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The mission of our church is to make disciples for Jesus Christ 

Our vision is to be an oasis of God’s love. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The Hymnal Revision Committee of the United Meth-

odist Church was preparing for the 1988 General Con-

ference of that denomination. This Conference would 

introduce a new hymnal for United Methodists. The 

committee was struggling over the words found in 

"The Battle Hymn of the Republic." They weren't 

struggling over “The Battle Hymn's” gender exclusive 

language, as you might think. They weren't struggling 

over its militaristic imagery. They weren't even strug-

gling over its Civil War origin. They were struggling 

over the phrase, "As He died to make men holy, let us 

DIE to make men free." 

They questioned, "Is freedom for others worth dying 

for?" An alternative phrase had come from Fred War-

ing and his Pennsylvanians. They had recorded a pop-

ular version of the Battle Hymn with the "softer" lyrics 

of, "As He died to make men holy, let us LIVE to 

make men free." 

It was Mr. Waring's version which was chosen by the 

committee to be presented to the General Conference. 

It was Mr. Waring's version that prevailed there as 

well. Now United Methodists were supposed to sing, 

"As He died to make men holy, let us LIVE to make 

men free." 

 

 

 

 

 

But for reasons which are still unexplained, when 

the United Methodist hymnal came out in 1989, 

the original words were still there! United Method-

ists were still singing, "As He died to make men 

holy, let us DIE to make men free." And no one 

knows how it happened. 
 

Perhaps that is for the best. I say that, even though 

living for a good cause is often more difficult than 

dying for it. But the original words cause us to 

ask, Is There Anything in My Life Which I 

Value So Much That I Would Die For It?" 
 

Americans celebrate July 4, 1776 as Independence 

Day. We shouldn't. We should call it our DECLA-

RATION of Independence Day, for merely sign-

ing, quite literally, our John Hancocks on the dec-

laration did not establish our independence. 
 

Have we forgotten the struggle involved in this  

noble experiment of democracy?  It was brutal and 

bloody. 
 

Well, even in America some things take time. We 

love our country, but none of us believes it is per-

fect. And when America is in the wrong, we need 

to speak up. Indeed, in a principled democracy, not 

to speak out against wrong would be a lack of pat-

riotism. To be patriotic (from the Greek PATRIS 

which means fatherland) is to appreciate the sacri-

fice of our forefathers and foremothers who 

wanted this nation to be extraordinary. Many of 

them gave their lives that we might be free as a 

people and many still serve to keep us free. Just as 

many people gave their lives that we might have 

our Christian faith. Now it is our turn to maintain 

and to improve what they have passed on to us. It 

is part of good stewardship. 
 

God Bless America! 

Kathy 
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4th of July Parade 

We would like our kids, adults, as many of the 
congregation as we can get together to join us. 
Ride your bike, ride in a golf cart, ATV etc, walk, 
and pull a child in a wagon. Be creative! Wear red, 
white, and blue, wave flags, and decorate your 
ride!!  We will have the Presbyterian flag to lead us. 
Meet on Ash Street at 9:30am for lineup; the 
parade will start at 10:00.  Bring friends and family! 
See you there. 

 

Dates to Remember 

3   Church Office Closed~ July 4th Holiday 

4   4th of July Parade 

5   Worship~ 10:45am Reverse Offering 

     Communion (Prepared wafers and grape juice 

     containers will be in trays in the narthex to be 

     picked up when you go into worship.) 

12 Worship ~ 10:45am 

19 Worship~ 10:45am 

26 Worship~ 10:45am~ Noisy Offering 

29  All Children and Youth ~Mule and wagon ride at   

      Barbara and Leslie Bond’s ranch. 6:00pm 

 

 
4 Kay Hamlin 
5 Donella Parker 

 Elizabeth Hammit 
10 Scarlett Whitteker 
12 Blake Cumbie 

 Ethan Boswell 
17 Judy Byrd 
18 Dylan Bennett 
20 Bill Shirley 
24 Jim Gesin 
26 Dorian Westacott 
28 Becky  Brock 

 Kirk Stroman 
29 Pat Beall 
31 Reece Whitteker 

 

 
Presbyterian Church Family, 
 

Thank you all for all of the good and support 

during this time. You will never know how 

much me and my family appreciate all that you 

have done. 
 

Love, 

The Brown Family 

 
 

To my dear friends at First Presbyterian 

Church, 

I could never thank you enough for your 

thoughts and prayers during my recent illness. I 

truly believe prayers is what brought me 

through. Your cards were such a blessing. 

Can’t wait to get back to church. 

 

Love, 

Linda Duncan 

 
 

 

 
Reminder to Contribute to  

The Blessing Box 
 

The Blessing Box is inspired by the Parable of 
the Goats and the Sheep found in Matthew 25. It 
is another project of our very active Presbyterian 
Women.  
 

The concept is simply “take what you need, leave 
what you can.” Think of it as a mini-Goodwill 
store that is open 24/7/ Items are left in the Box 



to be available to strangers. Items may include 
clothing, shoes, toys, games, puzzles, books, DVD’s, 
can goods, dog/cat food, bottled water, toilet 
articles, etc. 
 

The Blessing Box is located outside the garden 
fence on McCaulley St. Place items in the box. 
 
 

 
 

Presbyterian Women Brick Project 
The Presbyterian Women Brick project is an 
ongoing fund raising project, and we will  
continue to take orders. There are order forms 
available in the church office in the purple 
folder on the table under the mailboxes. 
 

This fund raising is actually two fold. It is a Fund-
raiser/Memorial project. 
 

First, it enables Presbyterian Women to get 
involved in programs that “give back to the 
community” (scholarships, etc.). 
 

Secondly, it gives the donor an opportunity to 
remember a loved one by purchasing an  
engraved memorial brick to be placed in the Memo-
rial Garden. Bricks can be given in honor of some-
one. 
 

Two Sizes of brick are available: 
4”X 8” with 3 lines available for engraving $50.00 
8” X 8” with 6 lines available for engraving $100.00 
Come by the church office for more information. 
 
 

 

Updates 

 
Ben and Kathy Monroe 

507 Washington 

Sweetwater, TX 79556 

Buffalo Gap Summer Camp  
in a Box 

 

“Sanctuary” 
 

Caleb and Katie Reed participated in 
Buffalo Gap’s summer camp in June.  They 
had an enjoyable full week of Zoom 
gatherings for Bible Study, music, prayer, 
worship, fellowship and activities.  
 

 
One of the activities was bleach dye  

their t-shirt.  
 

 
 



 

 
July 4 Parade:  We would like our kids, adults, as 
many of the congregation as we can get together to 
join us. Ride your bike, ride in a golf cart, ATV, etc, 
walk, pull a child in a wagon. Be creative! Wear red, 
white, and blue, wave flags, and decorate your 
ride!!  We will have the Presbyterian flag to lead us.  
 

Meet on Ash Street at 9:30am for lineup; the 
parade will start at 10:00.  Bring friends and family! 
See you there. 
 
July 29:  Mule and wagon ride at Barbara and 
Leslie Bond’s ranch. 6:00pm   
 
We will roast our own hotdogs for dinner and roast 
our marshmallows for our s’mores for desserts. 
This is for kids of all ages. Friends are always 
welcome. Parents, you may join your children if 
you’d like. We can caravan out there, I can give 
your children a ride, or I can get you the directions. 
 
See you there!  
 
Lou Ann 
 

Session Minutes 
 

Stewardship and Finance: Financial Report was 

unanimously approved.   

 

Building and Grounds:  Building and Grounds 

member Keith Brock said the tree trimming had been 

completed. He also reported that he will call Elliott Air 

Conditioning to check on the air conditioning system.  

 

Christian Education: Christian Education member 

Lou Ann Cumbie reported good attendance at the 

youth activities, and they will plan to participate in the 

city’s July 4th parade if that is held this year.  

 

Fellowship: Hilary Brennan reported that the 

Fellowship Committee had supplied a meal for the 

family of Bonnie Brown. She also reported that the 

committee will supply a meal for the family of Billy 

Roy Mathews.  

 

Mission and Outreach:  Mission/Outreach 

member Doug Richards reminded Session 

members that his committee is still collecting 

furniture for Care Portal. He also noted that several 

church members are volunteering at The SHOP on 

June 26th to pass out meals for children. 

 

Worship Committee:  Worship Committee 

Chairman Jim Gesin noted that several choir 

members will present special music at the next 

worship service. He also encouraged members to 

continue donating items to the Blessing Box. He 

said food items are needed as well as personal 

items like toothbrushes, soap, shoes and socks.  

 

Session members agreed that Sunday school and 

Bible Study classes will begin again in September 

as long as pandemic concerns have not worsened.  

They also discussed serving communion in August 

by giving congregation members a choice between 

the prepared packets or cubed bread pieces and 

grape juice served by Elders. Session members 

will consider pandemic statistics prior to August 

communion. 

 

The Moderator reported that she had participated 

with other ministers in a community prayer service 

on Tuesday evening at Avondale Baptist Church. 

 

New Business: Session members voted to receive 

Ben Monroe and Kathy Monroe’s membership into 

First Presbyterian Church.   

 

Stewardship - The Blessing of Giving 
 

Psalm 41:1-2 

Blessed is he who has regard for the weak; the 

Lord delivers him in times of trouble. The Lord 

will protect him and preserve his life: he will 

bless him in the land and not surrender him to 

the desire of his foes. 
 

This passage deals with where our hearts are for 

the many needs among God’s people, and the 

blessings in store for those who use their time, 

talents, or gifts to minister to those in need. 

John 13:35 says, “By this all men will know that 

you are my disciples, if you love one another.” We  



 

 

are the disciples of today. Paul echoes the comments 

of the Psalmist when in Galatians 6:9-10 he calls, “Let 

us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper 

time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to 

all people, especially to those who belong to the fam-

ily of believers:. 

There are many instances in Scripture where Jesus 

dropped what He was doing to restore someone. In 

this manner, let us be striving to be more like Jesus 

and to live and work as parts of the Body of Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship June 2020 

 

 
Paula Huckabee and Kallen Moody 

 

 
A Time for Young Disciples 

Kathy Monroe 

Kallen and Averi Moody 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
2020 Financial Report 

 
2020 Budget  $150,492.05 
Needed Monthly  $   12,250.00 
   
Month   Plate & Pledge Expenses 
January $13,058.00  $12,346.79 
February $ 8,858.00  $ 9,884.70 
March  $ 8,526.00  $11,816.59 
April  $14,785.00  $14,035.29 
May  $12,767.00  $10,540.69 
 
Received Year to Date  $57,994.00 
Over (Under)  ($3,249.00) 

 
2020 Noisy Offering 

Designated toward the Ministerial Alliance 
 
Received Year to Date  $638.85 
   ----------------------------------------------- 

2020 Food Pantry 
Designated to Nolan County Food Pantry 

 
Received Year to Date  $940.00 



 

 

 
Dustin, Emily, Owen Hammit 

(Beth was there too.) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

June 2020 Activities 

 

 
 

 

Swim Party at the Country Club 

Presbyterian Kids and Their Friends 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Games and Hot Dogs 

at the Cumbie’s Home 

 

 

Harper Gee, Peyton Gee, Mackenzie Lambert 

Brandie Gee, Carla Lambert, Lou Ann Cumbie, 

Dennis Cumbie, Jarod Gee 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


