
 First Presbyterian Church Sweetwater, Texas 
October 2020 

The mission of our church is to make disciples for Jesus Christ 

Our vision is to be an oasis of God’s love. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

A joyful heart makes a cheerful face. 
Proverbs 15:13 (NASB) 

October has arrived, and here in central west 
Texas the leaves are beginning to turn 
slightly. There’s a coolness in the morning air, 
and it’s time to put the fall decorations on the 
front step and by the mailbox. 

About this time a few years ago, when our 
granddaughters, Natalie and Allison were 
small, we picked out a stand-up scarecrow 
from the grocery store. They’re all over the 
place these days, and for seven dollars it has 
been a source of many fun memories. 

Actually, the scarecrow isn’t an “it,” she’s a 
“she,” and she has acquired an identity of her 
own. The kids named her “Pumpkin Girl,” and 
she’s as cute as her name, even though she 
doesn’t resemble a pumpkin at all. She’s a 
scarecrow. 

Well, my husband pulled her down from the 
storage building a couple of days ago, and I 
noticed her standing there this morning when 
I backed out to go to work. Something about 
her smile has stayed with me. Who knew you 
could learn something about life from a 
raggedy scarecrow? What I can’t get out of my 
head is her unshakeable look of peace and 
contentment. 

Granted, she’s an inanimate object, but hear 
me out. She has weathered winds and rain, 
even some fierce storms over the years. She 
has been stuck where we put her, and her  

 

 

 

 

 

outsides show the wear and tear. But her 
face has not faded. Her smile still lights the 
doorway to our home. 

I know that she cannot choose those 
characteristics, nor does she possess the 
life to care. However, I can and I do. Am I 
choosing to wear Christ’s joy on my face 
despite the things that are happening 
around our country right now? Do I 
possess enough of Christ’s life in me to 
show His love and light? Long live 
Pumpkin Girl, and may my face and all our 
faces light up the doorway to Jesus.  

 Kathy 

Dates to Remember 

Oct. 4   Worship~ 10:45am     Reverse Offering 

             World Communion Sunday 
 

Oct. 11   Worship ~ 10:45am 

   3 yrs. old -5th grade~4:30pm - 5:45pm 

   Middle School &High School~5:30pm-6:30pm 

   Snacks and drinks~5:30pm -5:45pm 
 

Oct. 18   Worship~ 10:45am 
          

Oct. 21    Session ~ 5:30pm 
      

Oct. 24   Community Wide Worship~6:00pm 

               Municipal Auditorium 
 

Oct. 25    Worship~ 10:45am Youth Service 

                Noisy Offering 

   3 yrs. old -5th grade~4:30pm - 5:45pm 

   Middle School &High School~5:30pm-6:30pm 

   Snacks and drinks~5:30pm -5:45pm 
 

1311 McCaulley Office hours: M ~ F, 9:00 am ~12:00pm         website:  www.fpcsweetwater.org 

P. O. Box 956, Sweetwater, Texas 79556       325-235-5491         email:     fpcsweetwater@gmail.com 

Pastor: Kathy Monroe    325-998-3353                                          email:     kdmonroe17@gmail.com                              

Clerk of Session: Gayle Biggerstaff                      Elder of the Month: Buddy and Sherie Alldredge 
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5 June Ellis 

6 Sarah Cumbie 

7 Kathy King 

9 Terry Blankenship 

 Kash Coe 

10 Buck Cason 

 Molly Graff Kamer 

17 Donnie Brennan 

18 Neil Moore 

23 Bill Huckabee 

24 Kristy Maitland 

31 Kyler Toland 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Presbyterian Women Brick project is an 
Ongoing fund raising project, and we will  
continue to take orders. There are order forms 
available in the church office in the purple 
folder on the table under the mailboxes. 
 

You can remember a loved one or give one in 
honor of someone by purchasing an engraved 
memorial brick to be placed in the Memorial 
Garden.  
 

Two Sizes of brick are available: 
4”X 8” with 3 lines available for engraving 
$50.00 
8” X 8” with 6 lines available for engraving 
$100.00 
 

Come by the church office for more infor-
mation. 
 

 
Friends, 
 

What a joy it was to be with you in worship ear-
lier this month.  The children and youth continue 
to amaze and delight me with their growing faith 
and commitment to the church.  May FPC con-
tinued to be blessed by their gifts and presence 
and may they always be aware of the love and 
support of the church family. 
 
The brick paver was a welcomed and much ap-
preciated and thoughtful gift.  It will always be a 
joyful reminder of the wonderful people of FPC 
and our time together in ministry.  Thank you 
also for remembering me with a paver in the 
Memorial Garden.  As always, you continue to 
make my heart sing with your outpouring of 
love, support, and friendship. 
 
May all that you do both as a family of faith con-
tinue to bring the Light of Christ to all you en-
counter and may you rise with confidence in all 
the opportunities God places before you. 
 
Peace, 
Marie 
 
 

Mission Project 

 
The SHOP has begun their after school program 

for junior high and high school students on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4pm-6pm. 

They are in need of masks and 

volunteers.  The volunteers can be group leaders 

or hang out with the students and eat with them. 

They are hoping for some male volunteers. 

 

Please bring any monetary or mask donations to 

the church office 

 

If you would like to volunteer, please call  

Becky Acuna at 219-7080. 



 
Youth Sunday was a hit, and we will be doing that 
again on October 25! How wonderful to see all of 
our children and their families! 
 
We have had a month of our kids meeting on the 
same night, and it worked well.  They all enjoyed 
seeing the other kids.  We now have siblings in 
both groups, so families may leave their kids for 
both times if they would like.  The younger ones en-
joy playing in their room (former ‘new’ nursery that 
has a lot of stuff they enjoy) and older ones enjoy 
the Youth Room with the ping pong table etc. They 
play while the others have class…or kids can just 
come to their assigned time.  
 
October 11:  
4:30pm - 5:45pm 3 yrs. old - 5th grade 
5:30pm - 6:30pm Middle School and High School 
5:30pm - 5:45pm Snacks and drinks 
 
October 25:  
Youth Sunday at church today!  Our youth will lead 
the worship! 
4:30pm - 5:45pm 3 yrs. old - 5th grade 
5:30pm - 6:30pm Middle School and High School 
5:30pm - 5:45pm Snacks and drinks 

 

Session Minutes 

 
Stewardship and Finance: Financial Report was 

unanimously approved.   

Session members Sherie and Buddy Alldredge met 

with Debbie Anthony, 1st Financial Bank Officer, 

concerning ways church members could make direct 

payments to the church. Debbie will do more research 

into this and will meet with them again.   
 

Building and Grounds:  Gary Brown of the Building 

and Grounds Committee informed Session members 

that Roger Williams will replace the kitchen faucet. He  

also noted that Precision Turf is currently working on 

the sprinkler system.  He stated that M&M Electric 

will work on the timer controlling lights on the 

northwest corner church sign. 
 

Christian Education:  Session members discussed 

the Youth Director position including duties and 

salary. They agreed that changes should be made to 

align the position with current needs of the church. 

They agreed a committee should work on these 

changes which would be effective beginning with 

the new budget year. The committee will include 

Moderator Kathy Monroe, current Youth Director 

Lou Ann Cumbie, and members of the Christian 

Education Committee, Finance Committee, and 

Personnel Committee. They will present their 

findings at the October Session Meeting.  

 

Session members commended Lou Ann Cumbie on 

her work with the youth who participated in the 

Sunday Youth Service on September 13th. Session 

members express their hope that a Sunday Youth 

Service might become a monthly event. 

 

Mission and Outreach:  Doug Richards of 

Mission/Outreach reported that a church 

advertisement had been purchased in the football 

game programs at a cost of $150.00. 

 

Personnel: Sherie Alldredge of the Personnel 

Committee informed Session members that two 

people had been hired as building custodians. 
 

New Business: Sherie Alldredge volunteered to be 

the church’s commissioner for the Presbytery 

Meeting to be held as a Zoom Meeting on Friday, 

September 25th.  

 

 

Stewardship - The Blessing of Giving 
 

Acts 10:2-4 

He and his family were devout and God-fear-

ing; he gave generously to those in need and 

prayed to God regularly. One day at about 

three in the afternoon he had a vision. He dis-

tinctly saw an angel of God, who came to him 

and said, “Cornelius!” Cornelius stared at 

home in fear. “What is it, Lord?” he asked. The 

angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the 

poor have come up as a memorial offering be-

fore God”. 

 



In this passage, we learn a few things about Cor-

nelius. He was a devout man, meaning he worshipped 

the one true God. It also says “he and his family were 

devout and God-fearing” meaning that he took care to 

instruct his family about God and established the 

worship of God in his house. The passage also tells us 

that he was regular in the habit of regular prayer and 

that he gave to the poor. 
 

This passage also tells us that God appeared to him in 

the middle of the day, not in a dream. With childlike 

faith, Cornelius asks, “what is it Lord?” The angel an-

swers, “your prayer and gifts to the poor have come 

up as a memorial offering before God.” The angel’s 

answer makes it clear that God considers our gifts to 

the poor as gifts to Him; an act of worship.  
 

And when we respond as Cornelius did, our gift, too, 

will be a gift to God and an act of worship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Youth Service September 13th 

 

Artwork by Katie Reed 

 

 
Acolytes- Harper Gee and Averi Moody 

First Presbyterian Church 
2020 Financial Report 

 
2020 Budget  $144,793.05 
Needed Monthly  $   12,000.00 
   

Month   Plate & Pledge Expenses 
January $13,058.00  $12,346.79 
February $  8,858.00  $ 9,884.70 
March  $ 8,526.00  $11,816.59 
April  $14,785.00  $14,035.29 
May  $12,767.00  $10,540.69 
June  $12,341.00  $11,203.96 
July  $  7,826.00  $18,792.42 
August  $ 8,384.00  $12,069.52 
 

Received Year to Date  $86,545.00 
Over (Under)  ($9,455.00) 

2020 Noisy Offering 
Designated toward the Ministerial 

Alliance 
 

Received Year to Date  $963.06 
----------------------------------------------- 

2020 Food Pantry 
Designated to Nolan County Food Pantry 

 
Received Year to Date  $1140.00 



 
Caden Wilburn     Call to Worship 

 Peggy Elliott 

 

 

 
Peyton Gee           Call to Confession 

 
Brynlee Scott         Assurance of Pardon 

 

 

Kallen Moody    Scripture Reading 



 
Macy Newberry sang “You Say” 

 

 
Owen Hammit and Emily Hammit 

Prayer of Dedication 

 
Brynlee Scott, Peyton Gee, Emily Hammit 

 
Kallen Moody, Ryder Glass, Caden Wilburn 

 
Caleb Reed 



 

 

September Activities 

 

 
Brynlee Scott, Caden Wilburn, Harper Gee, 

Peyton Gee, Emily Hammit, Owen Hammit 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


