
 There are at least three reasons 
why I don’t wear shorts and 
sandals to the weekly appointment 
with the Lord at His table. But 
some of my reasoning may 
surprise you. 
 I was raised in a generation that 
still recognizes a connection or 
relation of one’s attire to the 
dignity of the occasion or the value 
one places upon the event or 
person being honored. I think that 
connection is valid. Even those 
who push the envelope and make 
an issue regarding one’s freedom 
to dress ever so casually at church 
really do recognize that the way a 
person dresses does indicate to 
some degree the dignity and 
importance of the occasion. For 
example, they dress up for 
the prom, their wedding, 
and other events to which 
they assign great 
importance or significance. 
And they will likely dress 
up for Easter. In many 
workplaces, employees 
would not be permitted to 
dress as casually as some 
do when they go to church.  
 Many also recognize a 
correlation between one’s attire 
and behavior. Guidelines for 
visitors’ apparel that appear in a 
Florida prison handbook support 
this. The stated purpose of the 
guidelines is not to pass judgment 
on anyone’s clothing, but rather 
“to prevent harassment, 
discomfort and embarrassing 
incidents that may spoil your 
visit.” The handbook 
acknowledges that comfort in 
travel to the prison may  prompt 
visitors to wear clothing that is 
prohibited in the visiting area. But 
those visitors are advised to bring 
along acceptable clothing into 
which they should change before 
entering the visitation area.  

 One may refute such reasoning 
by saying that he can be as 
reverent or respectful in very 
casual clothes as in formal attire. 
To argue that point serves no 
purpose. But it is interesting that 
visitors to the Tomb of the 
Unknowns in Arlington Cemetery 
are asked to extinguish all smoking 
materials and dispose of chewing 
gum before entering the 
observation area. It isn’t that 
chewing gum or smoking a 
cigarette makes it impossible for 
one to be patriotic or to appreciate 
the sacrifice there commemorated. 
For whatever reasons, neither 
activity is deemed appropriate in 
that context. What would you 
think of someone who, 

disregarding 
these 
instructions, 
insists on 
chewing gum 
or smoking 
just because he 
is a free 
American who 
insists upon 
exercising his 

rights? Perhaps you would 
consider him to be immature and 
rebellious. 
 Now for the possible surprise. 
While I contend one’s attire does 
reflect reverence and respect to a 
certain degree, and that the way a 
person dresses has some impact 
upon his behavior, there is another 
reason I don’t wear shorts and 
sandals to the fellowship around 
the Lord’s Table. It is my regard 
for other people. Both saints and 
sinners. If not out of reverence for 
God, it is at least out of deference 
to men. 
 Since many people have 
rejected the traditional values 
regarding dress as it relates to 
reverence or behavior, this 

consideration may be the most 
meaningful or effective in helping 
us think about proper decorum. 
This reason falls within the realm 
of the objective and is based upon 
principle, whereas the others are 
subjective, being discussed and 
determined largely upon personal 
opinion. Another way to state this 
is to say that this reasoning is 
removed from 
selfish interests, 
considering others 
as more important 
than self. This is the 
attitude of humility 
modeled by Jesus (see Phil 2:1-4). 
 Proponents of casual attire will 
usually appeal to 1 Samuel 16:7 to 
support their position, saying that 
one’s outward appearance is 
inconsequential because God 
looks at the heart. They apparently 
disregard or ignore the other part 
of that verse which states that man 
looks on the outward appearance. 
We must consider how our actions 
and attitudes, including those 
regarding attire, affect other 
people. 
 The teaching of Jesus at 
Matthew 7:12, which is known as 
the “Golden Rule,” also applies in 
this discussion. We must consider 
the thoughts of others in the 
matter of attire.  

 It is out of respect and honor 
for my brothers and sisters who 
DO recognize the connection 
regarding attire with reverence and 
decorum that I wear relatively nice 
clothes to the Lord’s Table. I may 
not share their thinking, but I do 
share the Table with them. I don’t 
want to do anything that I know 
offends my brother or sister. The 

. . do not merely 
look out for your 
own personal 
interests, but also 
for the interests of 
others.  Phil. 2:4 

REVERENCE FOR God,  
and 

DEFERENCE TO men. 



Bible points out that I am not free 
to exercise my liberty when doing 
so offends another or causes one 
to stumble. Jesus teaches us to do 
to others as we would want them 
to do to us. I don’t want my 
brother to offend me in his 
manner of dress, so I do not want 
to offend my brother in my 
manner of dress. 
 Does that mean I must wear a 
tuxedo? Or a coat and tie? Let’s be 
reasonable. Is there anyone 
offended by the wearing of shorts 
and sandals who thinks the only 
acceptable attire is a coat and tie? 
That is a non-issue; an argument 
without substance.   
 Does this mean I think the 
church ought to have a dress 
code? Again, let’s be reasonable. 
This is not about trying to tell 
anyone what to wear or not to 
wear. The principle is to so act and 
present ourselves as not to be a 
distraction or an offense to those 
with whom we commune at the 
Table of Remembrance. And that 
can be done very easily and simply 
in this matter of attire. We know 
what manner of dress is 
customarily regarded as 
appropriate by all reasonable 
people. 
 So why would I insist on 
wearing to church clothes I would 
not wear to the prom, a wedding, 
or an event honoring a dignitary? 
Why would I wear to church 
clothes that I know could offend a 
brother or sister who recognizes a 

connection between one’s attire 
and their attitude regarding the 
occasion? The only reason that 
comes to mind is that of insisting 
upon exercising my rights. But is 
that honoring the principles 
mentioned above? Is that properly 
regarding my brothers and sisters? 
That is the only reason, unless, of 
course, the person so clothed 
really doesn’t have any more 
regard for the dignity of the Lord’s 
Supper or the One there honored 
and remembered than they do of 
other significant observances or 
people. You will have to determine 
which characterizes you.  
 My experience has taught me 
that most people who do not 
attend a church hold to a higher 
standard of decorum and conduct 
at church than do some Christians 
who SAY they dress in such casual 
attire to attract people from the 
world. I do not know of any 
person who has come to church 
because of the extremely casual 
attire of Christians. I do know, 
however, that some have been 
offended by it. No one is offended 
by apparel that is neat and clean, 
even if it be along 
the order of what 
is customarily 
referred to as 
“dressy casual,” such as a polo 
shirt and khakis with shoes.   
 I wear nice clothes to church 
because children are impacted by 
my decorum. A mother related 
that her five-year-old child recently 

commented with disfavor 
regarding the attire of some in the 
worship assembly. That an 
innocent child makes such an 
observation behooves mature 
adults to give more than flippant 
consideration to their manner of 
dress! 
 There really is one more reason 
I don’t wear such casual clothing 
to the Lord’s Table. It’s because I 
think you would be somewhat 
embarrassed and hesitant to 
introduce your friends to your 
preacher if he were dressed so 
casually. A young adult in one 
church avoided introducing his 
guest to one of the ministers who 
was so attired because he was 
embarrassed by the staff member’s 
appearance. Perhaps your brothers 
and sisters are equally embarrassed 
to invite their friends, whom they 
are confident would not think so 
highly of us or the Lord on 
account of the apparent lack of 
proper decorum, indicating a level 
of irreverence. 
 Maybe there is more 
significance and importance to 
what we wear to the assembly than 

some 
have 
thought! 
Based 

upon the principles outlined here, 
maybe God does care! Could it be 
that He has looked upon the heart 
and seen rebellion, carelessness, 
disregard, disrespect, or 
selfishness?  

Most people who do not attend a church hold 
to a higher standard of decorum and conduct 
at church than do some Christians. 


