
 First Presbyterian Church Sweetwater, Texas 
December 2019 

The mission of our church is to make disciples for Jesus Christ 

Our vision is to be an oasis of God’s love. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope 
is from him. He alone is my rock and my salvation, 
my fortress; I shall not be shaken. On God rests my 
deliverance and my honor; my mighty rock, my 
refuge is in God. (Psalm 62:5-7) 
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Advent, this time before Christmas, begins on 
Sunday December 1.  Advent is a season that 
prepares us for the Christmas celebration of the 
birth of Jesus by remembering the longing of the 
Jews for a Messiah. In Advent, we’re reminded 
of how much we ourselves also need a Savior, 
and we look forward to our Savior’s second 
coming even as we prepare to celebrate his first 
coming at Christmas. The word “Advent” comes 
from the Latin word adventus, which means 
“coming” or “visit.” In the season with this 
name, we keep in mind both “advents” of Christ, 
the first in Bethlehem and the second yet to 
come. The Christian season of Christmas actually 
begins on Christmas Eve and lasts for the twelve 
days ending on Epiphany which is January 6. 
 
Waiting patiently is perhaps the biggest 
challenge of Advent.  We are inundated with 
shopping, gatherings with friends and families, 
decorating, cooking our “specialty” treats and 
yes, those never-ending Christmas movies! The 
hustle and bustle of the season draws us into all 
the festivities bypassing the time of 
contemplative preparation. We lose sight of the 
importance of Advent, a time of longing and 
hope.  As the Psalmist states, “for God alone my 
soul waits in silence, for my hope is from him.”  
Advent as a time of contemplation prepares us 
for the joyous celebration of the coming of Jesus 
both now and to come. Take a moment to 
consider these questions: 
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Is it a good thing for us Christians to set aside a 
special time in the year to focus more on God and 
grow in our relationship with him? 
Is it good for us to get in touch with just how much 
we need a Savior? 
Is it helpful for us to wait on the Lord and to learn 
to wait upon him more faithfully? 
Is it helpful to remember our hope in God and to be 
refreshed in that hope? 
Would you like to experience more of God’s peace 
and presence not only in this season but the days to 
come? 
 
I think it is safe to say that we all would answer yes. 
The first step is up to you.  Set aside time for quiet 
devotions and prayer.  A good resource is the 
seasonal devotional booklet that is available here at 
the church or you may have one you especially like.  
Have an Advent wreath at home and make it a 
family tradition to light the candles, read scripture 
(the birth story in Luke 2 is a good place to start) 
and pray together.  Above all, make time to 
contemplate God’s gift of his Son, our Savior, “who 
alone is my rock and my salvation”.  
 
May we all experience the peace and hope of the 
coming of Jesus as we patiently wait in this season 
of Advent. 
 

Pastor Marie 

 

 
 

Advent Candle Lighting 
Dec. 1 – Rob and Peggy Elliott 
Dec. 8-   David and Cayley Scott Caden & Brynlee 
Dec. 15- Gary and Karen Brown 
Dec. 22- Ruthann Campbell 
Dec. 24- Doug Richards and Kallen Moody 
 

 

 
Count Me In 

 

We have considered intentional 
generosity as our response to God’s 
faithful and continual generosity to us. 
 

What is your response? Will you be 
intentionally generous with your time, 
talents, and resources?  Will you support 
the church and the ministries of the 
church? Can God count on you?  
 

With hearts of gratitude, names were 
written on the hand cutouts and tacked to 
the display board at the front of the 
church as a reminder of our 
commitment.  

Pastor Marie 

 

 
Dear Women of the Church, 
      

     Recently I have been receiving notes from  

several women and what a blessing they have 

been to me.  Thank you!  I still miss my  

Sweetwater Presbyterian Church family.   
 

     Love and God bless to each of you, 

                                    Winnie Ruth Liner 

 
 

 
Alma Green 

Nolan Nursing   705 NE Georgia Ave. Room 210 

Sweetwater, TX 79556 



Dates to Remember 
1    1st Sunday of Advent 

      Hoyt Place Worship ~ 9:00am-9:30am 

      Sunday School~ 9:45am 

      Worship~10:45am Rev. Scott Campbell 

       Reverse Offering 

       Communion Class of 2019 

       Christmas Program Practice~ 5:00pm-6:00pm 

4     Presbyterian Women~5:15pm 

               Meal & Bible Study 

5     Over the Hill Bunch~11:30am~ Pizza Hut 

       Choir Practice~ 5:30pm 

8     2nd Sunday of Advent  

       Dress Rehearsal~ 9:30am 

       Sunday School ~ 9:45am   

       Worship ~ 10:45am~ Christmas Program 

       Congregational Meeting 

9      TSTC Nursing Pinning Ceremony~ 11:00am 

11    Session~ 5:30pm 

12    Over the Hill Bunch~11:30am~ Whataburger 

        Choir Practice~ 5:30pm 

13     Angel Tree Gifts Due 

15    3rd Sunday of Advent 

        Sunday School~ 9:45am 

        Worship~ 10:45am 

        Christmas Caroling ~ 4:30 

        Christmas Party for Congregation~ 6:00pm  

        Cumbie’s Home 

19     Over the Hill Bunch~11:30am~ Schlotzsky’s 

         Choir Practice~ 5:30pm 

22     4th Sunday of Advent 

         Sunday School ~ 9:45am 

         Worship~ 10:45am 

24-25 Church Office will be closed.  

24      Christmas Eve Candlelight Service~ 6:00pm 

           Christmas Joy Offering 

29      Sunday School ~ 9:45am 

          Worship~ 10:45am 

           Noisy Offering 

           Christmas Joy Offering 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be a congregational meeting on Sunday, 

December 8th to elect Elders for the Class of 2022 

and Nominating Committee for 2020. 

 

 

 
1     Doug Richards 

8     Keith Brock 

15   Karen Brown and Gary Brown 

22   Ruthann Campbell 

29   Doug Richards 

 

 

 
3 Richard Smola 
4 Max Nemir 
6 Michelle Maxwell 
7 Anissa McCollom 
8 Caroline Brennan 
9 Justin Wilburn 
10 Mike Fry 
12 Jessica Bond 
20 Kristen Shirley Peters 
22 Mason Bennett 
25 James Parker 
26 Robert Whitteker 
 
  

 

 

 

 
Presbyterian Women will meet Wednesday, 

December 4 at 5:15pm.  
 

We will share a Mexican Pile on Meal and we 

will continue our study, Chapter 4 of the Bible 

study, Love Carved in Stone~ A Fresh Look at 

the Ten Commandments by Eugenia Anne 

Gamble.      

Hoyt Place 

We are excited to lead worship every  

first Sunday of the month at Hoyt Place, from 

9:00-9:30 a.m.  We will sing,  

and hear the Word of God and  

share communion. 

Come join us in this wonderful  

Ministry of fellowship. 
 



 
For All the Congregation 
 
December 8 
Christmas Program and Special Music This Year 
Please don’t miss this special service at 10:45am: 
Children and Adults in the Program 
Solo by Macy Newberry 
Hand Chimes 
Richard Smola and Larry Ludlum on Instruments 

 
Christmas Party for the Congregation 

December 15 6:00pm  

Cumbie’s House 1622 Morris Ave. 

Everyone bring an appetizer to share! 

Join us for Christmas caroling to the 3 nursing 

homes from 4:30 - 5:45, if you would like! 

 

 
December Youth Activities: 

December 1:  5:00 - 6:00  Christmas program 

practice.  We need everyone for the whole hour! It’s 

our last practice.  Joseph and Mary will join us! 
 

December 8:  9:30 Meet upstairs to get your cos-

tume on (need parents) then head to the sanctuary 

for the Dress Rehearsal. 

10:45 Christmas Program and special music  

Please return your costume with all of the pieces 

together upstairs. 
 

December 15:  Christmas Caroling 4:30 -5:45 

and then party at the Cumbie’s House at 6:00 

4:30 Meet at the front of Sweetwater Healthcare on 

Josephine Street 

4:50 Nolan Nursing 

5:30 Hoyt Place 

6:00 Party at the Cumbie’s House   (Bring an appe-

tizer) 

 
 

The Christmas Joy Offering reflects that God is with 
us, through the generous gifts that support church 
leaders among us -- retired, present and future -- 
who have pointed us to God. 
 

In Matthew’s Gospel, one of the names given to 
Jesus is Emmanuel, which means "God is with us." 
We know that in Jesus, we receive the perfect gift 
of God being with us. What a powerful gift, a 
perfect gift, the gift of ... being with. Although we 
cannot give the perfect gift, we can give generously 
to support and be with our past, present and 
future leaders in their time of promise and their 
time of need. 
 

50% of your gifts to Christmas Joy assist current 
and retired church workers 
and their families who are in financial need. 
50% of your gifts to Christmas Joy make it possible 
for students to learn and grow in faith 
at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges 
equipping communities of color. 
 

Special Christmas Joy Offering envelopes will be 
located in the pews Christmas Eve and Sunday, 
December 29th for the offering collection.  
 
 

 
This year’s Angel Tree will be decorated in the 
narthex with Angels from the West Texas Child 
Advocacy Center.  Each angel has the age and 
sex of a child along with their Christmas Wish 
and sizes.  Please place your UNWRAPPED gift 
with the angel affixed under the Angel Tree by 
Friday, December 13.  



 

 
There are several opportunities on Right Now 
Media to enrich our study and celebration for 
the season of Advent and Christmas for 
Adults and Children.  
  

 
We want to remind you that on the site there 
are also specific videos in the First 
Presbyterian Library.  A new channel called 
Advent and Christmas has been set up with a 
few of the videos from the Christmas 
collection.  
 

Remember you are welcome to share this 
with family members and friends. The sign 
up link is on the website, 
www.fpcsweetwater.org 

 
Two Volunteer Opportunities 
 

 
 
Two new classes are starting at the LifeHouse this 
January.   
 
Both classes offered assist in putting an end to toxic 
charity while focusing on long-term change in their 
lives through education and community 
connection. To pull these classes off however, we 
are in need of some community volunteers. If you 

have any committed members with a love for 
people and a desire for genuine change for our 
community, please consider sharing these 
volunteer opportunities.  
  
For the Job for Life class, meeting on 
Monday nights beginning Jan. 20 (16 week 
course), we are in need of 10 -Community 
Champions.  These individuals attend the course 
alongside the student and serve as a mentor 
throughout the course.   
  
For the Faith & Finances class, meeting on 
Tuesday night beginning Jan. 21 (12 week 
course), we are in need of 10 - Allies.  Like with 
the previous course, these individuals take the 
course along with the student serving as an 
ongoing mentor.   
  
If you have any interest or questions, please give 
me a call.  Feel free to give Natasha or Jim a call 
at the LifeHouse as well.  The number there is 
933-4015.  If you have any individuals you 
believe would benefit from these programs, 
please direct them our way.  Space is very 
limited.    
  

 There are flyers on the bulletin board 
 with more information.  

 
 

Stewardship - The Manner of Giving 
 

Luke 21:1-4 

As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting 

their gifts into the temple treasury. He also 

saw a poor widow put in two very small cop-

per coins. “I tell you the truth,” he said, “this 

poor widow has put in more than all the oth-

ers.” All these people gave their gifts out of 

their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in 

all she had to live on. 

 

Sacrifice. Does the word conjure up an image of a 

lamb or a goat being slain and offered on an Old 

Testament alter? Or do you see Jesus on the cross 

– the ultimate sacrifice of all time?  

 

Sacrifice hits us where we live. Whether it be 

time, service, assets, or money, it requires us to 
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give up something we hold dear. The first step in be-

coming a truly sacrificial giver is to recognize that all 

we have comes from God and belongs to Him. With-

out Him, we would have nothing. A second step to be-

ing able to give as the widow did, is overcoming our 

fear of not being able to provide for ourselves and 

our loved ones. Giving beyond our means is not to be 

confused with living beyond our means.  When we 

give all we have back to God, He will provide for us 

beyond our wildest imagination. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children and Youth November 2019 

 
 

 
Emily Hammit, Averi Moody, Harper Gee, 

Mackenzie Lambert, Peyton Gee, Brynlee 

Scott 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
2019 Financial Report 

 
2019 Budget  $161,526.05 
Needed Monthly  $   12,584.00 
   
Month   Plate & Pledge Expenses 
January $ 12,620.00  $12,203.06 
February $ 10,369.00  $  9,389.05 
March  $ 11,498.00  $  8,867.57 
April  $ 11,434.00  $10,216.97 
May  $   8,497.00  $  7,862.75 
June  $ 11,347.00  $  9,977.24 
July  $ 11,203.00  $11,669.62 
August  $   7,022.00  $10,578.61 
September $12,439.55  $11,795.04 
October $  8195.00  $15,469.26 
 
Received Year to Date $   104,624.55 
Over (Under)  $(21,215.45) 

2019 Noisy Offering 
Designated toward the Ministerial Alliance 

 

Received Year to Date  $982.15 

   ----------------------------------------------- 

2019 Food Pantry 

Designated to Nolan County Food Pantry 

 

Received Year to Date  $375.00 

 



 
 

Noisy Offering Collected for  

Ministerial Alliance 

 
 

 

Christmas Program Practice 

 
 

 
Kirk Stroman, Stephanie Wiele, 

Lou Ann Cumbie 

 

Caden Wilburn, Katie Reed, Macy Newberry 



 
Cathy Reed and Sherie Alldredge 

 

 

Decorating Sanctuary 

 

 
Jim Gesin, Paula Huckabee,  

Buddy Alldredge, Boo Nemir 

 

 
Karen Brown, Sherie Alldredge, 

 Gary Brown and Dennis Cumbie 

 

 

 
Bulletin Board by Jessica Bond & Barbara Bond 


