
Whatever happened to the second coming of Christ?  Jesus said He was coming back! 

Jn. 14:2-3 = “In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you.  I 

am going there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

back, and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.”  

Mt. 16:27 = “For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and 

then he will reward each person according to what he has done.”  

Mt. 25:31-32 = “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, …All 

the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a 

shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.”  

      In addition, you may recall that the angels who appeared to the disciples at the time of 

Christ’s ascension into heaven, said, “…why do you stand here looking into the sky?  This 

same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you 

have seen him go into heaven,” (Ac. 1:11). 

 

Every single New Testament writer said that Jesus would come again. There are at least 318 

references in the 260 chapters of the New Testament that mention it in some manner. It is 

referred to in every chapter of First Thessalonians, and 2 out of 3 chapters in Second 

Thessalonians. 

     So, with these facts in mind, I ask again, “Whatever happened to the Second Coming?” 

     Now, lest you get the wrong idea, I am not implying I have in any way given up on Jesus 

returning.  Rather, with that much emphasis on the Second Coming of Christ in the New 

Testament, I’m wondering whatever happened to the Second Coming …in our preaching, …in 

our teaching, …in our thinking, and …in our expectations? 

     I remember, as a boy growing up in church, the Second Coming of Christ was preached 

regularly, and it was so real and vivid in my thinking that I honestly never thought I would live 

to the age I am now.  I figured the Lord would return first.  In fact, (although it shows how 

naïve I was at the time) I can even remember praying on occasion, “Lord, please don’t come 

back before Christmas.”  It was that real and that imminent in my mind! 

     And even the preaching we do hear about the Second Coming is seldom like I remember 

hearing about it.  More importantly, it is seldom like the Biblical teaching and preaching on the 

subject.  Some preachers seem to want to ignore the second coming.  The A-millennialist often 

avoids the issue and sometimes even apologizes for introducing so controversial a topic into his 

preaching when he does mention it.  He is represented well by Charlie Brown in the Peanuts 

comic strip I clipped. 

     Exp:  Linus is talking to Charlie Brown and says, “The way I see it, Charlie Brown, ‘the 

cow jumped over the moon’ indicates a rise in farm prices, and the part about the dish running 

away with the spoon must refer to the consumer.  Do you agree with me Charlie Brown?”  To 

which, Charlie Brown responds, “I can’t say…I don’t pretend to be a student of prophetic 

literature!”  And he then walks off to bury his head in the sand.   

     Do we need to be reminded of passages like Rev. 1:3 that promise a blessing upon the one 

who even reads or hears the prophecies of that book? 

Exp:  An artist drew a picture representing a night scene.  A solitary man is rowing a boat 

across a large body of water.  The wind is high and stormy, and the waves threatening.  One 

lone star shines through the dark sky, and upon that star the voyager fixes his eye while rowing 

with all his might.  The caption beneath the picture reads, “If I lose that, I’m lost!”   



So likewise, the Second Coming of Christ is a focal point of faith guiding us safely to our 

eternal home. 

 On the other hand, some preachers go to seed on the unknowable details of when it will 

happen, where it will happen, and exactly how it will happen.  The pre-millennialist among us 

seems never afraid to preach the Second Coming, but does so with his own peculiar pressures 

and speculations.  Speaking of these pressures and speculations, Floyd Wolfenbarger wrote in 

Contact Magazine (official publication of the national Association of Free Will Baptists) in Oct. 

1981 issue: 

“He must pour over the list of ever-changing nations comprising the European Common 

Market.  He has been told somewhere that he needs a new Old Roman Empire.  He 

searches every Universal Products Code label for the nefarious number 666.  

“If he doesn’t keep pace, he will appear dull and uninteresting compared to nationally 

prominent sign watchers.  His files are full of obsolete sermons such as ‘Is Henry 

KisSINger the Man of Sin?’” 

 Neither of these two extremes existed in the preaching of the apostles—probably because 

they understood the nature of prophecy better than we do.  They were able to distinguish 

between promise and prediction in prophecy.  You see, most people today view all prophecy as 

a foretelling of future events.  They sometimes even say that it is “history written in advance.” 

 To be sure, there is a certain element of foretelling in some prophecy.  But the natural 

tendency & human response to this view of prophecy is to look for events that naturally lend 

themselves to fulfilling the prediction.  The emphasis, then, is to look for external and extra-

Biblical signs that fulfillment is getting closer.  The focus of attention is actually taken away 

from the Bible and onto whatever current event is being studied whether some war, natural 

disaster, or terrorist event. 

 For example, a while back, at the beginning of the “dessert storm” military campaign, I 

received a telephone call from a distraught lady who said, “I just want to know if this is the 

beginning of Armageddon.”  I had similar inquiries after 9/11 and at the beginning of the 

second Gulf War. 

 Exp:  Another cartoon I found illustrates this point.  It shows two men, evidently preachers, 

sitting in a café talking.  One says, “The best thing about preaching on prophecy is it hasn’t 

occurred yet—so no one can prove you wrong.” 

 What we need to realize is that prophecy is as much or more “forth-telling” as foretelling.  It 

is a promise from God.  It, like all Scripture, is divinely inspired.  A weatherman might 

accurately predict snow, rain, wind, or heat, but he can never promise them.  He has no control 

over the elements.  God, on the other hand, can promise things to come and no predictor can 

change His promise. 

 And the proper response to promise…is faith!  “Faith” believes the promise even if no signs 

of impending fulfillment exist.  I believe God fulfills His promises in prophecy even if it is 

going on right under my nose and I don’t realize it. 

  That’s the way it was with Jesus’ first coming—very few people recognized the 

fulfillment of prophecies leading up to the birth and ministry of Jesus while those fulfillments 

were taking place.  Only the Wise Men seemed to know what was going on.  Not the Pharisees. 

Not the scribes.  Not Herod.  Not the people.  Even the shepherds had to be told by the angel of 

the Savior’s birth.  But we look back now with 20/20 hindsight, and we can see all the 

prophecies about his birth fulfilled.  (i.e. the virgin mother, the Bethlehem birthplace, the flight 

to Egypt, the slaughter of the infants, etc.) 



 The same is true of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection.  Very few, if any, recognized the 

fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecies or David’s prophecies about the “suffering messiah” while 

those fulfillments were going on.  Even Jesus’ disciples were not expecting it, though He told 

them plainly and often that He must suffer, die, and be raised to life.  But we can all look back 

now and see them being fulfilled.  

 So, I would not be at all surprised to learn one day, in heaven, that fulfillments to prophecy 

have already occurred, (or are now being fulfilled), which no one is recognizing.  But then, it 

will be clear to us, and a cause for praising God.  In the mean time, I, likewise, would not be 

surprised for the Lord to return and some well-intentioned soul throw up his hands and say, 

“Wait a minute, Lord.  You can’t come back yet.  The temple in Jerusalem hasn’t been 

rebuilt.”  (Or “this hasn’t happened,” or “that hasn’t happened,” etc.)  And Jesus will reply, 

“Look again.  You just misunderstood the prophecy.” 

 Now, maybe you don’t even know what an A-millennialist or a pre-millennialist is—kind of 

like the Born Loser cartoon where the man’s wife asks, “What’s a millennium, Brutus?”  And 

he replies, “It’s sort of like a centennial…only it has more legs.”  Or maybe you do know what 

an A-millennialist and a pre-millenialist is, but you don’t know which one you are.   (By the 

way, there are also post-millennialists.)  If so, I wouldn’t worry too much about it.  Your 

salvation doesn’t depend on how well you understand it.  In fact, how much you benefit from it 

doesn’t even depend on how well you understand it. 

 Whether we’re a-millennial, pre-millennial, post-millennial, or something else; we need to 

re-emphasize this element of promise in the Second Coming, as did the apostles. 

 For example; Peter (in 2 Pe. 3) addressed some scoffers who were denying the promise of 

Christ’s coming. 

2 Pe. 3:3-4 = “First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, 

scoffing and following their own evil desires.  They will say, ‘Where is this ‘coming’ he 

promised?  Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of 

creation.’” 

 And how did Peter answer those scoffers? First, he reminded them of the Lord’s coming in 

judgment during the flood of Noah: 

2 Pe. 3:5-6 = “But they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens 

existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water.  By these waters also the 

world of that time was deluged and destroyed.” 

The point is, there were no signs of impending rain.  As Jesus said, “they knew nothing about 

what would happen until the flood came, and took them all away,” (Mt. 24:39). 

     Then, second, Peter re-emphasized the promise itself of Christ’s coming, and who made it: 

2 Pe. 3:9-10 = “…The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise as some understand 

slowness.  He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 

repentance.  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief.  The heavens will disappear 

with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will 

be laid bare.” 

 By the way, you might notice that Peter said Christ’s coming would be “like a thief.”  The 

point is that it will be unannounced and unexpected.  You never heard of even one instance 

when a thief phoned someone up ahead of time and said, “I just wanted to warn you I plan to 

break into your house next Thursday between 2:00 and 3:00 A.M.”  Peter referred his readers to 

no signs!  He said nothing of Roman emperors, the destruction of Jerusalem, or Gog and 

Magog.  He pointed only to one thing as assurance of Christ’s coming—God’s promise! 



2 Pe. 3:13 = “…But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven 

and a new earth, the home of righteousness.” 

Hey, if God said it, that settles it. 

 Someone once asked me about 1 Thess. 5:4 which says, “But you, brothers, are not in 

darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief.”  What is Pal saying there—that 

Jesus’ coming will be “like a thief” only to unbelievers?  Is he suggesting that Christians will 

not be surprised because they’ve been watching all the “signs”?  I don’t think so (else he would 

have given a list of those signs).  No, instead he is saying Christians will not be surprised 

because they’re ready all the time! 

     The details of… 

• the rise of the Anti-Christ, 

• the great tribulation, 

• the thousand year reign of Christ, 

• the middle east alignment for Armageddon, 

• and Gog and Magog, 

are certainly not God’s emphasis in the Bible. 

     What, then, is God’s emphasis? 

 

     THERE ARE AT LEAST 5 POINTS OF BIBLICAL EMPHASIS REGARDING THE 

SECOND COMING OF CHRIST that I want to share with you today. 

 

I. The Second Coming was proclaimed to instill RIGHTEOUSNESS! 

     Several of the parables of Christ teach that men should live so as to be accountable to a 

returning (or coming) Master. 

 The parable of the wicked tenants (Mt. 21:33ff) pictures a landowner planting a vineyard, 

putting a wall around it, building a watchtower, renting it out to some farmers, and going away 

on a journey.  Then, at the proper time, he sends various servants to collect his share of the fruit.  

When the wicked tenants refuse payment, beat one servant, and kill others, the landowner first 

sends his son, and finally returns himself to administer justice and punish their wickedness. 

The lesson is that men are accountable to God, so live righteously! 

 The parable of the talents (Mt. 25:14ff), likewise, presents a man going on a journey, who 

calls his servants and entrusts his property to them.  To one he gives 5 talents of money, to 

another 2 talents, and to third, 1 talent, each according to his ability.  But one day the master 

returns and calls in those servants to settle accounts with them.  Some have invested well and 

earned a profit for the master, but one has merely buried his talent in the ground earning no 

profit.  That one is called a “wicked, lazy servant” and punished accordingly. 

The lesson, once again, is that men are accountable to God, so live righteously! 

     Peter, also, in the very passage we discussed a moment ago, emphasizes righteousness: 

2 Pe. 3:11-12 = “Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people 

ought you to be?  You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of 

God and speed its coming.” 

     And in the text we started with in 1 Thess. 4-5, after giving some details about the Second 

Coming and the rapture, Paul writes: 

1 Thess. 5:6 = “So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and 

self-controlled.” 

     Indeed, the Second Coming was proclaimed to instill righteousness! 



II. The Second Coming was proclaimed to instill URGENCY and EXPECTATION! 

 This may be the main reason the apostles spoke and wrote very little about external signs of 

the Lord’s return—because it would have been counter productive!  Men are unrighteous and 

will procrastinate & delay obedience until the last possible moment.  That’s the way I was in 

college when it came to writing a research paper or term paper.  If I knew I had plenty of time, I 

would put it off till the night before it was due, and then work like mad to get it done. 

 And likewise, if the entire world could know for certain that Jesus would not return until the 

year 3011 A.D., there might not be any Christians left by that time.  For folks would not have 

any sense of urgency or expectation about it.  Non-Christians wouldn’t be urgent about 

conversion, and Christians wouldn’t be urgent about evangelism.  “Oh, there’s plenty of time,” 

they’d say.  And the lost would go to their graves unforgiven because they thought they had 

plenty of time. 

 Jesus’ parable of the 10 virgins (Mt. 25) stresses the need to be ever diligent precisely 

because we do not know when the bridegroom is coming. 

The people of Noah’s day perished because they waited for signs of rain to believe. 

 Exp:  A Christian mother of a toddler tells how her child helped impress this lesson upon 

her: 

“I will never forget the morning, years ago, when I went to wake up my little one.  There 

was her usual happy giggle, her big hug, and then, with eyes shining, she asked, ‘Do you 

think today is the day we’ll get to go?’                                                                  

“’Go where?’ I questioned.  Did she have hopes of a trip to Six Flags, Grandpa’s house, 

or just to the shopping mall?                                                            

“I was certainly not prepared for her answer.  ‘You know, Mommy.  To Heaven, with 

Jesus.  Is today the day?’                                                                       

“I caught myself before the words escaped from my mouth.  Had I really started to say, 

‘Well, probably not today’?  I, who had taught her that Jesus would someday return to get 

us and take us to our new home in Heaven? …I, who professed to eagerly, await His 

return? …I, who taught many the urgency of accepting Him NOW? …Yes, I had thought, 

‘Probably not today.’ 

“I have often wondered what would happen to Christ’s church, and ultimately, to the lost 

world if each of us really believed that Jesus might return today!  How would your life 

change?  How would your teaching change from what it has previously been?” 

 G. Campbell Morgan, (famous preacher of a bygone era), once said, “I never begin my 

work in the morning without thinking that perhaps He may interrupt my work and begin His 

own.  I am not looking for death.  I am looking for Him.” 

 The Second Coming was proclaimed 1)to instill righteousness!  And the Second Coming 

was proclaimed 2)to instill urgency & expectation! 

III. The Second Coming was proclaimed to instill PERSEVERANCE! 

Ro. 8:18-25 = “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the 

glory that will be revealed in us. …We know that the whole creation has been groaning as 

in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.  Not only so, but we ourselves, …

groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.  

For in this hope we were saved. …But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait 

for it patiently. 

What is Paul saying in those verses?  He’s offering the Second Coming of Christ (and the 

blessings for the Christian that accompany it) as a reason to “hang in there” –to persevere! 



 The hymn “When We See Christ” contains these lovely words: 

“It will be worth it all  

When we see Jesus; 

Life’s trials will seem so small  

When we see Christ; 

One glimpse of His dear face, 

All sorrow will erase; 

So bravely run the race,  

Till we see Christ.” 

 1 Pe. 4:7 gives as a reason for being clear minded and self-controlled, that “the end of all 

things is near.” 

 We have the promise that the struggle is temporary, the victory is assured, and the reward is 

eternal.  So persevere! 

ONE LITTLE HOUR 

One little hour of watching for the Master, 

Eternal years to walk with Him in white; 

One little hour to bravely meet life’s duties, 

Eternal years to reign with Him in light. 

One little hour for weary toils and trials, 

Eternal years for calm and peaceful rest; 

One little hour for patient self-denials, 

Eternal years of life where life is blest. 

 The Second Coming was proclaimed to instill 1)righteousness, 2)urgency & expectation, and 

3)perseverance! 

IV.  The Second Coming was proclaimed to instill FEAR! 

     Just as surely as the message of Christ’s return is comforting and hopeful to some, it is 

fearful to others.  For, after his comforting words to Christians, the apostle Paul issues a solemn 

warning to the disobedient and unbelieving. 

1 Thess. 5:2-3 = “for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief 

in the night.  While people are saying ‘Peace and safety,’ destruction will come on them 

suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.” 

If you’re not a Christian, those words ought to be a little discomfiting! 

 Do you remember what the master said to do with the wicked and lazy servant in the parable 

of the talents we spoke of earlier? 

Mt. 25:30 = “…throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will 

be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

2 Thess. 1:6-10 = “God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you …This 

will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his 

powerful angels.  He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel 

of our Lord Jesus.  They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from 

the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power on the day he comes to be 

glorified…” 

 The Second Coming was proclaimed to instill 1)righteousness, 2)urgency & expectation, 3)

perseverance, 4)fear, and… 

V.  The Second Coming was proclaimed to instill COMFORT and HOPE! 

     In our 1 Thessalonians text again, Paul writes these things about the rapture and the Second 



Coming for what purpose?  He actually tells us three times: 

1 Thess. 4:13 = “Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, 

or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope.” 

Instead, he wants them to be comforted. 

1 Thess. 4:18 = “Therefore encourage each other with these words.” 

He wants them to be encouraged. 

And in case you missed it the first two times, … 

1 Thess. 5:11 = “Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in 

fact you are doing.” 

 This whole section in 1 Thessalonians is still one of the most comforting passages of 

scripture, and is probably read at funerals of Christians more often than any other (with the 

possible exception of Psalm 23). 

 

Perhaps Today 
Perhaps today our Lord will come 

To bear us to our much loved Home: 

Before the evening shadows fall 

May sound the longed-for clarion call; 

Then out of shadow, tears and strife, 

We’ll rise to realms of joy and life. 

 

Perhaps today will be the last, 

And time shall be forever past. 

Our light affliction will be o’er, 

Then Glory! Glory! evermore! 

These days of toil and pain will cease 

And faithful workers rest in peace. 

 

Perhaps today mine eyes shall see 

The Lamb of God who died for me: 

Oh, nothing else will matter then, 

If unto Him I’ve faithful been. 

Live for that day, O soul of mine, 

And joy eternal shall be thine. 

                                     --Annie Lind Woodworth 

Conclusion: 

     We have said that we need to be careful to emphasize what the Bible emphasizes.  And the 

Second Coming of Christ was proclaimed to instill… 

…RIGHTEOUSNESS 

…URGENCY & EXPECTATION 

…PERSEVERANCE 

…FEAR 

…COMFORT & HOPE 

FISH BONES 

     A shrewd, worldly agnostic and a Christian preacher once sat at the same table in the 

Pullman dining car of a passenger train.  They were eating for the first course at the 



dinner, a delicious Hudson River shad.  Eyeing his companion coldly for a moment, the 

agnostic remarked: 

     “I judge you are a clergyman, sir!” 

     “Yes, sir, I am.” The preacher replied. 

     “Yes, you look it.  Preach out of the Bible, don’t you?” 

     “Oh, yes, of course.” 

     “Find a good many things in the old Book that you don’t understand—eh?” 

     “Oh, yes, some things.” 

     “Well, what do you do then?” the agnostic snapped. 

     “Why, my dear friend, I simply do just as we do while eating this fish.  If I come to a 

bone I quickly lay it to one side and go one enjoying the meal, and let some fool insist on 

choking himself with the bones.” 

     And the agnostic wound his watch and went into the smoker. 

 I don’t claim to know all the answers about the second coming of Jesus.  To be quite honest, 

a lot of it is confusing to me.  But I believe He will return!  And when I come to those passages 

that are a bit confusing to me… I lay them to one side and go on, “and let some fool insist on 

choking himself with the bones.” 

 When someone asks if I think the second coming is near, I say “I hope so!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


