
 

1 

Ins ide  th i s  
i s sue . . .  

 Words from Pastor 
Uphoff 

 January  birthdays and 
anniversaries 

 Sunday School, CEC, 
Adult Bible class resume 
dates 

 Epiphany on January 6! 

 Christmas wishes and 
thank you’s from our 
church family 

 Preschool News 

 December Voters’ 
Assembly Minutes 

 2021 Schedule of 

Special Services 

JANUARY 2021 NEWSLETTER 
Calvary Ev. Lutheran 
Church and Preschool 

120 E. Hickory St. 
Watseka, IL 60970 

Regular Office Hours 
Mon — Fri  8 AM — 3 PM 

 

STAFF: 
Rev. Aaron Uphoff ....... Pastor 
Julie Ahlden ........... Preschool 
 Director 
Tina Pardy ............. Preschool 
 Teacher 
Haley Anderson ....... Treasurer 
Benjamin Light ............. Office 
 Manager 
 

Office ............... 815-432-4136 
Preschool ......... 815-432-4137 
Fax .................. 815-432-3535 

 
 

calvarywatseka@gmail.com 
 

See the newsletter in 

full, glorious color! At 

calvarywatseka.com 

Lutheran Worship Services  

Compared with other Protestant Christians, one of the 
most remarkable things about the Lutheran Church is our 
worship service.  For the most part, Protestants have what might be called a relaxed or 
informal service.  Many even go so far as to make it casual.  But when someone goes to 
a Lutheran service, the opposite seems to be true.  There is a solemn reverence that 
characterizes our corporate worship of God — and for good reason.   

When the Reformation brought changes to the Christian church, many things were 
eliminated from church services.  Some went so far as to get rid of all statues, paintings, 
and stained glass windows, lest people treat them as idols (2 Kings 18:4).  Others 
jettisoned the liturgy altogether, reducing the service to Bible readings, Psalms, a 
sermon, and prayers.  But Lutherans went only so far in our reforms.  If something 
conflicted with the Bible, we got rid of it.  But it didn’t, we kept it.  To us, there was no 
sense throwing the baby out with the bath water.  

But the form of our worship service isn’t just historical tradition, as in, “this is what 
we’ve always done.”  There’s a good theological rhyme and reason for why we do what 
we do, too.   

In the first place, Lutherans place a heavy emphasis on God’s Word, the Bible.  It is 
prominent in our services because of its role in creating and sustaining faith (Romans 
10:17; John 20:31; Isaiah 55:11) and as an essential guide for our lives as Christians (2 
Timothy 3:16-17).  For these reasons, we have several readings from the Bible in each 
service, and we also have a sermon to expound on one or more of those readings, 
applying their message to our lives.  While this isn’t extraordinary for us among other 
Protestants, it is still worth noting, due to its central location in Lutheran worship.   

The differences between Protestant worship services become more apparent when 
considering the purpose of the Sacraments, namely, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  Are 
the Sacraments something we do for God or something God does for us?  For the most 
part, other Protestants say they’re something we do for God as a sign of obedience.  
Lutherans, however, hold the latter position.  Though we should be obedient in keeping 
them as the Lord instituted, finally, their purpose isn’t for us to show compliance to God, 
but it’s that they are means of grace.  In short, God gave us the sacraments to brings us 
forgiveness, life, and salvation.  

Our Lord Jesus won salvation for us on the cross, but he didn’t deliver it to us there.  
Our sins were paid for and our atonement was made on Calvary, but that “hill far away” 
is not where we find that forgiveness today.  If we want what the Son of God did for us 
on Good Friday, we need to go to the place where he said we could find it: Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper.   

 

(article continues on page 4) 
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Ladies Guild will meet Tuesday, January 12th at 

1:00 PM in the south part of the basement.  Carole 

Wellborn will be our hostess.  All ladies of the 

congregation are invited to attend! 

Sunday sermons are now available 
in podcast form – just search for 

“Calvary Lutheran Watseka” 
wherever you get your podcasts.  

Sermon podcasts will also be posted 
on our Facebook page and the church website. 

January Birthdays! 
Amy Norder 01/01 

Amy Schroeder (50!) 01/02 

Cheryl Suchoski 01/02 

Emily Zabel (30!) 01/02 

Peggy Lah 01/03 

Ron Purcell 01/03 

Canaan Curtis 01/06 

Kathryn Norrick 01/06 

Joy Norder 01/08 

Kyle Schaumburg 01/08 

Drew Foreman 01/10 

Gale Landrey 01/10 

Grace Carlson 01/11 

Kathleen McKinney 01/11 

Tate Parsons 01/12 

Linda Thompsen 01/13 

Clay Dorsey 01/14 

Allie Hoy 01/16 

Roger Rabe (86!) 01/16 

Kaleb Ehmen 01/17 

Jennifer Claxton 01/18 

Kaela Nourie (30!) 01/18 

Beth Warren 01/21 

Tia Hoy 01/22 

Bob Landrey 01/23 

Damen Whittington 01/23 

Erik First 01/24 

Mini Kessinger (93!) 01/26 

Christine Loucks (40!) 01/26 

Catherine Long 01/27 

Greg Behrens 01/28 

Steven Eckert 01/28 

Lori Duden 01/30 

January Anniversaries! 
Erik & Emily Shay 01/08/2000 

Randie & Tammy Orr 01/15/1977 

Dean & Patricia Cluver (59 years!) 01/27/1962 

Walmar & Martha Cluver (75 years!) 01/28/1946 

Impor tant  Dates:  

CEC & Confirmation classes will resume on 

Wednesday, January 6
th 

The Women’s Bible class will resume on 

Thursday, January 7th. 

Sunday School will resume on Sunday, January 

10
th 

Adult Bible Class will also resume on Sunday. 

January 10th 

Join us Wednesday, January 6th at 6 PM to celebrate the 
Epiphany of Our Lord! 
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Thanks to everyone who sent Christmas cards and 
gave gifts to our family.  The generosity of the 
members of Calvary is overwhelming and we’re 
are deeply grateful!  Also, we’ve greatly enjoyed 
our time here the last three months getting to know 
everyone.  God bless and keep you as you 
celebrate the New Year! 

Sincerely, 
Pastor Uphoff, Allison, Nathan, and Ruth  

Merry Christmas! 
We wanted to wish you all warm, happy, healthy 
holidays as we, once again, prepare our hearts for 
Christ's coming.   

Though it may have been several months, we are 
still grateful for the help we received from Calvary 
when Mom had to move.  Special thanks, in 
particular, to those gentlemen who showed up with 
trucks, and their wives who made phone calls and 
packed meals.   

Mom has been transferred to the Memory Care 
wing of Tower Hill Healthcare Center.  Here is her 
address: 

 
Tower Hill Healthcare Center 
759 Kane Street 
South Elgin, IL 60177 
 

Much gratitude for our Calvary family, 
The Vicaris, Ruth, Mark, and Matthew 

Thank you to the ladies guild for the beautiful 
flower arrangements you gave to me as part of the 
shut-in outreach. 

God bless you! - Marian Cluver 

Members of Calvary, 
Bob & I would like to thank our church family for all 
the prayers, phone calls, and cards during my 
recent fall and illness.  A big thank you to Pastor 
Uphoff for his visits.  We are truly blessed to have 
you.  We hope to be back with you soon. 
God is good! 

Friends in Christ, 
Bob & Carole Wellborn 

Thank you kindly for the Christmas cards, and thank 
you to the Ladies’ Guild for the lovely flowers. 

Merry Christmas! 
Arleen Bohlmann 

Many continued blessings to the members of 
Calvary.  Take good care of your new Pastor and 
family! 

Merry Christmas! 
Rev./Em. Dennis & Marsha Fitzpatrick  

Thank you to everyone for the cards and generous 
gifts this Christmas.  Thank you also for your 
kindness and support throughout the year as my 
father dealt with his health issues. 

Believe it or not, we have been laboring together in 

Christ for FIVE years now—amazing!  “
 3

I thank my 
God in all my remembrance of you, 

4
always 

offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you 
all, 

5
in view of your participation in the gospel from 

the first day until now.”  Philippians 1:3-5    I am 

truly blessed beyond measure. 

In Christian Love and Gratitude, 
Merry Christmas! -Ben Light 

Thank you’s  and Chris tmas wishes f rom our 
local  and ex tended church fami ly  
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Preschool News! Hello, 

It’s hard to believe that it is a new year.  We were very excited to end our year with 

classroom Christmas parties and chapel.  It was nice having guests join us for chapel 

again.  I’m not sure who was more excited, the students or the guests?!?!  

Thank you to all of our preschool prayer partners that brought cards to the children.  We’ve 

heard positive feedback from our families.  Never underestimate how a simple card can 

encourage a child or their family! 

We also thank our church elders for putting together Christmas goodie bags for the kids and for their great 

help in sanitizing the sanctuary between chapel services.  The kids always enjoy getting gifts, and Tina and 

I greatly appreciated not having to sanitize things ourselves. 

As we start the second half of the preschool year, it’s amazing to see the physical and academic growth 

that each child has shown!  Please be in continual prayer for our preschool students, that the word of Jesus 

Christ would sink into their hearts and be a comfort to them for the rest of their lives!  “For our heart is glad 

in him, because we trust in his holy name.” Psalm 33:21 

May God’s peace bring you comfort as you start the New Year! 

(“From the Pastor” - Lutheran Worship Services - continued from page 1) 
 

In Baptism God puts His Name on us (Matthew 28:19), forgives our sins (Acts 2:38), buries us with Christ 
(Romans 6:4), washes us to be reborn (Titus 3:5), clothes us with Christ (Galatians 3:27), and, indeed, saves us (1 
Peter 3:21).  The Bible is quite clear on the matter: coupled with faith in God’s Word (Mark 16:16), Baptism brings us 
the saving work of Jesus.  So, for this reason, a worship service that either contains a Baptism or the renewal of 
baptismal repentance through Confession and Absolution ought to reflect the solemnity of the occasion: God is here, 
right now, forgiving sins.   

The same is true for the Lord’s Supper.  Though Jesus said “do this in remembrance of me,” he didn’t mean that it 
was only a meal of remembrance.  Many Protestants overemphasize this part of his Words on Holy Thursday at the 
cost of holding up the first part: “take, eat: this is my body, this is my blood, given and shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 26:26-28; ).  When Jesus instituted Holy Communion, he made it not just a meal of 
remembering something in the past, but an actual place where Christians could come and eat and drink his true body 
and blood for forgiveness.  This is why altars are so prominently featured in Lutheran churches.  There, on the 
weekends we celebrate it, Jesus comes to us in his very body and blood to forgive us.  So, for this reason, like 
Baptism, our Lutheran worship services reflects the importance of whats happening.   

In summary, Lutheran worship isn’t merely celebrating something that took place long ago — rather, it’s 
delivering the benefits of that event to real people in real time.  On Sunday morning (or Saturday night), the salvation 
of God is given and renewed for actual people in the place where we are gathered.  With this understanding, then, it 
can easily be seen why our worship services are marked by reverence.  In our corporate worship God is coming to us 
through His Word and Sacraments, bringing His holy, eternal gifts.  For this very good reason, when we worship 
together, we act accordingly. 

Pastor Uphoff 

Serving My 

Savior, 

Julie Ahlden 
 

 3 yr old 

class 
 

4/5 yr old 

class  
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2021 Worship Services and Special Offerings 
Holy Communion will be held on the first & third weekends of each month 

 Unless otherwise noted, ALL 2021 evening services will be held at 6:00 PM  
 

Services 2021 Time Special Door Offering? 

        

Saturday Services Saturdays 6:00 PM   

Sunday Services Sundays 9:00 AM   

        

The Epiphany of Our Lord w/ communion Wed, Jan 6 6:00 PM   

Sanctity of Human Life / Officer Installation Jan 9-10 6pm/9am New Hope Lutherans for Life 

Ash Wednesday w/ communion Wed, Feb 17 6:00 PM Lutheran Hour National 

Midweek Lenten Services Feb 24 - Mar 24 6:00 PM   

Maundy Thursday w/ communion Thu, Apr 1 6:00 PM   

Good Friday Tenebrae Fri, Apr 2 6:00 PM   

Easter Vigil w/ communion Sat, Apr 3 6:00 PM   

Easter Sunrise w/ communion Sun, Apr 4 7:00 AM   

Easter Sunday Worship w/ communion Sun, Apr 4 9:00 AM   

Confirmation Sunday w/ communion June 27 9:00 AM   

Ascension Day Thu, May 13 6:00 PM   

Mother's Day May 8-9 6pm/9am   

Memorial Day May 29-30 6pm/9am Lutheran Military Veterans 

Father's Day June 19-20 6pm/9am   

Patriotic Services July 3-4 6pm/9am   

Prairieview Christmas Gifts Sept 11-12 6pm/9am Prairieview Christmas 

Mission Festival Sept 18-19 6pm/9am Seminary Food Banks (inc. loose) 

LWML Weekend Oct 2-3 6pm/9am LWML Designation 

Military Bible Sticks Nov 13-14 6pm/9am Military Bible MP3 Sticks 

Thanksgiving Eve Wed, Nov 24 6:00 PM   

Children's Christmas Program TBD     

Christmas Eve Candlelight Fri, Dec 24 6:00 PM   

Christmas Day w/ communion Sat, Dec 25 9:00 AM   


