
At Home Worship  
April 5, 2020 Palm Sunday 
First Presbyterian Church-Sweetwater 
 
Find a Sacred Space 
Sit comfortably, perhaps with something warm to drink, where you can look out on the beauty of God’s 
creation today. Read aloud or quietly to yourself, or as a family share the various parts of the service.  
 
Greeting       The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
 
Call to Worship and Prayer of Praise 
Come let us give praise for God’s wonderful redeeming love: 
For even while we were lost in our sin, Jesus died for us. 
We were unrighteous, even the best of us, yet Christ died to wash us clean. 
We enter this time of worship, praising God for our Lord and Savior,  
And our voices proclaim the glory of the Lord God Almighty. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord! 
 
Most loving and merciful God, In your infinite grace You were willing for Christ to die for our sins so that 
we might not suffer eternal condemnation. Help us to share Your Good News, Lord In Christ we pray. 
Amen. 
 
Sing, Listen or Read Hymn # 196    “All Glory Laud and Honor” 
Refrain: 
All glory, laud, and honor, to thee, Redeemer, King, to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas 
ring! 
1. Thou art the King of Israel, thou David's royal Son, who in the Lord's name comest, the King and 
Blessed One. (Refrain) 
2. The people of the Hebrews with psalms before thee went; our prayer and praise and anthems before 
thee we present. (Refrain) 
3. To thee, before thy passion, they sang their hymns of praise; to thee, now high exalted,our melody we 
raise. (Refrain) 
4.Thou didst accept their praises; accept the prayers we bring, who in all good delightest, thou good and 
gracious King. (Refrain) 
 
A Time of Confession and Assurance 
We set aside this time of worship in the name of the one who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. The journey before us is one of letting go and taking hold. As he prepares a place for 
us, let us name the sin that clings to us, that we may find release.  
 
Gracious God, so often like the crowds of Jerusalem, we come to praise you one day and before a week 
is past we have through our personal actions, rejected You and spiritually nailed you to the cross again. 
Forgive us, Lord and help us to bring our living witness and personal actions closer to the faith You 
came to teach us.  In Christ we pray. 
 

Silent confession:   Amen! 
 

Hear the Good news. When it is the Lord God who helps you; who will declare you guilty?  
Friends believe the Good News. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
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Sing, Listen or Read    “Way Maker” 
You are here, moving in our midst I worship You I worship You 
You are here, working in this place I worship You I worship You 
You are here, moving in our midst I worship You I worship You 
You are here, working in this place I worship You I worship You 
 
Way maker, miracle worker, promise keeper Light in the darkness, my God That is who You are 
Way maker, miracle worker, promise keeper Light in the darkness, my God That is who You are 
 
You are here, touching every heart I worship You I worship You 
You are here, healing every heart I worship You I worship You 
You are here, turning lives around I worship You I worship You 
You are here, mending every heart I worship You I worship You 
 
Way maker, miracle worker, promise keeper Light in the darkness, my God That is who You are 
Way maker, miracle worker, promise keeper Light in the darkness, my God That is who You are 
 
Even when I don't see it, You're working Even when I don't feel it, You're working You never stop, You 
never stop working.You never stop, You never stop working 
 
Engaging the Word   Read Mark 11:1-10, Zechariah 9:9 
 

About Donkeys and True Greatness 
 

I’ve done a little research about donkeys. Did you know that more people were killed by donkeys each 
year than are killed in plane crashes? I don’t know what you do with such information, but I thought it 
was interesting.  
 
The donkey has been used as a working animal for at least 5000 years. There are more than 40 million 
donkeys in the world, mostly in underdeveloped countries, where they are used principally as work or 
pack animals. Working donkeys are often found in the service of people near the poverty level. Small 
numbers of donkeys are kept for breeding or as pets in developed countries.  In spite of their reputation 
donkeys appear to be quite intelligent, cautious, friendly, playful and eager to learn. And, of course, 
comedian Eddie Murphy provided the voice for the donkey in the movie, Shrek. And now you know 
everything I know about donkeys. (This is probably more than you ever wanted to know!) 
 
Of course, the reason I’m focusing on donkeys this morning is that the Old Testament Prophet 
Zechariah prophesied that one day the Messiah would arrive on a donkey. Zechariah 9:9 says, “Rejoice 
greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and 
victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”  And that is exactly what 
happened. 
 
As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent 
two of his disciples saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find 
a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, “Why are 
you doing this? Say, “The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.” 
 
They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied it, some people 
standing there asked, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” They answered as Jesus had told them 
to, and the people let them take the colt.  When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks 
over it, he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had 
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cut in the fields. Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the 
highest heaven! 
 
It is a beautiful story. It is a story of great humility. On the other side of the city, Pilate was entering 
the city on a great stallion, while Jesus was riding into the city on a young and unbroken donkey. Pilate 
was surrounded by a security force of Roman soldiers bearing swords and shields and heavy armor.  
 
Jesus entered the city surrounded by unarmed peasants waving palm branches, the symbol of peace. 
Pilate’s soldiers sneered; Jesus’ followers sang, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord!” No greater contrast can be made between the kingdom of this world and the kingdom of God. 
Brute force verses gentle peace. 
 
And yet, more than 2,000 years later the only reason we know Pontius Pilate’s name is that each time 
we say the Apostle’s Creed, we say about Christ, “He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead 
and buried…” ultimately gentle peace won out over brute force, as it will one day when the final chapter 
of humanity is written. 
 
True humility is a beautiful thing to see in any human being. The Indian evangelist Sudar Singh had just 
completed a tour around the world, God used and blessed his ministry everywhere he went. While in 
Europe someone, evidently wanting to bring him down a peg, asked Singh, “Doesn’t getting so much 
honor do you harm?” 
 
Sundar’s answer was: “No. The donkey went into Jerusalem, and they put garments on the ground in 
front of the donkey. The donkey was not proud. He knew it was not done to honor him, but for Jesus, 
who was sitting on his back. When people honor me, I know it is not me, but the Lord who does the job.” 
 
Sudar Singh was a humble man just as his Lord came with humility that first Palm Sunday. True humility 
is a beautiful thing to see in any human being. 
 
“When Jesus came to Jersulem there was no such preparation made for His coming,” Bentz comments. 
“There was no royal chariot, just a borrowed donkey to ride on.” Jesus came with humility. 
 
Yet it is clear he was announcing to the world that he was the Messiah.  This is why the religious 
authorities were stirred up with hatred toward him. They knew Zechariah’s prophecy. They knew that 
some of the people who were welcoming him that day in Jerusalem were hoping that he was the one 
who would deliver them. Not only was that a threat to the religious establishment, but they knew if he 
gathered much of a following he would bring the might of Rome down upon them. He was a threat to the 
established order. So they plotted what to do with Jesus. But it probably could have been avoided 
except for Palm Sunday.  
 
Someone has noted that the problem with palms is that once you cut the branches from the tree, they 
don’t live long. The problem with Palm Sunday is that the excitement of the crowds didn’t last very long 
either, and a few short days later when Good Friday came, many of the same voices who shouted 
“Hosanna!” were shouting “Crucify Him!” That’s the way popular opinion often goes--fickle and 
unpredictable. 
 
The crowd of people who cheer Jesus at the Triumphal Entry soon turns into a mob that would later 
crucify him. 
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Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a colt, the foal of a donkey signaling that he was the Messiah and he set 
into motion events that he knew were irreversible. Some of the crowd who had sung his praises would 
be the same persons who would participate in his execution. This humble man who sought to bring only 
love and compassion into the world would die the cruelest of deaths on the cross of Golgotha, a death 
he refused to avoid. 
 
And, of course, the most amazing thing is that he did it all for you and me. I have a hard time 
believing that we are accepted. Only a God of absolute infinite love could accept us just as we are.  
 
But do you know what is sad to me? There are alot of people who feel that they deserve God’s grace 
poured out in Christ’s passion. That robs the cross of its power. The only way we will ever feel the 
saving power of the cross is when we realize that we could never be worthy of Christ’s sacrifice any 
more than that little donkey he rode on could be worthy of Christ’s grace.  
 
A university president of one of our Ivy League schools faced the unpleasant task of disciplining some 
students who had been apprehended in acts of vandalism on their college campus. One of the young 
men, a spokesman for the group, was the son of a very wealthy family. In the midst of the scolding by 
the president of the college, this student jauntily reached into his pocket for his checkbook and said with 
a haughty expression,”What’s all the hassle about? Why the fuss? Just tell us the cost of it, and I’ll pay 
the bill.” 
 
The president of this university said in great anger, “Put your checkbook back. This week in assembly, 
you men will make a public acknowledgment of your offense or you’ll be expelled. Do you think a few 
miserable dollars can ever repay your debt to the founders of this university and the sacrifices they 
made to build this place and endow it with such great care and cost?” Then his closing statement is one 
that really gets to you. He said to those young men from privileged homes: “Every one of you here is a 
charity student.” 
 
And that is true of you and me. When it comes to the grace of God in Jesus Christ we are all charity 
students. Jesus was a man of great humility When he rode into Jerusalem on a colt, the foal of a donkey 
he set into motion events that he knew were irreversible.  They resulted in his crucifixion and death. But 
here’s the good news: He did it out of love for you and me. “Greater love has no one than this,” says 
John 15:13, “to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” We are Christ friends Not because of any virtue 
that we have, but through his amazing love for all God’s children.  
 
Thanks be to God! Amen.  
 
Sing, Listen or Read  Hymn #197   Housanna, Loud, Hosanna 
Hosanna, loud hosanna the little children sang; through pillared court and temple the lovely anthem 
rang. 
To Jesus, who had blessed them, close folded to his breast, the children sang their praises,the simplest 
and the best. 
From Olivet they followed mid an exultant crowd, the victory palm branch waving, and chanting clear 
and loud. 
The Lord of earth and heaven rode on in lowly state, nor scorned that little children should on his bidding 
wait. 
"Hosanna in the highest!"That ancient song we sing, for Christ is our Redeemer,the Lord of heaven, our 
King.O may we ever praise him with heart and life and voice,and in his blissful presence eternally 
rejoice. 
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Pray 
All glory, laud, and honor belong to you, gracious King. As we lift our lives before you, may Your love 
transform us, Your Spirit renew us and Your mercy open our hearts, that Your song of praise would 
know no end. Amen.  
 
 
Blessing 
Go now in the sure and certain love of Christ our Lord, trusting that His death on the cross shows the 
depth of that Love! Go sharing your knowledge with those you meet in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. Amen.  
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