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We want to thank all of those who have given toward publishing 
The Eagle magazine. As funds have come in, we have 

set the support aside, and because of YOU we are 
able to print and mail out this issue of The Eagle as 

well as post it on the tolbertmoore.com website.

Dear Readers,

Many friends have loved and supported me through the 71 years I have 
been an ordained Baptist preacher. The love and grace of God have blessed all 
of us as we preach the Gospel reaching as many of the nations of the world as 
we have had the opportunity. The Gospel of Jesus Christ has saved us with-
out works or pay. Jesus Christ is and has been in us and with us day by day, 
hour by hour, through burdens, disappointments, heartaches, and victories!

My prayer for the new year is this: by God’s grace we will still go for-
ward with the Gospel of Christ. The need is ever greater as so many children 
are growing up in homes that are not Christian and attending schools that 
teach that as long as they do their best, they are okay. It is God Who creates 
the need of which no human being is conscious until He manifests Himself.

Let’s pray for ourselves and each other more fervently than ever. 
Sometimes we are the ones who are blinded from the urgency, think-
ing it is impossible! But with God, all things are possible.

God bless you in all your efforts to be used by Him in the coming year.

   
    In His Grip,

 Tolbert Moore, Founder/Editor

http://www.tolbertmoore.com
http://www.galilean-baptist.org
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for a moment, worketh for us 
a far more exceeding and eter-
nal weight of glory; While we 
look not at the things which are 
seen, but at the things which are 
not seen: for the things which are 
seen are temporal; but the things 
which are not seen are eternal. 
For we know that if our earthly 
house of this tabernacle were dis-
solved, we have a building of 
God, an house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens.”

The Bible, in at least three 
different passages, talks about 
looking. Here in verse 18, we 
read “While we look not at 
the things which are seen.”

Isaiah 45:22 says, “Look 
unto me, and be ye saved, all 
the ends of the earth: for I am 
God, and there is none else.”

Then we are invited to look 
unto Jesus in Hebrews 12:2, 
“Looking unto Jesus the author 
and finisher of our faith; who for 
the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is set down at the 
right hand of the throne of God.”

I want to focus this morn-
ing on the portion of our text 
that says we look not at things 
that are seen for they are tem-
poral. They are temporary, 
and they will soon pass away.

In my almost 90 years, 
I remember a lot of things that 
were here when I was a lad, 
but they are not here any-
more. They were temporary. 
There were families I thought 
would be here forever. I knew 
my Great Grandad and Grand-
mother Grizzle. I thought they 
would be here forever, but 
after a little while, they were 
gone. Then my Grandpa and 
Grandma Grizzle were gone. 
They were temporary. We are 
only here temporarily. Some 
a little longer than others, but 
we are all passing this way 
but once. We are not to look 
at things that are perishing.

The looking he is talk-
ing about is implying that 
we are looking unto some-
thing for strength. I don’t 
have anything to look to for 
strength this morning. I have 
none! But, I am looking to 
Him to see me through.

Looking unto Him. We 
look not to the things that are 
seen because they are only here 
for a short while. They are here 
temporarily. There were (and 
are) some precious things, some 
precious people, and some won-
derful experiences, but they 
were (or will be) only brief.

Some of the greatest bless-
ings that I have ever had 
spiritually didn’t last long. The 
Holy Spirit would bless, and we 
would have revivals and move-
ments, and souls would be 
saved sometimes by the hun-
dreds! But it would only last for 
a very short period. Don’t look 
at those things that are passing.

What does He say we 
should look to? Look with me 

In my almost 
90 years, 
I remember 
a lot of things 
that were here 
when I was 
a lad, but they 
are not here 
anymore. 
They were 
temporary. 

I am just two months away 
from being 90 years old. I 
have been a Gospel Preacher 

for 75 years. I have pastored 
churches and preached all over 
the country and in other parts of 
the world. God has never let me 
down. He has never failed me. 
I am trusting Him this morning.

I woke up in the middle 
of the night with symptoms 
of the flu that’s going around 
again. It left me quite weak, but 
I feel like the Lord wants me to 
preach this sermon. Under nor-
mal circumstances, if I felt like 
I do this morning, I would not 
preach, but I feel in my heart 
that this sermon is needed 
and should be preached, so 
please bear with me and pray.

Turn with me to II Corin-
thians 4:16-5:1, “For which cause 
we faint not; but though our out-
ward man perish, yet the inward 
man is renewed day by day. For 
our light affliction, which is but 

by Dr. Tolbert Moore

Eternal
Things
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Get Dr. Moore's beautiful hardbound book. Call today!

Dr. Moore addresses prac-
tical, timely subjects such 
as DOCTRINE, SERVICE, 
and FELLOWSHIP in this 
compilation of his ”My 
Life's Convictions” articles.

Get your own auto-
graphed copy today for 
a gift of $20 towards the 
publishing cost of The 
Eagle.

Call 770-995-7045 to 
request your copy today! 

My Life's Convictions
again at verse 18. “. . . but at the 
things which are not seen. . . .”

I cannot see the strength 
that I need this morning. You 
cannot see the strength that 
you need. I always thought 
it was in my body. I had 
a healthy body. I had to have 
a healthy body, or I wouldn’t 
have lasted as long as I have!

Don’t look at tempo-
rary things. They will pass. 
Look at things you cannot see. 
Look at eternal things. Eter-
nal means perpetual. It means 
on and on. There is no end.

A preacher up in Chatta-
nooga used to say, “The only 
end of eternal life is the end 
you get on!” That is a very 
good statement, isn’t it?

It says, “. . . for the things 
which are seen are tempo-
ral; but the things which 
are not seen are eternal.”

If the Lord will help me, 
I want to take a few more 
moments to say that there is one 
thing in my heart and life that is 
the same as it was the first Sun-
day in May of 1941, when the 
Lord Jesus Christ came into my 
heart and life as a 12-year-old 
lad of a boy. I can feel that same 
Spirit. He has not changed. Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever. That doesn’t 
change! Salvation does not 
change. If you are born again, 
you have eternal salvation.

Old Brother Cab Ben-
ton was Wanna Winfrey’s dad. 
He lived to be over 100. In 
his early years, he was a Free 
Will preacher. He felt like you 
could denounce Christ and 
lose your salvation. He didn’t 
think it would be usual, but it 
could be done. His son-in-law, 
Gene Winfrey, kind of believed 
that himself for a while, but 
he got to reading his Bible and 
found out that what he had 
was not temporary. It was for-
ever! It does not change!

We change, our bod-
ies change, our mind changes, 

to go back to things that are real, 
things that are eternal, things we 
can count on to never change.

Praise God for the power 
of the Holy Spirit to help me 
this morning! Now, let’s take 
some time and give testimony 
as to what the eternal things 
of God mean to our lives.  

[Dr. Moore called on one 
man in the congregation to 
stand and give his testimony, 
and the testimonies contin-
ued all over the congregation. 
Young preachers would tes-
tify and then preach a little! 
What a glorious time to be 
reminded of eternal things that 
won’t change and how faithful 
God is to all of us, no mat-
ter what our circumstance!

This sermon was preached 
on December 2, 2018, at 
Galilean Baptist Church, 
Lawrenceville, Georgia.]

In this country 
we need to 

stop getting 
carried away 

with things that 
are passing. We 

are zeroing in 
on things that 

are passing 
away. Our life 

goals are based 
on things that 
will perish. We 

need to go back 
to things that 

are real, things 
that are eternal, 

things we can 
count on to 

never change.

and our circumstances change, 
but the things that are eternal 
are the things that are impor-
tant. I live in a house that is over 
100 years old. My wife inher-
ited it, and she wanted to live 
in that house! We had plenty 
of land and plenty of money to 
buy a new house, but she would 
point that finger and say “No, 
I want the home-house.” It has 
been here over 100 years. It was 
built at the turn of the century 
(the 1900s), but it is pass-
ing away. It costs a lot now to 
keep it up, and in a few years, 
I will have paid for it again with 
repairs because it is temporary.

I want to tell you, in this 
country we need to stop get-
ting carried away with things 
that are passing. We are zero-
ing in on things that are passing 
away. Our life goals are based on 
things that will perish. We need 

One thing in my 
heart and life  

is the same as 
it was the first 

Sunday in May 
of 1941, when 
the Lord Jesus 

Christ came into 
my heart and 

life as a 12-year-
old lad of a boy.

mailto:bleather@windstream.net
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The tragic story of King 
David’s sin is recorded 
for us in the Word of 

God. This is not recorded 
in order to place David’s sin 
on public display but to pro-
vide for all time and all people 
a way back to God. David’s 
heart cry in Psalm 51 is the 
sinner’s guide back to God.

We all have a story to tell. 
It is the story of our souls. 
Our Lord is “not willing that 
any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance” 
(II Peter 3:9). I hope you know 
the Lord Jesus as your per-
sonal Saviour. Live your life 
in obedience to Him. When 
you recognize you are no lon-
ger in fellowship with Christ, 
find your way back to God.

The Bible says in 
Psalm 51:1-19,

“Have mercy upon me, 
O God, according to thy lov-
ingkindness: according unto the 
multitude of thy tender mercies 
blot out my transgressions. Wash 
me throughly from mine iniq-
uity, and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I acknowledge my transgres-
sions: and my sin is ever before 

me. Against thee, thee only, have 
I sinned, and done this evil in thy 
sight: that thou mightest be jus-
tified when thou speakest, and 
be clear when thou judgest.

“Behold, I was shapen in 
iniquity; and in sin did my 
mother conceive me. Behold, 
thou desirest truth in the inward 
parts: and in the hidden part 
thou shalt make me to know 
wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, 
and I shall be clean: wash me, 
and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Make me to hear joy and glad-
ness; that the bones which thou 
hast broken may rejoice. Hide thy 

face from my sins, and blot out 
all mine iniquities. Create in me 
a clean heart, O God; and renew 
a right spirit within me. Cast me 
not away from thy presence; and 
take not thy holy spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of thy 
salvation; and uphold me with 
thy free spirit. Then will I teach 
transgressors thy ways; and sin-
ners shall be converted unto thee.

“Deliver me from blood-
guiltiness, O God, thou God of 
my salvation: and my tongue 
shall sing aloud of thy righ-
teousness. O Lord, open thou 
my lips; and my mouth shall 
shew forth thy praise. For thou 
desirest not sacrifice; else would 
I give it: thou delightest not 
in burnt offering. The sacri-
fices of God are a broken spirit: 
a broken and a contrite heart. 
O God, thou wilt not despise.

“Do good in thy good plea-
sure unto Zion: build thou the 
walls of Jerusalem. Then shall 
thou be pleased with the sac-
rifices of righteousness, with 
burnt offering and whole burnt 
offering: then shall they offer 
bullocks upon thine altar.”

One of the most amaz-
ing personalities in all of 
human history is King David. 
If you travel in the Middle East 
today, centuries after the time 
he lived, people still speak of 
King David. Some of the most 
beautiful and luxurious places 
in that part of the world are 

This is not 
recorded in 

order to place 
David’s sin on 
public display 

but to provide 
for all time and 

all people a way 
back to God. 

The Story of My Soul
by Dr. Clarence Sexton

http://www.galilean-baptist.org
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This terrible sin 
had become 
a part of his 
life, and there 
was no one 
else to blame.

named after him. The flag of the 
nation of Israel is adorned with 
the Star of David. His image 
is impressed upon that entire 
nation even to this day. Very 
few men have ever lived and 
influenced so many as he did.

In Psalm 51 David opened 
his heart and poured out his 
soul. He was opening the door 
of his soul, publicly declaring, 
“Come inside and see the dark-
est day of my life. Come inside 
and view something that I wish 
to God had never taken place. 
I thought it was a secret, but 
God recorded it in His eter-
nal Word so that millions may 
witness my terrible tragedy. 
This is the story of my soul.”

His Saviour
David’s story begins with God. 
The Bible says in Psalm 51:1, 
“Have mercy upon me, O God, 
according to thy lovingkindness: 
according unto the multitude 
of thy tender mercies.” Because 
of God’s mercy, David dis-
covered the way back to God. 
In his dark hour, David had 
turned away from the Lord. 
This terrible sin had become 
a part of his life, and there 
was no one else to blame. The 
fifty-first Psalm is the story 
of David’s way back to God.

After the prophet Nathan 
confronted David with his ter-
rible sin, the Bible records the 
words of Nathan to David. In II 
Samuel 12:14 he said, “Howbeit, 
because by this deed thou hast 
given great occasion to the ene-
mies of the Lord to blaspheme, 
the child also that is born unto 
thee shall surely die.” Having 
delivered this message of death, 
the prophet Nathan departed 
from the presence of the king.

The Bible says in II Samuel 
12:15, “And Nathan departed 
unto his house. And the Lord 
struck the child that Uriah’s wife 
bare unto David, and it was very 
sick.” David had an adulter-
ous relationship with a woman 

by the name of Bathsheba. 
Because of the sin, Bathsheba 
bore David’s child. To cover 
his sin, David had her husband 
Uriah killed. A year later, God 
sent the prophet Nathan to con-
front David with his terrible 
sin. Part of David’s judgment 
was the death of his child.

The Bible continues in verse 
16, “David therefore besought 
God for the child; and David 
fasted, and went in, and lay all 
night upon the earth.” Notice the 
Bible says that David “besought 
God.” He turned to God.

Through the years I have 
dealt with so many people 
with sin problems. I always tell 
them to turn to the Lord. They 
say, “Pastor, you don’t under-
stand what I’ve done.” No, I do 
not; but God does. We must 
turn to Him. There must be 
a moment in our lives when we 
turn our hearts toward God. 
We must turn to the Lord.

Psalm 51 tells us that 
despite this terrible thing that 
had taken place in David’s life, 
God was approachable. We can 
always go to Him. He invites 
us. Christ said, “Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden” (Matthew 11:28). 
Our Saviour is approachable.

Luke 15 gives a beauti-
ful account of what has been 
called the story of the prodi-
gal son, but it is truly the story 
of the loving father. This story 
is about a father who did not 
stop loving his son. God wants 
to teach us something in Luke 
15 about unconditional love–
love that we do not have to 
earn. God does not make our 
behavior equivalent to His 
love for us. His love for us is 
not equated to our behavior.

The Bible says that the 
prodigal son had “wasted his 
substance with riotous living” 
(Luke 15:13). He had no friends 

Psalm 51 tells us 
that despite this 
terrible thing 
that had taken 
place in David’s 
life, God was 
approachable. 
We can always 
go to Him. 
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and was ready to eat with the 
pigs. The pigs were actually eat-
ing better than he was. The 
young man finally came to 
himself. Luke 15:17-19 says,

“And when he came to him-
self, he said, How many hired 
servants of my father’s have bread 
enough and to spare, and I per-
ish with hunger! I will arise and 
go to my father, and will say 
unto him, Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and before 
thee, and am no more worthy 
to be called thy son: make me 
as one of thy hired servants.”

The prodigal son had 
a speech prepared for his father, 
but his father would not let him 
finish it. The Bible says in verse 
20, “And he arose, and came to 
his father. But when he was yet 
a great way off, his father saw 
him, and had compassion, and 
ran, and fell on his neck, and 
kissed him.” We witness the 
father’s mercy in this verse.

He did not say, “You’ve 
brought shame to me! You’ve 
disgraced my name!” His 
father was approachable.

Like the prodigal son’s 
father, God opens His arms to 
us. He says, “I love you. Come 
to me.” No matter what we 
have done, the moment we 
repent and turn to our Sav-
iour, He is waiting with open 
arms to receive us, to forgive 
us, and to help us. We can-
not understand this kind of 
love, but we thank God for it. 
We have a merciful Saviour.

What a trail of terrible 
calamity David had created. 
He pleaded in Psalm 51:1, 
“Have mercy upon me. O God, 
according to thy lovingkindness: 

we call sin by name, and we 
know it is against God, then 
we know we need God to for-
give our sin. We must not get 
away from the fact that it is sin.

Notice how the Bible talks 
about sin. David said, “Blot 
out my transgressions. Wash 
me throughly from mine iniq-
uity, and cleanse me from my 
sin.” The three words that David 
used–transgression, iniquity, and 
sin–describe his terrible sin.

David said, “I have rebelled. 
I’ve crossed the line away 
from God. I’ve lived a crooked 
life. I’ve left the path of righ-
teousness for my iniquity. I’ve 
missed the mark. I’ve sinned.”

David also said, “Blot . . . 
wash . . . cleanse.” Notice all the 
transgressions this one terri-
ble act of sin brought. David 
lied to get Uriah back from bat-
tle. He tried to get him to go 
home to his wife, but he would 
not. David got him drunk, but 
still Uriah would not go home. 

according unto the multi-
tude of thy tender mercies.”

David could have said, 
“According to thy mercy.” He 
did not say that; instead, he 
said, “According unto the mul-
titude of thy tender mercies.”

He could have said, “Accord-
ing to thy tender mercies,” but 
he said, “According unto the mul-
titude of thy tender mercies.” It 
was not just mercy; it was “ten-
der” mercies. It was not just 
tender mercies but a “multi-
tude” of tender mercies. Why 
does God use such language? 
Because He is a God with 
a “multitude” of “tender” mer-
cies. He is a wonderful Saviour!

His Sin
We do not like to talk about 
our sin. We call sin by differ-
ent names, but God still calls it 
sin. When we manipulate our 
words and call it something 
other than sin, we are look-
ing for human solutions. When 

No matter what 
we have done, 

the moment we 
repent and turn 

to our Saviour, 
He is waiting 

with open arms 
to receive us, 
to forgive us, 

and to help us.

We do not like 
to talk about 

our sin. We call 
sin by different 

names, but God 
still calls it sin. 

http://www.gainesvillebaptistcollege.com
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Finally, David sent a “death let-
ter” to Joab by Uriah’s own hand 
to have him killed. David had 
to live with what he had done.

The child of God should 
have the right attitude about 
sin. We are not to say, “Well, 
I’m just like everyone else.” 
We must say, “Lord, I hate my 
sin, and I want to be right with 
God. I can’t be right with God 
if I have this sin in my life. 
I must confess and forsake it!”

David said, “There is a blot 
on my record. How I wish 
to God it was not there! Blot 
out my transgressions.”

We have all done things 
that we would give anything 
to take back. I remember 
a young lady coming forward 
in a church service one night, 
and she was crying. She said, 
“I would give anything if I could 
get back one thing I’ve done.”

Her regret was the same 
regret that David felt. He said, 
“Lord, blot out this terrible 
spot on my record. Cover it 
with Your blood.” We cannot 
understand how God for-
gives us, but He does. When 
our sin is forgiven, it is cov-
ered in His blood, never to be 
seen again. It is blotted out.

David said, “Wash me 
throughly from mine iniquity.” He 
was saying to God, “Wash me. 
I’m dirty. Wash me. I’m stained.”

Some are not really bothered 
by sin but by the consequences 
of their sin. They are not both-
ered because they sinned against 
God; they are bothered by the 
results of their sin. David said, 
“I know the consequences are 
terrible, but I hate the sin and 
what it’s done to me. Deal with 
me, Lord.” There is a difference 
between being sorry about get-
ting caught and being convicted 
about sinning against God.

David said, “Wash me 
throughly.” That means he 
wanted God to do whatever 
was necessary to cleanse him.

In David’s day, women 
would go to a stream of water to 
do their washing. They would 
place the clothing on a smooth 
rock so that the water would 
run over and through them to 
loosen the dirt. As the water ran 
over the clothing, they would 
take a stone and pound on 
them. They would pound on the 
dirty spots, and the water would 
cleanse them. As he looked to 
God with a broken heart, David 
said, “Lord, I cannot live dirty 
like this any longer. Wash me. 
Beat the sin out of me. I can-
not live this way any longer.”

There must come a time 
in our lives when we cry out 
to God, “Blot out my trans-
gressions. Wash me throughly 
from my iniquity.”

Then David said, “Cleanse 
me from my sin.” He wanted 
to be cleansed from his sin.

People worry that their 
sin will hurt a mother, a father, 
or a pastor; but think what it 
does to the Lord Jesus! God 
wants all His children to grow 
in maturity and to do right. 
Our God is a loving God, and 
His heart hurts when we sin 
against Him. We should be 
troubled not because of the 
consequences of our sin but 
because our sin hurts God.

His Sorrow
The story of David’s soul 
included his Saviour, his sin, 
and the story of his sorrow. 
Remember the sad occasion for 
the writing of Psalm 51. David 
should not have taken the sec-
ond look at the woman who 
was married to the brave sol-
dier. Uriah the Hittite had joined 
himself to the army of Israel; 
he was loyal to King David. He 
loved the king so much that 
when David told him to go 
home and rest, he instead chose 
to sleep at the king’s gate. He 
loved the king so much that 
when David got him drunk, 
he still did not lose his loy-
alty and love for the king.

Other warriors were killed 
along with Uriah because they 
were set so close to the enemies’ 

There is a 
difference 
between being 
sorry about 
getting caught 
and being 
convicted 
about sinning 
against God. 

We should be 
troubled not 
because of the 
consequences 
of our sin but 
because our 
sin hurts God.

mailto:preachermoore%40tolbertmoore.com?subject=The%20Eagle
http://www.nottinghammissionarybaptist.com
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wall that the archers were able 
to pierce the hearts of those 
mighty soldiers with their 
arrows. What a waste of human 
life to cover one man’s sin!

The Bible says in Psalm 51:3, 
“For I acknowledge my trans-
gressions: and my sin is ever 
before me.” David probably never 
walked again on his rooftop 
without thinking of that terrible 
night when he called Bath-
sheba to his palace. He probably 
never saw a soldier go off to 
battle without thinking of what 
he had done to Uriah the Hit-
tite. He most likely never heard 
a baby cry or heard the news of 
a newborn baby without being 
haunted by the memory that 
his child suffered because of 
his sin. When he saw a woman, 
he almost certainly thought 
of the terrible sin he commit-
ted with another man’s wife. 
David had no place to hide.

The Bible is true. In Num-
bers 32:23 we read, “Be sure 
your sin will find you out.” There 
is horror in sin. It is a guilt 
that haunts people. It is ines-
capable. When least expected, 
the thought of sin creeps 
into the mind. David said, 
“My sin is ever before me.”

The story of David’s soul 
is the story of his Saviour, the 
story of his sin, and the story of 
his sorrow; but it does not stop 
there. There is a God in Heaven 
who forgave a woman that had 
five husbands and was living 
in adultery with another man, 
and He gave her a brand new 
start in life. The Saviour forgave 
a woman by the name of Mary 
from Magdala, who was pos-
sessed by devils and whose life 
had been wrecked and ruined, 
and made her a faithful fol-
lower of the Son of God. There is 
a Saviour who traveled through 
a town called Jericho and made 
a despised little man named 
Zacchaeus into someone kind 
and loveable. The Lord Jesus 
forgave a man who threatened 

this day forward, I am going to 
live for Christ and make you 
glad to call me your son.”

We all need to have a con-
versation with the Lord Jesus 
saying, “Lord, You are my Sav-
iour. I know I have sinned. My 
heart is broken because of what 
I’ve done to disappoint and dis-
please You. Forgive me, and 
cleanse me. Blot it out. Wash 
me. With Your help, I want to 
live the kind of life that makes 
You say, ‘He is one of My chil-
dren. He honors Me.’”

The Way Back to God
 ӹ When we sin, we must turn 

to the Lord and come to 
Him, knowing that His love 
for us has not changed.

 ӹ Call sin what it is, and 
confess it to God to find for-
giveness and cleansing.

 ӹ Take all sin seriously in your 
own life, remember that all 
sin hurts the heart of God.  
Taken from The Way Back 
to God by Clarence Sexton 

published by CROWN Chris-
tian Publications 2010.

Christians with death and made 
him the Apostle Paul. We all 
have our sorrow, but when we 
give our sorrow to the Saviour, 
He can give us a new begin-
ning in life, a song in our heart, 
and make our life over again.

At one time in my life, 
I wrote letters to my mother 
apologizing to her for my 
actions. I told her I was sorry 
for letting her down. My lit-
tle mother was not perfect, and 
she did not do all the things 
she was supposed to do, but she 
made a great sacrifice for me, 
my brother, and my two sisters 
after our father died. I wrote, 
“Mother, I’m sorry. I would live 
it over for the opportunity to 
keep from breaking your heart.”

There was a moment in my 
life, however, when I realized 
that I could not turn back time. 
For all the guilt of my past, I rec-
ognized that God could give me 
forgiveness. After writing the 
last of those kinds of letters to 
my mother, I wrote to her say-
ing, “Mama, I don’t know if I can 
ever make it up to you, but from 

"Be sure your 
sin will find you 

out.” There is 
horror in sin. It 

is a guilt that 
haunts people. 

It is inescapable. 
When least 

expected, the 
thought of sin 

creeps into 
the mind.

We all have our 
sorrow, but 

when we give 
our sorrow to 

the Saviour, He 
can give us a 

new beginning 
in life, a song 
in our heart, 

and make our 
life over again.
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Washing Hands

apart on much of their think-
ing about many subjects.

Dr. W. Herbert Brown 
instructed me on the Holy Spirit 
in biblical precepts, and I sup-
pose Dr. Tolbert Moore has 
instructed me more on Scripture 
and evangelism than any other.

The list could go on and on, 
but it boils down to this: Eli-
sha “poured water on the hands 
of Elijah.” The Cambridge Bible 
states: “The sort of service here 
indicated marks one who had 
been in constant attendance 
on his master, who therefore 
understood his feelings, and had 
thus grown to understand on 
what occasions Jehovah might 
be appealed to. Hence the con-
fidence of Jehoshaphat, ‘The 
word of the Lord is with him.’”

Find someone with 
more experience and knowl-
edge than yourself and let 
them just share with you. You 
might be surprised at what 
you can learn from those with 
whom you disagree.  

I am not sure exactly what was 
important enough about Eli-
sha pouring water on the 

hands of Elijah to be mentioned. 
Was this a ceremonial ritual or 
some sign of friendship? I am 
not sure that we know. But not 
knowing never stops us from 
giving a discourse on a sub-
ject. Therefore, I will give what 
I think and make an application.

Well into my minis-
try, I became acquainted with 
men who had been in minis-
try for many years, and I had 
the joy and privilege of spend-
ing time with some of them. 
I would offer my service to 
drive them around or anything 
else they needed. The motiva-
tion was to learn from them.

What did I learn? Probably 
not as much as I should, but I did 
learn some things. I learned that 
all men who are called to ser-
vice are not necessarily “good” 
men. Some are legalistic and 
are down on everything and 
everybody. They can be hateful 

one minute and preach kind-
ness the next. I decided early 
on they were God’s servants, 
not mine, but I did not want to 
spend much time with them.

I also learned that most have 
a “specialty.” I do not mean they 
preached the same thing all the 
time, but they possessed skills in 
certain areas. Some were good in 
Eschatology, some in Pneuma-
tology, and some in Homiletics. 
Yet, all had a love for the Word 
of God. I probably learned more 
from just talking to these men 
than I did in Bible college.

Some were encourag-
ers to me. Dr. E.T. Isley could 
turn my dreary day into sun-
shine. Dr. Gene Winfrey could 
make me feel like the greatest 
preacher in the world. Others 
were teachers. Dr. Mark Cam-
bron taught theology to me 
as we would drive around in 
my car. Reverend Hinkle Lit-
tle taught me to be sensitive 
to the Holy Spirit. I must say 
that these two men were poles 

by Dr. Edwin G. Moore
European Director for the GPA

I would offer my 
service to drive 
them around or 
anything else 
they needed. 
The motivation 
was to learn 
from them.

I probably 
learned more 
from just 
talking to these 
men than I did 
in Bible college.

But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of the 
LORD, that we may enquire of the LORD by him? And one 
of the king of Israel’s servants answered and said, Here is Eli-
sha the son of Shaphat, which poured water on the hands of Elijah.

2 Kings 3:11
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take up the offering. Some-
one prayed, and they started 
passing the offering plate. 
The Lord decided to speak.

He said, “I want you 
to put your money in.”

I said, “No.” 
The offering plate came 

a little closer, and my heart and 
soul started getting agitated.

The Lord said, “You 
have thirty dollars, and 
I want you to give it.”

I said, “Lord, You know 
that is all the money I have, 
and I have to pay my school 
tuition next week, and I am 
not going to give it.”

The offering plate 
was getting closer.

The Lord said, “I want 
you to give the money.”

I said, “OK, I’ll give it, but 
I don’t want to. It’s all I have, 
and if I don’t have the money 
to pay my tuition, I won’t be 
able to trust You again!”

The Lord wanted the 
money. I wanted the money. 
We had a discussion. I gave. 

You talk about a cheerful 
giver, I was anything but.

Well, I prayed and prayed 
for the money all week. The 
closer the day came for me 
to pay my tuition, the more 
upset I became. It wouldn’t 
look good for the Pastor’s 
wife not to pay her Bible 
School tuition, would it?

The day for the tuition pay-
ment came, and I didn’t know 
what I was going to do. Then 
shortly before I left for school 
someone came to repay a loan 
I had made to them. Guess 
what? It was the thirty dollars 
I needed for my tuition. You 
talk about praising and thank-
ing God, this ole gal did. Just 
in time, God came through.

Isn’t that just like the 
Lord? He always comes 
through just in time. I just 
need to trust and obey.  

Trust and obey. Sounds 
simple. Sounds easy. 
It is anything but.

“Come now, and let us rea-
son together, saith the LORD” 
(Isaiah 1:18a). In other words, 
the Lord is inviting us to talk 
a matter over, to argue, debate. 
The Lord and I have dis-
cussed quite a few things since 
I was saved. One of which 
was, and still is, in the area 
of trusting and obeying.

The Lord wants us to trust 
Him and obey Him in three 
areas of our life: time, tal-
ent, and treasure. It seems that 
the hardest area in which to 
trust and obey is with our trea-
sure. At least, it was with me.

The Lord and I had a heart 
to heart discussion concern-
ing this matter. It happened 
on a Labor Day. We went to 
a special Labor Day service at 
Corinth Baptist Church in Stone 
Mountain. The choir sang, and 
the preacher preached. Every-
thing was going fine. Then 
the ushers came forward to 

TRUST & OBEY

The Lord 
wanted 
the money. 
I wanted the 
money. We had 
a discussion.

by Grayce Richards
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. . . Reaching Souls for Christ . . .

The Most Important Thing I've Done in My Life

As I come to my 90th birthday and think back about my 
life of preaching, pastoring, and traveling all over the 

country and in many parts of the world (from the soup kitchen for 
the homeless in Cabbage Town, to the tents filled with hundreds of 
people in India, to pastoring several multi-millionaires in a church 
in North Atlanta--everywhere I’ve had the opportunity to go in His 
Name), the most important thing I’ve done is give out the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to a lost and dying world! Let me take this opportunity to 
share the Gospel message with you today and pray the Lord will bless 
you and help you to accept Him as your Saviour if you haven’t already.

GOD WANTS YOU TO KNOW. . . .
“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God. . . .” James 1:5a

This tract was 
written by Dr. 

Tolbert Moore.

That He loves you:
“Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”

I John 4:10
“For God so loved the world, that He gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

John 3:16

That He knows sin has corrupted the image of God 
that you were originally born with, yet He con-
tinues to love you with an everlasting love:

“The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, say-
ing, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: 
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.”

Jeremiah 31:3

That Jesus Christ invites you to come to Him:
“In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, 
saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.”

John 7:37
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”

Matthew 11:28

That He only asks you to believe in/on Him, to call on Him:
“He that believeth on him is not condemned; but he that 
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”

John 3:18
“For whosoever shall call upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved.”

Romans 10:13

Why not call on Him now and ask Him to be your Saviour?

We are saved from 
our sins by grace 

alone, through faith 
alone, according to the 
Scriptures alone—and 

not by good deeds or 
religious traditions.
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Don’t add 
anything as the 

Pharisees and 
Sadducees do, 

as we would 
say, to put their 
own spin on it!

IN Matthew 16:6-12, 
we read, “Then Jesus 
said unto them, Take 

heed and beware of the leaven of 
the Pharisees and of the Saddu-
cees. And they reasoned among 
themselves, saying, It is because 
we have taken no bread. Which 
when Jesus perceived, he said 
unto them, O ye of little faith, 
why reason ye among your-
selves, because ye have brought 
no bread? Do ye not yet under-
stand, neither remember the five 
loaves of the five thousand, and 
how many baskets ye took up? 
Neither the seven loaves of the 
four thousand, and how many 
baskets ye took up? How is it 
that ye do not understand that 
I spake it not to you concerning 
bread, that ye should beware of 
the leaven of the Pharisees and 
of the Sadducees? Then under-
stood they how that he bade 
them not beware of the leaven of 

bread, but of the doctrine of the 
Pharisees and of the Sadducees.”

We will go back to His 
original statement: “Beware 
of the leaven of the Pharisees 
and of the Sadducees.” What 
is leaven? It is something that 
causes fermentation, boiling, 
or expanding. He is saying, 
“Don’t add anything to the Word 
of God.” Don’t add anything 
as the Pharisees and Saddu-
cees do, as we would say, to put 
their own spin on it! Don’t add 
something that ferments it mak-
ing it different and alters it. 
Let the Word be the Word.

The Pharisees condemned 
everything! The part of the 
Word of God that says that 
He will forgive sins, and He 
will extend grace to the sin-
ner means He will extend 
grace, mercy, and love to those 
who sin. Jesus said, “Beware! 
We don’t follow the condem-
nation, doctrines, and the 
teaching of the Pharisees.”

He said, over and over, 
many things to the Pharisees 
and scribes. Turn to Matthew 
23:25, “Woe unto you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
make clean the outside of the cup 
and of the platter, but within they 
are full of extortion and excess.”

He is saying to us that 
we should take the Scrip-
ture as it says, and it reads 
as it speaks. One scholar 
said, “If it makes common 
sense, seek no other sense.”

Let it say what it says. Let 
God be God. Let God say the 
Word of God. Take it, study 
it, and pray about it until you 
understand it like He said it.

In our day, we should not 
make any difference in the 
teaching and meaning of the 
Word of God than it has had for 
two thousand years. It is still the 
Word of God. It may be an old 
Book, but it is a Book up to date 
because it is spiritual and eter-
nal. It is the Word of God!  

Beware of Leaven

Take it, study it, 
and pray about 

it until you 
understand it 
like He said it.

by Dr. Tolbert Moore

Dr. Tolbert Moore became my pastor when I was 
a 13 year old bus kid. What I remember from his 
preaching in my very early years was that you need 
to surrender your life to God and get busy bringing 
people to Jesus. I was married to Rex McPherson 
three years later, and we have endeavored to do 
those two things for these 45 years of marriage.

—Jessica McPherson

Thank you, 
Preacher 

Moore, for 
giving your life 
for the Gospel!

http://www.gwinnetthallbc.com
http://www.thesonrisechurch.faithweb.com
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For the latest updates, follow us at  
facebook.com/gpamercyproject

Mercy's Vessel Update
by Dr. Gary S. Moore

What a journey—Someone asked me if I had known all the obstacles that 
would arise while trying to successfully complete Mercy’s Vessel, would I have 
undertaken this huge task. My answer is a definitive YES! This vision was 
given to me by GOD and I MUST see it through. Now that the ship is com-
plete and ready to go to sea trials, we are rejoicing in God’s grace, mercy, and 
provision. We do still have a large shipyard bill to pay off and, once paid, they 
will put the ship back in the water, and we will begin sea trials. We are trusting 
God for His provision. Will you prayerfully consider how you can part-
ner with us during this final step to getting Mercy’s Vessel in service?  

Left: Dr. Tolbert 
Moore waves hello
Right: Wheelhouse 

Left: Bunks
Right: Nellie's Kitchen
 Below: Logan's Clinic

http://www.facebook.com/gpamercyproject
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Deut. 32:11
“As an eagle stirreth 

up her nest . . .”
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