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The mission of our church is to make disciples for Jesus Christ 

Our vision is to be an oasis of God’s love. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

When the Golden Rule Isn't Enough - 

Mother's Day 
 

                                                        John 15: 9-17 

Today, as I think of starting my second month here 

at FPC Sweetwater, I am ready to be about my Fa-

ther’s business.  I am also remembering that this 

month we honor our moms. Not everybody can be a 

mom, but everyone at some time in their life has had 

a mom, and at that time our mom was the most im-

portant person in our world. Some of us had moms 

who made great sacrifices in our behalf. We are pro-

foundly grateful for that. So this month we honor 

our moms. 

It’s not easy being a mom. Here are some examples 

of some mothers and things they could have said: 

Humpty Dumpty’s mother: “Humpty, if I’ve told 

you once, I’ve told you a hundred times not to sit on 

that wall. But would you listen to me? Noooo!” 

 

 

 

 

 

Christopher Columbus’ mother: “I don’t care 

what you’ve discovered, Christopher. You still 

could have written!” 
 

Michelangelo’s mother: “Mike, can’t you paint 

on walls like other children? Do you have any 

idea how hard it is to get that stuff off the ceil-

ing?” 

Jonah’s mother: “That’s a nice story, but now 

tell me where you’ve really been for the last 

three days.” 

It’s not easy being a mom. Moms always love 

us, no matter what! 

John 15:12-17 
 

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved 

you. Now remain in my love. If you keep my 

commands, you will remain in my love, just as I 

have kept my Father’s commands and remain in 

his love. I have told you this so that my joy may 

be in you and that your joy may be complete. My 

command is this: Love each other as I have loved 

you . . .”  

In this passage, Jesus trumps the Golden Rule. 

We are not simply to love our neighbor as we 

love our self; we are to love our neighbor as Je-

sus loves us. That’s a different and much more 

difficult standard. 

You see, our own human love is always condi-

tional, transient, and selective. Today we may 
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love someone because he or she is simply lovable or 

perhaps because they act lovable toward us. 

Often we only love those people who are like us 

who share our background, our status, our values; 

who are talented and gifted and dress appropri-

ately.  Jesus’ love, on the other hand is for all peo-

ple. And it is sacrificial. 

We see that kind of love sometimes in those who 

care for the aged and the dying. There was a beauti-

ful story in Reader’s Digest recently. It was written 

by a woman in Rhode Island. She wrote that only 

three times in her whole life did she see her father 

cry. 

The first time she saw him cry was when she was 

seven. His mother, her grandmother died. 

The second time she saw him cry was at the airport 

when her brother departed for Vietnam. 

The third time she saw her father cry was when he 

was in his 80s. Her mother, in late-stage Alz-

heimer’s, resided in a nursing home. Her father had 

visited her mother, his much-beloved wife, daily for 

ten years except for three months when he broke his 

foot. 

After his foot healed, he returned to the nursing 

home. It seemed like such a long time since he had 

seen his beloved wife. He said, “I thought Mother 

forgot me, but when she saw me, she smiled and 

said, ‘I love you.’” Then, his daughter said, her fa-

ther sobbed. 

Some of you understand those tears. We know a lit-

tle bit of what it means to love as Jesus’ loved. We 

love those closest to us like that. The question is, 

can we enlarge that circle of love? That is what 

Christ is asking us to do. 

Let us try…. 

 Kathy 

 

 

Dates to Remember   
17 Worship Service~ 10:45am (Tentative) 

20 Session Meeting~ 5:30pm   (Tentative) 

 

Becky will be back in the office Monday, May 4 

For regular office hours Mon.-Fri. 9am-12pm 
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Presbyterian Women will not meet, however, 
Lessons 7 - 9 of Love Carved in Stone DVD 
now available for free! 
 

Visit PW’s YouTube channel to access the 
videos. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://presbyterianwomeninthepcusainc.cmail19.com/t/t-l-nkljrky-drvldpi-r/


 
There are opportunities on Right Now Media for 

study for adults and children. 
 

Remember you can still sign up and you are 

welcome to share this with family members 

and friends. The sign up link is on the website, 

www.fpcsweetwater.org 

 

 
 

 Updates 

 

Linda Duncan 

linda@thestoragestore.net 

 
Winnie Ruth Liner  

325-692-2600 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Reminder: Offerings can be mailed to P.O. Box 956 
or drop by the church office.  
 
There will also be the noisy offering bucket on the 
table to put your loose change.  If you mail in your 
noisy offering donation, make the check out to First 
Presbyterian Church, memo line-Noisy Offering.   
 
You can also bring items for the food pantry.   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Stewardship - The Blessing of Giving 
 

Proverbs 11:24-25 

One man gives freely, yet gains even more; an-

other withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. A 

generous man will prosper; he who refreshes oth-

ers will himself be refreshed. 

 

Have you been a blessing to others by not only 

giving financially, but also by giving of your time 

and talent? Giving either financially or by volun-

teering your services comes from the heartfelt 

giving.  

Giving of our treasures, our time, and our talents 

must always be in humble obedience to our Lord. 

Let us come to the Lord, eager to refresh others 

through our generosity, thereby being refreshed 

ourselves. 
 

Be in constant prayer for direction, courage and 

faith. Experience the blessing of giving.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
2020 Financial Report 

 
2020 Budget  $150,492.05 
Needed Monthly  $   12,250.00 
   
Month   Plate & Pledge Expenses 
January $13,058.00  $12,346.79 
February $ 8,858.00  $ 9,884.70 
March  $ 8,526.00  $11,816.59 
 
Received Year to Date  $30,442.00 
Over (Under)  ($6,301.00) 

2020 Noisy Offering 
Designated toward the Ministerial Alliance 

 
Received Year to Date  $297.51 
   ----------------------------------------------- 

2020 Food Pantry 
Designated to Nolan County Food Pantry 

 
Received Year to Date  $820.00 
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Our weekly time together is pending 

due to the Corona Virus.  As soon as everything is 

lifted and church starts back up, so are we!  I am 

very anxious to get back together with all of you!  I 

will still make my weekly visits to each house 

(social distancing in the yard) and continue to leave 

the church bulletins each week.  Prayers that 

everyone stays safe and healthy! I am hoping we 

are all back together very soon.  I will be sending 

you texts to update you!  I miss you all! 
 

LouAnn 
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Arleen Kennedy 


