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FIELDS

Jesus spoke many times about 
fields, vineyards, seed, and 
trees and made spiritual 

application using these as illus-
trations. John 4:35- 36 is one 
such example. “Say not ye, There 
are yet four months, and then 
cometh harvest? behold, I say 
unto you, Lift up your eyes, and 
look on the fields; for they are 
white already to harvest. And 
he that reapeth receiveth wages, 
and gathereth fruit unto life 
eternal: that both he that soweth 
and he that reapeth may rejoice 
together.” In His discourses, He 
gave us the understanding that 
all fields and soils are not alike 
and do not all produce the same.

When I lived in Illinois, 
I admired the beautiful, rich, 
black soil and thought if we had 
had that soil when I was a boy 
what good crops we could have 
produced in North Carolina. In 
the Netherlands, I saw fields that 
seemed to stretch for eternity 
covered with an array of beauti-
fully colored tulips. Our fields at 
home were covered with tobacco 
and cotton. The difference was 
the soils. The soil, to some 
extent, dictated what we grew 
simply because certain crops 
flourished in particular soils.

I am convinced that in 
Christianity we expect all fields 
to produce alike. True, we are to 
sow the Word of God, and the 
harvest should be the souls of 
men. However, we must realize 
that soils are varied, and some 

produce better than others. In 
my younger days, we had to 
till the soil, then harrow, make 
rows, and plant the seed. Today 
the soil is seldom tilled. The 
seed is drilled in, and the crops 
thrive. I think some preach-
ers like the drilling method 
of sowing the Gospel today.

What does this have to do 
with the Gospel? I was a pastor 
for many years before going into 
missions, and I thought every-
one’s soil was alike. My field, in 
missions, has been Europe, in 
general, and Wales, in particu-
lar. Having been accustomed 
to the lively style of southern 
worship, the stoic style of the 
European culture was a shock 
to the system. It is difficult to 
keep your thoughts when you 
are accustomed to the con-
gregation punctuating your 
sentences with a hearty AMEN 
and instead you are faced with 
dead silence. If at the end of the 
message someone says, “Good 
word, Pastor,” that is as exuber-
ant as it gets. Fields are different!

In Wales we have a good 
friend who does “open air” 
preaching, better known to 
Americans as street preach-
ing. In many countries this is, 
for the most part, accepted, but 
he battles with the environ-
mental police. If he happens 
to be too loud, he is told to 
tone it down or to stop alto-
gether. At times, he is shut 
down because he is offensive 

to the Muslim population. On 
a good day, he is just cursed, 
ridiculed, and has a few flying 
objects tossed at him. Some-
times he has to do a fast retreat 
to avoid physical violence.

In my field, medical mis-
sions will not draw a crowd. 
They have health care. In my 
field, they do not need humani-
tarian aid as do other parts of 
the world. If you set up for an 
open-air event, they will not 
walk miles to hear what you 
have to say. In my field, we 
never report having three hun-
dred saved in a week. In fact, 
we are blessed to have one or 
two saved. In my field, you 
are not welcomed as a knight 
in shining armor. In con-
trast, I have been chastised for 
being in the country, told to 
get out of the country, and told 
that I am not needed there.

My field is not one of the 
popular fields. The popular 
fields are those fields where hun-
dreds are being saved, and that 
is, indeed, a matter of rejoic-
ing, and we praise the LORD 
for that. In my field, we rejoice 
over the one, two, or three 
who come to know the Lord 
and hope that some will see 
our field worthy of support.

“I say unto you, that like-
wise joy shall be in heaven 
over one sinner that repen-
teth, more than over ninety and 
nine just persons, which need 
no repentance” (Luke 15:7).  

I am convinced 
that in 
Christianity we 
expect all fields 
to produce 
alike.

In my field, 
you are not 
welcomed as 
a knight in 
shining armor. 
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