
The cross in Galatians 
 The book of Galatians is concerned with law and grace, the Judaizers had made no little impact 
on the Church of Galatia by exerting pressure to return to many of the practices of Judaism. The 
deeds of the law and works of the flesh are very comforting in that they are satisfying to the flesh and 
makes one feel they have some merit to offer God for their salvation. Man loves merit, we hear many 
say, “I keep the ten commandments” we know that no one ever kept them but Jesus. Many would say 
I go to Church or Chapel, tithe, give to the poor; these are admirable practices but should be 
performed because of and not for salvation. The Judaizers felt a comfort in the keeping of some of the 
rituals of the law and felt that those who did not keep them might not be saved and if they were 
indeed saved they were certainly not as right with God as they. Paul draws sharp contrast between law 
and grace (Gal 3:11) “But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, [it is] evident: for, The 
just shall live by faith.” You see, works build up the flesh, and faith builds the spirit. If man could be 
justified by the keeping of the law Christ need not have been crucified.  
 Three verses in Galatians demonstrate the conflict of the Cross of Christ with those who would 
try to add or subtract from the sufficiency of Christ sacrificial death on the cross.   

The Cross is offensive 
Galatians 5:11 

 The word offence as used in Galatians 5:11 is very interesting, it is the Greek word “skandalon” 
according to Thayer it means “the movable stick or trigger of a trap, a trap stick any impediment 
placed in the way and causing one to stumble or fall, (a stumbling block, occasion of stumbling), i.e. a 
rock which is a cause of stumbling. Fig. applied to Jesus Christ, whose person and career were so 
contrary to the expectations of the Jews concerning the Messiah, that they rejected him and by their 
obstinacy made shipwreck of their salvation, any person or thing by which one is (entrapped) drawn 
into error or sin” 
 It would seem from that definition that if we try to add circumcision, keeping of days or certain 
laws then we are trapped by our sin. It is quite offensive to the flesh to have no part in salvation but to 
accept the finished work of Christ on the cross. The lost stumble at the Cross and complain that it is 
too simple; the believer stumbles because they feel that their works should add to their salvation. 
Therefore the cross becomes offensive to both. This is the same problem the religious leaders had in 
Jesus day, Jesus did not observe their man made regulations concerning the law, Christ became a 
stumbling block and they were trapped by their preconceived notions of the Christ and rejected their 
true Messiah. 

The Cross of Christ brings persecution 
Galatians 6:12 

 The Jews wanted to keep rituals that set them apart as Jews, if they did not do so they would be 
persecuted by non believing Jews. We might well call it “being secret disciples” today. The flesh 
always cringes at the Cross, and some in Galatia wanted to demonstrate the flesh rather than 
surrender to the sufficiency of the Cross. That is prevalent in our day, though the controversy is not 
over circumcision there is a broad spectrum of flesh demonstrations in our day to prevent persecution 
because of the cross. Many have adopted the practices of the world to avoid persecution of the cross. 
They have come to accept music, dress and attitudes like the world to become in order to become non-
offensive to the unbeliever. We are instructed to become user friendly and appealing to the world. 
Why? To avoid the persecution of the Cross! 

The Cross is the Christians Glory 
Galatians 6:14 

 For the true child of God our glory is not in the keeping of the law or outward signs and 
demonstrations of the flesh. It is in the Cross of Christ for there the love of God was demonstrated and 
the law of God was fulfilled. (Psalm 85:10) “Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and 
peace have kissed [each other].” The law’s penalty had been paid, the sinners pardon provided. The 



sinner had a near kinsman, the debt was paid and freedom was provided. Glory to God mercy was 
extended, truth reigned, righteousness was provided and  peace was experienced. Why should we 
glory in anything except the cross of Christ?  
 
 
 
 
 


