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Find a Sacred Space 

Sit comfortably, perhaps with something warm to drink, where you can look out on the beauty  

Of God’s creation today.  Read aloud or quietly to yourself, or as a family share the various parts  

of the service. 
 

Greeting -   The Lord be with you. And also, with you. 
 

Call to Worship and Prayer of Praise  

Christians, ours is a strange faith, for it demands that we become what we already are. 

In Christ, we already have complete salvation and righteousness by God’s grace.  

Thus, all of the "shoulds" and "oughts" have been eliminated as words we use for our redemption 

and reconciliation. 

Yet, God expects us to live now as the new creations that we have been made; God calls us to 

be what we are, not what we were.  Blessed be the name of the Lord!  

 

 In response to your generosity, O God, we hope to lead lives worthy of our calling. In reply to your 

calling for a sense of oneness in your church, we reach toward a goal of unity of faith. Through 

your Spirit. Amen. 

 

Sing, Listen, or Read Hymn     “I’m Gonna Eat  At the Welcome Table”    # 770  VSS 1,2,3,5  

 

1. I'm gonna eat at the welcome table,  I'm going to eat at the welcome table, Alleluia.  I'm gonna 

eat at the welcome table, I'm gonna eat at the welcome table, Alleluia. 
 

2.  I'm gonna eat and drink with my Jesus, I'm gonna eat and drink with my Jesus, Alleluia. 

I'm gonna eat and drink with my Jesus, I'm gonna eat and drink with my Jesus, Alleluia. 

 

3.  I'm gonna join with sisters, brothers, I'm gonna join with sisters, brothers, Alleluia. I'm gonna 

join with sisters, brothers, I'm gonna join with sisters, brothers, Alleluia. 

 

5.  We're gonna feast on milk and honey, We're gonna feast on milk and honey, Alleluia. We're 

gonna feast on milk and honey, We're gonna feast on milk and honey, Alleluia. 

 

A Time of Confession and Assurance    

Holy God, it is true that we still do what we have not learned from Christ. We can be hard-

hearted when we should be forgiving. We can be selfish when we should be willing to share. 

We can be greedy and complaining when we have enough to get by. We can be as 

unscrupulous in our dealing as if we did not know what is just and true. Forgive us and finish 

your new creation through the Christ in us.   

(silent prayer of personal confession)………….…….Amen. 



 

The good news in Christ is that when we face ourselves and God with the awareness of our need, 

we are given grace to grow, and courage to continue the journey. Friends, believe the good news of 

the gospel. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

 

Sing, Listen, or Read Hymn         “One Bread, One Body”              #530    

1. Gentile or Jew, servant or free, woman or man, no more. 

Refrain: 

One bread, one body, one Lord of all, one cup of blessing which we bless. And we, though many, 

throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord. 

 

2. Many the gifts, many the works, one in the Lord of all. 

Refrain: 

One bread, one body, one Lord of all, one cup of blessing which we bless. And we, though many, 

throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord. 

 

3. Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, gathered to one, for all. 

Refrain: 

One bread, one body, one Lord of all, one cup of blessing which we bless. And we, though many, 

throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord. 

 

Where Is Your Pebble? 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

 
Some of you will remember country comedian Jerry Clower. Besides being a funny story-teller, 

Clower, who died in 1998, was a deeply religious man. He tells of an occasion when he invited 

Sue, his 14-year-old daughter, and one of her friends to go with him on a trip to the Country Music 

Awards show in Hollywood. He listed for Sue some of the celebrities she would meet if she went, 

some of the best-known entertainers at that time. Sue’s response? 

She said, “Daddy, I love you and I’m so glad that you would arrange it to where me and one of my 

friends could go on this trip, but Daddy, there’s something going on at church . . . I don’t want to 

miss. I won’t be able to go with you this time.” 

Jerry Clower says tears welled up in his eyes and he wanted to sing the Doxology to think that a 

church activity was more important to his daughter than a trip to the CMA awards in Hollywood. 

Interesting. A church activity was more important than a trip to meet celebrities in Hollywood.  

The work of the church is important work. Indeed, it is critical work. If you do not understand that, 

you cannot appreciate the words of the Apostle Paul to the church at Ephesus. Paul is in prison. He 

knows his time is limited. And so he writes to the church at Ephesus with a real sense of urgency 

about the meaning of the gospel and about their mission as the people who are to convey the 

gospel. He conveys to them two important truths about the church. For God’s plan to be realized, 

says the Apostle, two things are critical. 



First of all, it is vital that our unity be maintained. St. Paul writes, “Make every effort to keep 

the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 

called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of 

all, who is over all and through all and in all.” In other words, it is vital that the church be unified. 

My friends, if you believe that the Church of Jesus Christ is at the center of God’s purpose for 

creation, if you believe that we are called to be the light unto the nations of the world, you would be 

right! If we are the hope that God has for this world, then the rest of the world is in trouble if we 

cannot love one another. Our unity is critical. We must work as a unit, as a team. 

I heard about a pastor who gathered his congregation in a circle and told them to picture God at the 

center of the circle. Then he instructed them to move forward to God. The group complied but at 

one point they came shoulder to shoulder with each other and stopped. This pastor then said, “You 

can’t get closer to God without at the same time getting closer to one another.”  Maybe we ought to 

do that exercise some time to emphasize that we are a unit, we are the body of Jesus Christ. You 

cannot split a body asunder, and have that body carry out its task. We are called to be Jesus in 

earthly flesh to the world, and it is important that we work together and love one another. So St. 

Paul says that our unity is critical. 

He says one other thing: he says each of us has a gift to be used in God’s service. St. Paul notes 

that Christ gave gifts to some of us to be apostles, and some prophets, and some pastors and 

teachers. The purpose of those specific gifts is “. . . to equip his people [the church] for works of 

service, so that the body of Christ may be built up . . .” 

These gifts which Paul lists are gifts of ministry, but all of us have gifts. Some of us are gifted as 

sales people, some as engineers, some as mechanics and farmers, but all of us are gifted in some 

way and it is when we offer our gifts to be used of God that God’s kingdom is brought nearer. 

Some of our boys and girls may know Aesop’s fable about an old crow who was out in the 

wilderness and was very thirsty. He had not had anything to drink in a long time. He came to a jug 

that had a little water in the bottom of it. The old crow reached his beak into the jug to get some of 

that water, but his beak wouldn’t quite reach. So, what did he do? Some of our boys and girls 

know. He started picking up pebbles one at a time and dropping them into the jug. What happened 

as those pebbles accumulated in the bottom of the jug? Why, of course. The water rose until finally 

the old crow was able to get a drink. 

My friends, that is my understanding of the way God has chosen to work in this world. Each of us 

dropping in our own little pebble--teaching that Sunday School class, making that visit, working on 

the finance committee and on the church board, making that special gift to missions, serving as an 

usher, etc. Each of us serving in his or her own special ministry. Doing that little task that may not 

seem so important at the time, but those pebbles are accumulating in the bottom of that jug, and the 

water is rising, and one of these days God is going to bring in His own Kingdom. That is God’s 

plan for creation. It is centered in this group of people. 

Now the obvious question is: Are you dropping in your pebble? Are you using your gift to the glory 

of God? 



You may say, “Pastor, what can I do?” Let me tell you about a little lady in a small church in 

Maryland many years ago. Her name, quite appropriately was Miss Fuss. And she really could fuss 

particularly at her young pastor. But he knew and others knew she had a heart of gold. 

Miss Fuss was severely handicapped by arthritis one of the most thoroughly afflicted people you 

can imagine from this dread and painful disease. Her wrists and her knees and ankles were all 

swollen up. She could barely keep going, but she would not quit. Every Sunday morning when the 

doors of her church opened, there was Miss Fuss. She had to have a cane to get around; someone 

had to help her climb the church steps, but she said to herself and to others, “If I ever quit going, 

I’m afraid I’ll die.” So, she was there for every service. 

Miss Fuss’ pastor stood up one Sunday morning and preached a sermon on the idea that each of us 

has a ministry that each of us has a pebble we can drop in. Miss Fuss went up to him after the 

service and said, “Pastor, what can I do?” 

Her pastor looked down at this little severely handicapped lady who could barely get down the aisle 

of the church each Sunday, and he had to admit that he was stumped. He said, “Miss Fuss, I don’t 

have an answer for you right away, but I’ll pray about it, and you pray about it, and I’ll be by later 

this week and we’ll talk about it.” 

Later that week the pastor went by to see Miss Fuss. She called for him to come in because it took 

her too long to make her way across the room to open the door. He went in and sat down with Miss 

Fuss. She was so happy to see him. Her face was alive with excitement. She said, “Pastor, I think 

I’ve discovered my calling.” 

The pastor, who had not been able to think of a specific calling for Miss Fuss was relieved. He said, 

“Well, tell me about it.” 

She said, “We have some shut-ins in this little town who have nobody to look after them. Some of 

them have family living miles away. They could die and it might be several days before anybody 

would know it. So, I’ve started a program of calling each of these shut-ins and talking with them 

for five minutes each day.” 

Now Miss Fuss couldn’t dial the telephone the way most people dialed a telephone back then with 

their fingers because of her arthritis. This was before the day of the touch-tone telephone. Miss 

Fuss had a rotary phone with a dial that had to be turned. And so, Miss Fuss had a little stick she 

placed in the dial of her rotary telephone to turn it with. Dialing each call was slow and tedious. 

She started this ministry of calling each of these shut-ins to make sure they were alright even 

though anyone else in her condition would be a shut-in themselves. She says, “I limit my calls to 

five minutes each day because I’m afraid that if I exceed that limit, I might be tempted to tell them 

my problems rather than listening to their problems.” 

Miss Fuss had found her ministry. She found her gift. She found her pebble to drop in the jug. And 

friend, I have to say to you, if Miss Fuss could find a ministry in her condition, you and I have no 

excuse. That is how the kingdom of God is coming one pebble at a time. 

What is the pebble you have to offer? For you see the crisis of the church today is not one of belief. 

The Gallup survey shows that most American Christians still believe pretty much the same things 



they believed several years ago. The crisis of the church today is not one of resources. Most 

churches have more resources than Peter and Paul ever dreamed about in their lifetime. 

The crisis of the church today is one of commitment. Jesus said, “If anyone would be my 

disciple, he must take up his cross and follow me.” That is another way of saying that we must find 

that unique ministry that Christ has called us to offer to the world. It will not be preaching for most 

of us; it won’t even be teaching or singing in the choir, or serving in a leadership capacity. Some of 

us will do our best work in quiet ways that few people will know about. But in order for the waters 

of God to rise, each of us must drop in our pebble, whatever that might be. 

There is a time-honored story that many of you will remember that says the angel Gabriel 

approached Jesus in heaven after his time was finished on earth. Gabriel asked Christ, “Master, did 

you accomplish everything you set out to do on earth?” 

“No,” replied Jesus, “not yet. There is still much to be done.” 

Gabriel was perplexed. “Then what’s next?” 

Jesus said, “I’ve left it in the hands of my disciples. They will carry on the work I have begun.” 

Gabriel frowned and looked rather skeptical. He said, “Do you really think they will? What if the 

people somewhere along the way forget? Do you have a plan B?” 

Jesus answered, “No. That’s it. I’m counting on them. There is no plan B.” 

What a tremendous privilege it is to be the Church of Jesus Christ. We are Christ’s own body, the 

light of the world. That means that our unity is critical. That also means that everyone one of us has 

a calling, a ministry a pebble to drop in. And one day God will take all of those pebbles and build 

His Kingdom, and the day will come when “every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

 

The Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 

our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, and born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and buried; he descended to hell; the third day he rose again 

from the dead; he ascended into heaven and sittith on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

Sing, Listen, or Read Hymn       “Help Us Accept Each Other”                       #754    VSS 1,2,4 

1. Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; teach us as sister, brother, each person to 

embrace. Be present, Lord, among us and bring us to believe we are ourselves accepted and meant 

to love and live. 



2. Teach us, O Lord, your lessons, as in our daily life we struggle to be human and search for hope 

and faith. Teach us to care for people, for all not just for some, to love them as we find them or as 

they may be come. 

 

4. Lord, for today's encounters with all who are in need, who hunger for acceptance, for 

righteousness and bread, we need new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on: renew us with 

your Spirit; Lord, free us, make us one! 

 

 

 

Blessing  

Peace be to the whole community, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. Grace be with all who have an undying love for our Lord Jesus Christ.  Ephesians 6:23-24 
 

 


