
Preacher’s Pen  by Gene McCoy 
 Some business owners have 
employed great creativity when 
selecting names for their enterprises. 
One local coffee shop is called The 
Brewed Awakening. Here are some 
other creative names for businesses.  

 Some churches have gotten caught 
up in the cutesy creativity. A storefront 
church that is also a bakery in 
Talladega, AL is called Fruit-Filled 
Ministries. Our new building is located 
on East Side Centre Court. I suggested 
that we consider renaming our 
congregation Centre Court Christian 
Church so that we could say we are 
located at the top of the key. But only 
ba sk e tb a l l  en t hus i a s t s  wou ld 
understand that stroke of creative 
genius.  
 But our current designation has 
created some degree of confusion or 
curiosity. On different occasions people 
have asked what a Memorial Christian 
Church is. Some who have enjoyed our 
fellowship have asked if there is a 
Memorial Christian Church where they 
are going to move or visit on vacation. 
The obvious indication is that they 
consider the designation to be the 
identity of a distinct sect among 
Ch r i s t i an  chu r ch e s .  Tha t  i s 
understandable, given the variety of 

Bap t i s t ,  Me thod i s t , 
Presbyterian, and 
Pentecostal groups.  
 Our  r esearch , 
though limited, has not 

discovered the origin or significance of 
the designation, “Memorial.” If it was 
to memorialize a prominent member 
and civic leader at the time the 
congregation was formed, as one 
person speculated, it certainly has not 
been effective. One might well wonder 
why a church would memorialize a 
mere man. Or Jesus Christ, for that 
matter. After all, He is alive! The word 
“memorial” customarily connotes 
death.  
 All would agree, we trust, that the 
name of a congregation of free 
Christians should not lend itself to  
concepts of denominationalism/
division or of death. A cursory study of 
the church in the Bible reveals that it 
did not have a name, as such, but was 
designated in various ways. It was 
common to identify the congregation in 
terms of its location, as in the church at 
Corinth.  
 Some of the Biblical designations 
for the church may create some 
u n n e c e s s a r y  c o n f u s i o n  a n d 
misconceptions in today’s culture. 
Calling a congregation “the Way” (Acts 
9:2), for example, could easily conjure 
up cultic suspicion among people. 
“Church of God” or “church of 
Christ” are Biblical. But both carry 
connotations in our culture that we may 
want to avoid. “The Church” may be 
the most straightforward, but it could 
also create unnecessary resentment as 
being elitist. 
 
 The identity of a congregation of 
Christians should exalt Christ and 
reflect the culture it seeks to impact. 
Our culture recognizes brands. 
Branding is a part of our marketing 
system. The designation a church 

Wok N Roll  
Wok Around the Clock 
Hard Wok Cafe 
Pizza My Heart 
Garden of Eat’n 

Hour Place (clocks) 
Den of Antiquity (antiques) 
Citizen Canine (kennel) 

Many Happy Returns (tax prep.) 
Dedmon Funeral Home 

Boxwell Bros. Funeral Directors 
The Daily Grind (coffee shop) 
Curl Up & Dye (salon) 

Beauty and the Bistro (salon/bistro) 
Stinky Stork Diaper Service 

Body & Sole (massage/reflexology) 



adopts should not ignore that cultural reality. The 
“brand” that identifies our congregations more than 
any other is “Christian Church.” Someone who 
moves to or is visiting our community will look for 
a “Christian Church.” It is advisable, therefore, that 
our designation includes those words.  
 What’s in a name? Apparently there is more in a 
name than some have recognized or anticipated. 

Simplicity and clarity is a good rule to follow, not to 
mention the importance of exalting Christ. A 
simple, straightforward and accurate designation 
that is as free as possible from confusing people or 
creating misconceptions will include the words 
“Christian Church” and identify the location which, 
in our case, is “Mountain Home” or “Baxter 
County.”  


