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August 2018 

The mission of our church is to make disciples for Jesus Christ 

Our vision is to be an oasis of God’s love. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Psalm 139 includes several of my favorite verses: “For 

you created my inmost being; you knit me together in 

my mother’s womb.  I praise you because I am 

fearfully and wonderfully made; I know that full 

well.”  (vv. 13-14)  There are other scriptures that 

speak of our value in God’s eyes:   “God chose His 

children,” “we are God’s own possession,” “we have 

an inheritance,” and from 1 John 3, “How great is the 

love the Father has lavished on us that we should be 

called children of God”. These and many more testify 

that our worth is given to us by God.  That gift, a gift 

that is taught to us and modeled for us by parents, 

church leadership and most of all our church family as 

we interact with one another.  Each generation has the 

responsibility to open the eyes of the next generation 

to this gift and the truth that it brings.  I am reminded 

by a quote from Fred Rogers, a Presbyterian pastor 

that devoted his life’s ministry to children.  In his book 

You Are Special: Neighborly Wit and Wisdom From 

Mister Rogers he says, “As human beings, our job in 

life is to help people realize how rare and valuable 

each one of us really is, that each of us has something 

that no one else has- or ever will have- something 

inside that is unique to all time. It's our job to 

encourage each other to discover that uniqueness and 

to provide ways of developing its expression.”  

 

As we move into August, we are keenly aware that 

summer vacation is quickly coming to an end and 

school will be starting.  Students from Pre-K to 

College will start a new year with new challenges, 

some will be joyous and some may be painful, but that 

is what life presents us.  As a church family we  

 

 

 

 

support our children, youth, and young adults in 

these times of challenge through prayer, words of 

encouragement, and reassurance that they indeed 

are beloved children of God as they discover their 

own uniqueness and ways to express it.   
                              

As we start this new school year, we will celebrate 

our students on Sunday August 19 with a blessing 

of the students, teachers, and paraprofessionals and 

their backpacks, binders, book bags, or whatever 

form of carry-all they might use to transport school 

work.  In addition, we will present Bibles to the 

rising 4th graders.   After the service, we will 

gather in the Fellowship Hall for a potluck lunch.  

Until then, we can offer prayers for the students, 

their parents, teachers, and all the school ancillary 

employees that they might discover their 

uniqueness and ways of expressing it. That is a 

promise we make in baptismal vows; the promise 

to support, nurture and raise people in the faith.  

  

Pastor Marie 

 

Sunday August 19th 

This will be a special day for our church 
family as blessings are given for our 
families as they head back to school. 
There will be a pot luck lunch after 
worship~ church will provide chicken~ 
bring side dishes and desserts.  
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Dates to Remember 

1    All Children and Youth~  Meet at Church 10:45am                        

             WASP  Museum Field Trip  (11:00am) 

      Presbyterian Women~ 11:30am~ Skeet’s 

      Plarning~ 1:00pm~3:00pm 

2    Over the Hill Bunch~11:30am~ Dairy Queen 

5    Hoyt Place Worship ~ 9:00am-9:30am 

      Sunday School~ 9:30am 

      Worship~ 10:45am Reverse Offering 

                      Communion Class of 2018 

8    Plarning~ 1:00pm-3:00pm 

      Committee Meetings~ 5:30pm 

9    Over the Hill Bunch~11:30am~ Buck’s 

12  Sunday School ~ 9:30am   

      Worship ~ 10:45am  

      All Children and Youth Swim Party at Gesin’s 

              Meet at church 4:15pm (4:30pm-6:00pm) 

15  Plarning~ 1:00pm-3:00pm 

      Session~ 5:30pm 

16  Over the Hill Bunch ~11:30am~ Heff’s 

19  Sunday School~ 9:30am 

      Worship~ 10:45am~ Blessings for School Year 

       Potluck Lunch after Worship 

22  Plarning~ 1:00pm-3:00pm 

23  Over the Hill Bunch ~ 11:30am~ Skeet’s 

26   Sunday School~9:30am 

      Worship~ 10:45am~ Noisy Offering 

29   Plarning~ 1:00pm-3:00pm 

28   Over the Hill Bunch ~11:30am~ Pizza Hut 

 

 
 

5       Keith Brock 

12     Ruth Ann Campbell and Doug Richards 

19     Patty Gesin and Richard Gesin 

26     Karen Brown and Gary Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2 Linda Duncan 

 Darlene Moore 

7 Sheila Stroman 

9 Chalyce Maitland 

11 Carol Vandiver Stein 

13 Barbara Bond 

 Loren Bryant 

15 Cole Maxwell 

16 Stacy Whitteker Fritz 

18 Kathleen Wilson 

20 Irene Armstrong 

23 Bill Clark 

24 Dustin Hammit 

27 Melissa Stutts 

28 Jerry Berlin 

 Miranda Stutts 

29 Margaret Joyner 

30 Claire Boswell 

31 Winnie Ruth Liner 

 Sam Nemir 

 Hayden Bennett 
 

 

 

 
 

Presbyterian Women will meet Wednesday, 

August 1, at 11:30am at Skeet’s.  

 

We will begin our year Wednesday, September 

5th at 5:15pm. We will continue our study, 

“Noah Built His Ark In the Sunshine. Finger 

Foods will be served.  

 

If you have your study book, bring it. If you 

need a book, we will take a count and order 

more.  

 

All Women are invited!! We Need You! 

 

 

Hoyt Place 

We are excited to lead worship every  

first Sunday of the month at Hoyt Place, 

from 9:00-9:30 a.m.  We will sing, and  

hear the Word of God. 

Come join us in this wonderful  

Ministry of fellowship. 
 

 

 



 
 

August 1 (Wednesday):  11:00 WASP 

Museum   Meet at the church at 10:45.  

Parents and other church members are 

welcome to join us or I will take your 

kids!  We would love to have other 

church members join us!  

 

Week of August 6:  Sheriff’s Dept/Jail 

TBA. If this doesn’t happen, another 

activity will be planned later in 

August after everyone starts school.  

 

August 12 (Sunday): Swim party at the 

Gesin’s indoor pool from 4:30-6:00. 

Meet at the church at 4:15.  Parents 

and other members are welcome to join 

us, or I will take your children. It’s 

a beautiful place! Other members join 

us just to enjoy the day! We would 

love to have you!   

 

August 19 (Sunday):  Blessing of the 

Backpacks/Binders (whatever you will 

be carrying to school this year).  

Everyone bring it to church today.  

Kids will also be helping with the 

offering and candle lighting. We will 

be honoring all students and teachers 

today!   

 

 

Stewardship  - The Necessity of Giving 
 

Leviticus 27:30 

A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from 

the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the Lord; it is 

holy to the Lord. 
 

This verse appears in a section of Leviticus dealing 

with the rules regarding making promises to God. An 

Israelite would promise a servant, an animal, a house 

or some land to God as an expression of gratitude and 

thankfulness to Him.  
 

Once a person devoted something to God, it be-

came the Lord’s possession. The Hebrew wording 

speaks to the irrevocable giving over of things or 

persons to the Lord”. It was His and He could do 

with it as He pleased.  The Lord declared it holy – 

sanctified, set apart for special use, consecrated 

for service.  
 

Like the dedicated things of Leviticus, we not only 

belong to the Lord, but we are also holy, set apart 

and consecrated for His use. We are His and all 

that we have is His. As we give of ourselves and 

give of what we have to this reality, we declare 

the praise of the One who has called us His own. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
Financial Report 

 

2018 Budget  $145,830.67 
Needed Monthly  $  12,152.55 
   

Month   Plate&Pledge Expenses 
January $  7,455.00  $11,463.36 
February $  7,677.00  $  8,304.63 
March  $  8,853.00  $  7,696.69 
April  $17,450.00  $10,222.84 
May  $15,845.00  $  8,299.26 
June  $17,201.00  $  7,016.94 

 
Received Year to Date  $ 74,481.00 
Over (Under) Budget $  (1,569.00) 
 

Noisy Offering 
Noisy Offering is designated toward the 

Ministerial Alliance 
January  $106.25 
February  $ 164.25 
March  $   84.46 
April  $   66.79 
May  $   80.80 
June  $   59.95 
 

Received Year to Date  $ 562.50 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the Hill Bunch meets every Thursday. 

 
Lea Cleveland, Donella Parker, Jodie Aycock, 

Gayle Biggerstaff, Dorothy Stroman, Ann 

Shirley, Irene Ludlum, Linda Rasco, Doris Nelms 

Jack Aycock and Lloyd Rasco are there also. 

 

 
 

 

Plarning Group meets every Wednesday.  

 
Donella Parker and Lea Cleveland 

 

 
Donella Parker and Rev. Marie Mickey 

 
Mats were taken to Project Dignidad in 

San Angelo. 

Food Pantry 
Food Pantry contributions are 

designated to the Nolan County 
Food Pantry 

January  $120.00 
March  $101.00 
April  $500.00 
May  $  45.00 
 

Received Year to Date  $766.00 
 



Social at the Cumbie’s with friends from  

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Church Fellowship at the Cumbie’s and Send off 

for Kyler and Kash moving to Colorado. 

 
Lavynda Montgomery, Kelly English, Kim Toland,  

Kash Coe and Kyler Toland 

 

 
Ruth Ann Campbell, LaVynda Montgomery and 

Peggy Elliott 

 

 
Richard Gesin and Kyler Toland 

 

 
Kash Coe 

 

 

 



 

The SHOP Volunteers 

 

 
Lou Ann Cumbie, Sherie Alldredge, Boo Nemir, 

Marie Mickey, Karen Brown, Doug Richards, 

Dorian Westacott, Gary Brown, Patty Gesin 

DeeAnne McFarland, Ruth Ann Campbell,  

Donella Parker 
 

Thank you to all who baked cookies 
 for The SHOP! 

 
 
 

Abilene Trip with St. Stephens Friends 

 


