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Christmas Season is my very favorite time of year.
It seems that people are a little more kind and have
a little more compassion. I love everything about
it, the lights, the carols, the way it makes people
feel. My favorite movie of all time is, “It’s a
Wonderful Life”.
My hope for this Christmas season is that we will
become more conscious of one another. I hope we
will see each other and all those we meet in the
light of God’s love and that we might be moved
by that love to share a little kindness and
compassion.
Be kind to strangers and let strangers be kind to
you. I pray we don’t just know the love of Christ
but that we share the love of Christ with those we
meet. Just maybe through our chance meeting we
might ignite a hunger in others to know our Savior
Jesus Christ.

Bulletin Board by Jessica Bond

Advent Candle Lighting
Dec. 6 ~ Kirk Stroman & Dorothy Stroman
Dec. 13 ~ Jarod, Brandie, Peyton & Harper Gee
Dec. 20 ~ Alex Wiele & Stephanie Wiele
Dec. 24 ~ Hilary Brennan & Caroline Brennan

We read in Hebrews 13: 1-2:
“Keep on loving one another as brothers and
sisters. 2 Do not forget to show hospitality to
strangers, for by so doing some people have
shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.”
We have been blessed so we can be a blessing!
Go through this season with both eyes open and a
willingness in your heart to be the hands and feet
of Christ. We just might receive a gift of love and
gratitude we can never repay.
Peace and Joy to you all!
Kathy

PCUSA Advent and Christmas Devotional
This year’s devotional is online only and is
available for free at pcusa.org/2020advent.
You can download or print a PDF of each
week’s section.

Dates to Remember
6 2nd Sunday in Advent
Adult Sunday School ~ 9:45am
Worship~ 10:45am Reverse Offering
Noisy Offering
Communion (Prepared wafers and grape juice
containers will be in trays in the narthex to be
picked up when you go into worship.)
Christmas Program Practice~ 5:30pm-6:30pm
13 3rd Sunday in Advent
Dress Rehearsal ~ 9:30am
Adult Sunday School ~ 9:45am
Worship ~ 10:45am Christmas Program
Christmas Caroling~ Time to Be Arranged
16

24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service~ 6:00pm
Communion (Prepared wafers and grape
juice containers will be in trays in the
narthex to be picked up when you go into
worship.)
Christmas Joy Offering will be collected.
24&25 Christmas Holidays
Church Office Closed
27 Adult Sunday School ~ 9:45am
Worship~ 10:45am Noisy Offering
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25
26

Thank you for all of the cards and gifts you
gave me on my Confirmation Day.
They are all so special to me. I love my
church family!
Love,
Katie

Deadline to bring Angel Tree gifts
Session~ 5:30pm

20 4th Sunday in Advent
Adult Sunday School ~ 9:45am
Worship~ 10:45am
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Dear Church Friends,

Richard Smola
Max Nemir
Michelle Maxwell
Anissa McCollom
Caroline Brennan
Justin Wilburn
Mike Fry
Jessica Bond
Ben Monroe
Kristen Shirley Peters
Mason Bennett
James Parker
Robert Whitteker

Update
New Address:
Sarah (Cumbie) & Matt Conrad
14625 Flanders Court
Addison, TX 75001

This year’s Angel Tree will be decorated in the
narthex with Angels from the West Texas Child
Advocacy Center on Sunday December 6. Each
angel has the age and sex of a child along with
their Christmas Wish and sizes. The Mission
Committee urges everyone to take an angel and
help make this Christmas special in the eyes of a
child.
Please place your UNWRAPPED gift with the angel
affixed under the Angel Tree by Wednesday,
December 16 so that we can fill Santa’s Sleigh and
deliver them to the Child Advocacy Center.
The West Texas Child Advocacy Center strives to
restore the lives of victims of child abuse, their
families, and our community. Won’t you be an
Angel to one of these children?

The Christmas Joy Offering reflects that God is
with us, through the generous gifts that support
church leaders among us, retired, present and
future, who have pointed us to God.
$1.3 million of gifts from 2019 are being used to
provide critical financial support and grants for
current and retired Presbyterian Church workers in
their times of need.
Income supplements from the Board of Pensions
helped nearly 311 households, assisting retired
church workers and surviving spouses with the
means to provide for themselves.
Housing supplements from the BOP helped more
than 249 households remain in their homes, afford
assisted living, or long-term care.

Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world; for I was hungry and
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I
was in prison and you visited me.
Matthew 25:34-36

Shared and Emergency Grants from the BOP helped
more than 84 households facing times of great
financial need or uncertainty due to unforeseen
circumstances.
$1.2 million in gifts from 2019 supported new
leaders for our Church and world, through the
ministry of Presbyterian-related schools and
colleges equipping communities of color — offering
students the means for a brighter future and
enhanced opportunities to use their talents and skills
to serve God, the Church and the world for years to
come.
Special Christmas Joy Offering envelopes
will be located in the pews Christmas Eve
and collected during the service. Please
write checks to First Presbyterian Church,
memo Christmas Joy Offering.

November 29: 5:30 - 6:30 Christmas program
practice for all adults and children in the Christmas program.
December 6: 5:30 - 6:30 Christmas program
practice for all adults and children in the Christmas program.
December 13: 9:30 am Dress Rehearsal for
everyone in the Christmas program. Parents
please meet us upstairs to get costumes on,
then we will head to the sanctuary for the rehearsal. After the church service, please return
your costumes upstairs.
Christmas program during worship.
December 13: Christmas caroling in the afternoon

Calling all children, adults, and choir members! We
will be Christmas caroling in the afternoon of
December 13 to homebound or those who are
staying in due to the pandemic. We need you! We
will stay outside, travel in our own cars, and social
distance.
Please let LouAnn know if you would like us to
carol to your house or if you know someone who
would really enjoy it this year.
Time is TBA (depending on weather and how many
we carol to). I hope you will join us! It’s always a
blessing for all!

The LifeHouse is in need of some volunteers! As
the seasons change, so do the lives of our volunteers. With that being said, we are finding a
great need for some assistance on Mondays,
Tuesdays, and Wednesdays during the hours of
9AM - 12PM, and/or 1PM - 4PM. We currently
have Thursdays taken care of.
If you hear of anyone, please have them contact
Jim or myself at the LifeHouse, 325-9334015. They may also reach us through messenger on Facebook at the link below.

Natasha D. Daniel, MA, Director

Session Minutes
There are opportunities on Right Now Media for
adults and children for the Christmas Season.
There is a Holiday Library which include
Christmas Studies, Kids Christmas Series,
Christmas Video Clips and Advent Videos.

Correspondence: The Moderator discussed an email
received from David Kemp, Stated Clerk of Palo
Duro Presbytery. He reminded churches that the
Annual Clerk’s Report for PC(USA) is due by
January 31, 2021. He also stated that each Session
shall adopt and implement a sexual misconduct
policy and a child and youth protection policy. The
Moderator noted that FPC had already adopted these
policies.
Stewardship and Finance: Financial Report was
unanimously approved. The Finance Committee
presented a partial proposed budget for 2021 which
will be discussed at the December meeting.
Building and Grounds: Gary Brown of the Building
and Grounds Committee discussed garden security
concerns voiced by Session members. He agreed to
check into possible lighting for the garden area.

Remember you can still sign up and you are
welcome to share this with family members
and friends. The sign up link is on the website,
www.fpcsweetwater.org

Christian Education: Lou Ann Cumbie of the
Christian Education Committee stated that she is
working with the youth on the Christmas program for
December 13th. She is also planning to invite church
members to meet for caroling on December 13th.

Mission and Outreach: Doug Richards and Karen
Brown of the Mission/Outreach Committee reported
that the church is sponsoring a Pee Wee Basketball team.
Their committee will also have an angel tree to benefit
the West Texas Children’s Advocacy Center.
Worship Committee: Worship Committee member Jim
Gesin reminded Session members that church members
will be invited to help decorate the sanctuary for Advent
and Christmas following worship services November
22nd.
Personnel: Sherie Alldredge of the Personnel Committee
presented a Holiday Schedule for 2021. Session
members approved the following: Jan.1- New Year’s
Day, Feb. 15- President’s Day, April 5- Easter, May 31Memorial Day, July 5- Independence Day, Sept. 6- Labor
Day, Nov. 25-26- Thanksgiving, and Dec. 24 & 27Christmas Eve and Day.
New Business:
The Elder Nominating Committee was approved by
Session Members. They include congregation members
Ruth Ann Campbell and Patty Gesin and Session
member Sherie Alldredge. They will nominate one
person to fill a vacancy in the Elder Class of 2021 and
will also nominate four people for the Elder Class of
2023.
The Moderator informed Session members that SISD
Superintendent Dr. Drew Howard is interested in visiting
with local church congregations. Session members
expressed an interest in inviting him for January. (Date
has been scheduled for January 10th.)
The next Session Meeting is scheduled for December
16th.

Stewardship - The Blessing of Giving
2 Corinthians 9:11-14
You will be made rich in every way so that you
can be generous on every occasion, and through
us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to
God. This service you perform is not only
supplying the needs of God’s people but is also
overflowing in many expressions of thanks to
God. Because of the service by which you have
proved yourselves, men will praise God for the
obedience that accompanies your confession of the
gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in
sharing with them and with everyone else. And in
their prayers for you their hearts will go out to
you, because of the surpassing grace God has
given you.
Paul is writing to the church to offer love and
guidance. What a powerful promise of assurance that
God will equip us so that whatever situation we find
ourselves in, we will be able to give generously.
Whether giving involves helping others with material
items such as food, clothes, and money or simply
donating our time to someone, God will provide us
with the resources to serve others.
Giving is a direct way to thank God personally for
His blessings. Not only are we satisfying the needs of
others with our gifts, but we are also praising God
through our giving.
The giver is blessed through the prayers of the
recipients and through God’s promises for
faithfulness. A healthy view of God includes a broad
scope for giving as well as a true belief in the
blessings that result from giving. Thanks be to God
for His indescribable gift!

2020 Noisy Offering
Designated toward the Ministerial Alliance

We are getting closer to offering this new
service. Our goal is for it to be available at the
first of the year. Stay tuned for more details.

Received Year to Date
$1,181.68
----------------------------------------------2020 Food Pantry
Designated to Nolan County Food Pantry
Received Year to Date

$1,335.00

First Presbyterian Church
2020 Financial Report
2020 Budget
Needed Monthly

November Activities

$144,793.05
$ 12,000.00

Month
Plate & Pledge Expenses
January $13,058.00
$12,346.79
February
$ 8,858.00
$ 9,884.70
March
$ 8,526.00
$11,816.59
April
$14,785.00
$14,035.29
May
$12,767.00
$10,540.69
June
$12,341.00
$11,203.96
July
$ 7,826.00
$18,792.42
August
$ 8,384.00
$12,069.52
September
$ 7,388.00
$ 9,502.19
October $10,737.00
$12,165.55
Received Year to Date $104,670.00
Over (Under) ($15,330.00)

The church is sponsoring the Grey Wolves Pee
Wee Basketball team. Brynlee Scott is a member
of the team and Cayley Scott is a coach.

Kids at Lamar Street Baptist with Cory
Stroman, were putting items in the
blessing box. Our kids were there at the
same time! Blessings!!

Time with Young Disciples
Pastor Kathy Monroe, Kirsten Elliott Burson,
Peggy Elliott, with Shambry and Maggie
Burson, Anna Bamaca

Youth Service

Peyton Gee~ Scripture Reading

Pastor Kathy Monroe
Communicants Caden Wilburn and Katie Reed

Macy Newberry~ Special Music

Time with Young Disciples
Brynlee Scott, Peyton Gee, Harper Gee,
Pastor Kathy Monroe, Caden Wilburn, Cam
and Lawson Fullwood

