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 A popular southern gospel song asserts that 
I was on Jesus’ mind when He was on the 
cross. A contemporary song features the 
recurring phrase, “Oh, how He loves us.” 
 While it is true that Jesus died for sinners 
and redemption was the focus, there is an 
apparent obsession with 
the primacy of man in 
contemporary thought. It is 
popular to preach about 
how important man is and 
how man’s benefit is the primary 
thought on our Lord’s mind. This 
apparently egocentric approach sells books 
and fills the coffers of the purveyors of pop 
psychology that purport to be gospel 
preachers. 
 We are not suggesting that sinners were 
not on Jesus’ mind when He hung on 
Calvary’s cross. Justification and atonement 
have sinners in full view. But  some balance is 
needed, lest we fail to recognize something else 
that the Bible clearly states was on Jesus’ mind. 
 Underscoring His mission was His purpose 
of fulfilling the Father’s plan. Doing the will of 
His Father was His central consideration.  
 Foretelling His death, Jesus said it was for 
the purpose of glorifying the Father’s name 
(John 12:28). In offering His body as a sacrifice 
Jesus was doing the will of the Father (Hebrews 
10:7-9). From Gethsemane’s garden Jesus could 
see the cross silhouetted against the dark 
horizon atop Calvary’s hill. In deep anguish He 
prayed that the Father’s will be done (Mark 

14:36). His dying words were, “It is 
finished” ((John 19:30), indicating He had 
completed the work for which He was sent to 
Earth.  
 Yes, it was for sinners that  Jesus died. But 
let’s not lose sight of the fact that it was for the 

fulfillment of His mission 
and the Father’s will that 
was prominent in His 
mind as He hung on the 
cross. 

 This is what should be on our 
minds when we are hanging upon our 
cross in baptism. We are baptized into His 
death, crucified to sin and self. More than 
the benefits we are receiving in baptism 
should be our consideration of how we are 
dedicating ourselves to fulfilling the 
Father’s will in our lives. 
 If fulfilling the Father’s will is not the 

central consideration of Calvary, it won’t be the 
central consideration in our lives. If man is the 
primary consideration at Calvary, then man will 
be the primary consideration in the entire 
relationship between man and God. Such an 
egocentric viewpoint has ramifications with 
regard to sacrificial service and discipleship. 
Obedience is contingent upon my convenience 
and rendered on my selfish terms. Carrying our 
cross necessitates the crucifixion of sin and self 
and the coronation of Jesus as King of our 
lives. Crucify self and put Christ at the center, 
where he belongs. 


