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The mission of our church is to make disciples for Jesus Christ 

Our vision is to be an oasis of God’s love. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

"He will cover you with his feathers, and under his 

wings you will find refuge." - Psalm 91:4 

An article in National Geographic several years ago 

provided a penetrating picture of God's great love 

for us. After a forest fire in Yellowstone National 

Park, forest rangers began their hike up a mountain 

to assess the inferno's damage. One ranger found a 

bird literally petrified in ashes, perched stiffly on 

the ground at the base of a tree. 

Somewhat sickened by the eerie sight, he knocked 

over the bird with a stick. When he gently struck it, 

three tiny chicks scurried from under their dead 

mother's wings. The loving mother, keenly aware of 

impending disaster, had carried her offspring to the 

base of the tree and had gathered them under her 

wings, instinctively knowing that the toxic smoke 

would rise. 

She could have flown to safety but refused to 

abandon her babies. When the blaze had arrived and 

the heat had scorched her small body, the mother 

had remained steadfast. 

Because she had been willing to die, those under 

the cover of her wings would live. 

As we move through Easter season, when we picture 

God’s great love for each of us, I hope this image 

comes to our minds and we remember how cared for 

we are and how we are to care for others. 

Blessings, 

Kathy 

 

 

 

 

 
Dates to Remember 

1    Hoyt Place Worship 

      Adult Sunday School~ 9:45am 

      Worship~ 10:45am Reverse Offering 

      Communion Class of 2024 

      All Children and Youth~ 5:00pm-6:30pm 

8    Happy Mother’s Day 

      Adult Sunday School~ 9:45am 

      Worship ~ 10:45am 

11   Presbyterian Women~ Noon 

15   Adult Sunday School~ 9:45am 

       Worship~ 10:45am~ Senior Sunday 

        Presentation of Bible to Katie Reed 

        All are invited to a meal after worship  

        which will be provided. 

18    Session Meeting~ 5:30pm 

22    Adult Sunday School~ 9:45am 

        Worship~ 10:45am 

         Sweetwater Baccalaureate~4:00pm 

               Broadway Baptist Church  

        All Children and Youth~ 4:30pm  

               Meet at Hoyt Place 

29     Adult Sunday School~ 9:45am 

        Worship~ 10:45am    Noisy Offering 

30    Memorial Day Holiday~ Church Office Closed 
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3 Katie Reed 

4 Elissa Stroman 

5 Grant Howe 

8 Kenny Maxwell 

9 Chelsea Wilburn 

11 Jean Herring 

12 Linda Rasco 

13 Dennis Cumbie 

 Pat Foy 

14 Stephanie Wiele 

 Harper Gee 

15 Caleb Reed 

16 Irene Ludlum 

17 Zach Wilcox 

18 Alan Carmichael 

22 Callie Boswell 

23 Dana McElroy 

24 Tanner Crain 

28 Ruthann Campbell 

 Rob Elliott 

31 Owen Hammit 

 

 

 

 
 
Presbyterian Women will meet Wednesday,  
May 11th at noon in the fellowship hall. 
 
Lunch will be provided. Please RSVP  
to Sherie Alldredge at 325-721-3339 
 
We will study Chapters 8 & 9 of our study, What My 
Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning from the 
Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus. 
 

 
Remember: The Presbyterian Women Brick project 
is an ongoing fund-raising project, and we will  
continue to take orders. There are order forms 
available in the church office. 
 
 
 

 

You are invited to 
bring cards of congratulations for our 
graduating Senior, Katie Reed. 

 

Senior Sunday will be May 15th and all 
are invited to lunch after worship which 
will be provided.  

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
We need volunteers to help serve at  

The SHOP on Monday, June 6th from  

11:00am-2:00pm. 
 

If you can volunteer, please call or email the 

church office: 235-5491,  

fpcsweetwater@gmail.com 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Dear Church Members, 
 

We would like to take this time to offer our thanks 

to you for your continued support to our food 

pantry. 
 

Your efforts are very much appreciated and 

because of you, we are able to reach out to many 

local families in need. 
 

The things we are able to do are a direct result of 

your generosity. Thank you so much for all you do. 
 

Respectfully and God bless each and every one of 

you. 
 

Sheila Burnett 

Sweetwater-Nolan County Welfare Association 
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Opportunities to Give 
 

 
Thanks to Paul and Sylvia Addison from 

Highland Village for their generous donation to 

our Blessing Box Ministry. 

 
 

 
 

Noisy Offering is collected the last Sunday of 

the month separate from the regular offering. 

Currently the Noisy Offering money is helping 

support the Nolan County Ministerial  

Alliance.  
 
 

 
 
 

Collections for the Nolan County Food Pantry 

are collected through Reverse Offering.  Items 

are provided from the collection plate on the first 

Sunday of each month. 

 
 

 
 

Clothes Closet Highland Heights United 
Methodist Church 1801 Lamar is beginning 
a Clothes Closet ministry.  They are accept-
ing clothes from 9am-Noon on Mondays and 
Thursdays.  You can call 235-2454 for more 
information.  
 

 
The Sweetwater House of Peace  
The S.H.O.P. has established multiple programs 
that seek to rebuild the community by 
comprehensively influencing the lives of 
children, youth, and their families. 
 
Donations can be mailed to:    

The SHOP   
PO Box 117 Sweetwater, TX 79556 
 

 

 
Nurture Nolan was created to provide 

dignity and hope to every child removed from 

their home in Nolan County, Texas due to 

abuse or neglect. We are collecting diapers, 

baby wipes and stuffed animals. You may 

leave donated items in box in Becky’s Office.  



The school year and our regular 
Sunday children/youth groups are winding down for 
the year. I will be planning the Summer Fun 
activities soon. May is always fast and furious with 
all of the school activities. 
 
May 1:  5- 6:30 Children and Youth meet for our 
bible study and our annual Earth Day activity 
(cleaning up around the church grounds).  We are 
a week late due to the weather. 
 
May 15:  Senior Sunday!  We are celebrating Katie 
Reed!  Kids will participate in the serviced today, 
and we will have a luncheon afterwards. 
 
May 22:  4:30 Children and Youth Service Project: 
Meet on the front steps on Hoyt Place.  Please 
wear your mask as we visit. 
 

 

Session Minutes 

 
Stewardship and Finance: Financial Report was 

unanimously approved.  Session members approved 

amending the budget to cover future Buffalo Gap dues 

of $1,607.42 per year. The Treasurer noted that Church 

Mutual insurance contract expires June 30th. Gary 

Brown will contact Church Mutual about the price of 

renewal. Keith Brock agreed to perform the annual 

audit of the checkbook and statements for 2021.  
 

Building and Grounds:  Gary Brown and Keith Brock 

of the Building and Grounds Committee reported that 

Lone Star will be doing fertilizing work on the 

grounds. Repairs were made to the cameras. Gary and 

Keith have been making repairs on some of the church 

pews. Session approved a motion to have an Abilene 

refinishing business repair four pews at a cost of 

$1,600.00.  
 

Fellowship: Gayle Biggerstaff of the Fellowship 

Committee informed members that a luncheon would 

be held following Worship Service on May 15th to 

honor graduating senior Katie Reed. The Fellowship 

committee will be serving refreshments following the 

SHS Baccalaureate Service on May 22nd at Broadway 

Baptist Church. 

 

Mission and Outreach:  Session members agreed to 

supply workers on Monday, June 6th, for The 

SHOP Summer Program.  

 

Moderator’s Report:  The Moderator will take 

vacation days on Sunday, June 12th and Sunday, 

June 19th, and will contact a replacement for her on 

those days. 
 

 

 

 

Stewardship 
 
Genesis 9:1-3, 16-17 (Noah, the aftermath of the 
flood and the rainbow) 
 
Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to 
them, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill 
the earth. 2 The fear and dread of you will fall on 
all the beasts of the earth, and on all the birds in 
the sky, on every creature that moves along the 
ground, and on all the fish in the sea; they are 
given into your hands. 3 Everything that lives and 
moves about will be food for you. Just as I gave 
you the green plants, I now give you everything. 
16 Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, 
I will see it and remember the everlasting 
covenant between God and all living creatures of 
every kind on the earth.” 17 So God said to Noah, 
“This is the sign of the covenant I have 
established between me and all life on the earth.” 
 
This story is another reminder of God’s generous 
provision to humanity. God provides for our basic 
needs and also establishes an everlasting 
covenant with us. Our response must be one of 
gratitude and generosity for this abundant 
provision. We can be inspired by the image of the 
rainbow and the reminder that God will provide 
for us, so we are called to respond generously to 
provide for the needs of others through 
stewardship. 

 

 



First Presbyterian Church 

2022 Financial Report 

2022 Budget $143,931.25 

Year to Date Totals 

Plate & Pledge $26,794.00 

Dividends and Other 

Contributions 
$2,489.25 

Expenses -$37,124.80 

Total -$7,841.55 

 

2022 Noisy Offering 

Designated to the Ministerial Alliance 

Received Year to Date $403.69 

 

2022 Food Pantry 

Designated to the Nolan County Food Pantry 

Received Year to Date $280.00 

 

 

Palm Sunday ~ Youth Service 

 

 

    Acolytes~ Harper Gee & Brynlee Scott 

 

 

 

 
Call to Worship~ Brandie Gee 

 

 

Assurance of Pardon~ Harper Gee 

 

 



 

 
Prayer of Illumination ~ Caden Wilburn 

 

 
        Scripture Readings~ Brynlee Scott 

 

 
 

 

 
Pastor Kathy Monroe 



 
Mackenzie Lambert, Peyton Gee, Kallen Moody, 

Caden Wilburn 

 
 

Harper Gee, Averi Moody, Brynlee Scott 

 

Easter Sunday 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 
Making Mother’s Day Cards 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Caden Wilburn! 

 

The Highland Hornet boys golf team com-

peted in the Regional Golf tournament where 

they placed 3rd and will now advance to the 

State Championship Golf Tournament.  
 

They will play in Kyle, Texas on May 9th and 

10th.  
 

We appreciate all of your prayers for safe 

travels and the words of encouragement!  
 

The Highland Hornet golf team is made up of 

Levi Muncy (senior), Brayden Boil (sopho-

more), Ben Spaulding (sophomore), Ty Muncy 

(freshman), and Caden Wilburn (freshman). 

They are coached by Ben Smith.  

 

 

 

 
 

 


