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 I wonder how many really believe God hears what we say when we pray? I 

wonder how many times we say things when we pray that we really don’t mean, or we 

have a different idea about situations than the Lord has?  

 Turn with me tonight to Romans 1:9-16. This is basically a prayer that Paul made. 

Let’s begin reading: “For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel 

of his Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers; making 

request, if by any means now at length I might have a prosperous journey by the will of 

God to come unto you. For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual 

gift, to the end ye may be established; that is, that I may be comforted together with you 

by the mutual faith both of you and me. Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, 

that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was let hitherto,) that I might have 

some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles. I am debtor both to the Greeks, 

and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. So, as much as in me is, I am 

ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also. For I am not ashamed of the 

gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to 

the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” 

 I don’t think that anybody could read that passage and not understand that Paul 

had a desire to go to Rome. It was a continual burden to him. 

 Many of you may never have carried a burden like that, rather you just long for 

something. You long to be somewhere. You long to help somebody. And, often times, it 

is very frustrating. You long to help, but you can’t get there. You are unable to 

accomplish what you really want to do, and therefore, you live a life of frustration. You 

think, “If I could just get there, I could help them!” “If I could get there, maybe I could 

teach them, and perhaps they would understand better.” 

 Paul writes letters to Rome, but sometimes writing a letter is not enough.  

 I write my children notes every once in awhile, but may I say; there are many 

days I have a longing just to see them! Do you understand? And, there are times I write 

churches letters, but I have a longing to see them. 

 There is nothing wrong with what Paul is asking. There is nothing wrong with 

what he is saying. 

 I am going to give you a test at the end of this message, so do not go to sleep or 

you will fail the test! I want you to listen to what I am saying, so you can answer the 

questions. First of all, I want us to understand that everyone doesn’t have the same 

longings. If you hear me talk about Wales, or someone else talk about Wales, you may 

say “Who cares?” 

 I can remember the first time I ever moved. I moved from North Carolina to 

Knoxville, Tennessee. My dear mother stood on the front porch as we were getting ready 

to go out. She took me by the arm, and she said, “E. G. there are a lot of churches here 

that need pastors.” Mama didn’t understand the longing that was in my heart for 

someone. She didn’t understand the burden that I carried for someone. To her it was 

alright to stay right there. Her thinking was, “They need the Gospel here, don’t they?” 

  



 

 

 It didn’t make any difference where Paul was, there was a need for the preaching 

of the Word of God. There was something in his heart that caused him to want to go to 

Rome. He came before God with an honest heart and an honest petition. He made the 

petition, but notice what he said in verse 10: “Making request, if by any means now at 

length I might have a prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto you.” 

 Can I put that in the “New Ed Version?” I want God to get me there any way he 

can! Right? Anyway He can, and, I want to come. That’s dangerous, because God may 

just take you there anyway He can! Do you understand? 

 Now, I don’t know what Paul had in his mind as to how he was going to get to 

Rome. But I certainly don’t think his plans were God’s plans or God’s plans were his 

plans. There was a meeting of the mind about the fact of a burden, but how the burden 

was going to be executed was up in the air! 

 Paul said, “You get me to Rome by any means … anyway you can.” 

 Well, we’re all familiar with the saying, “all roads lead to Rome.” And I think in 

Paul’s mind he thought if he could get to Rome (the center of civilization), he could 

literally spread the Gospel around the world. If he could get to Rome, and set up the 

evangelistic association he would evangelize the world. He could preach in the big 

auditoriums. He could win thousands to the Lord! 

 By the way, that’s our hope as preachers! Don’t let anybody fool you. No one 

wants to preach to the “Wood” family. I don’t care how bad they are at preaching.  I 

don’t even want to preach to them! We want to preach to “people!” And, by the way, if 

you are worth your salt, you want to have some kind of effect. I’d hate to live this life and 

never have affected anyone’s life, wouldn’t you? I’d hate to die and nobody miss me. 

 I have done this. I’ve set aside $1,000, and told my wife, “When I die, give 

everybody who comes $50.00 – that way the house will be full, and I won’t be ashamed!” 

 Paul literally wanted the Gospel to go around the world, and Rome was the center 

of the world. Even though there were believers there, he had a desire to go to strengthen 

them that the Couriers of the Cross might spread across the world and the Gospel could 

go! Listen to his burden: “For I long to see you. . . .” I’ve written to you. I’ve read your 

letters, but “. . . I long to see you. . . .” Can you feel the burden of his heart? Then he said, 

“. . . that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift. . . ” I want to give you something that 

only I can give you. 

 Now listen. You’ve never met a Christian who can’t give you something you 

could get nowhere else.  

  Paul said, I want to come. I want to teach you. I want to give you a “spiritual 

gift” that you can have. That is my desire. And then he said I want us to “be comforted 

together.” I can feel the emotion in the man’s thinking and in his wording. “I just want to 

come!” Could we put it (as Hinkle Little would have said) in Mountain Hebrew?  “I just 

want to come to be a blessing to you!”  

 Because of his desires, he calls on the church to pray. He said, “I want you to 

pray.” Don’t you think that he was picturing himself in the great city itself, standing there 

with the power of God on him, proclaiming the Word of God to the masses that were in 

Rome. “I want to be there. I want to preach to you!” 

 



 

 I can picture him in gentleness, the gentleness of God, as he comes to the place of 

man’s grim hardness – exalting the Son of God where the sons of men have exalted 

themselves. It was his desire to go there. Paul longed to preach in Rome. He prayed to go 

to Rome, and they prayed for Paul to come to Rome. 

 God granted his request in a strange way. If you look at Acts 28:14: “. . . we 

found brethren, and were desired to tarry with them seven days: and so we went toward 

Rome.”  He found these brothers who were going to Rome and stayed a week with them, 

and then headed for Rome. 

 Paul arrived at Rome. Acts chapters 27 and 28 gives the account of it. If I had to 

go to Rome, I wouldn’t want to go that way! But, can I tell you? I’ve been places that 

were probably about as bad! Really. 

 These two chapters give graphic details of his journey to Rome. I want you to see 

the events. First, he appeals to Caesar, and leaves for Rome as a prisoner! I don’t think 

that was ever his plan. I believe he wanted to enter triumphantly into Rome, with the 

church shouting and the crowds coming. But, it doesn’t happen! 

  May I say to you, these missionaries you are sending shall not be welcome? 

There shall be no fanfare, because in most places they are not wanted! 

 It was different than he imagined. He entered a prisoner between two Roman 

soldiers. Oh, he’s going to preach. He is going to carry out God’s plan, but do you really 

think this was what he expected? I don’t know, but I doubt it! He encountered contrary 

winds. He was on his way to Rome, and all of a sudden he was in a storm!  

 By the way, if you are headed into the will of God, you are headed into a storm! 

 There he is, tossed to and fro on the ocean. They threw the cargo off. They threw 

the tackling off. They suffered a ship wreck. They shared an island with barbarous 

people. But, he got to Rome. That was his request, was it not? “. . . if by any means. . . .” 

he said. He arrived there! 

 Now, I want you to compare the request with the answer.  The request, “. . . if by 

any means. . . .” By what means did Paul get there? By appealing to Caesar; by means of 

an infuriated mob in Jerusalem; and by means of Felix, Festus, and Agrippa. But may I 

say, standing before them, he gave them the opportunity to receive the Gospel, and, can I 

suggest to you, if it had not been for his prayer to get to Rome any way he could, those 

three men may never have been witnessed to. Even though it was not in his plan, it was in 

God’s plan to get the Gospel to them –just like it was to get the Gospel to those in Rome. 

 And, by the way, do something on the way to where you are going. If you don’t, 

you aren’t going to do anything when you get where you are going. (Don’t ask me to 

repeat that!) 

 You see. All the way and on the journey, even when he is cast on the island with 

barbarous people, God is doing miracles through him. Even though he’s not in the center 

of culture and the center of the world, he is telling people the good news of the Gospel, 

and people are being saved who shall go and tell others. He is accomplishing the desire of 

his heart even though he is not at the place he wants to be. But, he is going to go there! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 I’ve been places kicking and screaming. I didn’t want to go. Don’t look at me like 

that and grin! I’m just telling the truth about it, and you are trying to hide it! A lot of us 

have been there! We didn’t want to go.  

 I remember when they called us to the church in Chicago. My wife said, “I’m not 

going!” 

 I said, “Surely, you will?” 

 “I’m not going. That’s the home of the Mafia. I’m not about to go there!” 

 But, we went. And, thank God we did! There are people preaching around the 

world because I took a trip to Chicago. 

 Paul said I had dangers of foes, dangers of false brethren, dangers of the heathen, 

dangers of the great deep, and dangers of starvation. But, his request was answered. He’s 

going to Rome. He wasn’t going on a cabin cruiser! And, by the way, the trip was paid 

for! He didn’t have to pay for anything! But, he didn’t ask God for a first class ticket. He  

just asked God to get there! He said, “I want to go. I have a desire to go.” And God said, 

“If that be your desire, this is the way I’ll take you.” I believe he would have prayed 

differently if he had understood God’s plan. “Making request, if by any means now at 

length I might have a prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto you.” Really, 

he did not come unto them, but was brought to them, bound between Roman soldiers! In 

verse 11 he said, “For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to 

the end ye may be established . . . ”  

 How did he minister in Rome? It certainly was not in great auditoriums. He had a 

hired house. In that hired house he was chained between two guards. He witnessed to a 

few at a time. Once in awhile a group would be permitted in and he would witness to a 

little groups. There is no telling how many people he won while he was in Rome – 

chained between two men. God got him there. God answered his request. He longed to 

see them at Rome, and God brought him there. But, no! He didn’t bring him there on a 

white horse. He didn’t bring him there as a conquering hero. But, he was a hero! 

 God had different plans than Paul had! Paul was suffered to dwell by himself with 

soldiers to keep him. He wanted to go out and speak to hundreds, but they came in their 

half dozen or so. Preaching? Yes, but only to a few in a room where he was a prisoner. 

 When God answered Paul’s prayer, every bit of his request was turned inside out. 

The answer was as different from the request as it possibly could be.  

  

 Now, I want to ask you three questions that no one can answer but you. There are 

two possible answers to each question: Yes or No.: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

1. ARE YOU WILLING FOR GOD TO ANSWER YOUR PRAYER HIS 

WAY? 

 

 The answer is a simple yes or no. 

  

 When God burdens our heart or the hearts of any of his people, we know that it is 

His will. Why would God burden your heart for something, and it not be His will for you 

to see it accomplished? Why would God give you a burden and say, “Well, I’m sorry 

you’ve got this burden, but now you can’t fulfill it!” The fact that you have a burden is a 

good indication that it is God’s will. 

 Paul understood it was God’s will for him to go to Rome. He wanted to go to 

Rome, and God got him to Rome. But, I think, in a little different way than he had 

planned. You see, “His will.” 

 But are we willing for Him to carry out His will and to answer our prayers His 

way? That loved one that you have been praying for or about, would you be willing for 

God to bring him to death’s door in order to answer that prayer? 

 Listen to me. I learned this the hard way. I used to pray for my girls, and I’d say, 

“Oh, God, I want you to deal in their lives. I want you to deal in their lives. I want you to 

deal in their lives.” And God would begin to deal in their lives, and do you know what I’d 

do? I’d go get them out of the fix they were in! Right? You’ve never done that? I’d go 

straighten out the mess! And I started to straighten out a mess one time, and God said, 

“Now, wait a minute, Ed. Who is handling this, Me or you? Quit asking me if you are 

going to do it!” 

 I said, “I believe I’ll just let You do it!” 

 And, I can tell you. For several years my girls were out of the will of God, out of 

church, but today they are both in church. Three of my grandchildren just got saved, have 

been baptized, and joined the church. It is a lot better when you let God do it His way 

than when you start doing it your way and think you can accomplish it better than He can. 

 Paul couldn’t get to Rome any other way, and that was the way God was taking 

him. Are you willing for God to answer your prayer His way? When we bow at the 

Mercy Seat, would we really be willing to say to God, “I want you to answer this Your 

way.” 

 Somebody has said God answers prayer three ways: yes, no, and wait! Somebody 

added to that –it’s four ways: yes, no, wait, and “that’s just stupid!” I think that’s right. 

I’ve asked God for things. He let me have those things, but I didn’t like the way they 

came! I’ll be honest with you.  

 I went to Wales with Dr. Talbot Moore, and I began to pray for Wales. It was 

never in my plans to go, really!  And, by the way, would you be willing to go, if it wasn’t 

in your plans? If it hadn’t been for Rex, I wouldn’t have gone. I don’t know whether to 

hug him or kick him! 

 Can you answer that question? Are you willing for God to answer your prayer His 

way? 

 



 

 

2. ARE YOU WILLING FOR GOD TO ANSWER YOUR PRAYER IN HIS 

TIME? 

 

 Paul might have said, “Now I’m off to Rome. I’ve got a burden to go to Rome, 

and I’m going to Rome.” 

 “How are you going to get there, Paul?” 

 “Well, I don’t know. God’s laid it on my heart. I’ll get there any way I can. I’m 

just going to Rome.” 

 “What are you going to do when you get there?” 

 “I don’t know. I’m just going to Rome!” 

 You see, it was in his mind and in his heart. He wanted to go to Rome then. But 

he didn’t go to Rome then. It took years. And he waited for years. He could have rushed 

right off, but Paul was wise enough and willing to wait for God’s timing. 

 Remember, you never push a door open. 

 Paul arrived at Rome at the moment he was supposed to be there. It was in God’s 

perfect time. God caused Agrippa, Festus, Felix, and Caesar to fulfill His will. And, by 

the way, can you imagine Paul sitting down when he got to Rome saying, “I cannot 

believe this! I finally got here, and they paid my way! I would never have gotten here like 

this, but God has brought me here by the wrath of men and the fury of nature.” God just 

kept his servant in His will and brought him to the place where he wanted to be and used 

him there.  

 Can you answer that question? Would you be willing for God to answer your 

prayers His way? Would you be willing for God to answer your prayers in His time? I 

don’t know about you, but I don’t like to wait! I go into the queue at the grocery store. 

Three or four people are there, and I’m ready to go. “What’s wrong with you folks? I’m 

Dr. Moore! I don’t like to wait!” I go to the airports now. Hundreds are in line. It is 

aggravating! 

 I wish I could confine that to only natural things, but I don’t like to wait 

spiritually, do you? If I ask God for something, I want it yesterday! After all, He is 

omnipotent.  He can do anything. What is He waiting for? Sometimes I am very 

impatient with God, and I struggle with it! I don’t struggle with Him. He doesn’t pay me 

any mind. I struggle with myself. Having to wait!  

 

 

 

3. ARE YOU WILLING TO HAVE GOD ANSWER YOUR PRAYERS FOR HIS 

PURPOSE? 

 

 Paul said, “I want to go to Rome that I may preach.” God said, “I’m sending you 

to Rome that you may write. I don’t want you to preach in Rome, I want you to write.” 

He calmed him down, set him aside, and the great Prison Epistles are the result. What a 

difference. 

 

  



 

 

 Even though the desire was right and the desire was put there by God, God’s plan 

and Paul’s plan were accomplished in different ways. The purpose that God had for him 

going to Rome was entirely different than he thought. He wanted to go preach to the 

people. But if he had of preached to them, and it had never been recorded: he would have 

just preached to them. I can sit down and read him day in a day out, and learn from him. 

He is preaching to all of us, because God got him to the right place at the right time, and 

he did the right thing –even though it was not his plan, it was God’s plan. 

 And so you see, sometimes we want God to answer our prayers for our purpose! 

Paul, during the two years at the hired house with time to write, wrote the Prison Epistles. 

Had it not been for that time in Rome, some of the most important books of the Bible 

may not have been written.  

 Jesus gives us the example when He prayed. I don’t know what went through the 

heart of Jesus. He was in the garden praying. He was so deep in prayer that he sweat as it 

were great drops of blood. He said “. . . if it be possible, let this cup pass from me. . . .” 

Then He says probably the greatest Words He ever said, “. . . nevertheless not as I will, 

but as thou wilt.”  

 Would we be willing to say tonight in this meeting, “Lord, nevertheless not my 

will –Your will be done.” Jesus said it for you. Could you say it for Him? 

 “Nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.” Mine hour has come. He was willing 

to live and to die for God’s purpose to be worked out –even the redemption of the world. 

Christ left us the example to follow. 

 

 Robert Nichol has written these words. 

  He prayed for strength that he might achieve: 

   He was made weak that he might obey.  

  He prayed for health that he might do great things: 

   He was given an infirmity that he might do better things. 

  He prayed for riches that he might be happy: 

   He was given poverty that he might be wise. 

  He prayed for power that he might have the praise of men: 

   He was given disappointment that he might feel the need for God. 

  He prayed for all things that he might enjoy life: 

   He was given life that he might enjoy all things. 

  He had received nothing he asked for but all that he hoped for: 

   His prayer was answered, and he was greatly blessed. 

 Three simple questions.  Dr. Talbot Moore can’t answer them for you. I can’t 

answer them for you. Only you can answer them. Three simple questions. Yes or no. 

How you answer them will determine to some extent your joy in life. If you can be happy 

just letting God answer your prayers His way, in His time, and for His purpose, you can 

enjoy the trip to Rome –even in the storm! 
 


