
 

1 

Ins ide  th i s  

i s sue . . .  

• Call Committee 
Report 

• Pastoral Care 

• Dec Birthdays and 
Anniversaries 

• General notices and 
Thank You’s 

• Preschool News! 

• Children’s Christmas 
Program 

• November Church 
Council Minutes 

• October Call Meeting 
Minutes 

• Offering Envelopes 

DECEMBER 2019 NEWSLETTER 
Calvary Ev. Lutheran 
Church and Preschool 

120 E. Hickory St. 
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STAFF: 
 
Julie Ahlden ........... Preschool 
 Director 
Tina Pardy ............. Preschool 
 Teacher 
Haley Anderson ....... Treasurer 
Benjamin Light ............. Office 
 Manager 
 

Office ............... 815-432-4136 
Preschool ......... 815-432-4137 
Fax .................. 815-432-3535 

 
 

calvarywatseka@gmail.com 
 

See the newsletter in 
full, glorious color! At 
calvarywatseka.com 

Pastoral Care Emergencies While Calvary is Vacant 
We are blessed to have assistance from several area pastors while Calvary 
is vacant; but, handling the logistics of pastoral care is difficult when 
balancing our congregation’s needs with the calls and responsibilities of 
those graciously helping us. 
 
In the event you or a loved one needs pastoral care (sick visit, change in 
health status, urgent need, etc.), please let us know using the procedure 
below. 
• Always call the church office:  815-432-4136.  Ben will then notify an elder 

and elevate to a local pastor if necessary. 
• If your need arises outside office hours or when the office is closed; after 

you have left a message at the office, please then call an elder, listed 
below: 

Richard Boomgarden (term ends Dec 2019) 815-432-3687 815-471-3686 
Robert Lubben 815-683-2425 815-471-2344 
Wayne Janssen 815-473-4537 815-383-8893 
Tim Fletcher  815-644-5740 
Russell Rudd (term begins Jan 2020)  217-495-0796 

CALL COMMITTEE REPORT  (11/14/2019) 
On October 29th, Calvary’s Voters’ Assembly elected Reverend Kyle Verage from 

Crandon, WI to the Office of Pastor and extended him a Divine Call. 

On November 13, 2019, Pastor Verage humbly declined the Call to become our 

Pastor.  (see letter on page 7 of your newsletter) 

Please continue to pray for the Call Committee’s endeavors as they consider our next 

steps; for our congregation; and for the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen us. 

Psalm 27:14 “Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.” 

New offering envelopes for 2020 are available in 
the narthex.  Please check the table if you 
haven’t acquired yours yet. 
Your number has changed from 2019, please be 
sure to use your new envelopes starting January 1.  
(Using old, spare envelopes might cause your 
contribution to count toward someone else’s giving!)  
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The Ruth Circle will meet at the Copper Pot on Tuesday, 
October 1st at 11:15 AM.  See you there! 

Please join family and friends as we shower 
Bernice Bohlmann with cards to celebrate her 
95th birthday on December 8th.  Cards may be 
sent to Bernice Bohlmann, Faith Place, PO Box 
4, Danforth, IL 60930. 

Thank you!   - Claudette Gagnon, Bernice’s daughter 

There is an assortment of 
Christmas cards for sale 
downstairs at the south end of the 
basement.  Proceeds will benefit 

Calvary’s Youth.  Stock up and support our youth! 

LWML Christmas Party - December 
11 - 5:30 pm 

At Greg’s Restaurant in Watseka.  All ladies 
of Calvary are invited to join in the 
fellowship. We will have a White Elephant 
gift exchange, as well. 
 
THANK YOU for the donation of gift cards 
for the Fort Wayne seminary students.  
$400 in gift cards were collected. 
 
-Calvary’s 
LWML 

NAME DATE 

Lucas Kaplan 12/01 

Amy Creek 12/02 

Carol Cyrier (80!) 12/05 

Bernice Bohlmann (95!) 12/08 

Sharon Knisley 12/09 

David Williams 12/10 

Emily Wright 12/10 

Alaina Taranowski 12/11 

Sandy Williams 12/11 

Joe Falk 12/12 

Carley Mitchell 12/12 

Paul Schroeder 12/12 

Erma Steiner (93!) 12/12 

Mark Garfield 12/13 

Wayne Janssen 12/14 

Jodie Neal 12/14 

Anthony Stoops 12/15 

Kiel Elliott 12/17 

Keanon LaVoie 12/20 

Cortney McKinney 12/20 

Lowell Cluver 12/21 

Bev Nolin 12/22 

Robert Lubben 12/23 

Bill Lah 12/24 

Susie Boomgarden 12/25 

Hannah Tankersly 12/25 

Karleigh Rapp 12/28 

Jerry Purdin (83!) 12/30 

Trudy Bell 12/31 

NAME DATE 

Debbie & Denny Foreman 12/05/1988 

Angela & Drew Parsons 12/16/2000 

Ronald & Betty Thompsen (55 years!) 12/27/1964 

Paul & Amy Schroeder (25 years!) 12/31/1994 

Ralph & Jaclyn Wilkening (62 years!) 12/31/1957 

A huge thank you to 

everyone who helped in any 

way at our Thanksgiving 

meal.  We served about 190, 

including meals to shut-in’s. 

 

We collected $739 from the freewill donation, 

which will be split between Watseka Food Pantry 

and the upcoming Food From the Heart 

giveaway. 

Calvary’s Ladies’ Guild will meet on Tuesday, December 10th 

at 1 PM in the church basement.  Our hostess for this month is 

Betty Thompsen.  As always, all ladies of the congregation are 

welcome to attend! 
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Preschool News! Greetings, 
Hello, 

We are so excited to be combining the preschool and Sunday School children to do 
one, big, epic Christmas Program!  We have been working hard practicing our songs 
since mid-November! The program is Saturday, December 14 at 4:00 p.m., followed by 

a hotdog supper, then the regular Saturday evening worship service at 6:00 p.m.  We hope you are 
able to join us as we celebrate the “Reason for the Season”, Jesus! 

Childlike faith is a term we use to describe the 
innocence of childlike trust.  Children ask honest 
questions, speak frankly, and just simply believe 
what we say.  As we are in the middle of the 
holidays, I wanted to share some responses that I 
received from preschool students when I asked the 
question, “What are you thankful for?”  I challenge 
you to think about the everyday things that you can 
be thankful for, just like the responses I received.  

“The color blue, grilled cheese, people, stuffed 
animals, my dog, my cat, mommy, daddy, family, mac 
and cheese, taking care of my Papa, my bed, riding 
my scooter” 

 

(some “turkeys” made by our Preschool students) 

I love the simplicity of children’s thinking!  I pray that you have a very blessed holiday season! 

Merry Christmas,  Julie Ahlden 

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to 
such belongs the kingdom of God.  Truly, I say to you, 

whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child 
shall not enter it.” Mark 10:13-15 ESV 

EVERYONE IS INVITED to the Children’s Christmas 
Program on Saturday, December 14th at 4 PM. 

Calvary and Faith will be joining together with the 
Preschool to tell the story of Jesus’ birth and sing his 
praises. After the program the usual Preschool light meal, 
hot dogs, chips, applesauce, and cookies will be served. 
There will also be the regular 6 PM church service. 

Program practices will be Saturday, December 7th:  PreK 
– 2nd 9:30 – 11 AM, 3rd-8th grade from 9-11 AM; as well as 
on Sunday, December 8th during the Sunday School hour. 

Christmas Caroling will follow the Saturday, December 7th 
practice. Lunch will be served to those who are planning to 
sing. Please sign up on the library bulletin board. We will 
return to the church at 2 PM for cookies and hot chocolate. 
Hope everyone can participate in these holiday events!!! 
 
Contrary to what is on the calendar, there will be no Sunday 
School on Dec 22nd and Dec 29th.  Enjoy your Christmas!! 


