
 

1 

Ins ide  th i s  

i s sue . . .  

• Words from Pastor 
Heimgartner 

• Feb Birthdays and 
Anniversaries 

• Youth Valentine 
Dinner 

• Looking toward Lent 

• Call Committee Report 

• LWML Events 

• Preschool Happenings 

• Lutheran Hour 
Schedule 

• Jan Church Council 
Minutes 

a special purpose—
whether that be the or-
dained ministry or as a 
Christian serving God in 
any other way.  
 In Jeremiah 1, 
we learn of God’s call to 
Jeremiah. We notice, 
first of all, that God is 
described in this pas-
sage as all-knowing. 
God had predestined 
Jeremiah before he was 
even born for a special 
purpose. To be told by 
God that God had 
known, consecrated 
and appointed you be-
fore you were born 
must have been a tre-
mendously humbling 
experience for Jeremi-
ah. This was likely the 
case because we learn 
that Jeremiah was only 
a youth, still wet behind 
the ears when God 
called him. In the socie-
ty of ancient Israel, 
youth were more seen 
than heard. People lis-
tened to and respected 
the elderly.  
 The Bible indi-
cates that the call of 
God comes to those of  

 

(continued on page 5) 

4 Now the word of the 
LORD came to me, say-
ing, 5 “Before I formed 
you in the womb I 
knew you, and before 
you were born I con-
secrated you; I ap-
pointed you a prophet 
to the nations.”   6 

Then I said, “Ah, Lord 
GOD! Behold, I do not 
know how to speak, for 
I am only a youth.” 7 But 
the LORD said to me, 
“Do not say, ‘I am on-
ly a youth’; for to all to 
whom I send you, you 
shall go, and whatever 
I command you, you 
shall speak. 8 Do not 
be afraid of them, for I 
am with you to deliver 
you, declares the 
LORD.” 9 Then the LORD 
put out his hand and 
touched my mouth. And 
the LORD said to me, 
“Behold, I have put 
my words in your 
mouth. 10 See, I have 
set you this day over 
nations and over king-
doms, to pluck up and 
to break down, to de-
stroy and to over-
throw, to build and to 
plant.” 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 (ESV) 
 

A 
 man was telling 
his neighbor, “I just 

bought a new hearing 
aid. It cost me four 
thousand dollars, but its 
state-of-the-art. It’s per-
fect.” “Really,” an-
swered the neighbor. 
“What kind is it?” And 
the man answered, 
“Twelve thirty.”  :-)  
 Theologian Paul 
Tillich once said: “The 
first duty of love is to 
listen.” When God 
speaks and calls us, 
how well do people lis-
ten? Are we like the 
man with the new hear-
ing aid who hears 
something different than 
what God has really 
spoken to us? The fact 
is that God calls each 
and every one of us. 
Writer Frederick Buech-
ner once said: “The 
place God calls you to 
is the place where your 
deep gladness and the 
world’s deep hunger 
meet.” That can be al-
most anywhere in the 
world and it likely in-
volves every vocation 
and walk of life. God 
calls each one of us to 
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Gary Martin (70!) 02/01 

Alsion Neal 02/01 

Kayla Kaplan 02/02 

Bruce Pfingsten 02/02 

Murray Schaumburg 02/03 

Julie Nourie 02/05 

Kyle Fletcher 02/07 

Marian Cluver (91!) 02/09 

Nancy Wessels 02/10 

Mark Tankersly 02/11 

Marleen Purdin (80!) 02/14 

Liam Kollman 02/15 

Lisa Fletcher 02/16 

Ron Kollman (83!) 02/16 

Haley Anderson 02/17 

Karen Atwood 02/17 

Gwendolyn Herman 02/17 

Jordan Schroeder 02/17 

Betty Thompsen 02/18 

Ben Light 02/18 

Beth Schroeder 02/19 

Art Schleef (82!) 02/20 

Arlene Kollmann (84!) 02/21 

Karen Storm 02/21 

Wayne Young 02/21 

Laura Carlson 02/23 

Jennifer Philippe 02/23 

Gerry Natschke (86!) 02/24 

Cletus Koester (86!) 02/25 

Bernice Zabel (94!) 02/26 

Melody Williamson 02/27 

February Birthdays! 
Y O U T H  V A L E N T I N E  D I N N E R  

SUNDAY, FEBURARY 10, 2019 

The annual Youth Valentine Dinner will be 
held on Sunday, February 10, 2019.  Our 
youth will serve a meal of chicken or grilled 
butterfly pork chop, salad, corn, baked potato, 

roll and dessert.  Mealtimes will be at 4:30 PM or 6:30 PM.  
Your freewill donation will help defray costs to send our youth 
to the LCMS Youth Gathering in Minnesota this summer.  
Reservations are due by Feb 3rd—please pick up a pink 
registration form from an usher. 
 
YOUTH, SIGN UP SHEETS are located in the Great Room.  
Please sign up to help work a shift (3-5 PM or 5  PM till 
end).  Thanks! 

Thank you to Kerry and Trudy Bell for hosting our 
annual Newlywed Game and Wayne and Sue Janssen 
for your very clever questions.  Nine couples participated 
in the fun and laughter, CONGRATULATIONS to the win-
ners:  Chuck and Georgia Potts! 

February’s event will be supporting our HS youth with 
their Valentine Dinner.  If you can help in any way, please 
contact Tammy Orr (815-383-0204). 

LOOKING TOWARD LENT 
LENT BEGINS with Ash Wednesday on March 6th.  Our 
Midweek Lenten services will continue each Wednesday after 
that through Wednesday, April 10th. 
 
 
 
 
 

LENTEN MEALS 
As usual, we will have a meal prior to service, hosted by 

various groups and service organizations in 
the church.  If your group would like to host a 
meal, please contact the church office. 
Ash Wed, Mar 6th .......................... NO meal 
March 13th ... Evangelism Cmte & Men’s BC 
March 20th ............................... Ladies’ Guild 
March 27th ................................. still open! 
April 3rd ..................................... still open! 
April 10th ............................................ LWML 
 
Reminder!  Please have your menu to the 
office no later than the week before your 

date.  Thank you! 

Rick & Nancy Elliott 02/01/1970 

Roger & Mary Kay Rabe (57 years!) 02/03/1962 

Russell & Karen Rudd 02/15/1975 

Travis & Lakyea Rosenberger 02/20/2016 

Mike & Beth Warren 02/20/1993 

Kathryn & Anthony Norrick 02/25/1984 

Art & Linda Schleef (53 years!) 02/27/1966 

Rick & Gretchen Elliott 02/28/1981 

February Anniversaries! 
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CALL COMMITTEE REPORT - JANUARY 21, 2019 

 
(54) Pastoral Expectation Surveys were completed by the congregation, a substantial increase from the 

similar survey completed in 2005. 
Of the (33) Pastoral functions, traits, and abilities, those that averaged above a rating of 9 were: 

Worship   9.26 
Preaching Delivery  9.22 
Children’s Ministry  9.19 
Preaching Content  9.11 
People Skills   9.09 
Youth Ministry   9.07 

These top (6) functions, traits, and abilities aligned very closely to the Call Committee’s ratings. 
 

The remaining survey ratings (average) were as follows: 

A summarization of the (3) narrative survey questions: 
Q: What do you believe are the most important personal qualities for a pastor to have? 
A:  The most important qualities for a pastor are to be faithful to God’s Word-Law and Gospel; be a strong leader; be 

organized; be an excellent communicator; work well with the youth; and give Bible-based sermons which relate to 
the members of the congregation so they can apply God’s teachings to their daily lives. 

Q: What things do you think are most necessary for maintaining good relationships between pastor and people? 
A:  To maintain a good relationship between the pastor and the people, there needs to be open communication. 

Following the example of Jesus, the pastor needs to get to know the members on a personal level, by talking and 
visiting with them.  He needs to be sensitive to their needs by being a good listener, and offering Christian 
guidance when requested.  By having regular office hours, the pastor would be available to meet with members on 
an individual basis. 

Q: Do you believe that the congregation is sensitive to the pastor’s need for “private time”? (for prayer, study, family, 
recreation.) 

A:  Yes, the congregation understands that the pastor needs time off the same as everyone else does.  Previous 
pastors have been given one day off each week and time for vacation. 

 

 * * * 
• The Congregational Self Study was submitted to the Central Illinois District President, Mark Miller, on January 11, 

2019.  The information this document provides, along with the Congregational Survey will assist President Miller in 
his search of the LCMS pastor data base to identify candidates whose gifts and strengths relate to the ministry 
needs and mission expectations of Calvary. 

• A copy of the Pastoral Expectations Survey and answers to the narrative questions will be available to review in 
the church office. 

• The congregation submitted (3) Suggested Pastoral Nominations and they were also presented to President Miller. 
• The Call Committee eagerly awaits The Personal Information Forms and Self Evaluation Tools of pastoral 

candidates from CID to review, study and analyze.   
• Please continue to pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance during the Call process! 
 
Kerry Bell, Chairman, Calvary Call Committee 

Teaching Ability 8.82 
Leadership 8.70 
Initiative 8.61 
Cooperation 8.57 
Tact 8.52 
Administration 8.43 
Assimilation-New Members 8.43 
Patience 8.37 
Counseling 8.35 
Visiting 8.27 
Older Adult Ministry 8.26 
Personal Witnessing 8.26 
Family Ministry 8.24 
Young Adult Ministry 8.15 

Stewardship 8.15 
Innovation 7.96 
Ministry to Inactives 7.87 
Community Involvement 7.60 
Personal Grooming 7.50 
Singles Ministry 7.44 
Lay Leadership Development 7.40 
Small Group Ministries 7.22 
Creativity 7.19 
Continuing Ed Participation 7.00 
Conference Participation 6.72 
Use of Computer 6.59 
Use of Social Media 6.43 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 We are back in the routine of 
preschool and very busy after our 
Christmas Break! January went by so fast 
for us. The four year old class is working 
hard preparing for kindergarten by 
learning to write and identify letters, 
numbers and names! The three year old 
class is beginning to master their shapes 

and colors and learning the letters in their names and their 
numbers! Our days fly by with Jesus time, math, reading, 
books, games, activities, crafts, center time, snack and so 
much more! Our days are filled with such joy and excitement 
as the children eagerly come in anxious to learn. The positive 
energy that comes in each day from the children and their 
families is a true blessing! Mark your calendars now for a 
special concert with Wendysue and the preschool students 
on Saturday, March 23 at 6:00pm. As always, we truly 
appreciate your prayers and support! God’s Blessings as we 
look forward to Spring and the Lenten Season!   

Serving our Lord, 

Margo and Julie 

LWML Mission Grant - February 2019 

Programs of Restoration in Paradise Lost 
Lutheran Indian Ministries - $75,000 

 
Hawaii to most Americans is a vacation paradise with beautiful beaches, warm sunshine 
and carefree days. But to the native Kanaka people life has been full of pain and suffering 
since the island was colonized. Many were victimized in ways similar to that of the Native 
Americans of the mainland during the expansion to the west. Many are hardworking 
people but can’t afford the extremely high cost of living. One of the Kanaka men, Clarence, 
has completed two years of theological training. He is working with Lutheran Indian 
Ministries (LIM) to be a witness of God’s love to his people, to train new leaders in the faith 
and to address the spiritual, social and emotional needs of his people. For more 
information about this grant, go to www.lwml.org/2017-2019-mission-grant-18.  
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(continued from page 1) 
 
all ages. Jeremiah protested he 
was only a “youth.” By present 
day standards, Moses was an 
old man when God spoke to 
him through the burning bush. 
When Samuel was merely a 
youngster he heard the voice of 
the Lord calling to him in the 
middle of the night. 
 Apparently age is not a 
determining factor in the mind 
of God. To Jeremiah, He said, 
“To all whom I send you, you 
shall go, and whatever I com-
mand you, you shall speak. Be 
not afraid of them, for I am with 
you to deliver you.”  
 Saul himself, was just a 
young man when he agreed to 
the stoning of Stephen and be-
gan his persecution of the early 
church, and not much older 
when he had his blinding expe-
rience with the Lord on the road 
to Damascus. Yet, the blind-
ness of Saul became the light of 
salvation to Paul when he yield-
ed himself to the will of Almighty 
God. 
 Youth, old-age, or any 

ter, wife, children or lands, for 
my name’s sake, shall receive a 
hundredfold.” 
 Turning to the lad, the 
judge said, “Nobody here has 
done this except Norbudur. Will 
you tell us, is it true?” 
 The Indian lad, read the 
verse again, then said, “It says 
he gives hundredfold. I know he 
gives thousand-fold.” 
 As Norbudur and Jeremi-
ah discovered, God’s call can 
be very risky and costly—yet, in 
the end, both come to realize 
that in serving the LORD there 
is blessing upon blessing for 
those who listen and respond 
by following where God leads. 
God also calls you and me; God 
believes in you and me to ac-
complish his purposes. You are 
special and of infinite worth to 
God. Do you believe in God 
enough to listen, respond to, 
and follow him wherever he 
leads you? For if you do, there 
is blessing upon blessing wait-
ing for you too! 
 

- Pastor Heimgartner 

age aside; class, gender or race 
aside; God is no respecter of 
persons when it comes to the 
call to serve him and his pur-
poses. In answer to Jeremiah’s 
protest and everyone else’s 
protest; in resisting God’s call; 
God answers each one of us 
something like this: “I am calling 
you to do this because it needs 
to be done and, with my help 
you can do it. I’ll provide you 
with everything you need in or-
der to do it. Listen to me and 
trust me, I will be with you every 
step of the way.” God calls us 
too—just as he called Jeremiah. 
How carefully are we listening?  
 A devout English judge 
in India befriended an Indian lad 
who came from a prominent 
family, but who had been cast 
out by his relatives because he 
had converted to Christianity. 
The judge took the boy into his 
household where he worked as 
a house boy or servant. It was 
the custom in the household to 
have devotions every evening, 
and one night the judge read 
the words, “Everyone who has 
forsaken houses, brother, sis-

Feb 3 - "Slow Solution" Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler (John 20:21) God's gift of eternal 
life through faith in Christ is not a quick fix. It's a slow solution to the hidden problem 
that separates us from God and each from other. 
(sponsored by Donna Steiner & family in honor of Elaine Reiners’ 90th birthday) 

 
Feb 10 - "Where Heaven Meets Earth" Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler (John 3:1-21) Hitting that snooze button 
may be doing more harm than good. It's time to stop spiritual snoozing and wake up. 
 
Feb 17 - "Enter His Labor" Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler (John 4:1-42) What would you do if your Word was all
-powerful? Jesus started a conversation with an outsider. 
 
Feb 24 - "Not by Bread Alone" Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler (John 6:1-29) There is a spiritual hunger beyond 
food that is expressed in food. Jesus provides for both. 
 
WIBK airings of the Lutheran Hour are sponsored by Calvary.  Tune in Sundays at 8 AM to FM-96.9 

or AM-1360. 
Donations in any amount are welcome to help defray our costs in bringing the Lutheran Hour to our 

area.  Please contact the church office if you would like to sponsor a complete broadcast. 
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Calvary Lutheran Church   Church Council Board Meeting 

7:00 PM – January 8, 2019 
The meeting was called to order by President Denney Smith with 12 council members present. Pastor 
Heimgartner led the group in an opening devotion and prayer based on Matt.2:1. The minutes of the 
December 11, 2018 Voter’s Assembly Meeting were accepted as corrected with a Treasurer’s report date 
change from Nov. 20 to Nov. 30. 
 
Board and Committee Reports 
Financial Secretary’s Report 
In the absence of James Bruns, the report was read silently. Total receipts for Dec., 2018 were $34,585.66 
and the total receipts for the year were $258,347.30. A copy of the complete report is kept on file.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Haley Anderson reported that the General Fund has a balance of $86,178.77 as of Dec. 31, 2018. A copy 
of the complete report is kept on file. 
 
Board of Elder’s Report 
Robert Lubben reported that a funeral for Betty Rabe was held on Dec. 20, 2018. Wayne Janssen reported 
that he had spoken with Pastor Heimgartner about adding some uplifting music to the church services, 
including children’s songs.  
 
President Smith asked the various board chairmen to name any newly appointed members to their boards 
as reports were given. 
 
Board of Evangelism Report 
Susie Boomgarden said she and Michelle Atwood are working together as co-chairmen. Their Christmas 
tree at the Iroquois County Historical Museum received two third place awards. They are making plans for 
2019. The board has no new appointees. 
  
Board of Christian Education Report 
Perry Regnier reported that 27 children had participated in this year’s Children’s Christmas Program with 
137 people in attendance. Cookies and punch were served following the program. Birthday postcards are 
being sent to the Sunday School children ages Pre K – High School, as well as Baptismal birthday cards. 
The children will sing in the Jan. 27 church service. The board has no new appointees. 
  
Preschool Board Report 
Margo Legan expressed a sincere thank you in gratitude to the family of Lorraine Tobeck for designating 
the preschool as a memorial recipient. It was greatly appreciated. Notes will soon be sent home for 
returning students to register and they plan to make phone calls in February to the new incoming students. 
The board has no new appointees. 
 
Board of Youth and DCE Committee Report 
Tammy Orr gave the report as the board members were unable to attend. A parent meeting has been 
scheduled for this coming Sunday, Jan. 13, during the Sunday School hour. Plans for winter youth activities 
will be made. The Youth Valentine Dinner has been set for Sunday, Feb. 10. Watch the bulletin for more 
details. They will be asking the members of Couples’ Club to assist with the dinner.  
St. Paul’s church in Woodworth has invited our youth to attend a lock-in there on Jan. 18-19, 2019. Tammy 
will check with Todd Kollman as to any new appointees.  
 
Board of Property Report 
Murray Schaumburg reported that the parsonage replacement windows final cost was $350 less than the 
estimate. All have been installed and the frames are currently being wrapped. The two garage windows 
have not been replaced yet. A new almond color storm door has been ordered. One bid for gutter 
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replacement has been received. He will get more. Nathan Janssen has been notified that there have been 
some problems with the north boiler going into error mode because the igniter failed. Randi Orr said he will 
contact a previous appointee and ask if he would like to continue serving on the board. 
 
James Good Chairtable Trust Committee: 
Wayne Janssen reported that any more action on Terri Scheiwe’s apartment has been put on hold for now. 
 
Pastor’s  Report 
Pastor Heimgartner will be going to Prairieview Lutheran Home for a 2:00 pm service the first Sunday of 
every month and give communion to the LCMS and AALC residents. He will do the same at the Iroquois 
Resident Home at 9:30 am on the fourth Wed. of every month.  
 He met with Rev. John Franklin, the hospice chaplain at IMH, and hopes to arrange a Hospice 
informational meeting for the congregation with him.  
A weekly Adult Confirmation class will be starting the first week in February. Confirmation for the youth will 
be held in May or June when he feels the students are fully prepared. At a recent parent meeting, a desire 
was expressed to have the questioning done in front of the elders, rather than the congregation. 
 
Council President’s Report 
President Smith had no report. 
 
Unfinished Business 
Wendy Sue Fluegge will return to Calvary on March 23 & 24, 2019 for a ministry week-end. She will handle 
the music for both week-end services. She will also conduct a Women’s Retreat from 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
on Sat., March 23. Area church women will be invited to this event as well. Saturday, March 23 is also 
Preschool Saturday. 
 
New Business 
Robert Lubben expressed a need for an alternate 8:00 am Monday morning volunteer to count the 
collection proceeds. Perry Regnier volunteered to do that. Perry also said he is trying to put a live stream of 
our church service on the church Facebook page. It was suggested he contact Pastor Hahn as he live 
streams their church service. 
 
Adjournment 
At 8:05 pm, Perry Regnier moved and Robert Lubben seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting. Motion 
carried. President Heimgartner led the council in a praying the Lord’s Prayer. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Marilyn Smith, Recording Secretary 


