected to read:  Singing Sunday December 4th instead of the fourth Sunday, November 27th.  
Correction of Pastors report was to change the word “is” into “will be” in the sentence “Saturday and Sunday Bible 
study will be going through the Book of Romans.” 
 

Financial Secretary: James Bruns presented the report which showed receipts of $24,286.13 for the month of 
November and receipts for the year of $358,094.04. 
 

Treasurer's Report: Sandy Williams presented her report. The General Fund balance is $49,612.91. The complete 
financial reports are included with the minutes kept by the recording secretary. Sandy also indicated there were 
Thrivent Choice dollars in the amount of $1149.00 which were received. Check sent in July to Pregnancy Choices 
had not been cashed until recently.  There had been an allocation of $2000 for this but there are questions about if 
program will continue.  Kerry Bell made a motion that we withhold payment of the last $500.00 until we get a report 
with clarification of program operations and financial oversight.  Second by James Bruns.  Motion carried.  Will invite 
Pregnancy Choice staff person to discuss information with Church Council. 
 

Board of Elders' Report: Russell Rudd presented the report. Official Acts of 4th Quarter: Funerals: Martha Koester, 
Sue Pfingsten, Fran Peters, Elsie Reder (no funeral) Fred Mueller (no funeral). Members received by Profession of 
Faith: Kyle and Tina Schaumburg Transfers in from other LCMS: Dan &Ellen Cluver from St. Paul’s, Woodworth 
Transfers out to other LCMS: None Motion made by Russell Rudd to accept the Official Acts for 4th quarter.  Second 
by Richard Boomgarden. Motion carried.  LCMS Constitutional Amendments were then briefly reviewed. Each of the 
3 amendments has to be voted on by each congregation and submitted. Motion to accept Constitutional Amendment 
A as proposed by Russell Rudd, second by Lowell Cluver.  Motion carried Motion to accept Constitutional 
Amendment B as proposed by Kerry Bell, second by Wayne Janssen.  Motion carried. Motion to accept 
Constitutional Amendment C as proposed by Ruth Vicari, second by Ronald Thompsen. Motion carried 
 

Board of Evangelism: Bonnie Rajala presented the report Please take time to see the Calvary tree at the Christmas 
Tree Lane at the old courthouse. Thank you to Julie Ahlden’s preschool class for making the paper chain and to 
Marlene and Jerry Purdin for decorating the tree. 33 boxes were donated from our church for the Samaritan’s Purse 
Operation Christmas child project.  Thank you to everyone who participated. Special thanks to Kim Love, for doing an 
Action Team to make several of the Children’s Christmas boxes.  Evangelism board is planning on helping with 
Preschool Sunday in January. Ruth Bannister sent 2 afghans to Fort Wayne Seminary for families in need.  Thank 
you Ruth. 
 

Board of Christian Education: Tammy Orr gave report. Invitation to come Wednesday, December 21st at 7:00 pm 
to the Children’s program. Nicole Wittmann added that the children raised $87.00 with the Pennies War.  3rd and 4th 
grades collected the most.  Money was donated to the Food Pantry. 
 

Preschool Board: Margo Legan presented report. The action teams have been completed.  Gifts to shut-ins have 
been delivered.  Six students in one of the Enrichment Classes delivered them to church members at IMHRH and 
sang them songs. The other Enrichment Class walked and delivered a gift to Minnie and Leonard Kessinger and 
sang to them. Thank you to the Ladies Guild for helping us deliver some of the other packages. Very much 
appreciated.  Thank you to Nicole Wittmann for transporting.  The Happy Birthday, Jesus Action Team is almost 
completed. A preschool mom helped to assemble gifts to preschool families to help spread the true meaning of 
Christmas and share our Savior’s birth.  Thank you to Onnie Hilgendorf for the many items he donates for preschool, 
especially the wooden nativity which will be included with each gift. Also, thank you to the LWML for contributing 
prayer rocks. A book, Jesus Is Born will be included to be read with their family. Preschool Sunday was moved to 
January 8th!  We will have cookies and refreshments after in the church basement. Please join us to welcome 
families. Thank you to the preschool board for donating cookies and for the evangelism helping with drinks and 
greetings. A sincere thank you to the family of Sue Pfingsten for the memorial money we received in her memory. 
We are grateful that you chose Calvary Preschool as recipients in her memorials. It was truly appreciated 
 

Board of Youth: Nicole Wittmann presented report. The circuit Lock-in was November 11th in Washington, Illinois, 
with 400+   middle school youth. 3 youth attended from Calvary. Ice skating was November 20th with 15-20 youth 
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attending. Christmas caroling is Sunday, December 18th. Pizza will be served after Sunday School. We will then 
leave at noon and return around 2-2:30 for cocoa and cookies. 
 

DCE Report: Nicole Wittmann presented report. Nicole will be attending the National DCE conference, January 4-6 
and will be out of the office until January 10th. The CED 5th and 6th grade classes will be helping at the Food Pantry, 
December 14th.  Our middle school and high school youth mission trip will be July 30-August 4th.  We will be returning 
to Keweenee Base camp in Houghton, Michigan. Please keep the planning in your prayers. Plans are being made for 
a parent ministry group to be formed and bible study breakout sessions. If you have any ideas for this please share 
them.  A huge thank you to each and every one for your continued support of our youth and the DCE ministries here 
at Calvary 
 

Board of Property: Mike Kennedy presented report. Had paper towel dispenser issues.  Considering the purchase 
of one new one to see how it works. Need to spray church for insects/spiders.   Pastor Love noted the work in the 
kitchen was done nicely. 
 

Prarieview Report: Betty Thompsen presented report. Plans are underway for the annual Christmas Party for the 
residents. We will be playing Bingo December 14and delivering the Ladies Guild flowers to seven residents from 
Calvary Lutheran. 
 

Scholarship Committee: No Report 
Van Committee: No Report 
 

James Good Charitable Trust: Wayne Janssen reported $317 had been received in interest. There have been no 
requests for aid. 
 

Election of 2017 Officers: The 2017 nominating committee: Trudy Bell, Richard Boomgarden and James Bruns 
proposed the following nominees: President: Denney Smith (3year term) Board of Elders: Robert Lubben (4year 
term) Board of Property: Wayne Janssen (2 year term) Board of Christian Education: Dean Cluver (2 year term) 
Board of Evangelism: Susie Boomgarden (2 year term) Board of Youth: Jill Kollman (2 year term) Preschool Board: 
Haley Anderson (3 year term) Russell Rudd made a motion to accept the nominees for the 2017, second by Richard 
Boomgarden.  Motion carried. Note: Treasurer: Haley Anderson will assume the treasurers duties in January 2017, 
due to Sandy Williams retiring. This is an employed position and not elected.  Installation of new and current officers 
will be in January.  Notice will be in the bulletin. 
 

Archiving Project Committee:  Diane Natschke presented. Diane had an attachment with scope, initial steps, 
document types, archival methods, retrieval methods for information.  This is still a work-in progress. FYI if people 
have church history documents, pictures, Catherine Williams has compiled information and these items could be 
given to her. Ruth Vicari made a motion to accept the Archiving Project and $1000 for expenses.  Second by Russell 
Rudd.  Motion carried 
 

Approval of 2017 Budget, Explanations, Schedule of Worship Services and Special Offerings: Kerry Bell made 
a motion that line item 130, Pro-life organizations be changed to $1000.00 and appropriations to be determined by 
Church Council.  Second by Ronald Thompsen. Motion carried. Russell Rudd made a motion to take the other $1000 
from line item 130 and move it to Lutheran Church Charities (part of line item 110).  Second by Bonnie Rajala. Motion 
carried Rick Elliott made motion that line item 135 (Christ Lutheran High School) be given $1200, same amount as 
last year.  Second by Ruth Vicari.  Motion carried. The 2017 budget for $314, 356.00 was accepted. 
 

Pastor's Report: Pastor Love gave report. He is conducting a new members class. It has 3 people in it and 2 of 
these are from our preschool. Reminder when new families/members come in please welcome them. Another new 
member’s class will be starting. Confirmation class is going great. Thank you to our CEC teachers.  As part of our 
outreach please ask people to come to our Christmas Eve service. Pastor asked that we be thinking about the 
Lutheran Church Charities Comfort Dog project. He would like us to get a comfort dog for Calvary. It would cost 
about $15,000 plus the ongoing expenses. It is an excellent outreach to the community.  The Milford Lutheran 
Church will be doing this.  Please keep our shut-ins in your prayers and Denny Rosenberger. 
 

President's Report: None 
Old Business: None  
New Business: None 
 

Russell Rudd moved for adjournment and Richard Boomgarden seconded. The motion carried. The meeting 
adjourned with the members praying the Lord's Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Thompsen, Recording Secretary  


