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Is it fall, yet? I know I am ready. Mustang High
School Football! Woo Hoo! School has been started a
couple of weeks and we are returning to a place most
of us are slightly familiar with…but not exactly like it
was, once upon a time.
That’s okay with me. Sometimes we get into our ruts
and we want to continue to live there. It means we do
the same things in the same ways we always have.
This manner of living can leave little room for the
Holy Spirit to inspire us to do more.
My mentor in ministry (and a very wise man, I might
add) shared with me many years ago, the definition of
insanity. He said, the definition of insanity is “doing
the same thing over and over, in exactly the same way,
but expecting a different result”. Whew!
In many ways that is descriptive of Christians, perhaps
even Presbyterians! LOL
Maybe, just maybe, as we move forward from this
place we find ourselves living, we might not insist that
things return to “the way we have always done it” but
we might be open to the move of the Spirit. It could
be, we may find ourselves sharper in ministry, open to
new ways of doing old things, and more appealing to
the unchurched in our community.
Will you seek God’s direction for our church with me,
by listening for the Holy Spirit’s still, small voice? I
pray so. The privilege of receiving revelation is one of
the greatest gifts of God to His children!

Happy September,
Kathy

Bulletin Board by Jessica Bond

Dates to Remember
Sept. 6 Worship~ 10:45am Reverse Offering
Communion (Prepared wafers and
grape juice containers will be in trays in the
narthex to be picked up when you go into
worship.)
Sept. 7 Labor Day Holiday~ Church Office
Closed
Sept. 13 Worship~ 10:45am~ Youth Service
4:30-5:45 Little Ones & IBKS (3yrs.-5th grade)
5:30 - 6:30 Middle School and High School
5:30 - 5:45 Common Time and Snacks
Sept. 16 Session ~ 5:30pm
Sept. 20 Worship~ 10:45am
Sept. 27 Worship~ 10:45am Noisy Offering
4:30-5:45 Little Ones & IBKS (3yrs.- 5th grade)
5:30 - 6:30 Middle School and High School
5:30 - 5:45 Common Time and Snacks
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Thank you to everyone who donated
school supplies to The Shop and
thanks to Doug for the delivery!

Dear Friends,
During this time of desperate need, our “Blessing Box” is making a huge difference for
some people in need. Many of us are so
blessed by many things, but there are many in
our community who are less fortunate.
In this time we must remember 2 Corinthians
9:6-8, “Each of you should give what you have
decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly,
so that in all things at all times, having all that
you need, you will abound in very good work.”
Please put an item in your car and change your
route on certain days...drive by the church and
drop it off into our “Blessing Box”. You never
know whose life you could touch.
After all...the blessings you share could someday help someone close to you...or even you
one day.
Many blessings!
Hilary Brennan

The Presbyterian Women Brick project is an
Ongoing fund raising project, and we will
continue to take orders. There are order forms
available in the church office in the purple
folder on the table under the mailboxes.
You can remember a loved one or give one in
honor of someone by purchasing an engraved
memorial brick to be placed in the Memorial
Garden.
Two Sizes of brick are available:
4”X 8” with 3 lines available for engraving
$50.00
8” X 8” with 6 lines available for engraving
$100.00
Come by the church office for more information.

Mission Project

The SHOP will have an after school program for
junior high and high school students on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4pm-6pm. They
are planning on beginning September 22.

They are in need of masks and volunteers. The
volunteers can be group leaders or hang out with
the students and eat with them. They are hoping
for some male volunteers.
Please bring any monetary or mask donations to
the church.
If you would like to volunteer, please call
Becky Acuna at 219-7080.

Our summer fun activities have come to an end,
and we will be back to our Sunday evenings
together for fellowship and bible study.
September 13 is Youth Sunday
We are excited to have our youth (3 yrs. old high school) join us today during our
service. It’s going to be an exciting Sunday!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
We are trying something a little different this
month for our Sunday evenings to see how this
works. We will have everyone every other
week, and here is how the schedule will work.
September 13 and 27
4:30 - 5:45 Little Ones and IBKS (3 year olds 5th grade)
5:30 - 6:30 Middle School and High School
Some kids have siblings in both classes, so this
schedule has a lot of flexibility.
5:30 - 5:45 will be common time so all of the
kids can see each other. This is the time we will
have our snacks too.
Kids can stay during the ‘other class time’ also.
For instance, if anyone or sibling would like to
stay the whole time (4:30 - 6:30), I’d love to
have them. While I am working with one group,
the other can have fellowship/fun in the
playroom (little ones and IBKs) or youth room
(middle school and high school). Older kids
may want to help the younger ones also. I know
kids are busy, so if your child needs to just be
there for the lesson part, that will work, too.
I am looking forward to our new schedule!
Lou Ann Cumbie

There are opportunities on Right Now Media
for study for adults, youth and children. You
can sign up and you are welcome to share
this with family members and friends. The
sign up link is on the website,
www.fpcsweetwater.org

Session Minutes
Stewardship and Finance:
Financial Report was unanimously approved. Buddy
and Sherie will visit First Financial advisor concerning
ways church members might be able to have direct
payments made to the church.
Building and Grounds/Garden: Keith Brock reported
that lights would be replaced or repaired on the steeple
cross and the sign on the northwest edge of the
property. The lawn service will be mowing on
Wednesday each week.
Christian Education: Lou Ann Cumbie reported there
will be a Youth Service on September 13 when the
youth will lead the Worship Service.
Fellowship:
Hilary Brennen reported that a “pounding” will be
held for Ben and Kathy Monroe.
Mission and Outreach: Doug Richards suggested
$100.00 be donated to The SHOP to purchase masks
for their after school program. The church will also
notify church members that masks and donations
would be accepted for The SHOP.
Worship Committee: Jim Gesin reported that Rev.
Scott Campbell will preach Sunday, August 23rd.
Session members agreed to purchase additional
communion supply packets for the upcoming months.
New Business:
The church janitor position is currently unfilled and
the Personnel Committee will be working on this.
Peggy Elliott informed Session members that the live
streaming equipment has been purchased and will be
available whenever it is needed.

The Moderator expressed her desire to do more to
invite children into the church and provide classes
for them when we are able to get people together
again. She asked Session members to consider and
pray for ways that we can successfully do this.
Elder of the Month schedule is as follows:
Sept. 6 - Hilary Brennan
Sept. - Lou Ann Cumbie
Oct. - Sherie & Buddy Alldredge
Nov. - Peggy Elliott
Dec. - Doug Richards

Stewardship - The Blessing of Giving
Luke 6:38
Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For
with the measure you use, it will be measured
to you.
If we look at the context of this verse, we will see
that Jesus is talking about “giving” forgiveness to
others. He says “be merciful, even as your Father
is merciful, judge not, and you will not be judge;
condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be
given to you. Good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, running over, will be put into
your lap. For with the measure you use it will be
measured back to you.”
Jesus is instructing those who follow Him to "give"
forgiveness and an uncondemning attitude in the
same amount we desire to be forgiven. We are to
be as merciful as God is to us while judging, condemning and forgiving others in the same way we
desire to be judged, condemned and forgiven by
God.
Let us spend time in meditation and prayer about
giving in the sense that Jesus is referring to in this
passage.

First Presbyterian Church
2020 Financial Report
2020 Budget
Needed Monthly
Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July

$150,492.05
$ 12,250.00

Plate & Pledge
$13,058.00
$ 8,858.00
$ 8,526.00
$14,785.00
$12,767.00
$12,341.00
$ 7,826.00

Received Year to Date
Over (Under)

Rev. Scott Campbell’s Post on the Palo Duro
Presbytery’s Facebook Page
This saintly woman, Gayle Biggerstaff with

Expenses
$12,346.79
$ 9,884.70
$11,816.59
$14,035.29
$10,540.69
$11,203.96
$18,792.42

$78,161.00
($7,589.00)

FPC Sweetwater, was quietly behind the
scene setting the temperature Saturday
night and then again early Sunday morning
before anyone arrived; she tended to so
many details with others for the Sabbath
space. It is the Lord's Day, and it demands
our attention. Don't you see? In and out of a
pandemic. The church is lifted up faithfully
by lovely disciples like this every day. Praise
be to God.

2020 Noisy Offering
Designated toward the Ministerial Alliance
Received Year to Date
$854.53
----------------------------------------------2020 Food Pantry
Designated to Nolan County Food Pantry
Received Year to Date

$1075.00

A Welcome Pounding for Kathy and Ben!

August Activities
Boating at Lake Sweetwater with the
Whitteker’s and the Cumbie’s

Robert and Scarlett Whitteker

Lou Ann and Dennis Cumbie

Peyton Gee, Brynlee Scott, Harper Gee

Swimming at Country Club

Brynlee Scott, Emily Hammit, Dustin Hammit,
Beth Hammit, Owen Hammit, Harper Gee,
Peyton Gee, Keagan Forbes,
Paisley Wade, Lou Ann Cumbie

Caleb Reed

Arleen Kennedy, LaVynda Montgomery

