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Helpful Words from Luther on Responding to a Pandemic 

S 
ixteenth century Reformer Martin Luther wrote almost 500 years ago 
about responding to pandemics. When Luther was confronted by 
questions about how to respond to The Black Death Plague, he 

responded in words that should serve to inform our approach to the pandemic 
crisis our nation and the world is now facing today. 

 
In a letter to Rev. Dr. John Hess [a German reformer and follower of Luther], 

found in Luther’s Works, Volume 43 p. 132, as “Whether one may flee from 

a Deadly Plague,” Luther writes: 
 
“I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then 
I shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer 
medicine and take it. I shall avoid places and 
persons where my presence is not needed in 
order not to become contaminated and thus 
perchance inflict and pollute others and so 
cause their death as a result of my 
negligence. If God should wish to take me, he 
will surely find me and I have done what he 
has expected of me and so I am not 
responsible for either my own death or the death of others. If my neighbor needs 
me however I shall not avoid place or person but will go freely as stated above. 
See this is such a God-fearing faith because it is neither brash no foolhardy and 
does not tempt God.” 

Today in the 21st century, the faithful should go and do likewise. 

COVID-19 Pandemic, Service Practices, and PPE 

The Elders of Calvary Lutheran Church kindly ask our church members 
to wear of masks when in church or group meetings.  Our goal is to try our 
best to protect those around us who are most vulnerable.  We are happy to be 
back in church again and pray that we can continue to do so, even as disease 
crops up around us. 

The Elders also have elected to revert back our service practices to 
those from earlier in June.  Congregational singing will be kept to a minimum 
where possible.  Normally sung portions of the liturgy will instead be spoken 
(Saturday) or sung by a cantor (most Sundays). 
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Please remember to notify the office if you or a loved one is sick or 
would like prayers.  Thank you!! 

August Birthdays! 
Marjorie Kraay (96!) 08/02 

L.D. Smith (60!) 08/04 

Eric Skinner 08/04 

Evan First 08/06 

Martha St. Peter (90!) 08/06 

Donna Koester 08/07 

Shirley Smith (84!) 08/07 

Tom Schroeder 08/07 

Noelle Schroeder 08/08 

Nancy Norder 08/08 

Karen Rudd 08/12 

Ashten Gentile 08/14 

Sue Seggebruch 08/15 

Linda Thompson 08/15 

Ronald Thompsen (82!) 08/16 

Connie Cluver 08/17 

Jill Kollmann 08/17 

Abigail Eckert 08/18 

Bob Seggebruch (83!) 08/19 

Tricia Shephard 08/19 

Jared West 08/19 

Tricia Shephard 08/19 

Marilyn Smith 08/20 

Niccole Howe-Peck 08/20 

Hayden Schaumburg 08/21 

Grant Lefeave (1!) 08/21 

Libby Hamilton (10!) 08/22 

Connie Bruns (60!) 08/23 

Aaron Garcia 08/23 

Betty Long (88!) 08/23 

Brady Anderson 08/23 

Evan Kollmann 08/24 

Genevieve Herman 08/24 

Roberta Kempen 08/28 

Anne Martin 08/28 

Marilah Kaplan 08/28 

Jacob Eckert 08/29 

August Anniversaries! 
Todd & Colette Kollman 08/02/2003 

P.C. & Laura Wellborn 08/02/2014 

Richard & Susie Boomgarden (58 years!) 08/04/1962 

Jennifer & Paul Claxton 08/04/2012 

Robert & Tonya Gaffield 08/06/1994 

Coy & Amber Hamilton 08/08/2009 

Lowell & Mary Ann Cluver 08/09/2002 

Denney & Marilyn Smith (52 years!) 08/11/1968 

John & Sally Allhands 08/11/1984 

Lucas & Kayla Kaplan (10 years!) 08/14/2010 

Bob & Donna Flesher (50 years!) 08/15/1970 

Tim & Lisa Fletcher 08/16/1986 

Mark & Jill Kollmann 08/23/1986 

Ronald & Nancy Kollman (59 years!) 08/26/1961 

Alsion & Jodie Neal 08/28/1998 

Melissa & Todd Storm 08/30/1997 

Bob & Sue Seggebruch (52 years!) 08/31/1968 

Thank you everyone for the prayers and cards while I was 

in the hospital.  They are deeply appreciated.  Thanks be to 

God that I’m doing better. 

Perry Regnier 

Marian Cluver now resides at Heritage Woods-Watseka.  
Her new address is: 

577 E Martin Ave Apt 189, Watseka, IL  60970 

COMMUNION FOR SHUT-IN’S 

Pastor McNally is available to give the Lord’s Supper to 

shut-in’s in their homes.  He can be reached   319-939-4240 
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Preschool News!  

Hello, 

The countdown is on…..the countdown to the first day of school!  Even 
though things will look a bit different, it isn’t stopping our excitement!  
The excitement of new families, new students, new friends, and new 

classrooms….it’s all in your perspective.  You can read about some of the changes 
happening in the preschool, in the Council Meeting minutes of this newsletter. 

So, how do things look from your view?  Do you feel like you are sinking?  We all do 
from time to time.  There are many unknowns right now, but I know my steadfast and 
constant is God!  I choose to fix my eyes and keep my perspective on my Lord!  When 
you are feeling down, don’t forget to look up to God! 

I will meditate on you precepts and fix my eyes on your ways. Psalm 119:15  

Please join us in praying regularly for the students that God has brought into our care 
here at Calvary Preschool! 

          Sincerely, 

             Julie Ahlden 

CALL COMMITTEE REPORT  (07/25/2020) 

On July 21st, Calvary’s Voters Assembly elected Rev. Aaron Uphoff—pastor of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
in Randolph, NJ—to the Office of Pastor and extended him a Divine Call. 

A telephone call was made informing him of our action.  On July 25th, Pastor Uphoff and his family visited our 
church and obtained the call packet. 

Please pray for Pastor Uphoff and his current parish as he seeks to discern what decision would best serve God 
and His Kingdom and continue to pray for our congregation during this vacancy. 

Adolf & Marie Koester Trust Scholarships Available! 

Scholarships are available for individuals who desire to pursue full-time church work with the LCMS, and those syn-
ods that are in pulpit and altar fellowship with us. It is open to all congregations in the Illinois counties of Iroquois, 

Kankakee, Vermilion and Ford; and in the Indiana counties of Benton and Newton. The student must maintain a “C” 
grade average, and promise to strive for at least five years of full-time ministry. 

Applications are available in the church office and need to be completed and returned to the Trustee by Monday, 

August, 10, 2020, either by mail or by e-mailing a PDF to calvarywatseka@gmail.com.  

Prairieview Lutheran Homes 

Carry Out Fall Fish Fry 

Friday, September 11, 2020 

Lunch 11a.m. – 2p.m.  Supper 4 – 7 p.m. 

Every effort is being made to still hold the fish fry in a safe manner. 

They are also seeking volunteers to help.  Details are available in the church office. 
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Sunday School and CEC News 
 

Sunday School/ Rally Day and C.E.C. will have a delayed start date this year.   We will keep you informed 
through Sunday’s bulletin and have more information in the next newsletter.   Just a reminder to anyone who 

is working with our youth to please  take the on line training and turn in your certificate to Ben.   

ATTENTION:    Sunday School, C.E.C. , and VBS Teachers  

And ALL volunteers working with children under the age of 18 

 

New Mandated Reporting Law that will affect our congregation. 

 

Starting January 1, 2020, Illinois DCFS has new rules for Mandated Reporters.  “These changes are 

particularly important for children,  such as in a house of worship, schools, and social services 

organizations.”  

 

“Any child-care worker affiliated with a church, other houses of worship or other non-profit (WHETHER 

in a paid capacity or as a volunteer) is a mandated reporter.”  

 

Effective January 1, 2020- all mandated reporters are subject to the requirements for mandatory 

training. This training must is to be completed within their first three months of starting and then 

repeated at least every three years. 

 

All Mandated Reporters must complete the DCFS approved training on child abuse 

prevention and reporting. The online class takes about 45- 60 minutes and must be 

completed on an individual basis.  The website for the Mandated Reporter training: 

is: 

https://mr.dcfstraining.org/ 

 

This new law does have a few clergy exemptions. Here is a legal blog provided by CID which explains 

the law, clergy exemptions, and its application to churches and parochial schools in greater detail.  

(note, this is NOT the training requirement:  https://wagenmakerlaw.com/blog/illinois-mandated-reporter

-changes-clergy-child-care-workers-and-other-mandated-reporters ) 

 

We are asking ALL individuals that work with children to complete this online training and provide a 

copy of the Certificate of completion to be kept on file in the church office with Ben.  If you have any 

questions please contact  Perry Regnier - 815-955-2201 or Tammy Orr - 815-383-0204. 

https://mr.dcfstraining.org/
https://wagenmakerlaw.com/blog/illinois-mandated-reporter-changes-clergy-child-care-workers-and-other-mandated-reporters
https://wagenmakerlaw.com/blog/illinois-mandated-reporter-changes-clergy-child-care-workers-and-other-mandated-reporters

