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Washing Hands

apart on much of their think-
ing about many subjects.

Dr. W. Herbert Brown 
instructed me on the Holy Spirit 
in biblical precepts, and I sup-
pose Dr. Tolbert Moore has 
instructed me more on Scripture 
and evangelism than any other.

The list could go on and on, 
but it boils down to this: Eli-
sha “poured water on the hands 
of Elijah.” The Cambridge Bible 
states: “The sort of service here 
indicated marks one who had 
been in constant attendance 
on his master, who therefore 
understood his feelings, and had 
thus grown to understand on 
what occasions Jehovah might 
be appealed to. Hence the con-
fidence of Jehoshaphat, ‘The 
word of the Lord is with him.’”

Find someone with 
more experience and knowl-
edge than yourself and let 
them just share with you. You 
might be surprised at what 
you can learn from those with 
whom you disagree.  

I am not sure exactly what was 
important enough about Eli-
sha pouring water on the 

hands of Elijah to be mentioned. 
Was this a ceremonial ritual or 
some sign of friendship? I am 
not sure that we know. But not 
knowing never stops us from 
giving a discourse on a sub-
ject. Therefore, I will give what 
I think and make an application.

Well into my minis-
try, I became acquainted with 
men who had been in minis-
try for many years, and I had 
the joy and privilege of spend-
ing time with some of them. 
I would offer my service to 
drive them around or anything 
else they needed. The motiva-
tion was to learn from them.

What did I learn? Probably 
not as much as I should, but I did 
learn some things. I learned that 
all men who are called to ser-
vice are not necessarily “good” 
men. Some are legalistic and 
are down on everything and 
everybody. They can be hateful 

one minute and preach kind-
ness the next. I decided early 
on they were God’s servants, 
not mine, but I did not want to 
spend much time with them.

I also learned that most have 
a “specialty.” I do not mean they 
preached the same thing all the 
time, but they possessed skills in 
certain areas. Some were good 
in Escatology, some in Pneuma-
tology, and some in Homiletics. 
Yet, all had a love for the Word 
of God. I probably learned more 
from just talking to these men 
than I did in Bible college.

Some were encourag-
ers to me. Dr. E.T. Isley could 
turn my dreary day into sun-
shine. Dr. Gene Winfrey could 
make me feel like the greatest 
preacher in the world. Others 
were teachers. Dr. Mark Cam-
bron taught theology to me 
as we would drive around in 
my car. Reverend Hinkle Lit-
tle taught me to be sensitive 
to the Holy Spirit. I must say 
that these two men were poles 
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I would offer my 
service to drive 
them around or 
anything else 
they needed. 
The motivation 
was to learn 
from them.

I probably 
learned more 
from just 
talking to these 
men than I did 
in Bible college.

But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of the 
LORD, that we may enquire of the LORD by him? And one 
of the king of Israel’s servants answered and said, Here is Eli-
sha the son of Shaphat, which poured water on the hands of Elijah.

2 Kings 3:11


