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Friends,
Sunday, June 9, we will celebrate the “birthday” of the
church. Pentecost, which is 50 days after Easter, is the
day the Holy Spirit fills the disciples and calls them to
be the church. That day marks the giving of the gift of
the Holy Spirit that fills us with the power, the
intelligence, imagination and love to continue Christ’s
ministry and be the Church wherever we are.
Pentecost is the recognition of what the Holy Spirit
does and continues to do through us. Poet Ann Weems
captured in her poem, “The Church Year “, the work of
this Holy Spirit that breathes through us.
The church is Pentecost.
The Holy Spirit is poured out upon us
and sends us out together
aflame with new life,
inheritors of the wealth of God:
life abundant.
We are liberated from the prisons of pettiness,
jealousy, and greed,
liberated to be the church.
We are freed to free others.
We are affirmed to affirm others.
We are loved to love others.
We are family;
we are community.
We are the church triumphant –
you, me, anyone who would come unto the Lord –
renewed, redirected, empowered
to change things and lives
together in love and wholeness.

We are the Lord’s church,
the church of justice and mercy,
the people sent to open prisons,
to heal the sick
to clothe the naked
to feed the hungry
to reconcile
to be alleluias when there is no music.
The mantle is upon our shoulders.
Joy is apparent in our living.
We have been commissioned to be the church of
Jesus Christ.
Blessings,
Pastor Marie
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Patty Gesin & Richard Gesin
Karen Brown and Gary Brown
DeeAnne McFarland
Doug Richards
Keith Brock

Hoyt Place
We are excited to lead worship every
first Sunday of the month at Hoyt
Place, from 9:00-9:30 a.m.
We will sing,
and hear the Word of God and
share communion.
Come join us in this wonderful
Ministry of fellowship.

Dates to Remember
2
Hoyt Place Worship ~ 9:00am-9:30am
Sunday School~ 9:45am
Worship~ 10:45am Reverse Offering
Communion Class of 2019
5
Presbyterian Women~ 11:30am~ Bigg’s Pizza
Plarning~ 1:00pm~3:00pm
6
Over the Hill Bunch~11:30am~ Heff’s
9
Day of Pentecost~ Wear Red
Sunday School ~ 9:45am
Worship ~ 10:45am Pentecost Offering
12 Children &Youth meet at Library~ 10:00am
Plarning~ 1:00pm-3:00pm
13 Over the Hill Bunch~11:30am~Skeet’s
16 Happy Father’s Day
Sunday School~ 9:45am
Worship~ 10:45am
19 Plarning~ 1:00pm-3:00pm
Session ~ 5:30pm
20 Over the Hill Bunch~11:30am~Pizza Hut
Children &Youth~ Adventure Cove~ Abilene
21 The SHOP~ 10:30~ 12:15pm
23 Sunday School~9:45am
Worship~ 10:45am
26 Plarning~ 1:00pm-3:00pm
27 Over the Hill Bunch ~11:30am~Whataburger
30 Sunday School~9:45am
Worship~ 10:45am Noisy Offering

1
8
9
10
11
13
14
17
19

20
21
23
29
30

Dayla Graham
Tatum Maxwell Hill
Kirsten Elliott Burson
Amanda Wilburn Fullwood
Alice Westacott
Brandie Gee
Jody Moody
Shelby Cason
Lloyd Rasco
Hilary Brennan
Paula Carmichael
Doloras Berryhill
Ryan Moore
Doug Richards
Guy Bond
Michelle Boswell
Jo Thompson
Matt Gesin
Peggy Elliott
Tiffany Rotan

Presbyterian Women will meet at 11:30am
Wednesday June 5th at Bigg’s Pizza.

Pentecost June 9th
Wear read on June 9th as we celebrate the gift
of the Holy Spirit and the birthday of the
church. We will be collecting the Pentecost
offering on the 9th.
A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the church
encourage, develop, and support its young people,
and also address the needs of at-risk children.
40% of the Pentecost offering can be retained
by individual congregations wanting to make
an impact in the lives of young people within
their own community. The remaining 60% is
used to support ministries of the Presbyterian
Mission Agency: Young Adult Volunteers,
Ministries for Youth, Children-at-Risk, Pentecost
Offering Financials

Envelopes will be in the pews: Checks made
out to FPC~ memo line Pentecost offering.

Our church will be participating in The
SHOP Summer lunch program on Friday,
July 21st. This program provides lunches
for all school aged kids pre-K Thru 12th. Kids
are served lunch Monday- Friday during the
entire summer rotating between fun
activities. Kids not only get fed physically,
but spiritually, emotionally, and mentally as
well.

We need 8-10 volunteers to help serve, and we
will be providing homemade cookies. If you
can volunteer, please let Doug Richards know
or call the church office. If you would like to
make cookies, please have them to the church
by Wednesday, June 19th.

Summer is a busy time for vacations, time
for family and hopefully some time to relax.
We want to remind you of the vast resources
available that are available on any of your
devices. There are specific videos in the First
Presbyterian Library. Let us hear from you if
you have viewed a video that was helpful or
meaningful to you. We will add it to the
library so others can view it also.
Sunday School is continuing to meet each
Sunday and are studying the book of Ruth
using the Right Now Media video Love
Story~ David Platt. Bible study will begin
again in the fall.

Update
Kathleen Campbell Wilson
86 Montana Lane
Spring Lake, NC 28390

June 12 Meet at the Library at 10:00. After the
Space Activity, we will head back to church for
popsicles.
June 20: We are going to Adventure Cove
(Water Park) in Abilene. We will have lunch
there and spend a couple hours. More details
to follow later.
We are looking forward to fun summer activities
with you!
LouAnn and Cayley

Stewardship - The Measure of Giving
1 Corinthians 16:2
On the first day of every week, each one of you
should set aside a sum of money in keeping
with his income, saving it up, so that when I
come no collections will have to be made.
By Tim Mackie
(College & Youth Adult)
There is also a wealth of good quality videos
for children and youth you can share with
your children or grandchildren.
Remember you are welcome to share this
with family members and friends. The sign
up link is on the website,
www.fpcsweetwater.org

In his letter to the Corinthians, Paul emphasizes
the need to be purposeful in routinely and systematically saving for God’s work. He asks that
each one in the church of Corinth set aside a sum
of money the first day of the week for later distribution to the church in Jerusalem. By taking this
approach (instead of making a massive effort at
the last minute), Paul made it easier for the
church to achieve its goals. Paul also wanted the
church in Corinth to be proactive in their giving.
Their earnest desire to contribute to God’s work

would be demonstrated by setting aside a sum of
money before he arrived…not after.
Finally, Paul was giving a personal challenge to each
believer. He asked each individual to examine their
income and give accordingly. In the same way, Christ
challenges us not only to give our money, but also our
time and talents.
We can examine the gifts God has given us and give
back in a purposeful, proactive, and personal way.
First Presbyterian Church
2019 Financial Report
2019 Budget
Needed Monthly
Month
January
February
March
April

$161,526.05
$ 12,584.00

Plate & Pledge
$ 12,620.00
$ 10,369.00
$ 11,498.00
$ 11,434.00

Received Year to Date
Over (Under) Budget

Expenses
$12,203.06
$ 9,389.05
$ 8,867.57
$10,216.97

$45,921.00
$ (4,415.00)

2019 Noisy Offering
Designated toward the Ministerial Alliance
Received Year to Date
$582.23
----------------------------------------------2019 Food Pantry
Designated to Nolan County Food Pantry
Received Year to Date

$235.00

Session Minutes
Stewardship and Finance: Financial Report was
unanimously approved.
Triennial Visit: Marie Mickey introduced Reverend
Doug House and Reverend Dana Mayfield, who were
attending the meeting for the Palo Duro Presbytery
Formation Committee. Doug House was moderator.
Reverend House asked Session to give a few examples
of programs that were going right at FPC. Session
gave the following examples: fellowship lunches, pool

gatherings, blessing of Interim Pastor, growth and
improvements inside and outside, Adult Sunday
School and Children’s Evening Activities, Right
Now Media Program, Plarning Program Mission,
Reverse Offering for Nolan County Food Pantry,
service at Hoyt House on first Sunday of every
month, Care Portal Mission, Noisy Offering for
Ministerial Alliance, benefit of Trust Fund for
building Columbarium, and donation by Richard
and Patty Gesin for rod iron construction on
Columbarium fence.
Reverend House asked how Presbytery has helped
and may help in the future. Peggy Elliott explained
that Reverend Scott Campbell and the Presbytery
have been very helpful to the Pastor Nominating
Committee (PNC) by forwarding names of potential
applicants. Presbytery was very instrumental in
correcting an unfortunate website issue for the
PNC. Reverend House explained that Reverend
Campbell is in the process of visiting churches
through out the Presbytery and is filling the pulpit
during the visits. FPC will be contacted for a visit.
Building and Grounds:
Gutters have been cleaned out. Internet has been
switched to Suddenlink. Knight Carpet has been
contacted for a bid to replace the carpet in the
Secretary’s Office as well as the Pastor’s Study.
Contact information for the Police Department for
emergencies was discussed. Gary Brown agreed to
be the contact person and will be contacting the
Police Department to give them his telephone
number. His telephone number will also be added
to the FPC Website for emergency calls.
Columbarium:
Garden Committee reported that the brick work has
been completed on the Columbarium, and the 12”
by 12” niches will be installed this week. Red Texas
Granite will adorn the front of the niches.
A motion by the Garden Committee was made that
Donella Parker shall have authorization to
purchase urns for inurning cremains in the niches
and begin accepting applications from anyone
interested in inurnment in the Columbarium. The
motion was unanimously approved.
The current one-time fee for the right of inurnment
in the Columbarium is $2,000 per niche. The fee
includes up to 2 urns, all costs directly associated
with inurnment, inscription of names and dates,
and perpetual care of the Columbarium.

According to the Columbarium Rules, Policies and
Regulations, “each niche in the Columbarium shall
have the capacity of 2 urns. To purchase a niche, an
eligible person should obtain a Columbarium packet
from the Church Office; this packet contains a copy of
the Columbarium Rules, Policies and Regulations, and
all applicable forms.” “When the application is
approved by Session, the applicant (“Owner”) will be
issued a Certificate of Right of Inurnment
(“Certificate”).
Mission and Outreach:
Reverend Mickey reported that June 9th is Pentecost
Sunday. A special Pentecost Offering will be available
during the Sunday Service. Reverend Mickey reminded
Session that 40% of the Pentecost Offering stays in the
Sweetwater community.
Session was reminded that FPC has signed up to
provide and serve a meal at noon on June 21st at the
“Shop” for school aged children. Pizza will be served
along with cookies. Anyone wishing to donate cookies
for the mission may bring cookies to FPC.
Moderator’s Report: Reverend Mickey reported that
Emmanuel Fellowship Church has purchased a house
to be used for a “LifeHouse”. LifeHouse is a
nonprofit community outreach ministry of Emmanuel
Fellowship Church in connection with the Sweetwater
Ministerial Alliance, meeting the spiritual, emotional
and physical needs of individuals and families in Nolan
County.
The LifeHouse will offer financial benevolence
screening and assistance, financial stewardship
counseling, chemical dependence counseling, life
coaching, celebrate recovery classes, parenting classes,
life skills classes, connections with local pastors ready
to meet, and emergent short-term housing for
individuals or families facing displacement.
Emmanuel Fellowship Church and the Sweetwater
Ministerial Alliance are in the process of naming
Board Members. Funds will be needed for operating
expenses and maintenance of the facility.

Greetings from Dorian, Amy and Alice
Westacott from San Antonio
Amy, Alice and I are settling in well in San
Antonio. Alice loves going to baby time at
the library, and the aquarium at the zoo.

Senior Sunday

Rev. Marie Mickey and Annisa McCollom

Boo Nemir presented Bible from the
Presbyterian Women to Annisa

Vision 2020 Progress

Plarning

Lea Cleveland took sleeping mats and
carrying bags/purses to Dignidad in San
Angelo on Thursday May 16.

