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Find a Sacred Space

Sit comfortably, perhaps with something warm to drink, where you can look out on the beauty
Of God’s creation today. Read aloud or quietly to yourself, or as a family share the various parts
of the service.

Greeting - The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Call to Worship and Prayer of Praise

Let all who love the Lord gather in this place for worship.

Our love for Christ grows daily as we share God's message of love!
Few can witness the change in a believer's life and not have hope.

And whose faith has not grown as the Lord worked in your own life?
Then let us proclaim for all the world to hear of our precious Lord.
Blessed be the name of the Lord!

O God, we are so blessed! Some might think we are out of touch if we have too much or too little,
but what matters is we have Your Love. Thank You, Lord, and please, help us share Your Love
with everyone we meet. In Christ we pray. Amen.

Sing, Listen, or Read Hymn “My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less” #353 VSS. 1,2,4

1. My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness; | dare not trust the sweetest
frame, but wholly lean on Jesus' name.

Refrain:

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand, all other ground is sinking sand.

2. When darkness seems to hide his face, | rest on his unchanging grace; in every high and stormy
gale, my anchor holds within the veil.

Refrain:
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand, all other ground is sinking sand

4. When he shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in him be found, dressed in his
righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne.

Refrain:
On Christ, the solid rock, | stand; all other ground is sinking sand, all other ground is sinking sand.

A Time of Confession and Assurance

Lord, too often we have let the daily matters of living claim so much of our attention we have
neglected telling others about You. You help us cope with the good times and the hard times, but
unless we share You how will others come to know you. Forgive us, God, and help us to be more
comfortable making it very clear that You are our Lord.

(silent prayer of personal confession).................... Amen.



The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. May the God of mercy, who forgives us
all our sins, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal
life. Amen.

Sing, Listen, or Read Hymn  “He Hideth My Soul” VSS. 1,2,4

1. A wonderful Savior is Jesus my Lord, A wonderful Savior to me; He hideth my soul in the cleft
of the rock, Where rivers of pleasure | see.

Refrain:
He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock, That shadows a dry, thirsty land; He hideth my life in the
depths of His love, And covers me there with His hand, And covers me there with His hand.

2. A wonderful Savior is Jesus my Lord, He taketh my burden away, He holdeth me up and I shall
not be moved, He giveth me strength as my day.

Refrain:
He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock, That shadows a dry, thirsty land; He hideth my life in the
depths of His love, And covers me there with His hand, And covers me there with His hand.

4. When clothed with His brightness transported | rise To meet Him in clouds of the sky, His
perfect salvation, His wonderful love, I’ll shout with the millions on high.

Refrain:
He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock, That shadows a dry, thirsty land; He hideth my life in the
depths of His love, And covers me there with His hand, And covers me there with His hand.

Setting An Example
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Arthur Ashe was a world-class tennis player and a world-class father. He believed in leading by
example.

“My wife and I talk about this with our six-year-old daughter,” Ashe said in an interview just
before his death. “Children are much more impressed by what they see you do than by what you
say," he said. “Children at that age certainly keep you honest. If you have been preaching one thing
all along and all of a sudden you don't do it, they're going to bring it right up in your face.

“I tell her it's not polite to eat with your elbows on the table. Then after dinner I'm putting my
elbows up. She says, ""Daddy, your elbows are on the table.' You have to be man enough, or
woman enough, to say, ""You're right,' and take your elbows down. In fact, that's an even stronger
learning experience than her hearing it," said Ashe. “It means that she did listen in the past. She
understands it. And she recognizes it when she sees it. But it takes actions, rather than mere words,
to accomplish that."



We all know that, don't we? Actions always speak louder than words.

Chuck Swindoll tells about a three-year-old boy who had been learning the game of golf by
watching his grandfather play. “The boy was so enthused,' said his Grandpa, “I bought him his own
set of clubs." The following week the entire family had a cookout and the little boy who had
learned to golf by watching Grandpa announced, “Watch me play golf!" and then he said a no-no
word and threw his golf club into the pear tree!

That little fellow had learned about more than golf. And he did it by simply observing his
granddad.

St. Paul praised the Christians at Thessalonica for being “an example to all that believe in
Macedonia and Achaia." The people at Thessalonica had been worshipers of idols, but now they
were imitators of Christ. And they made this transition in the middle of much tribulation. There was
nothing phony in their witness; they were the real thing. And everyone who heard their story was
compelled by it. That's what we need today. People who are willing to be examples. People willing
to surrender their own pleasure and desires to the greater good. People who understand that the
world needs role models. An unknown author has described our world like this:

“We have taller buildings, but shorter tempers; wider freeways, but narrower viewpoints. We spend
more, but have less. We buy more, but enjoy it less. We have bigger houses and smaller families;
more conveniences, but less time. We have more degrees, but less sense; more knowledge, but less
judgement; more experts, but more problems; more medicine, but less wellness.

“We have multiplied our possessions, but reduced our values. We talk too much, love too seldom,
and hate too often. We've learned how to make a living, but not a life. We've added years to life,
not life to years.

“We've been all the way to the moon and back, but have trouble crossing the street to meet the new
neighbor. We've conquered outer space, but not inner space. We've cleaned up the air, but polluted
the soul. We've split the atom, but not our prejudice.

“We have higher incomes, but lower morals. We've become long on quantity, but short on quality.
These are the times of tall men and short character; steep profits and shallow relationships. These
are the times of world peace; but domestic warfare; more leisure, but less fun; more kinds of food,
but less nutrition. These are the days of two incomes, but more divorce; of fancier houses, but
broken homes. It is a time when there is much in the show window and nothing in the stockroom."

Whoever that writer is, he or she has described us well. Has a generation ever needed role models
more than this one? Has there ever been a generation more in need of people who will set an
example?



One of the most familiar faces on television in years gone by, belongs to Dave Thomas, the founder
of the Wendy's hamburger chain. When Dave Thomas was just fifteen, he dropped out of school
and moved out on his own. He got a full-time job in the restaurant business, and eventually created
the great success that is Wendy's. But in spite of all his success, Dave has never gotten over his
regret of dropping out of school. And he never felt comfortable when people pointed to him as a
successful drop-out. He didn't want to encourage kids today to follow his example.

So Dave decided to get his high school diploma. In the 90’s, he hired a tutor and began studying for
his GED, the equivalency exam that would grant him a high school diploma. It was hard work, but
eventually Dave took the test and passed. Now he had a high-school diploma. Someone at Coconut
Creek High School in Florida heard of Dave's effort, and so the student body decided to adopt him.
They invited Dave and his wife, Lorraine, to their prom, where they crowned them King and Queen
of the event. The students and faculty wanted to honor Dave for going back and taking care of
business.

I believe most of us can admire that in Dave Thomas. He didn't want to encourage young people to
follow his example and drop out of school, so when other men were retiring, Dave was going back
to high school. | wish everyone had that level of concern for the example they are setting for our

young.

There was an article in the news sometime back about a New York Assemblywoman who pleaded
to driving while alcohol-impaired. Nothing unusual about that, unfortunately. What was sad was
that she is the chair of the Assembly's Alcohol and Drug Abuse committee.

Do people not care about the impact they have on others anymore? Are we so self-centered as a
people that we no longer have any concern about the greater good?

There was another article in the papers about a member of the Labor Party in Great Britain, a
Member of Parliament, who was addressing a conference about the environmental damage caused
by cars. He railed that “the way we travel is damaging our towns, harming our countryside and
already changing the climate of the planet.”

What he said was fine and good until someone pointed out that this allegedly environmentally-
concerned politician railing at the damage cars do had arrived at the meeting in a stretch limousine.
Do they think people are dumb? Does no one have any shame anymore? We need heroes. People
who stand tall. People who don't say one thing and do another. People who believe that it is their
God-given duty to set a worthy example for others.

Once there was such a woman--a woman by the name of Dranafice. Dranafice, also known as Rose,
was a poor woman who lived many years ago in Albania. Rose and her husband opened their home
to the poor and hungry in their town. Whenever one of Rose's daughters would ask who the new
visitor at their dinner table was, Rose would answer that it was a relative. Rose's daughters grew up
believing that they came from an enormous extended family.



Even after Rose's husband died, and the family was plunged into poverty, Rose found a way to give
food to the hungry and help to the destitute. One of Rose's daughters was greatly influenced by her
mother's example of sacrificial love. And now, as Paul Harvey would say, for the rest of the story:
This daughter, Agnes, grew up to become an advocate for the poor all over the world. She devoted
her whole life to caring for those in need. For young Agnes grew up to become Mother Teresa, the
twentieth century's living example of Christ in the world.

Mother Teresa became who she was because of the example of her mother.

Examples matter. The best hope that the world has is that God will raise up people who understand
that our lives are intertwined--that who | am and what | do affects who you are and what you do. |
can look at my life and see that | am who | am because of the example of significant persons in my
life. And the same is true of you. This is how most people become followers of Christ. It is not
because someone argued them into the kingdom but because someone loved them into the kingdom
and set an example of Christ-like living.

Some of you may be familiar with Paul and Margaret Brand, medical doctors in India. India has
more than three million people with leprosy, and Dr. Paul Brand was the first orthopedic surgeon to
treat them. Dr. Margaret Brand is an ophthalmologist.

The Brands had one patient named Sadan who looked like “a miniature version of Gandhi." Sadan
understood what rejection as a leper was. He was made fun of, kicked, and even turned away from
hospitals. Sadan said, “I can still remember when Dr. Brand took my infected, ulcerated feet in his
hands. . .. Dr. Brand and his wife were the first medical workers who dared to touch me."

Sadan had undergone numerous operations including “tendon transfers, nerve stripping, toe
amputations, and cataract removal." Despite his suffering, here is how Sadan, a man who suffers
from leprosy characterized his life: “I must say that [ am now happy that I had this disease. Apart
from leprosy, | would have been a normal man with a normal family, chasing wealth and a higher
position in society. | would never have known such wonderful people as Dr. Paul and Dr. Margaret,
and I would never have known the God who lives in them."

That is how people come to Christ--they encounter Christ in those who follow him. That is why
Paul was praising the Christians at Thessalonica. This is how children grow into responsible adults.
This is how people come to faith in the living Christ. It is by those who care enough to sacrifice
their own selfish desires to live a life that contributes to the greater good. It is by those who care
enough to set an example of love, of joy, of hope, of courage.

There is a story in one of the CHICKEN SOUP FOR THE SOUL books told by a mother in Costa
Mesa, California. It was a hectic day in their home, she says, but with 10 children and one on the
way, every day was a bit hectic. On this particular day, however, this mother was having trouble
doing even routine chores--all because of one of her little boys.



Len, who was three at the time, was on her heels no matter where she went. Whenever she stopped
to do something and turned back around, she would trip over him. Several times, she patiently
suggested fun activities to keep Len occupied. “Wouldn't you like to play on the swing set?" she
asked again.

But he simply smiled an innocent smile and said, “Oh, that's all right, Mommy. I'd rather be in here
with you." Then he continued to bounce happily along behind her.

After stepping on his toes for the fifth time, Len's Mom began to lose her patience and insisted that
he go outside and play with the other children. When she asked him why he was acting this way, he
looked up at her with sweet green eyes and said, “Well, Mommy, in church school my teacher told
me to walk in Jesus' footsteps. But | can't see [Jesus], so I'm walking in yours."

And that's what it is all about, isn't it? Role models still count. Worthy examples still make a
difference. Perhaps, if the Christians at Thessalonica two thousand years ago had not been faithful
under immense hardship--setting examples of sacrificial love for their neighbors--you and | would
not be Christians at the end of this millennium.

Are you willing to stand tall for Christ today? Are you willing to set an example for those around
you?

Thanks be to God. Amen.
Sing, Listen, or Read Hymn “God Be With You” #542

1. God be with you till we meet again, loving counsels guide, uphold you, with a shepherd’s care
enfold you, God be with you till we meet again.

2. God be with you till we meet again, unseen wings protecting hide you, daily manna still provide
you, God be with you till we meet again.

3. God be with you till we meet again, when life’s perils thick confound you, put unfailing arms
around you, God be with you till we meet again.

4. God be with you till we meet again, keep love’s banner floating o’er you, smite death’s
threatening wave before you, God be with you till we meet again.

Blessing
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen.

Galatians 6:18



