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I have been in Sweetwater at First Presbyterian
Church for 4 months, officially. I have learned a
lot about the church in that period of time and
about the people that make up the church. It has
been an adjustment for us all as we get to know
each other and learn one another’s ways.
The first thing I have learned is that there is a
core group of disciples here who are extremely
faithful. They show up, stand up, speak up, and
lift up, one another. Whew! What an amazing
body of believers!
I want you all to know that I am so blessed to be
a part of this family! This church is remarkably
generous with time, talent, and money. You do
not just hear scripture, you do scripture! This is
no small thing. I am humbled by the thought of
what a remarkable place God has called me to
be.
My prayer going forward is that your continued
generosity coupled with God’s mission for FPC
will help us to hear even more of our call to the
world in this time and place.
Our Food Bank depends heavily on our church
which is one of two churches that support it. We
keep a running supply of things in our Blessing
Box which certainly blesses our neighbors. We
have ladies that plarn mats for the homeless to
sleep on. We send volunteers to work at the
Shop, the Lifehouse, and many people from our
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church sit on boards that govern several
aspects of life in Sweetwater. I am so proud
of your willingness to serve and give.
There is an old Chinese proverb that says:
"A bit of fragrance always clings to the hand
that gives you roses."
I just want to say, “You all smell amazing!”
LOL! Keep on doing love.
Have a great August!
Kathy
Dates to Remember
Aug. 2 Worship~ 10:45am Reverse Offering
Communion (Prepared wafers and
grape juice containers will be in trays the narthex
to be picked up when you go into worship.)
Deadline to bring school supplies for The SHOP
Aug. 9 Worship ~ 10:45am
Aug 16 Worship~ 10:45am
All Children and Youth~ Boating at
Lake Sweetwater~ 4:00pm~6:00pm
Aug. 19 Session ~ 5:30pm
Aug. 23 Worship~ 10:45am
Rev. Scott Campbell will preach.
Kathy Monroe will be on vacation Aug. 23-29
Aug. 30 Worship~ 10:45am
Noisy Offering
All Children and Youth~ Swimming
Country Club~ 4:00pm~6:00pm

engraved memorial brick to be placed in the Memorial Garden. Bricks can be given in honor of
someone.
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Presbyterian Women Brick Project
The Presbyterian Women Brick project is an
ongoing fund raising project, and we will
continue to take orders. There are order forms
available in the church office in the purple
folder on the table under the mailboxes.
This fund raising is actually two fold. It is a Fundraiser/Memorial project.
First, it enables Presbyterian Women to get
involved in programs that “give back to the
community” (scholarships, etc.).
Secondly, it gives the donor an opportunity to
remember a loved one by purchasing an

Two Sizes of brick are available:
4”X 8” with 3 lines available for engraving
$50.00
8” X 8” with 6 lines available for engraving
$100.00
Come by the church office for more information.

The Shop on Locust Street will begin
filling backpacks for school. Anything
on the list that you can donate will be
greatly appreciated.
Bring your donations to the church
by Sunday, August 2nd. Doug
Richards will deliver the items on
Monday, August 3rd.
They are in need of the following
supplies:
Backpacks without rollers
Crayons
Pencils
Markers
Glue
Folders
Scissors
Rulers
Pens
Highlighters
Pencil bag
Pencil box
Map colors
Note book paper
Composition notebook

Stewardship - The Blessing of Giving
Proverbs 3:9
Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first
fruits of all your crops; then your barns will be
filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over
with new wine.
In Proverbs, a book of advice and wisdom, we are told
to honor the Lord with our firstfruits. Not many of us,
however, have olive trees, grain fields, and vineyards.
So how do we apply this nugget of wisdom to our
lives? In Revelation 14:4, it says that believers “were
purchased from among men and offered as firstfruits
to God and the Lamb.” We are ourselves an offering.
The Lord wants for us to willingly give ourselves to
Him. We are to give of our time and money because
we want to, and not because it is required. God wants
us to give to Him first, not with what is left over.
We also have a promise that “your barns will be filled
to overflowing and your vats will brim over with new
wine.” He gives to us and we give back to Him and He
gives back to us again what is His. We cannot out give
the Lord. This is especially true in the realm of our
spiritual lives. Paul tells us in Ephesians 1 that we
have been blessed by Christ with “every spiritual
blessing”. He has lavished His gifts upon us.
We have been given all that we need in Christ. And
now He calls us to present ourselves as a living sacrifice, an offering back to Him.
May we respond out of grateful hearts.

2020 Noisy Offering
Designated toward the Ministerial Alliance
Received Year to Date
$854.53
----------------------------------------------2020 Food Pantry
Designated to Nolan County Food Pantry
Received Year to Date

$1010.00

First Presbyterian Church
2020 Financial Report
2020 Budget
Needed Monthly
Month
January
February
March
April
May
June

$150,492.05
$ 12,250.00

Plate & Pledge
$13,058.00
$ 8,858.00
$ 8,526.00
$14,785.00
$12,767.00
$12,341.00

Received Year to Date
Over (Under)

Expenses
$12,346.79
$ 9,884.70
$11,816.59
$14,035.29
$10,540.69
$11,203.96

$70,335.00
($3,158.00)

We are winding down our last month of
Summer Fun activities, and we have 2 fun
events for August! I know everyone is headed
back to school in the next few weeks; some are
going to be headed to the classroom and some
will be doing online learning. I will be busy
trying to figure out how to teach to my kids who
are returning and to those learning from
home. I know there is a lot of anxiety among us
all right now. Prayers for peace and strength for
everyone! After Labor Day, we will begin our
regular Sunday night activities at the church.
August 16: 4:00 - 6:00 Boating at Lake
Sweetwater with the Cumbie's and Whitteker's!
If you have life jackets, bring them. If not, we
have a lot of extra ones. You can call me about
the sizes we have, so that everyone will have one
that fits. More details to come!
August 30: 4:00 - 6:00 Swimming at the
Country Club! If you aren’t a member, bring $8.
Ice Cream treats will be served!
I am looking forward to seeing you all! Our
events always are open to parents.
LouAnn

July 4th Parade

Mule and wagon ride at
Barbara and Leslie Bond’s ranch.
Outside games, wagon rides, visiting the
chicken coop, cooking hotdogs and s’mores
on the fire... fun was had by all!!

Brynlee Scott, Lou Ann Cumbie, Mackenzie
Lambert, Peyton Gee, Harper Gee,
Caden Wilburn, Kallen Moody

More photos are available on Photo page
of Website www.fpcsweetwater.org

