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Christ. 
The first Sunday af-

ter the Epiphany takes 
us to the waters of the 
Jordan. There John 
baptized Jesus, who 
n u m b e r s  H i m s e l f 
among sinners.  The 
bright dove, the Holy 
Spirit, points out Christ 
in the water. Outreach 
to the world and into the 
Church points to the 
same water.  By faith in 
Christ, given by the Ho-
ly Spirit, through the 
church’s and your 
(missions) outreach.  

The remaining Sun-
days of Epiphany focus 
on the ministry of Je-
sus.  He is the light of 
the world. He preaches. 
He prays. He heals 
those afflicted by Satan. 
In other words, He does 
mission work.  The 
Church does also. Je-
sus also calls us the 
light of the world. The 
mission of the Church is 
like Jesus’ ministry: 
long and patient. 

The Church’s mis-
sion  

 
(continued on page 4) 

Do not miss the sea-
son of Epiphany!  The 
Epiphany of our Lord 
is the wonderful litur-
gical festival observed 
on January 6.  It is the 
oldest of the Christmas 
festivals and original-
ly the most important 
that celebrates the 
many ways through 
signs, miracles, and 
preaching that Jesus 
revealed Himself to 
the world as Christ.  

The word ‘epiphany’ 
is a Greek word mean-
ing ‘to reveal.’ In a con-
versation today we 
might say, “I’ve had an 
epiphany,” meaning, 
“I’ve had a sudden in-
sight or revelation.” The 
season of Epiphany re-
veals Jesus as the Light 
of the World and as true 
God, The themes of 
light and revelation to 
the nations are domi-
nant during the season 
of Epiphany. 

The readings during 
the Epiphany season 
carry forward the em-
phasis in the readings 
for Christmas—Jesus 
reveals himself to us as 

God and Savior. At the 
same time, the readings 
present us with a real 
confusing problem or 
question. Jesus hides 
the manifestations of 
his deity, so that his glo-
ry remains a secret and 
a mystery, even while 
he is revealing it. He 
shows his hidden glory 
to those he calls. In 
Christmas and Epipha-
ny, our attention is on 
getting to know Jesus—
whom he is and how he 
works. 

Epiphany is the sea-
son of light but 
squeezed in between 
Christmas and Lent. 
The message of this 
season ought to shine 
brightly for it teaches an 
important topic: the mis-
sion of the church.  It 
progresses from bright 
star guiding the Magi to 
the shining dove at the 
Baptism of Jesus to the 
glory of the Transfigura-
tion. The structure of 
the season proclaims 
the mission of God’s 
people, to call sinners 
to communion with the 
life-giving flesh of 

WHY  THE  EPIPHANY  IS  SO  IMPORTANT  

A  LUTHERAN  PERSPECTIVE 

JANUARY 2019 NEWSLETTER 
Calvary Ev. Lutheran 
Church and Preschool 

120 E. Hickory St. 
Watseka, IL 60970 

Regular Office Hours 
Mon — Fri  8 AM — 3 PM 

 

STAFF: 
Rev. G. Robert ......... Vacancy  
Heimgartner Pastor 
Margo Legan .......... Preschool 
 Director 
Julie Ahlden ........... Preschool 
 Teacher 
Benjamin Light ............. Office 
 Manager 
 

Office ............... 815-432-4136 
Preschool ......... 815-432-4137 
Fax .................. 815-432-3535 
Pastor’s Cell..... 618-614-2902 

 

calvarywatseka@gmail.com 
 

See the newsletter in 
full, glorious color! At 
calvarywatseka.com 



 

2 

Amy Norder 01/01 

Amy Schroeder 01/02 

Cheryl Suchoski 01/02 

Emily Zabel 01/02 

Peggy Lah 01/03 

Ron Purcell 01/03 

Julie Heimgartner 01/04 

Pastor Robert Heimgartner 01/05 

Canaan Curtis 01/06 

Kathryn Norrick 01/06 

Joy Norder (40!) 01/08 

Kyle Schaumburg 01/08 

Drew Foreman 01/10 

Gale Landrey 01/10 

Norman Absher 01/11 

Grace Carlson (1!) 01/11 

Kathleen McKinney 01/11 

Tate Parsons 01/12 

Linda Thompsen 01/13 

Clay Dorsey 01/14 

Allie Hoy 01/16 

Roger Rabe (84!) 01/16 

Kaleb Ehmen 01/17 

Jennifer Claxton (40!) 01/18 

Kaela Nourie 01/18 

Carol Strosinski (83!) 01/21 

Beth Warren (60!) 01/21 

Tia Hoy 01/22 

Bob Landrey 01/23 

Damen Whittington 01/23 

Erik First 01/24 

Mini Kessinger (91!) 01/26 

Christine Loucks 01/26 

Catherine Long 01/27 

Greg Behrens 01/28 

Steven Eckert (50!) 01/28 

Lori Duden (50!) 01/30 

January Birthdays! 
Randie & Tammy Orr 01/15/1977 

Dean & Pat Cluver (57 years!) 01/27/1962 

Walmar & Martha Cluver (73 years!) 01/28/1946 

Cletus & Anita Koester (65 years!) 01/30/1954 

January Anniversaries! 

A special thank you to ALL of our children who were able 
to participate in this year’s Christmas program—and to all 
our music & Sunday school leaders, adult volunteers, and 
parents who gave of their time and talents to bring glory to 

God through our special service! 

Dear Calvary members, 

 Thank you, truly, for all the cards and gifts this 

Christmas.  Thank you for all your kind words of en-

couragement during the holiday, and throughout the 

whole year!  I am very grateful and blessed to be part 

of the Body of Christ with you. 

In Christian Love,  Ben Light, your church office manager 

Thank you to Pastor, ladies of the church, and the children 
for singing Christmas carols to us.  Thanks for all the cards 
and gifts.    - Art & Linda Schleef 

I would like to thank Calvary for all the 
prayers and concerns for me after my 
accident in August.  I am back to work and 
looking forward to getting my prosthetic 
arm.  The Lords works in mysterious ways.  
Praise the Lord!  Eric, Sabrina, & Lorena 
Witkowski and the Norrick family. 

Thank you for your prayers, cards, and concerns since my 
accident tripping over a cinder block and falling onto the 
sidewalk!  My first oral surgery is done, must wait three 
months for further treatment.  Thanks again for keeping me 
in your prayers.     -Sue Bell 

Dear supporters of Samaritan’s Purse-Operation Christmas 
Child, 

You did it again, everyone, and you did it well!!  Calvary do-
nated a total of 62 shoeboxes, and all together we collected 
a grand total of 454 shoeboxes!  Samaritan’s Purse can now 
estimate that for every distribution (about 200 boxes per dis-
tribution) there will very likely be a new church planted!  I 
would say that we could very well have planted two new 
churches somewhere in the world, as well as having made 
many children happy.  Pray for those boxes, their journey is 
just beginning.  Thank you so much!          - Carmie Spenn 
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Happy New Year, Brothers and Sisters in Christ! 
 We hope and pray you had a blessed Christmas Season! 
We sure enjoyed Christmas time at Preschool! We completed 
two Thrivent Action Teams. One was a Happy Birthday, Jesus, 
action team. We used the money to purchase items for the 
preschool students to use and take home to tell the Christmas 
Story. We included a nice book, ornament they made, a 
beautiful nativity ornament and a plush toy about Jesus. Our 
other action team was an ornament for the shut ins and items 

to continue our Happy Birthday, Jesus activities. We truly loved making them and 
preparing the items and hope they love them too! Also in December we had a special 
Chapel before Christmas to sing songs we had learned in class! We received great 
feedback from the families! 

     As we start off 2019, we want to thank you for your helpfulness, support, 
prayers and kind words to us...as always, they mean more to us than we can express! 
May God Bless your New Year! 

Serving Our Savior, 
Margo and Julie  

LWML Mission Grant - January 2019 

Nursing Students Serving with 

Mercy Medical Team - $100,000 

 
The LWML, through Grant #17 Nursing Students Serving with Mercy Medical Team, will send 10 qualified 
individuals to experience mission work and give needed medical care in  
Madagascar. Read more about this program through the Nursing Departments of Concordia  
University. By helping support this grant you can make a difference in the lives of many. Learn how: 
www.lwml.org/2017-2019-mission-grant-17  

The Board of Youth would 
like to meet with the youth 
parents on Sunday, 
January 13th after service.  
If you have any questions, 
please contact Todd Kollman 
(815-228-4158) or Paul Schroeder (815-383-1136). 

LWML BOOK SALE & SERVICE PROJECT – JANUARY 19th 
Come for coffee and hot chocolate, bring your books you want to get rid of, and browse for some 

new books on Saturday January 12th in the church basement.  If you have books to get rid of come at 
8:30. If you are looking for some new reading material for the winter come between 9:00-10:30. Please do 
not bring books before Saturday the 12th. We ask for a donation of any amount to our Mite box for the 
books you take home.  

We will also be sewing pillowcase dresses for Haiti, cutting out letters for Baptism banners, cutting 
up t-shirts for diapers, and just enjoying each other’s fellowship.  You do not need to bring anything, but 
you can bring your sewing machine and/or a good pair of scissors.  Come for as long as you would like.  
We will be ordering pizza for lunch. 

IN THE WORKS! 

Plans are being made for the 
upcoming Youth Valentine 
Dinner in February.  Please 

watch your weekly bulletin for 
further details  
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(continued from page 1) 
 

is not to simply bring in as many 
as we can through the front 
door. It is to keep shining the 
light of Christ through His 
word, so that those living in 
darkness may continue to 
see the great light. 

Church’s work: to bring people 
into God’s presence for eternity. 
The light of Transfiguration 
shows us how important the 
Church’s work really is. The 
mission of the Church, is aimed 
at that goal of divine joy. 

 

- Pastor Heimgartner 

The finale of the Epiphany 
season is the Transfiguration. 
God in flesh is at the center but 
now not Magi but the glorified 
saints of old and the trembling 
disciples surround Christ. The 
light that pointed to Jesus at His 
Baptism now shines through 
Him. This is the goal of the 

Jan 6 - "The Word Turned Toward" Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler (John 1:1-18) People use 
their words to build bonds of trust with people they love. In Jesus, God does the same-
He turns His Word toward us. 

Jan 13 - "Reason to Believe" Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler (John 1:19-51) Do you have a reason to believe that 
everyone should believe what you believe? John did. Come and see. 
 
Jan 20 - "My Delight is in Her" Rev. Dr. Anthony (Tony) Cook (Isaiah 62:1-5) As a bridegroom rejoices 
over his bride, God rejoices over you. This week we explore our new name and identity as the bride of 
Christ. 
 
Jan 27 - "Surrender to Start New" Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler (John 2:1-25) Starting a new life involves sur-
render-a break with the past. In that surrender, the past can be restored. 
 
WIBK airings of the Lutheran Hour are sponsored by Calvary.  Tune in Sundays at 8 AM to FM-96.9 or AM-

1360. 
Donations in any amount are welcome to help defray our costs in bringing the Lutheran Hour to our area. 

Please contact the church office if you would like to sponsor a complete broadcast. 

Starting in January, Pastor Heimgartner will be starting Adult Informational Classes on 
Thursday evenings at 6:30 PM.  These classes are for instructing adults (age 14 or older) in 
Luther’s Small Catechism—anyone from new prospective members to long-time Lutherans are 
welcome to attend! 

New offering envelopes for 2019 
are available on the table in the 
narthex.  Please contact the office 

if you do not see yours.  Thank 
you for your stewardship! 

Couples’ Club Annual 
“Calvary’s version of the Newlywed Game” 

You don’t have to be newly married to enjoy an evening of fellowship and laughter. Sunday 
January 13 at Kerry and Trudy Bell’s home starting at  4 pm. Bring a dish to share! RSVP to 
Trudy by Friday January 11th 815-383-3174 

PRAIRIEVIEW:  Starting in January, Pastor Heimgartner will be holding monthly 
devotions at Prairieview.  He will meet with the residents there on the 1st Sunday of 
every month at 2 PM and will offer communion afterward to our members and others in 

altar fellowship. IMH RESIDENT HOME:  Pastor Heimgartner will also be holding devotions and offering 
communion to our members at the IMH Resident Home every 4th Wednesday of the month @ 9:30 AM. 
Bringing God’s Word to shut-in’s is very important, but personal interaction and fellowship is also very 
valuable.  Please prayerfully consider helping with and attending this outreach to our shut-in’s. 

St. John’s Ladies’ Aid of Buckley will have a chili 
and oyster soup luncheon on Sunday, January 
20th from 10:30 AM to 1 PM at the St. John’s 
school lunchroom.  Sandwiches, homemade pie, 
and cake will also be served. 
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Calvary Lutheran Church   Church Voter’s Assembly Meeting 

7:00 PM – December 11, 2018 
The meeting was called to order by President Denney Smith with 32 members present. Pastor Heimgartner led 
the group in an opening devotion and prayer based on Hebrews 6:13-20.  He spoke about the hope of Advent 
and the certainty of God’s promise to send a Savior. The minutes from the Nov. 11, 2018 Church Council 
meeting were accepted as published. 
 
President Smith asked if anyone would like to join the Voter’s Assembly. Wayne Janssen moved that Kay 
Skates be accepted as a new member. Richard Boomgarden seconded it. Motion carried. 
 
Board and Committee Reports 
Financial Secretary’s Report 
James Bruns reported total receipts for November, 2018 of $19,777.20 and the total receipts for the year as 
$223,761.64. A copy of the complete report is kept on file.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Haley Anderson reported that the General Fund has a balance of $66,975.11 as of Nov.20, 2018. A copy of the 
complete report is kept on file. Haley asked if the assembly would like to designate a fund for $225.00 donation 
of Thrivent dollars. After discussion, Perry Regnier moved and James Bruns seconded the motion to transfer it 
to the Youth account to be used for the Youth Gathering in the summer of 2019. Motion carried. Next, Kerry Bell 
moved that a $150 donation to the Scholarship fund be sent to the Seminary Food Bank. Wayne Janssen 
seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
 
Board of Elder’s Report 
Official Acts of the Church for the 4th quarter of 2018 
 Baptisms: Eleanor Rose Wedell (11/24/2018) 
 Funerals: Marjorie A. Dirks (d: 09/18/2018; f: 09/22/2018) 
  Lorraine May Tobeck (d: 11/25/2018; f: 11/30/2018) 
 Transfers In: Pastor G. Robert, Julia, Padamae, & Roston Heimgartner (10/19/2018) 
 Transfers Out: NONE 
 Rec’d by POF: NONE 
 Confirmed: Jessie Nuss (12/11/2018) 
 Weddings: NONE 
 Released: NONE 
 
Ron Thompson made a motion and Robert Lubben seconded the motion to accept the official acts of the 
church. Motion carried. 
 
Board of Evangelism Report 
Susie Boomgarden reported that 62 “Operation Christmas Child” Shoeboxes had been donated. The board also 
donated 5 cases of “Calvary Church” labeled water bottles for the Nov. 18, 2018 church Thanksgiving dinner. 
On Nov. 28, three members decorated a Christmas tree at the Old Courthouse Museum. Trees are on display 
from Dec. 1 to Jan. 2, 2019. They are currently purchasing gifts and making plans for 2019. They are hoping for 
more volunteers for their committee. 
 
Board of Christian Education Report 
Perry Regnier reported that the Children’s Christmas Program is this Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018 at 10:00 AM. 
There are 28 children participating who have been working hard on their songs and speaking parts. 
Refreshments will be served immediately following the program. They hope everyone can come. 
 
Preschool Board Report 
No Report 
 
Board of Youth and DCE Committee Report 
Perry Regnier reported that six adults and eleven children enjoyed caroling on Sat., Dec. 8. Pizza was served 
right after the program practice and caroling was held from 11:30 am to 2:00 pm. He expressed thanks to the 
Couples Club for providing cookies and hot chocolate. He also thanked all who participated as their gift of time 
and song was very much appreciated. 
 
Board of Property Report 
Randie Orr reported that Dan Bohlmann will repair the relay in the breaker panel in the furnace room for the 
middle section of ceiling lights in the Fellowship Hall. For now, they can be turned off and on at the breaker box 
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in the furnace room. 
Murray Schaumburg gave an update on the repairs to the parsonage. An estimate from Gary Peters 
Construction company to repair and replace the soffit and cover fascia board, plus replace the 4th St. storm door 
came to $7,250.00. James Bruns moved and Kerry Bell seconded the motion to have these items funded. 
Motion passed. Murray then moved and James seconded the motion to use funds from the Koester Charitable 
Trust Fund for the repairs. Motion passed.  
Murray also reported that the window replacement was started on Dec. 10 in a bedroom that had a lot of mold. 
The gutters on the parsonage will be replaced and bids will be presented at the March Voter’s meeting. 
 
Prairieview Committee 
Betty Thompson reported that Pastor Heimgartner held services at  Prairieview on Dec. 2, 2018. He gave 
Communion to Calvary residents, also. The Ladies’ Guild will be playing Bingo on Dec. 12 and serving cherry 
cheesecake at coffee time. The number of residents who come out to play cards, games or Bingo is getting 
smaller and smaller. Anyone who would care to may join the ladies on the second Wed. of every month. 
 
Scholarship Committee 
No Report 
 
Van Committee 
Leon Pfingsten announced that everything is running smoothly with the church van. Murray Schaumburg will 
join the committee as an appointee in January, 2019. Margo Legan will serve as the parent representative. 
 
James Good Charitable Trust Committee 
Wayne Janssen reported that Tari Scheiwe may need more help. They have had no further requests from 
anyone else. 
 
Electon of 2019 Officers and Board Members 
Nominating Committee: Randie Orr, James Bruns, Wayne Janssen 
2019 slate of officers 
Board of Elders: Timothy Fletcher 4 yr 
Board of Property: Murray Schaumburg 2 yr 
Board of Evangelism: Susie Boomgarden 2 yr 
Board of Christian Ed.: Tammy Orr 2 yr 
Board of Youth: Todd Kollman 2 yr 
Board of Youth: Paul Schroeder 1 yr 
Preschool Board: Trudy Bell 3 yr 
 
Linda Thompsen moved and Richard Boomgarden seconded the motion to accept the slate of officers as 
presented. Motion carried. President Smith welcomed the new and re-elected members to the Church Council. 
Installation will be held in worship services January 5 and 6, 2019. He stated that the responsibilities of new 
members of the church council begin on Jan. 1. Part of their responsibility is to attend their regular board 
meetings and to attend all, or as many as possible, church council and voters’ assembly meetings.  
 
Presentation for 2019 Budget Approval 
The budget for 2019 was presented and various proposed expenditures explained. There is an increase in the 
Youth budget from $4,000 to $7,500 due to the Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, Minnesota July 11-15, 2019. 
Wayne Janssen reported that the elders proposed an increase in the Mission Outreach fund of $250 per month 
to Lutheran Church Charities revising it from $2,500 per year to potentially up to $5,500 per year and an 
increase of $250 per month to Prairieview Lutheran Home, going from $4,000 per year to potentially up to 
$7,000 per year. As Pastor Heimgartner’s salary is currently limited by the Federal Government Social Security 
Guidelines for retirees, the elders felt a portion of this money could then be donated to the recipients listed 
above during Pastor Heimgartner’s tenure. 
Murray Schaumburg moved that the budget be accepted as presented. Ron Thompsen seconded the motion. 
Motion carried. 
 
Presentation for Approval of the Schedule of Worship Services and Special Offerings 
Perry Regnier moved that the schedule be accepted as presented, with the date for the 2019 Children’s 
Christmas program and Confirmation Sunday to be determined. Shelby Jean Townsend seconded the motion. 
Motion carried. 
 
Call Committee Report – Kerry Bell, chairman 
Kerry Bell reported that the Congregational Self Study is pretty well completed. The committee has met four 
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times and completed the Church Profile portion of the study. Fifty-five surveys were received from the 
congregation for the Pastoral Expectation portion. After the survey results are compiled, the committee will meet 
again on Jan. 6, 2019 to review the survey results. Then they will be submitted, along with the self study, to the 
Central Illinois District in early to mid January, 2019. President Mark Miller will review the study and then provide 
names and profiles of pastors to be considered. After receiving the list, the call committee will study it and 
conduct conference call phone interviews. The results of this process will then be presented to the voters’ 
assembly. 
The committee discussed the merits of requesting a seminary candidate compared to a pastor in the field, or 
perhaps extending a call to both at the same time. After consulting with Pres. Miller, it was determined that a call 
could not be extended to both simultaneously. The committee then decided to call a pastor in the field. Pastoral 
nomination forms are still being accepted which may be submitted to an elder, the president or a call committee 
member. Members are also asked to pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance throughout the call process. 
 
Pastor Heimgartner’s Report 
Pastor Heimgartner reported that he has conducted 9 regular worship services and 1 Thanksgiving service. He 
has been to Prairieview twice, made 8 hospital visits, and conducted 6 pre-school chapels. By this coming 
Friday, he will have seen all the shut-ins twice. He assisted with the Fish Fry and the Thanksgiving dinner. He 
has conducted Bible study on Sat. evenings, Sun. mornings, Men’s Wednesday morning Bible Study and at 
Ladies’ Guild.  
Pastor’s future plans are to start an adult confirmation class in Jan., 2019. Two women are interested in 
attending. He would like to increase conducting services at Prairieview from once a quarter to the first Sunday 
every month. He would conduct services for all the residents and then have communion with all the LCMS and 
AALC members there. He would also like to do the same thing at the Iroquois Memorial Resident home one 
Friday a month. 
At the Thanksgiving meal, he had non-members sign their name and address on a sheet of paper. He will go 
and visit them and invite them to come to church. He said our congregation works well together and he would 
like to extend the love of Christ as an outreach to the community. 
 
President’s Report 
President Smith reported that he has set up Calvary’s Health and Safety Committee: This committee is to study 
and report to the church council in early to mid 2019 its findings and recommendations for a health and safety, 
emergency preparedness response, and evacuation plan. Jim Reynolds is the appointed chairman, Brandon 
Legan and Bonnie Rajala are appointed members of the committee. 
 
The committee’s purpose will be to recommend to the church council: 
(a)Needs for responding to a medical emergency 
(b)Evacuation procedures based upon the kind and location of an emergency  
(c)Methods for communication in an emergency 
 
Unfinished Business  
None 
 
New Business 
The office manager, Ben Light, contacted Pres. Smith that the Iroquois County Times-Republic had inquired if 
Calvary would like to put an ad in the paper for upcoming Christmas services. Instead of buying an ad, it was 
suggested that Ben could contact the paper and ask if the services times could be included on the regular 
church page for that week which is sponsored by local businesses. 
 
Wayne Janssen reported that Arch Christmas books were purchased and included in 360 food boxes in the 
Food From the Heart distribution this past week-end. Books will also be given to all Calvary Preschool students 
and the children in the Sunday School Christmas program.  
 
Tammy Orr announced that Nicole Wittmann is coming to Calvary at the end of January, 2019 to report on her 
mission trip. The LWML will serve a brunch when she’s here. A free-will offering will be collected for her 
continued work in the mission field. 
 
Adjournment 
James Bruns moved for adjournment. Linda Thompsen seconded the motion. Motion passed. The meeting 
adjourned with Pastor Heimgartner giving a closing prayer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Marilyn Smith, Secretary 


