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The mission of our church is to make disciples for Jesus Christ 

Our vision is to be an oasis of God’s love. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Everyday Spirituality in Lent 
 

The season of Lent, challenges us to explore the 
question of spiritual balance.  How do we acknowledge 
the good work of God in our lives when our lives may 
feel too chaotic and overwhelming? We could be like 
Julian of Norwich. She lived most of her adult life as an 
anchoress-which meant living her life literally sealed in a 
dwelling that was attached to the wall of a church. She 
could look into the church interior, and she had an 
outside window for food deliver and visitors. But she 
lived this way in order to devote herself to prayer and 
reflection- completely rejecting the world. Avoidance 
sometimes looks appealing but doesn’t provide us with 
practical means nor a healthy spirituality.  
 

We could be like Simeon the Stylite. He was the first 
“pillar hermit.” For Simeon and others in the early 
church there was considerable concern that worldly 
concerns took priority over spiritual development and 
growth.  These Christians reacted by withdrawing to a 
life of poverty, chastity, and separation. Simeon left his 
home and family and began a lifelong pursuit of God. He 
lived in a monastery, lived in the desert and also spent 3 
decades living atop pillars that ranged from 6ft to 60ft 
above the ground. It was his attempt to escape the 
distractions of the world to grow in his spirituality.   
 
The question we ask ourselves is what should an “ideal 
spiritual life should look like?”  What requirements have 
we established for our own spiritual life?  Such as: I have 
to do _____ before I can really know God (go to church 
regularly, read my bible every day, study more, be in 
silent prayer, do good things…) Paul’s letter to the 
Ephesians says, “You who were far away have been 
brought near through the blood of Christ.” The Good  
News of the Gospel is that our relationship with God has 
already been established; the price is already paid.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All we need to do is come/see/ and be present with 
the God that is near to us. Maybe instead of setting 
up the barriers or the hoops through which we think 
we must jump, we can look at where God is already 
present in our lives, or attune ourselves to seeing 
God in our daily activities. Barbra Brown Taylor in 
her book, Altar in the World: A Geography of Faith. 
“Prayer, is waking up to the presence of God no 
matter where I am or what I am doing. When I am 
fully alert to whatever or whoever is right in front of 
me; when I am electrically aware of the tremendous 
gift of being alive; when I am able to give myself 
wholly to the moment I am in, then I am in prayer. 
Prayer is happening, and it is not necessarily 
something that I am doing. God is happening, and I 
am lucky enough to know that I am in the Midst.” 
Taylor, in her book, suggests the hanging of her 
laundry on the line is her prayer; with every piece of 
clothing going up, it becomes a different prayer 
request. Others have noted this when washing 
dishes, enjoying the sunset, or savoring the 
moments of joy in their daily activities and routines.  
 

Our spiritual life doesn’t have to have some 
prescription or format in order to be a “good 
Christian,” but it does take intentionality and pause. 
If we reorient our lives so that even our daily 
activities are gifts and moments with God, our 
whole life becomes then one conversation, one 
deepening relationship with God. Brother Lawrence, 
once said, “Our Sanctification does not depend upon 
changing our works, but in doing that for God’s sake 
which we commonly do for our own.” May all that 
you do be continual prayer to God this Lent.   

 
Blessings, 

Pastor Marie 

1311 McCaulley Office hours: M ~ F, 9:00 am ~12:00pm         website:  www.fpcsweetwater.org 
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Breaking Chains Women’s Event 
March 2   10am-2pm  Nolan County Coliseum 

 
As women in a busy and fallen world we shackle 
ourselves down with many links creating a heavy 
chain. This free event for ages 16 and up is geared 
towards starting or deeping your relationship with 
God, and breaking those chains. Join us for the 2nd 
annual "Breaking Chains Event" with 2 powerful 
speakers, food, and prizes! Childcare will be provided 
at the S.H.O.P for those that need it. We look forward 
to worshiping and serving together. 

You can register by going to Facebook page 
2nd Annual Breaking Chains Event 

 
 

 
 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper is scheduled 
for 6:00pm on March 5, 2019 in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Pancakes, bacon, juice and 
coffee will be prepared and served.    
  
 

 
 

Ash Wednesday Service will be Wednesday 
March 6    6:00pm in the chapel. 

 
 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember 

 
3     Hoyt Place Worship ~ 9:00am-9:30am 

       Sunday School~ 9:45am 

       Worship~ 10:45am Reverse Offering 

       Communion Class of 2019 

       All Children & Youth Meet at Hoyt Place      

             5:00pm 

4     Bible Study~ 6:15pm~Fellowship Hall  

5     Shrove Pancake Supper~ 6:00pm 

6     Plarning~ 1:00pm~3:00pm 

       Ash Wednesday Service~ 6:00pm  

7     Over the Hill Bunch~11:30am~ Dairy Queen 

       Choir Practice~ 5:30pm 

10   Daylight Savings Time Begins 

        First Sunday in Lent 

        Sunday School ~ 9:45am   

        Worship ~ 10:45am 

13    Plarning~ 1:00pm-3:00pm 

14    Over the Hill Bunch~11:30am~Buck’s 

        Choir Practice~ 5:30pm 

17    Second Sunday in Lent 

        Sunday School~ 9:45am 

        Worship~ 10:45am 

        Middle School & High School~ Meet  

                     after church 

20     Plarning~ 1:00pm-3:00pm 

         Session ~ 5:30pm 

21     Over the Hill Bunch~11:30am~ Heff’s 

         Choir Practice~ 5:30pm 

24     Third Sunday in Lent 

         Sunday School~9:45am 

         Worship~ 10:45am 

         Middle School & High School~ Meet  

                     after church 

27    Plarning~ 1:00pm-3:00pm 

28    Over the Hill Bunch ~11:30am~Skeet’s 

        Choir Practice~ 5:30pm 

31    Fourth Sunday in Lent 

        Sunday School~9:45am 

        Worship~ 10:45am 

         Noisy Offering 

         Little Ones & IBKs~ 5:00pm~6:00pm 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



     

 March 

1 Robert Hampton 

 Chris Maxwell 

2 Peyton Gee 

3 Marina Wilcox 

5 Leslie Bond 

6 Ann Shirley 

9 Kim Cason 

10 Major Briggs 

11 Tracey Smola 

 Nancy Spillers 

12 Jeannette Bryant 

16 Jeff Stein 

19 Dane Bennett 

25 Amy Westacott 

27 Beth Maxwell 

30 Bill Brock 

 Kallen Moody 

  

  

 

 

 

 
3        Keith Brock 

10      Donella Parker and DeeAnne McFarland 

17      Karen Brown and Gary Brown 

24      Patty Gesin and Richard Gesin 

31      Doug Richards 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bible Study will meet Monday, March 4, 6:15pm 
in the fellowship hall. We are beginning a study 
on Revelation using the Right Now Media study, 
Revelation-The Hope of Glory by David 
Platt. We will finish the first video segment on 
Monday which covers chapter 1. You can find 
the video under the First Presbyterian Library- 
Bible Study and we will take up where we left 
off at minute 16 of his presentation.  
 
Food will be provided. Donations to help cover 
the cost of the food will be appreciated. Please 
RSVP to church office 235-5491 or 
secfpc@att.net so enough food is provided.  
 

 

 
 

Presbyterian Women will not meet in March 

due to the Ash Wednesday service.  

They will meet on April 3 at 5:15pm, and will 

continue our study, “Noah Built His Ark In the 

Sunshine, Chapter 13. 

 

 

 
 
March 3: 5:00   Little Ones, IBKs, Middle 

School, and High School  
Meet at Hoyt Place to visit and pass out 

cards.   

March 17 Middle School and High School 
meet after church  

March 24 Middle School and High School 
meet after church.  

March 31 5:00-6:00 Little Ones and IBKs  

Hoyt Place 

We are excited to lead worship every  

first Sunday of the month at Hoyt Place, 

from 9:00-9:30 a.m.  We will sing,  

and hear the Word of God and  

share communion. 

Come join us in this wonderful  

Ministry of fellowship. 
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Session Minutes 
 

Stewardship and Finance: Financial Report was 

unanimously approved. The FPC Special Account will 

be closed by transferring the remaining $7,440.99 into 

the General Fund.  The FPC Special Account was 

previously used for payment of the Youth Director, 

which is now being paid through the General Fund. 
 

Building and Grounds:  The wiring from the Sanctuary 

to the Fellowship hall to be used for the television and 

speakers will be checked. 

Alan Carmichael gave the first reading of the Terms for 

the Columbarium, which he had prepared.  He reported 

that the Columbarium Committee will be comprised of 

the Pastor, 1 Ruling Elder, and 2 congregational 

members, which must be approved by Session and 

Congregation.  The committee will have term limits 

with a required 1 year off before serving another term.  

Eligibility for interment in the Columbarium is to be a 

member of FPC or a family member of an FPC 

member.  The cost of a niche, urns and inscriptions, 

(each niche will accommodate 2 urns) will be in the 

amount of $2,000.00.  If the church ever closes in the 

future, the remains in the Columbarium will be 

returned to family members.       
 

Christian Education  

“Right Now Media” is up and running, and twenty 

persons have signed up.  It is being used in Sunday 

School and response is positive. Dorian is planning to 

have a meeting for anyone wanting help to register and 

navigate the program.   
 

Fellowship Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper is 

scheduled on March 5, 2019 in the Fellowship Hall.  

Pancakes, bacon, juice and coffee will be prepared and 

served.     
 

Mission and Outreach:   

Karen Brown announced that 1 set of twin mattresses 

has been delivered to CPS for the Care Portal.    
 

Worship Committee:  It was announced that Ash 

Wednesday Services will be held in the Chapel at 6:00 

p.m. on Wednesday, March 6, 2019.        
 

Moderator’s Report: Reverend Mickey announced that 

the Parables of Jesus will be the lectionary during 

Lenten services.  Devotionals for Lent will be available 

for members.   

 

New Business: Alan Carmichael announced that he is 

planning to attend an Austin Seminary 17 Hour 

Program to become a Commissioned Ruling Elder.  He 

is in the process of getting approval from Palo Duro 

Committee of Ministry and will be seeking approval 

from Session.   

 

Stewardship - The Joy of Giving 
 

2 Chronicles 24:10 

All the officials and all the people brought 

their contributions gladly, dropping them into 

the chest until it was full. 
 

Joash reigned for 40 years over Judah. One of the 

central accomplishments of Joash’s rule was the 

reconstruction of the temple in Jerusalem. Joash 

had a heart to see God’s house rebuilt and so he 

challenged the people of Judah to give sacrificially 

to its repair. And the people of God really re-

sponded. They gave gladly and more than enough 

money was raised to not only reconstruct the 

temple, but also to replace the articles of worship 

within the temple. 

What is the condition of our heart when we, as 

Christians, give our gifts to the Lord? Do we re-

joice and thank God for all He has done for us? Or, 

do we give our gifts because it’s expected? Does 

God get the money leftover r after we pay for gro-

ceries, bills, and fun money? Or, because of our 

circumstances, do we think we cannot give at all? 

Examine your heart and search for your true mo-

tivation for giving. Remember, the Lord loves a 

cheerful heart when giving to His Kingdom’s 

work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
2019 Financial Report 

 

2019 Budget  $161,526.05 
Needed Monthly  $   12,584.00 
   
Month   Plate & Pledge
 Expenses 
January $ 12,620.00 
 $12,203.06 
 

Received Year to Date  $12,620.00 
Over (Under) Budget $ 36.00 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children and Youth Leading Worship 
 

 
Peyton Gee, Caden Wilburn, Katie Reed 

 

 
 

 
Dorian Westacott giving a demonstration 

about the resources from the Right Now 

Media Program during Valentine Lunch. 
 

Children Activities February 2019 

 
Peyton Gee and Harper Gee 

 
Harper Gee, Emily Hammit, 

Brynlee Scott, Peyton Gee 

2019 Noisy Offering 
Designated toward the Ministerial 

Alliance 
 

Received Year to Date  $198.67 
----------------------------------------------- 

2019 Food Pantry 
Designated to Nolan County Food Pantry 

 
Received Year to Date  $65.00 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Vision 2020 

Plans are underway in the garden  

for the Columbarium  

 
 

 
Plans are displayed in the narthex.  

 

 
 

 


