
 Most of our readers will have only 

one opportunity to experience a total 

solar eclipse. That will occur on 

August 21, 2017, when the path of 

the moon will intersect that of the 

sun, thereby blocking the light of the 

sun from our earthly 

vantage point. The 

duration of this 

total eclipse will be 

comparatively brief, 

lasting only a few 

minutes.  

 Matthew 27:45-

46 relates a 

previous occasion 

when darkness fell 

across the whole 

land for three hours 

at midday. It was 

the darkest hour in 

the life of Jesus, 

when He was 

abandoned by His 

Father.  

 Foreseeing this dark hour 

hundreds of years earlier, David cried 

out to God with the same plea as 

Jesus on the cross. David experienced 

periods when he felt alone and 

forsaken; that God had abandoned 

him.  

 Leon Odom cites the word study 

by Greek scholar, Wuest, who 

informs us that the word connotes 

the “forsaking one in a state of defeat 

or helplessness in the midst of hostile 

circumstances.”  

 Why would the Father abandon 

His Son in the hour of hopelessness 

and hostility? How could God, Who 

promised never to leave or forsake 

us, forsake His own Son? He did so 

that we could be saved from our 

hopeless and helpless circumstance 

due to sin. “For He made Him who 

knew no sin to be sin for us, that we 

might become the righteousness of 

God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

“Christ has redeemed us from the 

curse of the law, having become a 

curse for us” (Galatians 

3:13). Jesus endured the 

temporary darkness of 

abandonment so that we 

might walk in the light and 

dwell in that Land where He 

is the light (Revelation 

21:23).  

 Odom writes, “When we 

are reminded of the price 

that the Master paid for our 

sins then we are much more 

impressed with those 

passages which remind us of 

the redemptive price. ‘In 

whom we have redemption 

through His blood, even the 

forgiveness of sins according 

to the riches of His 

grace” (Ephesians 1:7).Christ never 

deserved the treatment He received 

on Calvary. The people to whom the 

stroke of death was due went free. 

‘All we like sheep have gone astray; 

we have turned everyone to his own 

way; and the Lord hath laid on Him 

the iniquity of us all’ (Isaiah 53:6). ‘. . . 

For the transgression of my people 

was He stricken’ (Isaiah 53:8). In His 

more delightful days the Savior had 

said, ‘I knew that thou hearest Me 

always” (John 11:42), but on the cruel 

cross God turned His ear away and 

left Him alone—so very much alone; 

and Jesus knew and felt that 

loneliness! However, Jesus knew that 

He must become sin and in doing so 

would have to be forsaken by the 

Father.”  
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Psalm 22  

My God, my God, why have 

you forsaken me? Why are 

you so far from saving me, so 

far from my cries of anguish? 

My God, I cry out by day, but 

you do not answer, by night, 

but I find no rest. Yet you are 

enthroned as the Holy One; 

you are the one Israel praises. 

In you our ancestors put their 

trust; they trusted and you 

delivered them. To you they 

cried out and were saved; in 

you they trusted and were 

not put to shame. But I am a 

worm and not a man, scorned 

by everyone, despised by the 

people. All who see me mock 

me; they hurl insults, shaking 

their heads  



 We likely will never understand and 

appreciate fully the meaning and significance of 

His abandonment by the Father. I agree with 

Odom, who says “we may well be content and 

wise to leave the mystery unfathomed.” But we 

are obligated to “imitate God, therefore, in 

everything you do, because you are His dear 

children. Live a life filled with love, following the 

example of Christ. He loved us and offered 

Himself as a sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to 

God. . . . Once you were full of darkness, but now 

you have light from the Lord. So live as people of 

light! For this light within you produces only what 

is good and right and true” (Ephesians 5:1-2,8-9).  

 May it never be said of us that our lives hide 

the light of the Son. Rather, may we ever live as 

children of light. This is the proper response to 

His love that shines on us from Calvary.  


